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Epiftle  Dedicatory. 

« 

AW  O  R  K  relating  to  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton  ought  naturally  to  be  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  four  illuftrious  perfonages, 
who  fhare  the  honour  of  this  glorious 
and  important  conqueft ;  and  on  that 
account  I  pay  them  this  homage.  It 
is  as  needlefs  to  mention  their  names, 
as  it  would  be  to  attempt  their  pane¬ 
gyric  :  the  fervices  they  have  done  their 
country,  hath  engraved  them  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people.  The  able  mi- 
nifter  who  formed  the  plan,  which  has 
rendered  England  fo  fuperior  to  her 
enemies;  the  refpe&able  director  of 
the  board  of  trade  and  plantations, 
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iv  Epijlle  Dedicatory. 
who  had  fo  great  a  hand  in  this  noble 
defign  j  the  admiral  and  general,  who 
difplayed  fuch  conduct  and  bravery 
in  the  execution,  will  ever  command 
the  veneration  and  gratitude  of  their 
countrymen,  the  admiration  of  foreign 
nations,  and  the  profound  refpect  of 
their  moft  devoted,  and  moft 


humble  fervant,  &c. 
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rH  E  prefent  ft  ate  of  Europe  is  an 
obi  eft  too  inter  eft  ing  to  men  of 
found  judgment ,  not  to  fix  their  atten¬ 
tion.  Who  is  it  that  would  chufe  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  caufe  and  particular 
circumflances  of  events,  which  raife  our 
admiration  and furprize  ?  But  our  cu- 
rioftty ,  however  commendable ,  is  often 
ointed.  The  generality  of  man- 
are  unacquainted  with  the  in¬ 
ternal  nature  of  things ,  and  viewing 
only  their  fur  face,  are  blinded  by  pre¬ 
judice.  Hence  they  dijcern  the  truth 
as  it  were  amidft  a  cloud,  which  of¬ 
tentimes  makes  them  lofe  fight  of  it ; 
and  in  its  ftead  they  embrace  an  airy 
phantojn.  The  difficulty  of  making  re¬ 
fear  ches,  increafeth  this  inconveniency. 
v..A  A3  People 
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People  are  fa ti spied  with  a  fuperftcial 
account  of  things }  rather  than  be  at 
the  trouble  of  inv  eft  i gating  the  caufte. 
'The  motives  of  an  aSlion  are  ftoon  forgot, 
for  want  of  reflecting  on  thofe  fprings 
which  imprint  them  in  the  memory ;  we 
know  no  more  than  incident s,  which  we 
attribute  to  extraordinary  motives ,  in- 
j’.eaci  of  the  natural  caufes ,  of  which  we 
have  loft  fight.  It  would  require  a  man 
oj  abilities  and  application ,  and  withal 
a  real  cofmopolite ,  to  write  the  hiftory 
of  a  war ,  in  which  the  account  of  ft eges 
and  battles  is  a  matter  of  the  leaf;  im¬ 
portance.  Such  a  writer  would  demon- 
jlrate  to  us,  that  what  we  look  upon  as 
the  principal  objeEl ,  is  a  confequence 
very  natural  to  forefee ,  when  once  we 
are  acquainted  with  the  caufe  that  was 
to  produce  it.  But  I  am  afraid  it  will 
be  difficult  to  find  a  perfon  qualified 
for  fo  general  a  plan  :  we  muft  there¬ 
fore  be  content  with  the  beft  hands  we 
can  get ;  with  men  whofe  char all er  bear s 
fome  refemblance  to  that  which  I  have 

been 
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been  defer ibing,. and  who  have  employed 
their  time  in  giving  us  part  of  this 
defgn. 

This  work ,  of  which  I  am  only  the 
editor,  has  a  right  to  make  its  way  in 
the  world .  It  contains  many  details , 
which  a  friendly  confidence  has  freed 
from  all  conflraint 3  and  in  which  no 
national  prejudice  obfeured  the  truth . 
Thefe  are  letters  written  from  Louif- 
burg.  'They  begin  at  the  year  1752, 
and  are  continued  down  to  the  fege 
of  that  place ;  the  particulars  of  which , 
as  well  as  the  feveral  operations  of  the 
war  previous  to  that  event ,  are  fully 
deferibed. 

We  begin  with  a  general  and  parti¬ 
cular  defeription  of  Cape  Breton ,  and 
the  utility  of  its  productions.  Then  we 
enter  into  the  fame  detail  in  regard  to 
the  if  and  of  St.  John ,  the  proximity  of 
which  confitutes ,  in  fame  meafure ,  an 
integral  with  Cape  Breton >  An  account 
of  the  manners ,  inclinations ,  and  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  Indians ,  engages  our  cu- 
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riotjiy  next  ;  and  introduces  fuch  re¬ 
flexions  as  may  be  of  very  great  ufe  to 

thofe^  who  flail  have  occaflon  to  deal  with 
thofe  people . 

Ihe  other  letters  are  conceriring 
the  French  government  eflablifled  at 
Louifburg.  TheJ'e  contain  fo?ne  anec¬ 
dotes ,  and  an  examination  of  the 
conduEl  of  thofe  officers .  On  this  oc¬ 
caflon  we  mention  the  concerns  they 
had  in  trade ,  and  the  fever al  fchemes 
which  they  either  had  formed, \  or  might 
have  formed  upon  this  fubjeEl.  The 
inconveniencies  arifing  from  their  bad 
conflitution  of  government ,  are  demon- 
fl rated  in  thefe  letters.  The  errors  of 
thofe  employed  in  the  adminiflration  are 
aljo  pointed  out ,  and  the  fource  of  thofe 
troubles  is  unlocked.  Laflly }  the  war 
which  has  been  a  natural  confequence  of 
this  whole  bad  cojtduEl ^  together  with 
its  unprofperous  events  in  regard  to  the 
French^  are  related  with  the  utmofl 
impartiality. 
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This  fubjeth  of  itfelf  fo  inter efting, 
becomes  fill  more  fo,  as  it  may  occafion 
very  folid  reflexions ,  and  give  rije  to 

the  mofl  prudent  refolves. 

the  defire  I  had  of  rendering  this 
work  as  ufeful  as  poflible ,  has  unluckily 
been  the  caufe  of  my  deferring  to  fend 
it  abroad ,  before  the  public  attention 
was  fixed  on  other  objeSls.  It  jhould 
have  made  its  appearance  upwards  of 
a  twelvemonth  ago :  but  the  difficulty  of 
recovering  all  the  letters  that  were  ne— 
ceffary  to  complete  the  undertaking  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  the  defire  of  obtaining  the 
approbation  of  per  fins,  whofe  high  em¬ 
ployments  do  not  afford  them  much  leifure 
for  reading,  have  retarded  the  publi¬ 
cation.  However  J  am  'fiill  time  enough 
for  thofe ,  whofe  flation  in  life  ren¬ 
ders  them  attentive  both  to  pafi  and 
prefent  tranfaElions ,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  be  able  to  conduct  then  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  fuccefs  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  war.  But  whether  the  victors 

pre- 
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■prefer^ e  their  conquejl ,  or  the  van~ 
quijhed  attempt  to  recover  it. ,  both 
the  one  and  the  other  muft  be  obliged  to 
our  author ,  for  rendering  them  fenfi- 
ble  of  confequences  equally  ejfential  to 
themfehes  and  to  the  public ,  and  for 
placing  matters  in  their  proper  light. 
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General  and  particular  defer  ipt  ion  of  Ifle 
Roy  ale,  cr  Cape  Breton,  of  the  town  and 
harbour  of  Louijburg. 

*9  #  */  j  %  "  ^ 

SIR,  •  .. 

,..#«•  *  % 

INCE  I  cannot  refufe  complying  with 
your  earned:  requeft,  I  intend  forth¬ 
with  to  execute  the  talk  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  enjoin  me.  I  fhall  begin 
with  a  defeription  of  the  country  you  are 
defirous  of  knowing,  and  omit  nothing 
worthy  of  your  curiofity. 

IJle  Royale,  or  the  Royal  I  Hand,  was  fir  ft 
of  all  called  IJle  du  Cap,  or  the  Ifland  of 
the  Cape,  and  afterwards  the  Englijh  har¬ 
bour.  It  is  faid  that  the  name  of  Cape 
Breton  was  owing  to  its  firft  difeoverers, 
who  were  natives  of  Brittany.  It  was  not 
called  IJle  Royale  till  the  year  1713. 
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The  fame  thing  might  be  faid  of  this; 
as  of  feveral  other  iflands,  that  it  was  a 
fragment  of  our  terraqueous  globe,  from 
which  it  had  been  detached  by  fome  violent 
concuffion  ;  and  the  revolution  might  be 
fixed  to  the  time  of  the  deluge.  But  with- 

*'**•  *  A  \ 

out  wafting  time  in  fuch  idle  conjedtures, 
let  it  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  it  is  of  a  very 
irregular  figure,  indented  by  numerous 
clefts,  and  ftuck  round,  as  it  were  with 

i*  -  .  V  *  *  v  .£">  1  k .  r  ••  e+  *  '  \  . 

fmall  rocks,  feveral  of  which  rife  above  the 
furface  of  the  water.  In  fhort,  it  is  co¬ 
vered  with  lakes,  rivulets,  and  bogs. 

This  ifland  lay  defert  and  uncultivated 
till  the  year  1714,  when  the  French  of 
Newfoundland  and  Acadia,  made  fome  fet- 
tlements  on  it.  They  took  up  their  quarters 
near  the  fea-fliore,  where  there  are  villages 
containing  a  few  fcattered  houfes.  Each 
perfon  built  according  to  his  fancy,  and 
juft  as  he  found  proper  ground  for  drying  of 
cod-fifh,  and  for  planting  of  gardens.  This 
irregular  manner  of  building  occafions  a 
difperfion  of  the  inhabitants,  with  the  in- 
conveniencies  arifing  from  thence. 
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In  the  year  1713,  after  Lewis  XIV.  had 
been  fo  long  contending  with  the  united 
powers  of  Europe,  he  made  an  offer  to 
Queen  Anne  of  part  of  the  French  pof- 
feifions  in  North  America,  in  order  to 
detach  Great-Britain  from  that  formidable 
alliance.  This  negotiation  proved  fuccefs- 
ful  to  France,  confidering  the  extremity  to 
which  flie  was  reduced.  The  lofs  of  New¬ 
foundland,  Hudfon’s  bay,  and  Acadia, 

*  •’  -  '  '  •  y 

in  confequence  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
muff  have  been  the  greater  mortification 
to  the  French  nation,  as  they  had  refufed 
to  accede  to  the  treaty  of  partition,  by 
which  they  would  have  made  an  acqui- 
fition  of  rich  and  fruitful  provinces,  with¬ 
out  the  effufion  of  blood. 

Port  Royal,  now  called  Annapolis  Royal, 
was  fpeeified  in  this  cefilon,  for  no  other 
reafon  but  that  the  Englifli,  who  were  al¬ 
ready  in  poffeffion  of  it,  fhould  meet  with 

<t  1  ,  * 

no  difturbance  hereafter.  In  fhort,  all  that 
France  could  do,  was  to  preferve  the  iflands 
of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John. 

Yet  thefe  had  been  hitherto  confidered 
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as  mofl  barren  lpots,  and  altogether  unfit 
for  making  any  fettlements.  In  fummer- 
time  they  were  frequented  by  a  few  fifher- 
men,  and  during  the  winter  the  inhabitants 
of  Acadia  reforted  thither  for  the  fake  of 
the  fur- trade  with  the  favages. 

But  neceflity,  the  mother  of  invention, 
obliged  the  French  to  try  whether  they 
could  not  put  thefe  iflands  into  fuch  a  con¬ 
dition,  as  might  partly  repair  the  great  lofs 
they  had  fuftained.  And  their  reafon  for 
this  attempt  was  fo  much  the  ftronger,  as 
it  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  them 
not  to  be  entirely  driven  out  of  the  cod- 
fifhery.  They  had  likewife  another  in- 

—  •»  y  '  *  »  '  -  %*  v  '*  •  *  .  •  *  ■  •  '  ■  \  *'  ?  y  $ 

tereft,  namely,  to  be  within  a  proper 
diftance  for  obferving  the  progrefs  of  the 
Englifh  colonies  in  that  neighbourhood, 
which  in  time  might  give  umbrage,  or 
prove  detrimental,  to  thofe  of  the  French. 
Befides,  it  was  incumbent  upon  this  nation 
to  preferve  a  poll,  which  enables  them  to 

command  the  mouth  of  the  river  of 

*  T'  .  .  ^ 

St.  Lawrence,  whereby  a  communication  is 
kept  open  with  Canada  or  New  France ; 

and 
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and  they  have  alfo  a  convenient  harbour 
for  their  flrips  in  diftrefs  of  weather,  which 
in  thofe  feas  is  very  common. 

Confiderations  fo  folid,  induced  tire 
court  to  plant  the  colony  of  Cape  Breton, 
and  to  build  the  harbour  of  Louiflmrg. 
The  Segnelay,  a  fliip  commanded  by  M.  de 
Contreville,  arrived  on  that  ifland  the  13th 
of  Auguft  1713,  and  took  pofleflion  of  it 
in  the  king’s  name ;  and  then  it  was,  as  I 
before  obferved,  that  it  received  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  IJle  Royale. 

This  ifland  is  fituated  in  the  Atlantic 
ocean  and  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  about 
two  hundred  leagues  from  Quebec,  the 
capital  of  Canada,  to  whofe  jurifdi&ion  it 
belongs.  It  lies  between  the  ifland  of  New¬ 
foundland,  from  which  it  is  only  about 
fifteen  leagues  diflant ;  Acadia,  now  called 
Nova  Scotia;  and  the  ifland  of  St.  John. 
From  Nova  Scotia  it  is  parted  by  a  very 
narrow  channel,  called  by  the  French  the 
ftrait  of  Fronfac.  It  is  in  length  about 
thirty  fix  leagues  from  north-eaft  to  fouth- 
weft,  twenty  two  in  its  greateft  breadth, 

B  3  and 
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and  about  a  hundred  and  five  in  circum¬ 
ference.  The  fhore  is  very  fteep,  confe- 
quently  of  dangerous  accefs  to  mariners ; ' 
and  it  is  every  where  covered  with  fmall 
wood,  of  the  Ipruce  or  fir  kind,  and  with 
brambles.  There  are  feveral  harbours  and 
bays  round  the  ifland. 

The  chief  of  thefe,  and  at  the  fame  time 

-  *  ’*■  *  iL 

the  only  town  in  the  ifland,  is  Louifburg, 
fituate  in  forty  one  degrees  of  north  latitude, 
and  fixty  two  degrees  and  a  quarter  of  longi¬ 
tude,  fo  that  its  meridian  is  four  hours  nine 
minutes  weft  of  Paris,  according  to  the 
obfervations  which  M.  Chaber,  lieutenant 
of  a  man  of  war,  made  in  the  year  1750 
and  1751  by  order  of  the  court  of  France. 

The  winter  is  very  fevere  at  Louifburg, 
and  fubject  to  violent  fqualls  of  wind, 
efpecially  from  the  fouth.  The  Iky  is  ge¬ 
nerally  overcaft  either  with  heavy  rains,  or 
with  thick  fogs,  efpecially  in  fummer, 
which  renders  it  difficult  to  be  difcerned  at 
fea.  The  earth  is  covered  with  fnow  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter,  and  the  froft  fets  in  at 
Chriftmas  j  during  which  time  both  land 

-  and 
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and  water  form  but  one  folid  mafs.  All 
kind  of  commerce  is  then  at  a  hand,  and 
the  town  puts  on  a  melancholy  afpect,  very 
different  from  the  appearance  it  makes  in 
fummer,  when  crouded  with  fea-faring 
people.  Yet  the  air  is  wholefome,  not- 
withftanding  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  winter. 
Properly  fpeaking  they  have  but  two  fea- 
fons,  winter  and  autumn  ;  but  in  the  in¬ 
land  parts  there  are  three,  fummer,  autumn, 
and  winter. 

The  furface  of  almoft  the  whole  country 
is  extremely  difagreeable,  being  nothing  elfe 
but  a  light  kind  of  mofs  and  water.  The 
great  humidity  of  the  ground  is  produ6tive 
of  continual  vapours. 

A  circumftance  that  confiderably  adds  to 
the  horror  of  this  feafon,  is  a  kind  of 
meteor  feldom  obferved  in  other  countries, 
and  which  the  inhabitants  diftinguifh  by 
the  name  of  pcudrerie  or  powdering.  It  is 
a  fpecies  of  very  fine  fnow,  which  infi- 

nuates  itfelf  into  every  hole  and  corner, 

and  even  into  the  minuted:  crevices.  It 
does  not  feem  to  fall  upon  the  ground, 

B  4  but 
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but  to  be  carried  away  horizontally  by 
tlie  violence  of  the  wind,  fo  that  great 
heaps  of ,  it  lie  againit  the  walls  and 
eminences i  mid  as  it  hinders  a  perron  from 
diftinguilhing  even  the  nigheft  objeds. 
Cl  to  open  his  eyes  tor  fear  of  being  hurt, 
the  coniequence  is,  that  he  can  hardly 
fee  his  way.  It  even  takes  away  one’s 
breath.  From  thence  we  may  judge  of 
tne  many  inconveniencies  in  this  country, 
b^ndes  the  excefiive  cold.  Should  any  one 
be  furprized  at  the  vaft  difference  in  this 
refped  between  this  ifland  and  the  greatefl 
part  of  North  America,  and  even  thofe 
places  which  are  of  the  fame  latitude  on  the 

*  I 

oppofite  continent,  his  wonder  will  ceafe 
upon  taking  a  general  furvey  of  this  part  of 
America.  Being  quite  uncultivated,  and 
aim  oft  uninhabited,  it  is  covered  on  the 
one  hand  with  frozen  lakes  during;  the 
fpace  of  fever al  months ;  and  on  the  other, 
the  woods  are  fo  thick  as  not  to  admit  the 
rays  of  the  fun.  In  particular  it  may  be 
obferved  with  regard  to  Cape  Breton,  that 

independently  of  the  lakes  with  which  it 

™  '  *  ! 


IS 


•  Tv  .N  '  ...  v,  ~  ' 


Cape  Breton  and  Louijburg.  9 

is  partly  covered,  the  middle  of  it  contains 
a  confiderable  arm  or  inlet  of  the  fea,  which 
is  oftentimes  intirely  frozen  up,  and  the 
cold  diffufes  itfelf  immediately  from  thence 

over  the  whole  ifland. 

The  fea  frequently  Hands  Hill  in  the 

harbour  of  Louifburg,  and  it  is  generally 

half  an  hour,  and  fometimes  a  whole  hour,  , 

in  the  fame  Hate. 

The  French  did  not  begin  to  fortify 
Louifburg  till  the  year  1720.  This  town 
is  built  on  a  neck  of  land  which  juts  out 
into  the  fea,  fouth-eaffc  01  the  ifland :  it 
is  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  about  half  a 
league  in  circumference.  The  flreets  are 
wide  and  regular ;  and  near  the  princi¬ 
pal  fort  or  citadel  there  is  a  handfomc 
parade.  To  the  north  fide  of  the  town 
there  are  three  gates,  and  a  fpaeious 
quay.  They  have  likewife  conftrucfed  a 
kind  of  bridges,  called  in  the  French  lan¬ 
guage  calks ,  which  project  confiderably 
into  the  fea,  and  are  extremely  convenient 
for  loading  and  unloading  of  goods.  The 
fortifications  confift  of  two  baftions,  called 

the 
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the  King  and  Queen’s j  and  two  demi- 
bafhons,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  the 
Dauphin  and  the  Princefs.  Thefe  two  out¬ 
works,  which  were  •  conftrufted  towards 
the  end  of  lafi:  year,  are  commanded  by 
feveral  eminences. 

There  is  one  general  defeft  in  all  thefe 
fortifications,  that  the  fand,  of  which  they 
make  their  mortar,  is  not  at  all  proper  for 
mafon’s  work.  The  revetements  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  curtains  are  intirely  mouldered  away  j 
and  there  is  only  one  cafemate,  proof 
again#  bombs  of  a  middling  fize,  with  a 
very  fmall  magazine. 

This  is  the  more  furprizing,  as  they  have 
all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  expefl  a  war 
with  England,  confidering  the  hoftilities  al¬ 
ready  committed  on  both  fides.  But  whether 
it  be  owing  to  the  negligence  of  thofe  whofe 
province  it  is  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  place,  or  whether  they  depend  on  the 
ftrength  of  the  garrifon,  I  am  afraid  that 
the  bravery  of  the  enemy  will  make  them 
repent  either  their  imprudence  or  their 
preemption. 


The 
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The  houles  in  Louilburg  are  almoft  all 
of  wood.  The  ftone  ones  have  been  built 
at  the  king’s  expence,  and  are  defigned  for 
the  accommodation  ol  the  troops  and  tne 
officers.  When  the  Englilh  were  mailers 
of  the  town  in  1745,  they  ereded  very 
confiderable  calerns.  The  French  were 
obliged  to  tranfport  all  the  materials  of  the 
ftone-buildings,  as  well  as  ol  their  other 

works,  from  Europe. 

There  is  hardly  a  fettlement  that  has 

been  attended  with  greater  expence  to  the 
French  nation  than  this  of  Louilburg.  It 
is  certain  that  they  have  laid  out  above 
thirty  millions  of  livres,  though  the  place 
does  not  feern  to  have  been  productive  of 
any  great  advantage :  yet,  fo  cogent  were 
the  motives  which  induced  them  to  put  this 
fcheme  into  execution,  that  the  prefervation 
of  Louilburg  will  be  always  confidci'ed  as 
an  objefl  of  too  great  importance  not  to 
facrifice  every  thing  to  it. 

Cape  Breton  protefls  the  whole  French 
trade  of  North  America,  and  is  of  equal 
eonfequence  in  regard  to  their  commerce 
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m  the  Vv  eft- Indies.  If  they  had  no  fettle- 
ment  in  this  part  of  the  north,  their  veffels 
leturning  from  St.  Domingo  or  Martinico, 
would  no  longer  be  fafe  on  the  great  bank 
of  Newfoundland,  particularly  in  time  '  of 
war.  Laftly,  as  it  is  fituated  at  the  entrance 
of  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  it  abfolutely 
commands  the  river  of  that  name. 


The  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Louif- 
burg  is  defended  by  a  battery,  level  with 
the  furface  of  the  water.  It  is  planted  op- 
pofite  the  light-houfe  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  grande  terre ;  and  confifls  of  thirty  fix 
pieces  of  cannon,  all  of  them  four  and 
twenty  pounders.  The  harbour  is  alfo  de¬ 
fended  by  a  cavalier  called  by  the  name  of 
Maurepas ,  which  has  twelve  embrazures. 

The  royal  battery,  fituate  at  the  diflance 
of  a  quai  ter  of  a  league  from  the  town,  is 
mounted  with  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  eight 
and  twenty  of  which  are  thirty  fix  pounders, 
and  two  are  eighteen  pounders.  It  com¬ 
mands  the  fea,  the  town,  and  the  bottom 
of  the  bay. 

The  port  of  Louifburg  is  at  leaft  a 
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league  in  length,  and  upwards  of  a  quarter 
of  a  league  at  its  fmalleft  breadth.  There 
is  very  good  holding  ground,  and  generally 
from  fix  to  ten  fathoms  water.  They 
have  a  very  fafe  and  convenient  place  to 
careen  their  (hips,  where  they  may  be  laid 
up  in  the  winter,  only  taking  proper  pre¬ 
cautions  againft  the  ice.  The  harbour 
begins  to  be  frozen  in  the  month  of  No¬ 
vember,  and  is  not  open  again  till  May, 
and  oftentimes  till  June. 

I  have  already  taken  notice  that  the  inner 
part  of  the  ifiand  is  covered  with  lakes, 
rivers,  brooks,  and  moralfes.  The  tide  runs 
up  moll  of  the  rivers.  Among  the  reft, 
the  great  Bras-d'or,  or  Golden  arm ,  pene¬ 
trates  it  in  fuc'n  a  manner,  that  the  ifthmus 

between  it  and  Port  Toloufe,  is  not  above 

'  • 

three  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms. 

The  country  is  extremely  mountainous, 
and  full  of  moralfes,  in  general  abounding 
with  various  forts  of  ftone,  and  parget,  and 

ti  \ 

in  fome  places  with  fea-coal. 

Before  any  fettlements  were  made  on 

this  illand,  it  was  all  over  covered  with 

wood. 
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wood.  There  is  but  very  little  oak  •  but 
other  forts  of  timber  are  exceeding  common. 
On  the  top  of  fome  of  the  white  firs,  there 
grows  a  kind  of  mufhroom,  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  called  garigue,  which  the  favages  ufe 
with  very  great  fuccefs  againfl  pains  in  the 
breaft,  and  dyfenteries.  They  have  four 
forts  of  fir-trees.  The  firrt  is  like  ours  ; 
the  other  three  are  the  white  and  red  thorn, 
and  the  fpruce  •  the  fecond  and  the  fourth 
glow  to  a  great  height,  and  make  excellent 
marts,  efpecially  the  white  thorn,  which  is 
iikewife  good  timber.  The  bark  is  fmooth 
and  glofly,  and  produceth  fmall  protu¬ 
berances  of  the  bignefs  of  a  kidney  bean, 
which  contain  a  kind  of  turpentine  of  ex¬ 
cellent  fervice  for  healing  all  forts  of 
wounds,  and  even  for  fradlures.  It  is  alfo 
laid  to  oe  a  fpecinc  againrt  the  fever,  as 
well  as  the  feveral  diforders  of  the  ftomach 
and  breaft.  The  method  of  ufmg  it  is  to 
infufe  two  drops  into  a  little  broth.  It 
is  likewife  a  cathartic.  At  Paris  they  call 
it  the  white  balm. 

The  fpruce-fir  is  of  the  '  refirlous  kind, 

but 
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but  does  not  produce  a  Efficient  quantity 
for  general  ufe.  The  wood  is  veiy  durable, 
and  therefore  proper  for  palifades  and  in- 
clofures.  The  bark  is  of  excellent  ufe  for 
tanners ;  and  the  favages  make  a  tincture  of 
it,  that  borders  very  much  on  a  deep  blue. 

This  ifland  alfo  abounds  with  maple, 
beech,  birch,  and  afpen  trees,  befides  other 
forts  of  wood  proper  for  firing. 

Hitherto  they  have  been  able  to  reap  no 
fort  of  grain ;  but  they  have  a  vaft  deal  of 
meadow-lands  in  fome  parts  of  the  woods, 
on  mofly  grounds,  and  on  the  banks  of 
rivers,  which  produce  excellent  pafture. 
The  king  is  therefore  obliged  to  maintain, 
one  part  of  the  inhabitants,  whilft  the  others 
fubfift  by  the  filhery ;  and  there  are  very 
few  of  them  that  can  be  reckoned  worth 
money. 

In  fome  places  they  have  begun  to  fovv 
wheat  and  rie ;  but  never  could  bring  them 
to  proper  maturity.  I  believe  that  oats 
would  grow  here,  if  the  fmall  quantity 
the  ifland  is  able  to  produce,  was  worth 

fowing.  It  has  been  even  obferved  that 

the 
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the  grain  Town  in  this  country,  degenerates 
the  fecond  year.  There  are  feveral  forts  of 
legumes  which  agree  with  the  foil,  but 
the  feed  mult  be  had  from  Europe,  or 
from  New-England.  Cabbage,  le-ttice,  and 
different  kinds  of  pulfe,  thrive  here  as 
well  as  in  France,  though  they  are  not 
altogether  fo  forward.  They  have  no 
manner  of  fruit  except  rafberries  in  the 
woods,  with  ffrawberries  and  blue-bottles 
in  the  plains.  The  latter  are  as  big  as 
goofeberries ;  and  may  be  had  till  the 
month  of  Odlober.  They  have  likewife 
a  fmall  red  fruit  of  the  bignefs  of  a 
cherry,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  pomme 

dc  pre  -y  but  it  is  only  made  life  of  in  fweet* 
meats.  .  ...  ? 

With  regard  to  game,  there  is  plenty  of 
all  forts,  as  well  as  of  different  kinds  of 
fifti.  But  I  ihall  refer  this  iubjeft  to  an¬ 
other  letter,  wherein  I  purpofe  to  treat  of 
hunting  and  fifhing. 

I  beg,  Sir,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  rny  good  intention  ha  endeavouring 
to  oblige  you.  In  my  next  I  propofe 

finifh- 
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finiflnng  the  defcription  of  the  ifland,  and 
its  principal  harbours  next  to  Louifburg. 
This  I  am  the  more  capable  of  performing, 
as  I  accompanied  the  perfons,  appointed  in 
1752  by  the  Count  de  Raymond,  rnaref- 
chal  de  camp ;  and  governor  of  Cape 
Breton,  to  furvey  the  whole  coaft.  I  (hall 
afterwards  proceed  to  more  interefting 
matters,  and  you  may  judge  of  the  pleafure 
I  (hall  receive  in  contributing  to  your 
amufement,  from  the  opinion  you  have 
of  my  fincerity.  I  have  the  honour  of 
being,  v 

SIR, 

Yours,  &c. 


LETTER  II. 

Defcription  of  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton 
continued ;  of  the  principal  parti  inhabited , 
of  its  productions,  &c. 


SIR, 

T  N  my  laft  I  promifed  you  a  particular' 
A  defcription  of  the  remainder  of  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  before  I  came  to 

C  Louif- 
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Louifburg.  I  fhall  keep  my  word;  nay, 
I  fhall  do  more,  and  give  you  likewife  a 
compendious  account  of  the  ifland  of 
St.  John.  As  this  and  fome  other  adjacent 
places  belong  to  the  government  of  Louif¬ 
burg,  of  courfe  they  are  within  the  fphere 
of  your  inquiry  concerning  the  French 
poffeffions  in  this  part  of  North  America, 
You  fee  that  in  extending  the  limits  of  your 
curiofity,  I  confider  rather  your  pleafure 
than  my  own  trouble;  but  indeed  there 
can  be  none  in  ferving  a  friend  of  your 
confequence  and  value. 

Port  Touioufe  is  the  mod;  confiderable 

*  v 

harbour  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  next  to 
Louifburg ;  and  of  the  two  is  the  moft 
populous.  .  From  hence  to  Louifburg  by 
land  is  about  the  diftance  of  eighteen 
leagues.  The  road  was  made  by  the  Count 
de  Raymond  in  1752.  The  court  of  France 
greatly  difapproved  of  this  undertaking,  and 
indeed  not  without  good  reafon.  The  ex¬ 
pending  a  hundred  thoufand  livres  upon  a 
road,  that  can  be  of  no  fervice  but  to 
the  enemy,  by  rendering  thofe  eminences 

which 
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which  command  Louifburg  moie  accefublc, 
is  certainly  money  very  ill  applied.  True 
it  is  that  the  abovementioned  gentleman 
intended  to  erect  a  few  redoubts,  in  oidei 
to  oppofe  a  defcent,  in  cafe  of  a  war  with 
England :  but  he  llrould  not  have  ventured 
to  execute  the  one,  without  making  himfelf 
fure  of  the  other. 

This  poll  notwithstanding  would  be  of 
the  utmoft  importance,  were  it  only  forti¬ 
fied.  It  ferves  as  a  ftaple  or  magazine  for 
the  ifland  of  St.  John,  which  is  ho  more 
than  forty  leagues  d'lftant ;  there  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Iflt  Madame,  Little  Dcgrat,  L  yh  - 
doife,  St.  EJ'prit,  and  of  the  river  of  inhabi¬ 
tants,  may  ealily  aft'emble.  Beuues,  it  is 
conveniently  fituated  for  giving  intelligence 
of  the  motions  of  the  Englilh,  either  on 
the  fide  of  Canfo,  which  is  only  eighteen 
leagues  from  Louifburg ;  or  towards  the 
paflage  of  Fronfac, 

I  fet  out  upon  my  journey  the  fifth  of  v  e- 

bruary  1752,  in  company  with  the  perfons 

whom  the  commandant  had  directed  to  make 

an  exact  furvev  of  tne  coaft.  The  road  we 

C  2  took. 
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took  was  that  of  the  Count  de  St.  Raymond, 
leaving  on  the  left-hand  a  lake,  which 
forms  the  rivulet  of  Point  fiat.  The  fixth 
we  arrived  at  Gabarus  bay,  after  travelling 
half  the  way  from  the  firft  habitation 
through  a  foreft  of  beech  in  a  very  fandy 
foil,  and  the  other  half  through  a  road*, 
which  brought  us  to  the  foot  of  the 
Devil’s  mountain. 

t 

Gabarus  bay,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Louifburg,  is  formed  by  the  white  point , 
diftant  from  each  other  about  three  leagues 
by  fea,  and  fix  by  land.  It  is  nearly  a 
league  and  a  half  in  length,  to  the  north- 
weft  of  what  we  properly  call  Gabarus 
point  5  where  there  are  two  peninfula’s, 
called  Def gout  ins  and  the  Governor s,  within 
which  there  is  fafe  anchorage  In  all  weather, 
except  during  the  fouth-eaft  winds,  for  then 
the  fea  is  moft  boifterous.  The  bottom 
is  gravel,  and  good  holding  ground.  The 


*  French  call  it  ehemtn  plaque ,  the  nature  of  which 
is  as  follows :  when  they  intend  to  make  a  road  acrofs  a 
wood,  thofe  that  go  foremoft  have  a  hatchet  in  their  hand, 
with  which  they  cut  off  the  bark  of  the  trees  to  the  right 
and  to  the  left,  within  a  certain  diftance,  in  order  to  mark 
cutaway.  ■  ■■  ■_  two 
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two  points  forming  this  bay,  are  fituated 
north-eaft  and  fouth-eaft.  On  the  fiat 
point  to  the  north-weft  of  the  ifland,  between 
the  white  point  and  Cote  Morandiere ,  which 
is  only  half  a  league  from  Louilburg,  there 
is  a  creek,  where  the  Englilli  made  a  defcent 
in  1745.  Here  you  may  eafily  take  infrefti 
water,  upon  the  Governor  s  ifiand,  which 
has  two  fprings  within  feven  or  eight  fa¬ 
thoms  from  the  fea-fliore,  that  run  into 
the  neighbouring  barachois  or  ponds. 

They  give  the  name  of  barachois  in  this 
country  to  fmall  ponds  near  the  fea,  from 
which  they  are  feparated  only  by  a  kind  of 
caufeway.  There  is  no  poffibility  of  tra¬ 
velling  even  the  diftance  of  a  league  along 
the  coaft  without  meeting  with  fome  of 
thefe  pieces  of  water. 

The  land  between  Gabarus.  point  and 
the  town  is  very  uneven,  marfliy,  and 
full  of  brambles.  It  is  covered  with  turf 
twelve  feet  deep,  which  all  the  art  of  man 
can  never  dry  up.  Neither  is  there  any 
poffibility  of  draining  off  the  waters,  the 
bogs  being  furrounded  with  high  rocky 

C  3  ground. 
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ground.  The  bottom  is  a  mixture  of  fat 
clay,  and  round  Hones,  that  form  a  very 
hard  cement.  From  thence  it  is  eafy  to 
judge  of  the  difficulty  of  making  a  defcent 
in  <his  part  of  the  bay,  and  of  tranfporting 
artillery  over  fuch  ground.  But  from  Cote 
Morandiere ,  which  is  four  leagues  upon  a 
defcent  from  Bafque  point  to  the  Devil's 
mountain ,  there  are  feverai  creeks  or  little 
bays  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other, 
where  an  enemy  may  land  without  running 
any  great  danger. 

We  left  the  Devil's  mountain  behind  us, 
and  arrived  at  Bafque  point,  otherwife  called 
Point  dehors  *,  which  is  two  leagues  further. 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountain  begins  a 
fand-bank,  half  a  league  in  length,  and 
from  forty  to  fifty  fathoms  in  breadth. 
Here  an  enemy  may  land  at  any  time  with 
the  tide,  except  it  blows  a  florrm  Neither 
could  the  redoubts  propofed  to  be  eredted 
on  Point  flat ,  and  on  Cote  Morandiere, 
hinder  a  defcent  in  this  place,  being  at  too 
great  a  diftance. 

*  The  outward  feint*. 
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Yet  thefe  redoubts,  as  I  have  bcfoie  ob¬ 
served,  would  ftill  be  of  great  ufe.  For 
not  only  they  would  hinder  the  enemy  from 
landing  too  near  the  town  ;  but  even  when 
he  had  effe&uated  a  defcent  by  means  of 
the  fand-bank  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay, 
they  would  annoy  him  greatly.  Becaufe, 
after  forcing  his  way  through  a  road  almoft 
impracticable,  he  would  be  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  attacking  the  redoubts  before  he 
could  get  into  the  other  road :  and  this 
would  be  attended  with  fo  much  the  more 
danger,  as  by  making  proper  detachments 
of  the  garrifon,  under  brave  and  able 
commanders,  together  with  the  affiflance  of 
the  favages,  thofe  little  forts  might  be  ren¬ 
dered  in  fome  meafure  impregnable. 

Within  a  quarter  of  a  league  of  the  fand- 

bank  fouthward,  there  is  a  creek  neat  the 

outward  point  of  the  abovementioned  bay, 

where  veffels  may  ride  at  anchor  in  four 

or,  five  fathoms  water,  fheltered  fiom  all 

winds,  except  the  north,  which  blows  over 

the  land.  This  place  is  very  well  fituated 

for  the  cod-fifhery,  which  the  old  mhabi- 

C  4  tants 
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tants  followed  with  fuccefs  before  the  Iaft 
war  5  and  fome  do  follow  it  ftill ;  but  upon 
the  whole,  this  fettlement  has  been  very 
much  neglecled.  The  foil  is  of  a  middling 
quality.  There  are  feveral  fine  meadows 
in  this  neighbourhood,  that  produce  ex¬ 
cellent  pailure,  proper  for  grazing  a  large 
number  of  cattle,  though  a  great  part  of 
the  land  lies  altogether  wafte.  - 

«  \  V 

We  fet  out  from  Gabarus  the  eighth, 
and  took  our  route  by  the  harbour'  -  of 
Fourche  ■,  diftant  from  thence  three  leagues. 
Ik  hind  tne  land— bank  we  found  a  lake, 
“which  we  followed  for  a  quarter  of  a  league 
“weftward.  This  lake  may  be  two  hundred 
and  fifty  fathoms  in  breadth.  The  banks 
are  covered  with  fir,  and  the  neighbouring 
lands  with  beech.  We  eroded  a  thicket  of 
nr-trees,  of  about  forty  fathoms  ;  this 
brought  us  to  the  long  lake,  which  may 
be  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  length,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  in  breadth.  The 
banks  are  covered  with  beech.  We  followed- 
this  water  about  a  hundred  fathoms,  till  we 
arrived  at  the  great  lake  of  Gabarus,  form¬ 
ing 
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ing  three  branches,  which  run  a  great  way- 
up  the  country,  to  the  north,  north-eaft,  and 
fouth-eaft.  The  river  of  the  pond  of  Bel- 
lefeuille  has  its  rife  in  the  north  branch. 
We  went  acrofs  it,  direfling  our  courfe 
fouth-weft  about  four  hundred  fathoms, 
and  then  weft  north-weft  for  a  quarter  of 
a  league.  The  borders  of  the  lake  have 
very  little  beech,  but  almoft  every  where  are 
covered  with  fir. 

At  the  further  end  of  this  lake  we  made 
a  carriage  of  fourfcore  fathoms,  and  a  fe- 
cond  of  four  hundred,  after  finding  another 
lake  five  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  long 
and  feventy  in  breadth ;  and  at  length  we 
arrived  at  the  pond  of  Bellefeuille. 

This  pond  is  very  fpacious,  and  forms 
feveral  large  branches,  that  run  up  the 
country,  north-eaft,  north  and  north-weft. 
The  borders  of  it  are  covered  with  brambles 
and  fir.  The  entrance  is  north  and  fouth, 
and  may  be  about  two  fathoms  in  breadth. 
A  light  boat  may  get  in  at  high  water. 

A  quarter  of  a  league  beyond  this  pond  on 
the  feaTide  there  is  a  land-bank,  which  runs 

north- 
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north-eaft  and  fouth-weft.  Its  fituation  on  the 
open  beach  will  not  afford  any  fhelter  for  fhipsj 
fo  that  if  an  enemy  were  to  make  a  defoent 
there  in  fine  weather,  he  would  run  the 
danger  of  being  cut  off,  if  there  was  to  be 
a  ftorm  before  he  reimbarked.  Befides, 
he  would  have  a  thoufand  obffacles  to 
furmount,  in  cafe  he  attempted  to  advance 
into  the  country,  as  far  as  Gabarus  by 
the  road  we  have  been  juft  now  defcribing, 
which  is  accefiible  only  to  a  few  people. 

We  left  this  pond  to  thofe  who  were 
rafh  enough  to  venture  being  loft  there, 
and  entered  into  an  auniguen  *,  which 
brought  us  eaft  fouth-weft  for  above  four 
hundred  fathoms  to  the  pond  of  Marcochet . 

This  place  is  a  league  in  breadth,  and  has 
feveral  branches.  That  to  the  north-weft 
is  a  league  and  a  half  in  length,  forming 
a  great  many  little  iflands  ;  the  gullet  of  it 
lies  north  and  fouth,  and  may  be  about 
twelve  fathoms  in  breadth.  At  high  water 

*  A  term  ufed  by  the  favages  to  fignify  a  place  which 
the  tide  comes  up  to,  and  is  left  almoft  dry  at  low-water. 
The  favages  drive  hakes  or  piles  to  keep  in  th«  filh  after  the 
water  i$ru$  of. 


a  boat 
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a  boat  heavy  laden  may  crofs  it,  taking  Cuie 
to  avoid  a  rock  to  the  entrance  to  the  right, 
and  a  fand-bank  to  the  left.  Thefe  two 
Ihelves  render  the  paffage  quite  unfafe,  ex¬ 
cept  in  a  boat.  The  borders  of  the  ponds 
are  covered  with  fir,  and  before  them  there 
js  a  fand-bank  not  unlike  to  that  of  Belle- 
fouille.  About  a  league  wide  from  hence 
there  are  a  good  many  breakers,  which  have 
not  above  a  fathom  water,  and  there  are 
great  numbers  of  them  on  this  coaft,  as 
there  are  of  fand«-banks  that  rife  above 
■water  all  along  from  the  neck  or  gullet  to 
the  harbour  of  Fourche,  diftant  from  thence 

but  a  quarter  of  a  league. 

The  harbour  of  Fourche  is  fituated  on 
the  coaft  to  the  fouthward  of  the  ifland, 
and  is  an  excellent  place  for  the  cod-fifhery. 

The  entrance  is  very  difficult  becaufe  of  the 
lhoals.  It  is  divided  into  two  branches  ; 
one  runs  weft  north-weft,  and  the  othei 
weft.  The  latter  was  made  very  commo- 
dious  before  the  laft  war.  The  Englifh  let 
fire  to  all  the  fettlements,  excepting  a  ma¬ 
gazine  of  a  hundred  feet,  which  is  ftill  in 

being, 
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being.  The  lands  around  this  haven  pro¬ 
duce  very  good  pafture,  and  in  great  abun¬ 
dance. 

4 

We  fet  out  from  Fourche  the  ninth, 
and  after  traverfing  a  wood  of  Ipruce  fir 
about  a  cjuaiter  of  a  league,  we  came  to  a 
lake  extending  alio  a  quarter  of  a  league  in 
length,  and  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  fa¬ 
thoms  in  breadth  j  and  following  one  of 

its  branches,  we  arrived  at  length  at  the 

Great  rajberry-fond. 

This  place  is  fituated  within  half  a  league 
of  the  harbour  of  Fourche.  The  entrance 
lies  north- weft  and  fouth  fouth-weft,  and 
may  be  about  a  hundred  and  ten  fathoms 
at  its  greateft  breadth.  There  are  two 
breakers  over  againft  the  mouth  of  it  5  but 
this  does  not  hinder  boats  with  five  or  fix 
cords  of  wood,  from  entering  3  nor  vefiels 
from  riding  fafe  at  anchor.  It  runs  a 
league  and  a  half  up  the  country,  and  is 
divided  into  feveral  branches  :  that  to  the 
north  north-weft  forms  towards  the  mid¬ 
dle  a  great  many  little  iflands.  The 
lands  being  fwampy,  you  fee  nothing  worth 

notice 
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notice  except  a  few  meadows.  The  coun¬ 
try  is  covered  with  firs  and  briars  ;  yet 
with  fuch  a  prodigious  intermixture  of  raf- 
berries,  as  to  give  name  to  this  pond, 
as  well  as  to  another  which  we  arrived  at 
by  an  auniguen ,  preceding  weftward  the 
fpace  of  two  hundred  fathoms. 

The  fecond  pond,  knownby  the  name  of 
the  Small-rajberry,  is  very  inconfiderable, 
being  acceffible  only  to  the  canoes  of  the 
favages.  It  is  a  league  in  breadth  to  the 
fouth-weft,  and  is  divided  into  feverai 
branches,  which  run  about  two  leagues  up 
the  land,  forming  feverai  fmall  iflands. 
That  which  branches  out  to  north  north- 

•  '  i  -"Vt  S  ;• .  'i  ■  '  f )  {  y  i  .  '  • 

eaft,  is  faid  to  form  a  river,  which  empties 

itfelf  into  the  lake  of  the  river  of  Mire. 

.  ?  , 

From  thence  we  continued  to  furvey  the 
coaft  the  fpace  of  four  leagues,  till  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  St.  Efprit.  In  this  pafiage  we  per¬ 
ceived  no  more  than  two  creeks,  where 
boats  may  be  fheltered  from  the  winds, 
reckoning  from  the  weft  and  north-weft 
points  to  north  north -eaft.  That  creek 
which  they  diftinguilh  by  the  name  of  Cap- 

tan> 
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tan ,  is  the  fafeft.  But  excepting  thefe  two 
places  of  flicker  for  fhallops  and  canoes, 
the  remainder  of  the  coaft  is  inacceflible, 
being  lined  with  rocks  and  high  grounds, 
the  tops  of  which  are  covered  with  fir. 

The  harbour  of  St.  Efprit  *  admits  of 
veffels  of  fixty  or  feventy  tun,  which  may 
anchor  there  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  ten 
or  twelve  feet  deep  at  high  water.  The 
mouth  thereof  lies  north-eaft  and  weft 
fouth-weft.  There  are  two  breakers,  one 
on  each  fide.  Behind  the  road  there  is  a 
pond,  which  runs  up  the  land  about  half 
a  league  to  the  north-weft.  It  is  lined  with 
pafture  grounds ;  and  the  mouth  or  gullet  is 
deep  enough  at  high  water  for  boats  laden 

with  five  cords  of  wood. 

St.  Efprit  is  well  planted,  and  lies  very 
convenient  for  the  cod-fishery.  Round 
about  it  there  are  a  great  many  meadows } 
but  the  foil  in  general  is  fattdy,  and  co¬ 
vered  with  fir  ;  yet  they  have  a  great  many 
very  good  gardens,  abounding  with  all  forts 

*  The  French  call  it  a  rade  for  fine ,  which  fignifies  that 
trading  vefTels  can  have  accefs  to  it  only  at  particular  times 
©f  the  year. 

of 
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of  legumes.  Notwithftanding  that  this 
place  has  fuffered  greatly  by  the  laft  war, 
yet  it  begins  to  recover  itfelf  apace. 

The  1 1  th  of  February  we  fet  out  from 
St.  Efprit  for  Jrdoife  *,  where  we  ar¬ 
rived  the  fame  day.  In  the  courfe  of  fix 
leagues,  which  was  the  whole  diftance,  we 
found  a  fand  bank  which  produceth  abun¬ 
dance  of  herbs,  efpecially  wild  peafe  and 
rock  parfley,  and  a  kind  of  wild  falary, 
of  excellent  ufe  for  fallads  and  foups. 
This  bank  extends  from  St.  Efprit  as  far 
as  the  Cabbage  creek  -j~.  The  place  is  but 
fmall,  yet  veflels  may  ride  there  in  fouth- 
Vveft,  north-welt,  and  north  north-eafl: 

'  1 

winds :  but  if  it  blows  from  any  other 
quarter  of  the  compafs,  they  are  greatly 
expofed.  The  circumference  may  be  three 
quarters  of  a  league,  and  in  the  middle 
it  has  feven  or  eight  fathoms  water. 
There  are  two  breakers  wide  of  the  creek, 
which  upon  your  entrance  you  leave  to 
the  right.  The  great  river  difembogues 
itfelf  into  this  creek.  Were  it  poflible  for 

*  Ar.hife  fignifies  a  JTatc  in  French.  f  Anfs  de  la  deux. 

veflels 
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veflels  of  eighty  tun  to  enter,  they  might 
run  up  the  fpace  of  two  leagues.  The  banks 
are  covered  with  beech  and  with  various 

V, 

forts  of  fir  and  pine-trees. 

From  thence  as  far  as  Ardoife ,  the  di- 
ftance  of  four  leagues,  we  faw  nothing  but 
a  chain  of  fteep  rocks,  and  a  fand-bank 
oppofite  the  ifiands  of  Michault,  which  lie 
half  a  league  out  to  fea,  and  abound  with 
fuch  plenty  of  game,  that  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  ground  feems  to  be  covered 
with  it.  In  fhort,  the  coaft  all  along  to 
Ardoife,  exhibits  nothing  but  precipices  to 
the  eye,  and  is  abfolutely  inacceflible. 

The  bay  of  Ardoife  divides  itfelf  into  two 
branches ;  the  fmalleft,  though  expofed  to 
the  winds  from  the  main,  is  preferable  to 
the  other,  becaufe  it  does  not  run  fo  far  up 
the  country,  and  has  a  larger  column  of 
water.  VefTels  are  obliged  to  laveer  with 
all  winds  in  the  great  bay,  and  of  courfe 
are  detained  there  a  confiderable  while  :  fo 
that  they  never  come  to  anchor  there  but 
when  neceflity  obliges  them  to  it.  This 
branch  advances  above  half  a  league -up 

the 
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the  land,  but  is  navigable  only  for  fhallops. 

However,  it  is  an  excellent  bay  for  fifhing, 

■ 

as  it  abounds  with  very  good  cod.  There 
is  plenty  of  pafture  and  beech  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  ;  but  the  foil  is  too  fandv  to  be 

y  J 

•  t  ♦  * 

proper  for  any  other  purpcfe  than  gardening. 

'g  fi  1  n  * 

In  tills  bay  there  is  a  quarry  of  Hate, 
from  whence  it  takes  its  name.  The  coaft 
is  very  fteep,  and  towards  that  part  near  the 
fea-fhore,  you  may  fee  the  different  jflrata. 
This  quarry  runs  a  great  way,  and  if  the 

, '  Jrt,  |  >  . 

flate  were  but  of  a  good  quality,  it  would 

be  a  confiderable  advantage  to  the  colony. 

_  .  . 

We  examined  it  in  two  different  places,  but 
miffed  the  right  ffratum.  We  found  only 
fome  large  flakes,  fo  loofe  as  to  break  at 
the  ieaff  contact:. 

'  ,  s'  r  -  t  ,  .  ^ 

From  Ardoife  we  fet  out  the  13th,  and 
came  to  a  fpacious  bay,  the  entrance  of 
which  lies  fouth-eaft  and  north-weft.  It  is 
four  fathoms  in  depth ;  and  when  veifels 
have  got  in,  they  may  ride  extremely  fafe 
in  fifteen  or  fixteen  feet  water,  except  in 
very  high  winds.  As  the  bottom  is  a 
:-fand,  if  they  were  to  drive  from 

JD  their 
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their  anchors,  they  would  either  run  upon 
the  rocks  of  Cape  Ardoife,  or  be  loft  upon  a 
fand-bank  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  This 
inconveniency  is  the  caufe  of  its  not  be¬ 
ing  frequented  by  mariners  in  autumn,  at 
which  time  it  frequently  blows  hard  upon 
the  coaft  ;  and  then  no  veffels  venture  ex-  * 
cept  thofe  concerned  in  tranfporting  cord- 
wood. 

Within  a  quarter  of  a  league  of  this 
bay,  you  difcover  the  ifland  of  the  fouth 
fouth-weft  point,  which  may  be  about  half 
a  league  in  circumference.  It  is  the  boun¬ 
dary  of  the  lands  of  the  great  ifland  by  the 
cape  of  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  bay, 
and  is  covered  with  beech. 

Upon  quitting  this  place  we  difcovered 
a  fmall  auniguen  and  two  ponds,  one  of 
which  is  called  the  pond  of  the  feven  little 
iflands  ;  but  they  are  too  inconftderable  to 
engrofs  your  attention. 

From  thence  we  proceeded  through  p, 
wood  of  different  forts  of  trees,  at  the 
end  of  which  we  dilcovered  Port  Tou- 

loufe,  where  we  arrived  foon  after.  As 

,  this 


Cape  Breton  continued. 


this  is  a  very  f life  harbour,  you  will  per¬ 
mit  rne,  Sir,  to  land  you.  Indeed  this  ac¬ 
count  has  been  fo  diffufe,  that  I  can  add  no¬ 
thing  further  to  it  without  being  tirefome: 
and  the  barrennefs  of  the  fubjeft  is  fuel), 
that  I  ought  even  to  afk  pardon  for  taking 
up  fo  much  of  your  time.  Yet  this  narrative 
may  be  of  advantage  ;  and  fince  you  are  de- 
firous  of  making  the  tour  of  the  ifland,  I 
rauft  give  you  proper  directions  for  land¬ 
ing.  But  fliould  you  be  curious  to  know 
how  many  enemies  you  would  have  to  en¬ 
counter,  if  like  Amadis  of  Gaul,  you  were  to 
venture  by  yourfelf  upon  an  expedition  of 
this  high  importance,  I  am  qualified  to  give 
you  a  fatisfadlory  account  from  Louif- 
burg  as  far  as  Pert  Touloufe.  The 'whole 
number  is  no  more  than  one  hundred  and 
eighty  inhabitants,  feme  of  whom  live  very 
comfortably,  and  others  indifferently  ;  but 
they  fare  bell  towards  Gabarus,  where  there 
is  plenty  of  game,  and  where  the  woodcocks 
are  fo  extremely  tame,  that  you  may  knock 
them  down  with  ftones.  Confult  your 
courage  upon  thefe  articles,  and  in  the 


mean 
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mean  while  believe  me  that  I  am  with  the 
greateft  attachment, 

SIR)  Yours,  &c. 

%  l  t 

LETTER  III. 

JDefcription  of  Cape  Breton  continued ,  of  the 

co aft  o  the  right,  &c. 

SIR, 

I  Have  received  the  favour  of  yours,  in  an- 
fwer  to  my  firft  letter  concerning  the  ifland 
of  Cape  Breton  and  am  greatly  pleafed  that 
you  make  no  other  complaint  than  at  my  not 
having  entered  into  a  fufficient  detail.  You 
will  have  no  occafion,  I  am  fure,  to  find  the 
fame  fault  with  the  fecond,  nor  with  thofe 
which  I  fhall  write  to  you  hereafter.  As  for 
reflexions  which  arife  from  the  nature  of  the 
fubjcdt,  and  afford  entertainment  to  the  mind, 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  proper  to 
defer  them,  till  I  have  finilhed  the  defcrip- 
tive  part,  in  which  you  are  not  for  having 
the  leafl  thing  omitted.  You  mult  there¬ 
fore  bear  with  the  fterility  of  the  fubjeX ; 
for  I  do  not  rank  you  among  thofe  who 

take. 
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take  pleafure  in  criticifing  the  works  of  the 
Creator,  or  in  finding  fault  with  people 
when  they  have  done  their  beft.  This  is 
ftriftly  applicable  to  far  the  greateft  part  of 
the  topography  of  Cape  Breton  5  but  perhaps 
we  fhall  be  more  entertaining,  after  we  have 
finifhed  the  account  of  this  voyage,  which 
has  been  hitherto  conduced  as  far  as  Port 
Touloufe. 

You  enter  this  harbour,  which  is  fituat- 
ed  to  the  right,  by  a  narrow  paflage.  The 
entrance  runs  eaft  and  weft  for  the  fpace  of 
three  leagues,  and  is  of  unequal  breadth  : 
yet  it  may  be  reduced  to  a  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  fathoms.  Vefiels  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  tun  cannot  get  in,  there  being  two 
fhoals  in  the  middle.  It  requires  great  fkill 
even  to  pilot  the  fmall  vefiels. 

Port  Touloufe  is  formed  by  the  coaft 
point,  and  that  of  the  brick-kiln,  which 
lie  north-weft  and  fouth-eaft.  The  diftance 
from  one  to  the  other  is  three  quarters  of  a 
league.  There  is  a  channel  through  which 
the  king’s  frigates  might  pafs,  if  there  was 
jiot  a  very  long  winding,  which  renders  it  of 

D  3  diffi- 
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difficult  accefs.  Yet  in  cafe  of  nece  fifty 
the  enti  ance  might  be  facilitated  even  to 
large  fhips,  only  by  being  at  the  expence 
of  marking  the  channel  to  the  right  and  to 
the  left;  for  then  a  veil'd  might  pafs  without 
running  any  rifk.  It  is  pity  that  this  harbour 
L  not  renuered  capable  of  admitting  fliips 
-of  ah  burdens,  as  it  affords  a  moil  delight¬ 
ful  pro  (peer,  and  is  eafy  to  fortify.  Seve¬ 
ral  forts  might  be  conhructed  on  the  diffe- 
i  ent  points  around  it,  which  would  hinder 


an  enemy  from  approaching:  but  in  its 
prefent  condition  it  is  next  to  impoffible  to 

prevent  a  defeent,  as  you  may  judge  from 
what  follows. 

x  rom  the  point  of  the  cld  intendance  to 
tne  river  of  fillard,  and  from  thence  to  the 
creek  of  the  brick-kilns,  where  the  foil  is 


/tony  and  improper  for  tillage,  it  is  very 
good  landing  all  the  way,  and  protected 
fiom  the  fettlement.  As  you  approach  to- 
waids  land,  the  brick-kiln  is  only  a  league 
diflant  from  the  houfes  in  the  harbour,  and 
ihiee  quarters  of  a  league  from  the  river  of 
Tiliard. 


This 
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This  river  lies  convenient  foi  tiadej 
affording  a  fafe,  though  not  very  fpacious, 
harbour.  Veffels  of  a  hundred  tun  are 
flickered  from  all  winds.  The  inhabitants 
of  Port  Touloufe  run  their  boats  here  a- 
fhore  in  winter.  This  is  the  only  pait 
not  overlooked  by  the  King  s  fettlement. 
From  Co  aft-point  there  runs  a  ftrand, 
which  leaves  a  fmall  fpace  as  far  as  the  north- 
land,  where  this  fettlement  is  fituated.  In 
this  fpot  there  is  a  branch  that  advances 
half  a  league  eaftward  into  the  country, 
where  it  would  be  as  eafy  to  land  as  in 
any  part  whatever. 

Half  a  league  from  the  harbour  eaft  fouth- 

CD 

eaft,  lies  the  great  ftrand,  formed  by  a 
point  to  the  eaft,  and  another  weft.  The 
entrance  is  fouth- weft  and  north-weft. 
Veffels  may  anchor  in  five  or  fix  fathoms 
water.  It  is  likewife  protected  from  all 
winds,  except  thofe  that  blow  from  off  the 
land.  There  are  two  breakers  oppofite  the 
eaft-point,  which  are  vifible  at  low-water ; 
but  in  coming  in  you  leave  them  on  your 
left-hand. 

D  4 
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neighbourhood  of  fort  Touloufe. 

I  muff  now  tsice  fome  notice  ot  the  con- 
veniency  of  this  harbour.  Its  populoufnefs 
hath  been  already  mentioned  ;  apd  indeed 
tney  reckon  two  hundred  and  thirty  inhabi¬ 
tants,  exciuf  ve  of  officers  and  the  king’s 


Der.  Befides,  they  till  the  earth,  and  keep 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  cattle  and  poultry. 
They  were  the  firft  that  brewed  an  excel¬ 
lent  fort  of  antifcorbutic,  of  the  tops  cf 
the  fprucs-Jir  ■  and  from  the  fame  tree  they 
extract  a  kind  of  turpentine,  which  they 
call  woite  balm.  They  have  a  great  number 
or  maple  trees  of  a  very  good  grain,  proper 
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the  flocks  of  guns.  This  wood  has  a  different 
fap  from  all  others,  which  the  inhabitants 
extract  from  it  by  trituration  in  the  months 
of  March  and  April.  It  is  a  juice  moft 
agreeable  to  the  tafle,  of  the  colour 
of  Spanifh  wine,  good  for  the  bread:,  a 
prefervative  againft  the  ftone,  and  no  way 
hurtful  to  the  flomach.  They  boil  it,  and 
make  fugar  of  it.  Laflly,  this  is  the  place 
that  the  favages  of  Cape  Breton  and  Aca¬ 
dia  bring  all  their  furs  to,  and  exchange 
them  for  European  commodities. 

Port  Touloufe  being  no  more  than  eigh¬ 
teen  leagues  from  Louifburg,  and  five  and 
twenty  from  the  ifland  of  St.  John  by  the 
lake  of  Labrador,  is  of  courfe  the  center  of 
communication  to  the  whole  illand.  From 
thence  one  may  obferve  the  leaft  motion  of 
the  Englifh,  either  at  Canfo,  or  in  the 
paffage  of  Fronfac  ;  and  advice  may  be  fent 
to  the  commandant  of  Louifburg  in  lefs 
than  eighteen  hours. 

Tire  favages  who  are  almofl  all  in  a 
body  on  the  ifland  of  the  holy  family  in 
Labrador,  where  they  have  a  miffionary 

whom 
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whom  they  highly  refpedl,  might  likewife 
be  of  fervice  in  giving  early  intelligence. 
Befides,  being  fo  near,  they  might  come 
over  in  a  trice  upon  the  lead:  appearance  of 
danger  ;  as  well  as  the  people  of  the  illands 
of  Madame ,  Petit  Degraf,  Ardoife ,  St. 
Pfpnt ,  and  the  river  of  inhabitants. 

You  fee,  Sir,  that  fuch  a  number  of 
men  collected  in  a  body,  would  make  a 
fmall  army,  fo  as  to  render  this  place  im¬ 
pregnable,  efpecially  with  the  alii  fiance  of 
a  few  fortifications. 

After  making  thefe  remarks,  we  fet  out 

from  Port  Touloufe  the  twentieth  of  Fe- 

.»  v 

bruary,  and  directed  our  courfe  by  a  river 
diflant  from  thence  a  league  and  a  half. 
It  lofes  itfelf  in  the  fmall  pafage,  and  takes 
its  rife  in  a  large  bafon  fituated  within  a 
quarter  of  a  league  of  the  gullet  in  the 
north  part  of  the  iftand.  Its  length  from 
eaft  to  weft  is  about  half  a  league ;  and 
its  breadth,  which  is  very  unequal,  may 
be  at  the  moft  a  hundred  and  fifty  fa¬ 
thoms.  The  entrance  lies  north  and  fouth. 
In  a  courfe  of  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a 

league 


*» 
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league  it  is  from  fifteen  to  fixteen  feet  deep 
at  high  water ;  and  in  every  part  through¬ 
out  you  meet  with  from  three  to  five.  It  is 
navigable  for  veflels  of  a  hundred  tun, which 
are  laden  here  with  timber  and  cord-wood. 

The  badnefs  of  the  weather  obliged  us 
to  fojourn  fome  time  on  the  banks  of 
this  river,  which  are  covered  with  beech. 
We  fet  out  from  hence  the  next  day,  and 
after  making  a  carriage  for  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile  through  a  plantation  of  fir, 
we  arrived  at  the  creek  of  Decoux,  fituate  on 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  ifiands  of  Madame . 

This  creek  would  form  part  of  the  ftrait 
of  Fronfac,  wrere  it  not  for  the  feparation 
effected  by  two  ifiands,  which  lie  in  a  direct 
line  with  the  north  lands,  bordering  on 
each  other.  There  are  two  entrances  at 
the  two  extremities  of  thefe  ifiands.  The 
north  and  fouth-wefl:  part  of  the  eaftern 
extremity,  is  by  far  the  wholfomeft.  Veflels 
of  a  hundred  tun  may  anchor  here  in 
every  part  from  three  to  nine  fathoms. 
The  north- eafl:  and  fouth-wefl:  part  of  the 
wefiern  extremity  is  navigable  only  for  vef- 

fels 
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iels  that  draw  from  fix  to  feven  feet  at 
high  water. 

The  length  of  this  creek  is  three  quarters 
of  a  league,  'and  half  a  quarter  in  breadth. 
If  runs  ealt  and  welt.  The  banks  are 
covered  with  fir ;  and  about  a  quarter  of 
a  league  within  land,  you  meet  with  all 
forts  of  timber,  proper  for  contracting 
veflels  of  lefier  burden, 

Leaving  this  creek,  we  eroded  the  firaifc 
above  the  burnt  tjland ,  and  arrived  at  the 
iflands  of  Madame ,  after  a  paffage  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  fathoms. 

The  fitrait  of  Fronfac  feparates  Cape 
Breton  from  the  continent,  and  is  one  of 
the  entrances  of  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence, 

It  is  the  channel  of  communication  between 

\ 

Louifburg  and  the  ifland  of  St.  John ,  Green-: 
bay ,  Chedaik ,  the  bay  des  Chaleurs  *,  Ga- 
fpee ,  and  the  remainder  of  Canada  ;  not 
only  becaufe  it  is  the  fhorteft  way,  but 
moreover  for  the  advantage  of  fafe  anchor-? 
age  in  cafe  of  bad  weather,  or  of  contrary 
winds.  This  pafiage  is  known  only  to  the 
cruifers  of  Cape  Breton,  who  perform  it  in 

*  Ba>  tf  heats-  fmalf 


Cape  Breton  continued.  45 

fmall  vefiels ;  but  it  will  become  of  greater 
importance,  in  proportion  as  the  country 
grows  more  populous.  It  is  extremely 
ealy  and  convenient  for  an  (bits  of  velieio. 
The  ftrait  is  five  or  fix  leagues  to  the  north- 
weft  of  Canfo.  It  is  fituate  nearly  north 
north- weft,  and  fouth  fouth-eaft,  in  lengtn 
about  four  leagues,  and  at  the  molt  but 
half  a  league  in  breadth.  In  one  part  it  is 
no  more  than  three  hundred  fathoms. 

The  illands  of  Madame  lie  before  the 
mouth  of  the  ftrait  of  Fronfac  to  the  fouth- 
eaft,  and  extend  themfelves  betwixt  Port 
Touloufe  and  Canfo,  forming  two  outlets 
to  the  right  and  left,  which  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  names  of  the  greater  and 
kjjer  pajfage  for  arriving  at  the  entrance  of 
the  ftrait.  The  greater  paffage  is  that  which 
feparates  thefe  illands  of  Madame  from  the 
continent,  and  is  navigable  for  all  forts  of 
velfels.  The  lelfer  is  formed  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  thefe  illes  and  Cape  Breton, 
and  is  full  of  little  illands.  It  is  navigable 
only  for  fmall  vellels. 

This  illand  is  near  four  leagues  in  length. 
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and  a  leaSue  and  a  half  in  breadth.  The 
length,  as  well  as  the  paffage, '  runs  eaft 

ana  weft  •  and  the  breadth  is  north  and 
fouth.  It  is  indented  in  two  places  by  arms 
of  the  fea,  which  divide  it  into  three  parts, 
and  there  is  hardly  water  enough  for  Ihallops’ 

The  foil  is  not  proper  for  cultivation  ; 
for,  not  to  mention  that  in  fpring  there 
are  continual  fogs,  the  earth  is  only  a  com- 
pofition  of  white  clay  and  of  Hones  heap¬ 
ed  upon  one  another.  The  interior  part  is 
covered  with  beech  and  fmall  cherry  trees,: 
and  the  borders  with  different  forts  of  fir. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  iHands  of  Madame 
are  about  a  hundred  and  thirteen  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  live  as  well  as  they  can  :  that  is, 
being  gieaJy  ffreigthened  by  the  barrennefs 
of  the  foil,  they  fubfift  by  means  of  a 
little  commerce.  Some  maintain  themfelves 
by  iifhing  and  hunting  others  by  cruizing 
v\  inter  and  fu miner,  and  cutting  wood  for 
filing,  whicn  they  fell  for  five  livres  the 
coid  along  the  coaff.  The  few  horned  cattle 
they  ai  e  able  to  maintain,  are  likewife  a  con- 
fideiabie  iciiex  to  them  :  in  fhort,  their  di- 

ffrefs 
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ftrefs  was  fo  great  as  to  excite  our  companion. 

We  quitted  this  country  without  any  other 
regret  than  that  of  leaving  luch  miferable 
people  behind  us.  And  taking  a  canoe  to 
carry  us  to  Petit  Dcgrat ,  we  followed  the 
coaft,  fetting  out  from  the  creek  of  Decaux 
oppolite  to  Port  T oulouie,  a  quaitCi.  of  a 
league  from  Cape  la  Ronde,  vvhofe  flccp 
banks  are  altogether  inacceflible.  There  are 
likewife  a  great  many  breakers  and  fand- 
banks  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fhore. 

After  taking  our  leave  of  this  creek,  we 
entered  that  of  Petit  Degrat ,  which  is  form¬ 
ed  by  Cape  la  Ronde  and  Cape  a  gras  Nez  *, 
diftant  one  from  the  other  almoft  a  league. 
It  runs  about  a  league  into  the  land,  ftiH 
preferving  its  round  figure.  At  the  further 
extremity  and  at  the  diftance  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  fathoms,  veflels  may  anchor  in  five  or 
fix  fathoms  water,  fheltered  from  every 
wind  except  eaft  north-eaft.  True  it  is 
that  the  navigation  would  not  be  fate 
here  in  the  autumnal  ftorms ;  yet  when  the 
Englifh  were  mafters  of  the  country,  they 

*  In  Englifh,  Cape  of  the  great  nofe . 

fre- 
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frequented  this  creek  with  veflels  of  three’ 
hundred  tun  to  take  in  cord- wood.  But 

they  are  more  adventurous  than  oiir 
cruizers. 

In  the  middle  of  this  creek  there  are  three 
little  iflands,  which  appear  at  fome  diflance 
let  the  fea  be  ever  fo  tempeffrious.  Small 
veflels  are  flickered  here  from  eaft,  fouth- 
eaft,  and  fouth-weft  winds ;  but  you  tnuft 
take  care  to  avoid  a  breaker  between  the  land 
asd  thefe  lit ile  iflands.  Tncre  is  a  pafiage 
or  channel  between  them  and  the  breaker, 
and  another  between  this  and  the  land. 
There  is  another  breaker  within  a  quarter 
of  a  league  or  Cape  la  Ro?rde ,  which,  upon 
your  entrance,  may  without  any  danger 
be  left  to  the  right  or  left,  as  there  is  a 
pafiage  between  it  and  the  cape.  One  part 
of  the  land  is  covered  with  beech  and 
the  other  with  fir. 

The  creek  of  Petit  Degrat  is  diftant  front 
the  harbour  only  about  a  quarter  of  a 
league.  Before  the  laft  war,  there  was  a 
communication  between  them  by  means  of 
a  channel,  the  mouth  of  which  has  been 

filled 
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tilled  up  by  a  violent  ftorm.  Yet  boats 
with  five  or  fix  cords  of  wood  continue  to 
go  through. 

This  channel  was  extremely  convenient 
for  the  fifhermen,  who  carried  their  fifii  to 
Louifburg;  becaufe  as  foon  as  they  got  out 
of  the  great  creek,  they  made  their  way 
acrofs  the  pond  of  Ardoife  in  lefs  than  ait 
hour.  But  at  prefent  they  are  obliged 
to  go  through  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  of 
Petit  Degrat  to  double  the  cape  of  Gres 
Nez ,  which  projects  a  great  way ;  and  to  run 
out  four  or  five  leagues  to  fca,  in  order  to 
double  Ardoife ,  which  they  are  not  always 
lure  of  doing  in  four  and  twenty  hours : 
for  you  may  judge  that  when  they  meet 
with  contrary  winds,  they  chufe  rather  to 
call  anchor,  than  venture  to  run  twelve  or 
fifteen  leagues  out  to  fea. 

This  paflage  was  likewife  of  great  ufe  to 
the  fifhermen  at  Petit  Degrat ,  becaufe  let  the 
weather  be  ever  fo  bad,  their  boats  might 
get  out  and  back  again  to  the  harbour. 

The  expence  of  reftoring  this  communi¬ 
cation,  and  of  repairing  the  channel,  would 

E  not 
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not  exceed  three  hundred  livres ;  a  fum  in 
itfelf  very  inconfiderable,  but  ftiil  more  fo 
when  compared  to  the  advantage  it  mu  ft 
produce. 

This  creek  is  like  wife  of  excellent  ufe 
for  the  filhery  in  the  fpring.  At  the  fur¬ 
ther  end  of  it  the  ihore  is  very  level,  and 
there  are  excellent  banks  for  drying  the  cod- 
il Hi,  which  is  caught  here  in  great  plenty. 

The  harbour  of  Petit  Degrat  is  fituate 
on  the  coaft,  fouth-eaft  of  the  iflands  of 
Madame ,  oppofite  the  famous  port  of  Canfo, 
three  hundred  leagues  diftant  from  each 

other.  They  lie  fouth  fouth-weft,  and  north 

* 

nortli-eaft. 

This  fame  harbour  is  formed  by  the 

«r 

point  of  the  river  on  the  lands  to  the  north- 
weft,  and  by  Cape  de  Per  to  the  fouth-eaft. 
The  entrance  may  be  about  half  a  quarter 
of  a  league  in  breadth,  and  lies  north-eaft 
and  fouth-weft. 

This  harbour  runs  half  a  league  into  the 
country  north-eaft,  and  is  almoft  throughout 
of  the  fame  breadth.  There  is  a  breaker  at 
the  diftanc?  of  about  a  hundred  fathoms 
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of  its  mouth,  oppoflte  to  cape  c!e  Fer. 
You  leave  it  to  the  l  ight  upon  your  en¬ 
trance  ;  and  after  you  have  palled  it,  you 
keep  dole  to  the  land,  following  the  chan¬ 
nel.  The  duller  of  rocks  to  the  left,  will 
permit  no  boat  to  approach  the  fhore  at 
low  water,  without  running  a  very  great 
rilk.  The  harbour  itfelf  is  pradacable  only 
for  veffels  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  tun  at 
the  moft,  the  channel  being  but  twelve  or 
thirteen  feet  deep  at  high  water.  When 
they  have  got  in,  they  call  anchor  in  the 
creek  crux  navires  *,  where  they  are  fhel- 
tered  from  the  Ibuth-weil  winds,  which 
blow  here  chiefly  in  the  fpring. 

The  foil  about  Petit  Degrat  contains 
a  mixture  of  pebbles  and  flints,  with  a 
fuperficies  of  turf.  The  inhabitants  are 
intirely  employed  in  the  fifhery,  in  which 
they  meet  with  fuccefs  ;  for  on  this 
fpot  they  catch  by  far  the  bell  cod,  and  in 
the  greatefl:  quantity,  of  any  part  of  the 
ifland.  Hence  it  is  that  moll  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  who  in  the  whole  may  be  a 

*  The  creek  for  flips,'  * 
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hundred  and  thirty  feven,  are  fifhermen. 

The  twenty  fixth  of  February  we  de¬ 
parted  from  Petit  Degrat ,  and  fleering 
our  courfe  for  the  harbour  of  Grand  Ne- 
ricka ,  diftant  half  a  league  from  thence, 
we  came  upon  lands  intirely  covered  with 
different  forts  of  wood, 

S  \ ^  V  ...  '  *  r  P,  ;  '  \  ;  *'  :.  ‘ 

Grand  Nencka  is  one  of  the  belt  har¬ 
bours  in  the  whole  country,  and  extremely 
proper  for  fi filing  in  large  veffels.  It  is 
formed  by  the  iflands  of  Madame ,  and 
by  the  ifland  of  Pichot.  There  are  two 
entrances  to  it  j  but  the  eaft  one  is 
the  belt,  it  lies  north  and  fbuth-weft, 
and  may  be  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  breadth. 
There  are  two  breakers  oppolite  to  L’ljle 
d  Entree,  which  upon  your  entrance,  you 
leave  to  the  left.  Take  care  you  keep 
clofe  to  the  land  on  this  fide,  in  order  to 
avoid  thefe  breakers,  becaufe  they  are  fituate 
almoft  in  the  middle  of  the  firfb  entrance. 
The  fecond  to  the  weft,  lies  weft  north-weft 
and  fouth-eaft.  It  is  about  half  a  league 
in  breadth,  and  practicable  only  for  veffels 
of  fifty  tun. 


This 
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This  harbour  is  very  fpacious,  and  runs 
a  whole  league  north-eaft  into  the  country, 
which  is  intirely  covered  with  beech. 

Leaving  Great  Nericka  we  entered  the 
harbour  of  Little  Nericka,  which  is 
practicable  only  for  fmail  velfels.  The 

whole  confifts  of  feveral  creeks  and  ponds, 
which  are  formed  within  the  land,  and 
covered  with  beech. 

From  thence  we  kept  along  the  coaft  as 
far  as  Cape  Rouge,  and  traverfed  the  nar¬ 
row  paflage  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
river  of  inhabitants,  diftant  about  nine 

leagues  from  the  haven  of  Little  Nericka. 
We  followed  the  right  banks  of  the  leffer 
paffage,  till  we  arrived  at  the  great  bafon 
of  the  river  of  inhabitants,  which  lofeth 
itfelf  in  this  little  paflage  of  Fronfac. 

The  entrance  of  the  bafon  is  fituated 
eaft  and  weft,  and  has  a  depth  of  feven 
fathoms  at  low  water  ;  but  is  not  equal 
throughout.  The  bafon,  which  is  a  league 
in  length,  and  a  quarter  in  breadth,  runs 
eaft  north-eaft.  There  are  three  breakers 
within  a  quarter  of  a  league  to  the  right 
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of  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  but  they  are 
no  way  dangerous  to  veffels  that  enter  la- 
veering.  Along  the  banks  you  behold  moft 
beautiful  meadows  abounding  with  good 
paflure. 


The  river  of  inhabitants  runs  fix  leagues 
up  the  country  in  a  ferpentine  courfe ;  and 


forms  another  bafon  within  half  a  league 
of  its  mouth,  where  the  burnt  if  and  is 
fituated.  You  can  proceed  no  further,  not 
even  in  boats,  becaufe  of  a  fall  in  the  river. 
The  remainder,  which  is  uncultivated,  might 
be  turned  into  delightful  meadows  ;  and 
thefe,  together  with  the  beech  and  fir, 

I 

would  be  a  great  affiftance  to  the  in¬ 
habitants,  who  are  no  more  than  thirty 
in  number.  One  of  them  has  fet  up  a 
mill  for  fawing  of  timber.  There  are  alfo 
a  great  many  pine  trees  as  well  as  oak  and 
other  good  wood.  But  the  land  produce th 
no  fort  of  grain,  except  buck-wheat,  oats, 
and  rie :  fo  that  their  riches  confift  intirely 
in  cattle. 

Having  finifhed  our  furvey  of  this  fide 
of  fiie  ifiand,  we  returned  the  fame  way  to 

Port 
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Port  Touloufc.  The  commiflioneis  ap¬ 
pointed  by  count  de  Raymond,  had  orders 
to  continue  their  furvcy,  going  round  by  the 
other  hde  of  Louifburg.  But  1  could  not 
bear  them  company,  being  hindered  by  a 
violent  cold,  which  obliged  me  to  retain. 

1  Avail  therefore  be  lefs  particular  in  what 
follows ;  but  I  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as 
to  excufe  me,  efpecially  as  I  brail  thereby 
avoid  being  tedious ;  and  in  the  main  you 
can  be  no  lofer ;  the  places  that  remain  un- 
deferibed,  being  more  thinly  inhabited,  and 
lefs  reforted  to  than  thofe  already  men¬ 
tioned.  I  purpofe  however  making  you 
amends  in  my  account  of  the  iiland  of 
St.  John,  which  I  have  alfo  furveyed.  As 
it  is  not  fo  well  known  as  Cape  Breton, 
my  accuracy  in  this  refpect  will  be  mere 
acceptable.  But  I  muft  give  you  time  to 
breathe,  and  only  put  you  in  mind  that  l 

am,  &c. 
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LETTER  IV. 

'1’hc  fame  description  continued-,  of  the  coajl  to 
the  left ,  and  of  the  if  and  of  St.  John. 

SIR, 

X  N  confequence  of  my  Jaft,  you  were  no 
moic  to  expect  fuch  2  minute  defenption 
°‘  t{le  Mand  of  Cape  Breton,  as  that  with 
^  hich  you  have  been  hitherto  entertained ; 
yet  I  fhall  be  fo  copious,  that  there  will  be 
vei  y  little  occafion  to  add  any  thing  further 
upon  the  fubjedt.  We  are  now  returned  to 
Louifburg,  after  furveying  the  coaft  to  the 
1  ight.  We  fhall  next  entertain  you  with 
what  is  to  be  feen  to  the  left.  The 
hrfl  place  we  came  to,  is  Cape  Loren- 
bee,  to  the  north-eaft,  and  not  a  great 
way  from  Louifburg.  Here  is  a  haven  of  the 
fame  name,  and  another  called  the  Balaine. 

1  he  entrance  of  both  thefe  harbours  is 
extremely  difficult.  They  admit  only  of 
fmall  veffels,  and  fifliing  boats,  of  which 
there  are  a  great  many  on  the  coaft.  Wc 
came  next  to  the  little  ifland,  called 
Portenove,  about  two  leagues  north-eaft 

of 
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of  the  light-houfe  of  Louifburg,  and  about 
a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  coaft. 
Between  Portetiove  and  the  land  there  is  a 
rock  under  water,  on  which  the  king’s 
frigate  Le  Chamcau  was  loft  in  1725.  The 
fea  breaks  here  in  all  forts  of  weather. 
The  bay  of  Menadou,  to  which  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  next,  is  about  half  a  league  in 
breadth  at  the  entrance,  and  two  in 
length.  Over  againft  it  lies  the  ifland  of 
Scatari,  from  which  the  bay  of  Mire  is 
feparated  only  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land. 
The  figure  thereof  is  nearly  triangular.  It 
is  about  two  leagues  in  length  eaft  and  weft, 
being  feparated  from  Cape  Breton  by  an 
arm  of  the  fea,  about  a  mile  over,  called 
the  paffage  of  Menadou.  Ships  of  war  may 
pafs  this  way,  without  any  danger  but 
from  the  breakers  on  the  fide  of  Cape 
Breton,  which  are  avoided  by  keeping  clofe 
to  the  ifland  of  Scatari,  where  they  will 
be  extremely  fafe. 

Towards  the  north-eaft  point  of  Scatari, 
you  perceive  two  fmall  iflands,  or  rather  two 
black  rocks,  called  Cormandiere $.  The 
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large#  veffels  may  approach  them  with  fafety 
on  the  fide  towards  the  Tea. 

The  ifland  of  Scatari  is  covered  with  a 
lighter  kind  of  mofs,  than  what  I  obferved 
in  any  other  part  of  the  country :  where  - 
ever  you  tread,  the  mofs  gives  way,  as  it 
only  covers  the  furface  of  the  water. 
There  is  a  pretty  large  ftream,  with 
feveral  lefler  rivulets,  and  different  ponds, 
efpecially  in  the  eaftern  part.  Two  families 
of  fifhcrmen  live  upon  the  ifland. 

The  bay  of  Mire  is  eight  leagues  in 
length,  and  the  entrance  two  in  breadth  j  but 
it  grows  narrower  afterwards,  and  receives 
feveral  little  rivers.  Large  veffels  run  fix 
leagues  up  into  it,  and  find  very  fafe 
anchorage,  protected  from  all  weather. 
Here  likewife  you  meet  with  a  great  many 
lefler  iflands,  and  with  rocks  that  are  vifible 
at  fome  diftance. 

The  bay  of  Morienne  lies  higher  up, 
being  feparated  from  that  of  Mire  by 
Cape  Brule  *,  and  a  little  further  on  is  the 
Flat  ifland .  Among  thefe  iflands  and 


>  -’.V?  •.  '  :■  £%•  .• '  ; :-  --s  %  *-•  .J  • 

...  •  ..  . 


Cape  Breton  continued.  59 
rocks,  there  is  very  good  fhelter  for  fhip- 
ping. 

I  fhall  be  a  little  more  diffufe  upon 
what  they  call  the  Indian  bay,  which  is 
diftant  three  leagues  from  thence,  amend¬ 
ing  north-weft.  This  bay,  or  rather  har¬ 
bour,  is  very  fmall,  and  hardly  proper  for  any 
other  ufe  than  fifhing,  as  it  admits  only  of 
veffels  of  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  tun. 
The  few  inhabitants  hereabouts  neglect  all 
fort  of  agriculture.  Yet  this  is  grown  a  re¬ 
markable  place,  in  confluence  of  a  foit 
ere&ed  here  by  the  Englilh  during  the  laft 
war,  at  a  place  called  Cape  Coal ,  from  a 
coal-pit  of  their  difcovering.  This  fort 
was  fo  ftrong,  that  with  fifty  men  they 
were  able  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the 
incurfions  of  the  favages,  and  to  keep  pof- 
feffion  of  the  pit.  It  was  likewife  of  fer- 
vice  to  the  French,  fince  the  coals  were  made 
ufe  of  to  warm  the  troops  at  Louifburg ; 
and  the  intendant  of  the  colony  frequently 
gave  leave  to  particular  favourites  to  load 
their  (hips  with  it  inftead  of  ballaft.  But 
the  pit  took  fire  in  the  fummer  of  1752,  and 
intirely  confirmed  the  fort.  The 
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The  Spanifh  bay,  fituate  two  leagues 
north  of  the  Indian,  is  of  a  confiderable 
length,  and  admits  of  all  forts  of  veffels. 
It  is  divided  into  two  branches,  one  fouth 
and  the  other  weft.  Some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Acadia  have  fettled  in  this  fpot,  and  be¬ 
gun  to  clear  the  land  j  yet  hitherto  it  has  ' 
\  ielded  nothing  round  the  borders  of  the 
hep. .  There  is  a  great  deal  of  wood,  and 
hme-ftone,  with  another  fort  of  ftone  pro¬ 
per  for  building,  and  two  coal-pits ;  but 
there  is  very  little  paflurage.  From  hence 
to  the  entrance  of  the  little  Tabrador  it  is 
two  leagues  5  and  the  iile  of  Verderonne, 
which  fepaiates  it  from  the  wideffc  entrance, 
is  as  many.  This  ifland  belongs  to  M.  le 
Poupet  de  la  Boularderie. 

.Labiador  is  a  kind  of  a  gulph  above  five 
and  twenty  leagues  in  length,  and  three  or 
four  in  breadth.  It  extends,  as  hath  been 
already  obferved,  from  the  carriage  of 
Chetekant,  very  near  to  Port  Touloufe. 

I  he  banks  are  covered  with  different 
forts  of  trees,  and  there  is  a  quarry  of 
free-flone.  Thefe  places  are  "all*  very 
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proper  for  the  fifhery  (there  being  great 
plenty  of  cod)  as  well  as  for  the  cultivation 
of  different  forts  of  grain.  And  indeed  this 
is  the  moll  populous  part  of  the  tiiand. 
They  reckon  but  a  league  and  a  half  from 
the  great  entrance  of  Labrador  to  Port 
Dauphin.  V effels  may  anchor  veiy  fafe 
to  the  offward  among  the  iflands  of 

Ciboux. 

Port  Dauphin  is  a  very  fine  harbour, 
two  leagues  in  circumference,  and  was  here- 
tofore  called  Port  Saint  Anne.  It  is  al- 
mofl  entirely  fhut  up  by  a  neck  of  land, 
which  leaves  only  a  paffage  for  one  veflel  at 
a  time.  The  fhips  can  hardly  perceive 
the  leaft  motion  of  the  winds,  the  grounds, 
that  furround  it  on  all  fides,  being  of  fo 
great  a  height :  befides  they  approach  the 
fhore  as  near  as  they  pleafe  without  danger ; 
and  the  harbour  is  capable  of  admitting 
veffels  even  of  four  hundred  tun.  The 
bay  is  capacious  enough  to  contain  a  thou- 
fand.  Before  it  is  the  great  bay  of  St. 
Anne,  covered  to  the  fouth-eaff  by  the  two 
iflaiids  of  Ciboux  and  Cape  Dauphin,  and 

to 


to  the  northward  by  the  coaft  which  runs 
to  the  north  north-eaft  four  degrees  north 
in  the  fame  direction,  as  far  as  Cape 
Enfume*,  diftant  feven  leagues  from  the 
entrance  of  Port  Dauphin. 

Cape  Enfume  is  very  remarkable,  not  only 
by  reafon  of  its  great  height,  but  moreover 
for  two  white  hills  or  clifts  to  the  fouth-weft 
of  this  cape.  Thefe  two  hills  are  called 
the  veils  of  Cape  Enfume. 

France  was  long  in  fufpenfe  between  this 
and  the  Englifh  harbour,  which  of  the 
two  (he  fhould  make  the  chief  fettlement. 
From  its  fituation  and  difficulty  of  accefs, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  it  might  be  rendered 
impregnable -at  a  very  fmall  expence.  Yet 
this  very  circumftance  made  that  crown  de¬ 
termine  on  the  oppoiite  fide.  I  believe  the 
French  have  by  this  time  repented,  and  will 
have  drill  more  reafon  to  repent,  their  hav¬ 
ing  preferred  conveniency  to  fecurity.  The 
maintaining  of  the  Englijh  harbour  is  infi¬ 
nitely  more  expenfive  ;  and  we  have  a  me¬ 
lancholy  proof  of  its  not  being  impregnable. 


*  The  Smoky-Cape. 

'  / 


The 


Cape  Breton  continued.  63 

The  flrand  of  Port  Dauphin  is  of 
greater  extent  than  that  of  any  other 
harbour  in  the  ifland  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  that  there  is  plenty  of  cod-fifh,  yet 
this  is  not  the  only  advantage  of  the 
place  :  the  neighbourhood  of  Labrador  and 
Niganiche  renders  it  eafy  for  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  and  the  favages  to  affemble  upon  ne- 
ceffary  occafions. 

The  vefiels  employed  in  the  fiflrery  at 
Niganiche,  are  obliged  by  the  king’s  ordon- 
nance,  to  retire  to  Port  Dauphin  towards 
the  1 5th  of  Auguft,  becaufe  of  the  ftorms 
that  rage  in  that  feafon.  When  they  have 
got  into  thofe  harbours,  they  expofe  the 
cod-fifh  on  fhore,  where  nature  feems  to 
have  made  a  bed  for  that  purpofe.  Some¬ 
times  you  fee  a  hundred  and  fifty  boats  em¬ 
ployed  in  this  bufinefs. 

True  it  is  that  even  at  Port  Dauphin, 
they  cannot  fifh  in  their  fhallops ;  but  ftill 
they  may  make  ufe  of  their  fmaller  boats,  as 
in  other  places.  This  inconveniency  is 
likewife  compenfated  by  the  fertility  of  the 
land,  by  the  quantity  of  fine  wood,  and 

efpe- 
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elpeciaJly  oak.  In  fine,  this  harbour,  which 
is  only  twenty  leagues  trorn  Louifburg,  fur¬ 
nishes  the  tatter  town  with  great  part  of  its 
provifions,  and  with  a  thoufand  cords  of 
wood  annually  for  firing. 

From  Port  Dauphin  we  arrived  at  Niga- 
ii ic he,  which  is  only  a  road,  where  the  vef- 
icls  are  far  from  being  fafe ;  but  there  is 
great  plenty  of  cod-fifh.  Yet  as  it  muft  be 
deferted  at  a  certain  feai'on,  and  the  coun¬ 
try  thereabouts  is  quite  barren,  there  are 
hardly  any  dwellings  upon  the  place.  Even 
thofe  few  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  fetch 
their  wood  for  firing  from  Port  Dau¬ 
phin.  , 

Leaving  Niganiche  we  came  to  the  creek 
of  Ouarachouque,  and  from  thence  fuccef- 
ftvely  to  the  harbour  of  Afpe,  Cape  North, 
the  creek  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  cape  of 
the  fame  name.  Cape  North,  or  the  moun¬ 
tain  which  forms  it,  is  a  peninfula  joining 
■  to  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  by  a  very  low 
neck  of  land.  But  none  of  thefe  places 
are  inhabited,  or  hardly  at  all  frequented, 
no  more  than  Limbach,  the  Bafque-creek, 

the 
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the  Salmon-road ,  the  iilands  of  Loups  Marins 
and  Jujte-au-corps  5  therefore  1  am  of  opi¬ 
nion  you  will  approve  of  my  omitting  them 
in  the  particular  defcription  of  Cape  Breton, 
of  which  I  am  now  come  to  a  conclufion. 

Perhaps  I  ought  alfo  to  conclude  my 
letter  here,  left  I  ftiould  confound  two  dif¬ 
ferent  objefts ;  but  the  opportunity  of  fend¬ 
ing  you  my  obfervatioiis  is  fo  precious, 
and  your  curiolity  fo  great,  that  I  think  it 
incumbent  upon  me  to  improve  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  fatisfy  the  latter.  Let  us  there¬ 
fore  proceed  direftly  from  Cape  Breton 
to  St.  John’s ;  and  although  the  fea  fepa* 
rates  thefe  iilands,  yet  the  fame  power  and 
intereft  unites  them. 

.  St.  John’s  is  the  largeft  of  all  the 
iilands  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and 
has  even  the  advantage  of  Cape  Breton 
in  point  of  fertility.  Its  length  is  twenty 
leagues,  and  circumference  about  fifty.  It 
has  a  fafe  commodious  harbour,  with 
plenty  of  wood,  and  as  great  a  con- 
veniency  for  filhing  as  any  place  on  the 
coaft.  It  had  been  altogether  neglefted  as 
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well  as  Cape  Breton ;  when  neceflity  having 
fhewn  the  French  the  utility  of  the  latter, 
their  eyes  were  alfo  opened  in  regard  to  the 
former.  They  have  fince  been  at  great  pains 
to  plant  this  ifland,  though  not  at  enough, 
confidering  its  advantageous  fituation.  Hav¬ 
ing  made  a- voyage  upon  this  coaft,  I  fhall 
from  thence,  and  not  from  fecond  hand 
relations,  which  are  frequently  defective, 
give  you  a  defcription  of  this  country. 

Though  the  ifland  of  St.  John  is  fubjedfc 
to  a  particular  commandant,  he  receives  his 
orders  from  the  governor  of  Cape  Breton, 
and  adminifters  juftice  conjun£tly  with  the 
fubdelegate  of  the  intendant  of  New  France, 
They  reflde  at  Port  la  Joye,  and  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Louifburg  furniflies  them  with  a 
garrifon  of  fifty  or  fixty  men. 

It  was  from  this  place  we  fet  out  in 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Auguft 
1 75 2.  We  afcended  the  river  to  the  north- 
eafl:  up  to  its  very  fource,  from  whence  we 
proceeded  to  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter,  after 
having  made  a  carriage  of  four  leagues 
acrofs  a  plain  well  cultivated,  and  abound¬ 
ing  with  all  forts  of  grain .  Hav~ 
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Having  fojourned  Tome  time  in  this  har¬ 
bour,  of  which  I  fhall  give  an  account 
hereafter,  we  fet  fail  for  the  fouth  fide,  and 
arrived  the  fame  day  at  the  creek  of  Maticu. 
This  place  is  fituate  in  the  fouth  part  of 
the  ifland,  within  three  leagues  of  the  pen- 
infula  of  the  three  rivers,  and  fix  of  the  eaft 
point.  It  is  inclofed  to  the  fouth  by  Cape 
David,  and  to  the  north  by  Cape  de  la  Souris , 
diftant  from  each  other  about  a  league. 
It  runs  about  half  a  league  weft  into  the 
land,  and  is  almoft  every  where  of  the  fame 
breadth.  The  harbour  of  Matieu  has  no 
plantation.  It  is  fituate  northward,  and 
runs  weft  a  league  up  the  country.  Its 
breadth  is  very  unequal,  the  greateft  is 

half  a  quarter  of  a  league,  and  that  of  its 

,  % 

channel  is  about  a  mufket  Ihot,  with  nine 
or  ten  feet  at  low  water. 

The  harbour  of  Fortune  is  fituate  at  the 
other  extremity  of  the  creek  of  Matieu , 
and  runs  up  a  league  fouth-weft  into  the 
country.  It  may  be  about  a  mile  at  its 
greateft  breadth,  and  is  feven  feet  deep  at 
low  water  upon  the  bar. 

F  z 
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The  neighbouring  lands  are  exceeding 
good,  and  proper  for  culture.  We  found 
feveral  forts  of  trees,  with  a  prodigious 
number  of  foxes,  martens,  hares,  partridges, 
which  conceal  themfelves  under  ground. 
The  rivers  abound  in  filh,  and  are  bordered 
with  pafture-lands  that  produce  exceeding 
good  grafs.  I  confefs  there  is  no  great 
plenty  of  it,  yet  the  quantity  might  be 
improved  by  carrying  thofe  meadows  up  to 
the  rifmg  grounds,  which  are  extremely  fit 
for  this  purpofe.  The  inhabitants  came 
over  here  from  Acadia  during  the  laft  war, 
and  are  about  eight  and  forty  in  number. 

We  fet  out  from  the  harbour  of  Fortune , 
directing  our  courfe  towards  the  eafl  point, 
and  after  doubling  the  point  of  the  creek 
of  Matieu ,  we  proceeded  fomewhat  to  the 
offward  of  the  harbour  De  la  Souris.  The 
latter  runs  northward  a  league  and  a  half 
into  the  country,  and  extends  an  arm  to¬ 
wards  the  eaftward.  The  entrance  is  prac¬ 
ticable  only  for  fmall  boats,  of  the  burden 
of  three  or  four  cords  of  wood.  From 

thence  we  proceeded  to  two  fmall  creeks, 

diftant 
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diftant  from  each  other  a  league  and  a  half ; 
one  of  thefe  runs  weft,  and  the  other  north- 
weft.  You  cannot  get  thither  but  in  a 
fliallop  or  a  canoe.  There  is  very  little 
grafs  upon  this  fpot ;  but  the  rifing  grounds 
feem  to  be  very  proper  for  cultivation. 
They  are  covered  with  all  forts  of  trees 
proper  for  building. 

Within  two  leagues  of  thefe  fmall  har¬ 
bours,  we  came  to  that  of  L’ EfcouJJier, 
the  entrance  of  which  runs  north  and  fouth. 
It  is  of  a  middling  breadth,  and  divides  itfelf 
into  two  branches,  which  run  eaft  and  weft. 
The  entrance  of  that  to  the  right  is  a 
league  in  length,  and  a  quarter  in  breadth ; 
that  to  the  left  is  three  quarters  of  a  league. 
This  harbour  is  capable  only  of  receiving 

fmall  boats ;  but  its  banks  are  adorned 

%  * 

with  beautiful  meadows.  It  was  formerly 
no  more  than  a  creek,  but  the  winds  and 
high  tides  have  raifed  the  downs,  which  part 
it  from  the  fea.  After  coafting  for  about 
two  leagues,  we  doubled  the  eaft  point, 

which  we  found  deferted,  becaufe  a  fire  had 

*•.  •  .  .  -  < 

obliged  the  inhabitants  to  abandon  it,  in 

■  F  3  order 
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order  to  go  and  fettle  two  leagues  further 
upon  the  north  tide.  The  place  they  have 
taken  fhelter  at,  is  a  great  deal  more  con¬ 
venient  than  that  from  which  they  were 
burnt  out.  They  may  clear  a  good  deal  of 
land,  which  they  have  already  begun  to  do, 
as  iar  as  their  exceitive  poverty,  occafioned 
by  this  incident,  will  permit  them.  Their 
number  is  two  and  twenty  in  all. 

m 

W?  continued  our  courfe  for  fix  leagues, 
till  we  arrived  at  the  Pool  de  Naufrage 
The  coaft,  though  very  level,  prefects  the 
eye  with  nothing  but  a  country  laid  wafte 
by  fire ;  and  further  on  it  is  covered  with 

v  I 

beech.  We  met  with  but  one  inhabitant, 
who  told  us  that  the  lands  about  the  pool 
are  exceeding  good,  and  eafy  to  cultivate  j 
and  that  every  thing  grows  there  in  great 
plenty.  Of  this  he  gave  us  a  demonftra- 
tion,  which  afforded  us  a  fingydar  pleafure  j 
this  was  a  fmall  quantity  of  wheat  which 
he  had  fown  that  year :  and  indeed  nothing 
could  be  more  beautiful  than  the  ears,  which 
were  larger,  longer,  and  fuller  than  any  I 
had  feen  in  Europe. 

*  The  Pad  of.  Shipwreck.  This 

'  *  *  '  '  *  .1 
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This  place  took  the  name  of  Pool  de  Nau- 
frage,  from  a  French  Ihip  that  had  been 
calf:  away  upon  the  ccaft.  The  veflel  was 
loft  four  leagues  out  at  fea ;  but  a  few 
pafiengers  faved  themfelves  upon  the  wreck, 
and  were  the  firft  that  fettled  at  the  har¬ 
bour  of  St.  Peter.  The  pool  runs  a  quarter 
of  a  league  fouth-weft  into  the  country. 
,Its  breadth  at  the  further  extremity  may 
be  about  the  reach  of  a  four  pounder. 
It  receives  a  large  rivulet,  which  derives  its 
courfe  from  two  fprings,  diftant  two  leagues 
and  a  half  weft  fouth-weft  up  the  coun¬ 
try.  This  rivulet  is  capable  of  fupplying  a 
fufficiency  of  water,  almoft  in  all  weathers, 
even  in  fpite  of  the  froft,  by  means  of  fe- 
veral  mills  conftructed  for  that  purpofe. 

The  coaft  all  along  from  the  harbour  of 
Fortune  to.  that  of  St,  Peter,  where  we  ar¬ 
rived  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft,  after  cruiz¬ 
ing  fix  leagues  from  the  time  we  left  the 
pool,  fwarms  with  all  forts  of  game,  and 
with  variety  of  the  very  beft  fifh.  This 
abundance  was  a  great  relief  to  the  poor 
wretches  who  were  Ihipwrecked  on  that  coaft* 

F  4  as 
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as  I  have  already  obferved  :  but  Heaven  did 
not  pity  them  by  halves ;  for  the  favages, 
at  that  time  the  only  inhabitants  of  the 
place,  became  civilized  for  their  fake,  and 
helped  them  to  fettle  and  maintain  them- 
ieives  on  the  bland.  They  even  gave  them 
fhare  of  their  chace,  which  at  that  time 
con  lifted  chiefly  in  otters  and  mu  Ik  rats. 

The  harbour  of  St.  Peter  is  fituate  on 
the  north  part  of  the  ifland.  The  mouth  is 
choaked  up  by  fands,  and  lies  eaft  and 
fouth.  Its  greateft  breadth  may  be  about 
half  a  mile.  The  channel  lying  north  and 
fouth-eaft,  is  quite  fafe  at  high  water.  It 
is  every  where  fifteen  or  fixteen  feet  deep ; 
confequently  navigable  for  veffels  drawing 
ten  or  twelve  feet. 

In  order  to  render  this  a  commodious  har¬ 
bour,  I  think  they  fliould  raife,  from  the 
foot  of  the  eaft  downs  to  the  borders  of  the 
channel,  a  caufey  of  fufficient  height  to 
force  the  waters  of  the  currents  as  well  as 
the  river,  through  the  channel,  and  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  fpreading  over  the  lands ; 
to  the  end  that  the  rapidity  of  the  current 
<  might 
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might  carry  away  the  bar,  which  flops  up 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour. 

The  fifhery  is  carried  on  here  with 
the  fame  fuccefs  as  at  the  harbour  of 
St.  Peter.  The  cod  is  even  of  a  larger  fize 
than  that  on  the  coaft  of  Cape  Breton, 
and  is  caught  in  greater  plenty  ;  but  it  is 
difficult  to  cure,  which  obliges  the  fifher- 
men  to  carry  a  large  quantity  of  it  to  the 
other  iflands  of  America.  I  think  it  would 
anfwer  very  well  to  fait  and  barrel  it  di- 
re6tly,  and  then  fend  it  to  Europe. 

The  plantation  of  the  harbour  of  St.  Pe¬ 
ter  is  of  great  confequence,  as  well  in 
regard  to  the  fifhery,  as  to  the  commerce 
which  the  inhabitants  may  carry  on  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  ifland.  But  to  render 
it  more  folid  and  durable,  they  fhould  at¬ 
tend  to  the  effential  part,  namely  to  agri¬ 
culture  and  pafturage,  for  the  breeding  and 
maintaining  of  all  forts  of  cattle,  and  efpe- 
cially  flieep.  By  keeping  them  together  in 
folds,  the  upper  lands  might  be  improved, 
and  meadows  and  corn-fields  laid  out ;  from 
whence  the  inhabitants  would  reap  a  plenti¬ 
ful 
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fill  harveft  of  all  kinds  of  grain.  For  if 
they  had  but  the  proper  means  of  making 
thefe  improvements,  their  own  lands  would 
abundantly  fupply  all  their  wants,  and  they 
would  be  beholdiegho  foreigners  for  nothing 
but  fait,  lines,  hooks,  and  other  fifhing 
tackle.  They  might  then  difpofe  of  their 
fifh  at  a  lower  price,  which  would  greatly 
increafe  their  wealth.  Here  they  have  like- 
wife  a  vaft  quantity  of  plaice,  thornbacks, 
barbels,  mackerels,  and  herrings.  In  leveral 
pools  and  lakes  along  the  downs,  they  have 
excellent  trouts,  and  fuch  a  prodigious  mul¬ 
titude  of  eels,  that  three  men  might  fill 
three  hogfheads  of  them  in  four  and  twenty 
hours.  Laflly,  you  meet  here,  as  well  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  ifland,  with  great 
plenty  of  game,  particularly  ortolans,  and 
white  rabbets  of  a  molt  delicate  tafte.  It  is 
not  therefore  at  all  furprizing  that  fo  plen¬ 
tiful  a  country  fhould  abound  more  than 
any  other  part  with  inhabitants.  In  this 
harbour  only  we  reckoned  three  hundred 
and  thirty  nine. 

Jt  is  true  that  fome  of  thefe,  though 

ranked 
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ranked  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  har¬ 
bour  of  St.  Peter,  have  their  plantations 
about  the  harbour  of  the  Savages,  which  is 
diftant  only  a  league  from  the  former. 

The  harbour  of  the  Savages  advances  half 
a  league  fouth  into  the  country,  and  is 
divided  into  two  branches.  One  runs  a 
quarter  of  a  league  fouth  fouth-weft :  at 
the  further  end  there  is  a  brook  with  a 
mill  for  grinding  of  com  ;  the  other  runs 
half  a  league  weft  north-weft.  Near  this 

haven  grows  the  belt  wheat  in  the  ifland. 

_ _  # 

From  thence  we  proceeded  three  leagues 
further  to  the  harbour  of  Tracadie,  and 
found  the  fame  conveniency  for  fifhing, 
and  agriculture;  fo  that  the  inhabitants 
feem  to  be  very  much  at  their  eafe,  the 
natural  confequence  of  induftry, 

The  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  I’racadie 
is  formed  by  a  cut  of  the  downs  at  both 
extremities  eaft  and  weft.  Their  diftance 
is  half  a  quarter  of  a  league.  The  breadth 
of  the  channel  is  fixty  fathoms ;  and  it 
runs  north  north-eaft,  and  fouth  fouth- 
weft.  It  is  of  equal  depth  throughout, 

that 
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that  is,  fixteen  feet  at  high  water.  At  the 
mouth  there  is  a  bar  of  fand,  which  runs 
eaft  and  weft,  and  prevents  veffels  that 
draw  above  eleven  or  twelve  feet,  from 
entering.  The  harbour  however  is  hand- 
fome  and  Ipacious,  running  two  leagues 
eaftward  behind  the  downs,  and  a  league 
fouth  into  the  country.  The  breadth  of  it 
is  the  fame  to  the  further  extremity.  The 
vveftern  coaft  is  the  only  part  inhabited, 
and  has  very  handfome  caufeys.  The  neigh¬ 
bouring  country  is  covered  with  trees  of  all 
forts ;  and  the  borders  are  alfo  embellilhed 
with  meadows,  which  produce  abundance  of 

In  this  harbour,  and  in  the  Shepherds  pool 
belonging  to  it,  we  reckoned  feventy  feven 
inhabitants.  From  thence  we  fet  out  for 
Malpec. 

I  believe,  Sir,  I  need  not  tell  you,  that 
in  thefe  calculations  I  never  included  the 
favages.  In  all  probability  you  will  expert 
that  I  ftiall  give  you  a  feparate  article  in 
regard  to  thefe  poor  people.  Indeed  you 
are  in  the  right,  and  I  have  taken  this 

ftep. 
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Hep,  in  order  to  methodize  what  I  have  to 
obferve  upon  the  fubjecl.  But  I  have  faid 
enough  for  the  prefent ;  and  fince  the  com- 
pafs  of  a  letter  will  not  permit  me  to  finifli 
the  defcription  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John  ; 
it  is  far  preferable  to  defer  the  remainder 
of  my  talk  to  another  opportunity.  I  mull 
therefore  beg  to  be  excufed,  if  the  defire 

of  making  you  acquainted  with  an  ifland 

'  / 

hitherto  but  very  little  known,  lays  me 
under  the  necefiity  of  engaging  a  little  more 
of  your  time.  Yet  I  grant  you  a  truce 
for  the  prefent,  upon  condition  that  the 
lefs  I  fpare  you  hereafter,  the  more  you 
will  believe  me  to  be, 

S  I  R, 

Yours,  &c. 

LETTER  V. 
Defcription  of  the  ijland  of  St.  John  continued, 

and  of  its  productions. 

SIR, 

r"| HIS  fequel  of  the  defcription  of  the 
A  ifland  of  St.  John  will  come  into 
your  hands  at  the  fame  time  as  the  former 

part  j 
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part ;  becaufe  the  fhip  that  was  to  con¬ 
vey  my  laft,  has  made  a  longer  flay  than 
I  expected.  We  left  off  at  our  fetting  out 
from  Tracadie  for  Malpec :  here  we  fliall 
take  up  our  narrative  again,  and  continue 
the  voyage. 

From  Tracadie  we  fet  out  the  twenty 
fecond  of  Auguft,  in  very  bad  weather ; 
and  after  an  hour’s  failing,  we  found  our- 
felves  in  the  middle  of  the  harbour  of 
Little  Racks.  The  entrance  lies  north 
north-eaft,  and  fouth  fouth-weft,  and  is 
practicable  only  for  boats  at  high  water, 
and  in  very  fair  weather. 

The  country  round  about  this  harbour 
is  proper  for  culture,  and  covered  with 
all  forts  of  fine  timber.  But  what  is  very 
remarkable,  there  is  a  conveniency  here 
for  building  of  large  vefiels,  fhallops,  and 
canoes. 

The  badnefs  of  the  weather  obliged  us 
to  put  into  the  harbour  of  Great  Racico , 
the  entrance  of  which  is  a  hundred  and 
twenty  fathoms  in  breadth  north-eaft  and 
fouth-weft.  It  has  two  branches,  one  of 

which 
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which  advances  eaft  fouth-eaft  about  three 
leagues  on  the  fide  of  Little  Racico,  and 
the  other  runs  half  a  league  fouth-weft. 
Thefe  two  rivers  are  extremely  rapid  :  their 
banks  are  covered  with  timber;  and  they 
might  likewife  have  mills  for  fawing,  and 
for  grinding  of  corn. 

After  having  made  fome  flay  in  this 
harbour,  we  departed  from  thence  the 
twenty  third,  with  the  wind  at  north 
north-weft,  which  rofe  fo  high  as  obliged 

us  to  put  into  the  little  harbour.  The  en- 

* 

trance  is  fituated  north  north-eaft,  and 
fouth  fouth-weft.  The  breadth  of  it  may 
be  a  hundred  and  eighty  fathoms,  and  its 
channel  feventy.  You  find  throughout 
a  depth  of  eleven  or  twelve  feet,  at  high 
watei  *  Theie  axe  li  he  wile  fome  remains 
of  a  fettlement,  and  even  of  a  fifhery  about 
this  place .  the  latter  might  be  ftill  conti¬ 
nued,  fince  the  fifhing  boats  would  be  per¬ 
fectly  fafe  becaufe  of  a  kind  of  gulph, 
rrom  whence  a  river  is  formed,  that  runs 
above  a  league  fouth.  fouth-weft  up  the 
country.  This  haibour  receives  two  great 

ftreams. 
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ftreams,  which  come  from  the  inner  part  of 

the  ifland,  weft  fouth-weft.  They  are  fa 

\  y 

very  rapid,  and  their  banks  are  covered  with 
fuch  fine  timber,  that  mills  might  be  eafily 
eredled  on  this  fpot. 

The  wind  having  chopped  about,  we  fet 
fail  for  Malpec,  where  we  arrived  that 
evening,  after  having  enjoyed  a  profpeft 
of  a  charming  coaft,  decorated  with  mea¬ 
dows,  and  beautiful  trees.  But  we  were 

i 

greatly  incommoded  with  maringoins  or 
gnats,  whofe  ftings  are  more  pungent 
here  than  any  other  part  of  the  country. 
There  are  fuch  fwarms  of  thefe  infers,  and 
they  bite  with  fuch  venom  and  fury,  that 
perfons  not  accuftomed  to  tneir  infolence, 

are  apt  to  lofe  all  patience. 

The  harbour  of  Malpec  is  within  fixteen 
leagues  of  that  of  St.  Peter.  It  is  fituate 
on  the  north  coaft,  and  very  convenient 
for  the  cod-fifhery,  nature  having  formed 
fever  al  finall  iflands,  as  well  as  ft  rands  ad¬ 
apted  for  drying  it;  and  befides,  there  is 
a  brilk  fharp  air  proper  for  the  purpofe. 

It  is  therefore  a  convenient  fpot  for  this 

kind 
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luhd  of  commerce,  and  thefe  little  ifiands 
contribute  to  the  l'ecurity  of  the  harbour. 

Malpec  has  four  different  entrances;  The 
firft  to  thevveffward,  is  formed  by  the  fouth- 
weft  point,  fituate  on  the  grande  terre  of  the 
ifland  of  St:  John,  and  by  the  north-eaft 
point  of  the  little  ifland  of  the  eaff  entrance. 
The  diftance  from  one  point  to  another  is 
eftimated  at  three  quarters  of  a  league,  and 
runs  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft.  Veflels 
that  draw  twelve  or  thirteen  feet  water  are 
obliged  to  laveer  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  a 
league  between  the  two  points,  where  you 
have  generally  three  fathoms  at  low  water. 

The  lecond  entrance  winch  lies  north 
north-eaft,  and  fouth  fouth-weft,  is  formed 
by  the  weft  north- weft  point  of  the  little 
ifle  of.  entrance,  and  that  of  the  eaft  fouth- 
eaft  point  of  the  north.  This  is  wider  than 
the  other.  The  channel  may  be  three 
bundled  and  fifty  fathoms  in  breadth,  five 
or  fix  in  depth  at  the  loweft  ebb,  and 
feven  at  high  water.  None  but  thefe  two 
entrances  admit  of  all  forts  of  veffels  j  the 
other  two  are  only  for  fliallops  and  canoes. 

G  '  The 
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The  ifle  of  Savages  lies  between  the 
eaft  and  north- weft  entrances.  Its  fitu- 
ation  renders  it  extremely  convenient  for 

4 

the  reception  of  veffels  into  the  harbour, 
as  well  as  for  the  fafety  of  anchor¬ 
age  3  therefore  whenever  they  intend  to 
make  either  of  thefe  two  entrances,  they 
fhould  turn  their  head  to  the  ifle  of  Sa¬ 
vages.  We  made  ufe  of  this  precaution, 
by  means  of  which  a  veffel  is  always  certain 
of  riding  fafe  in  the  middle  of  the  channel. 

There  is  a  fecond  ifland  weft  fouth-weft 
of  that  of  the  Savages.  The  latter  was  re- 
figned  intirely  to  them,  and  is  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  a  league  diftant  from  the  former. 
It  makes  the  eaft  north-weft,  and  may  be 
about  a  league  and  a  half  in  circumference. 
The  lands  are  high,  and  covered  with 
beech. 

The  rapidity  of  the  currents  of  this 
haven,  hath  forced  the  three  different  en¬ 
trances  here  mentioned.  That  further  on 

l  .  4»  "**  X 

to  the  weft,  was  not  formed  before  1750, 
when  a  violent  ftorm  beat  off  the  lands  * 

and  the  ftrength  of  the  currents  has  hin¬ 
dered 
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dered  them  fince  from  returning.  From 
the  north-weft  point  it  is  two  leagues  and 
a  quarter ;  and  from  the  eaft  and  north- 
weft  to  tire  bottom  of  the  bay  we  reckoned 
two  leagues.  They  go  up  with  veffels  from 
a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  tun.  The 
harbour  is  divided  into  two  branches  ;  the 
firft  runs  about  a  league  fouth  fbuth-weftj  ■ 
and  at  the  further  extremity  there  is  a  little 
liver,  which  rifeth  half  a  league  within 
the  fouth  lands.  The  fecond  runs  three 
leagues  weft  fouth-weft.  Small  veffels  may 
afeend  it  the  fpace  of  two  leagues: 

Keeping  along  the  weft  point  we  arrived 
at  a  kind  of  canal,  which  runs  north-weft 
as  far  as  the  harbour  of  Cachecampec.  It 
admits  only  of  fmall  veftels,  and  forms  a 
communication  betwixt  the  two  harbours, 
diftant  from  each  other  fix  leagues. 

The  lands  adjacent  to  the  harbour  of 
Malpec  are  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  thofe  of 
St.  Peter,  and  indeed  by  far  the  beft  of  the 
whole  ifland  of  St.  John.  The  banks  of 
the  rivers  are  covered  with  all  forts  of  beau¬ 
tiful  tiees.  Between  this  and  the  harbour 
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of  Cachecampec  there  is  a  large  grove  of 
cedars,  above  three  leagues  in  circumfe¬ 
rence.  There  are  two  forts  of  cedar-trees, 
white  and  red  ;  the  white  is  the  largeft, 
and  ferves  to  make  fhingles  or  coverings  of 
houfes,  inclofures,  &c.  The  wood  is  ex¬ 
tremely  light ;  and  diftils  a  kind  of  incenfe, 
but  bears  no  fruit  like  the  cedar  of  mount 

#  A  ,  V 

Libanus.  The  fragrancy  is  in  the  leaves : 
that  of  the  red  cedar  is  in  the  wood,  and 
far  more  agreeable. 

The  Acadian  women  are  accuftomed  to 

s. 

chew  this  '  incenfe,  which  -preferves  their 
teeth,  and  makes  them  look  exceeding 
white.  In  the  neighbourhood  they  have 
likewife  difcovered  a  particular  kind  of  clay, 
proper  for  making  of  bricks.  They  have  alfo 
great  plenty  of  all  forts  of  game.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  advantages,  the  inhabitants 
are  by  unforefeen  accidents  reduced  to  great 
mifery;  for  which  reafon  they  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  .allowed  the  privilege  of 
fifliing.  It  is  a  miftake  to  imagine  that 
this  method  of  fubfifting  would  make  them 

indiligent  with  regard  to  agriculture.  The 

har- 
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harbours  of  St.  Peter  and  Tracadie  are 
proofs  of  the  contrary.  It  is  even  demon- 
Itrable  that  the  filhery  is  a  fure  means  of 
promoting  tillage,  beeaufe  it  enables  thofe 
who  follow  it,  to  maintain  domeftics  and 
cattle,  without  which  the  lands  mull  needs 
remain  uncultivated.  Neither  is  this  the 
only  advantage  they  would  reap  from  the 
filhery ;  for  the  ftock  of  dry  cod  which 
they  would  keep  by  them,  together  with 
the  adventitious  helps  of  milk,  butter,  and 
cheefe,  would  fupply  any  fcarcity  in  bad 
years,  and  repair  the  damage  done  to  the 
grain  by  locufts  and  field-mice.  Thefe 
animals  are  the  fcourge  of  the  country. 
Whenever  there  happens  to  be  plenty  of 
beech-maft,  the  field-mice  come  out  of 
their  lurking  places,  and  devour  whatever 
they  find  either  in  the  woods  or  the  open 
fields :  and  after  every  thing  is  eonfumed, 
they  rulh  headlong  into  the  lea;  where  in 
all  probability  they  expect  to  find  fome 
nourilhment.  In  rainy  weather,  or  in 
cafe  of  inundations  of  rivers,  or  of  thick 
fogs,  the  field-mice  are  fuccecded  by  locuhsx 
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which  commit  the  like  devaluation,  Thefe 
misfortunes  frequently  reduce  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  are  two  hundred  in  number,  to 
great  mifery;  and  fuch  indeed  was  their 
condition,  when  we  happened  to  be  among 
them. 

From  Malpe.c  we  fet  out  in  a  canoe,  and 
arter  eroding  a  Day  three  leagues,  we  landed 
near  a  imall  rivulet,  intirely  fed  by  the 
nitration  or  the  waters,  which  lodge  them- 
felves  in  tins  low  marfhy  neighbourhood. 
From  thence  we  directed  our  courfe  by  a 
way  that  begins  at  the  bottom  of  the  rivu¬ 
let,  and  runs  a  league  to  the  fouthward. 
The  earth  was  covered  with  beech,  and 
specially  with  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
i‘  rench-beans,  and  a  kind  of  pine-trees. 
At  length  we  arrived  at  Bedec, 

The  harbour  of  Bedec  is  inhabited  by 
eight  families,  which  by  our  computation 
made  four  and  forty  fouls.  It  is  fituate  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  within  fixteen 
leagues  of  Port  de  la  Joye,  and  eighteen  of 
the  Green-bay  of  Acadia.  The  foil  is  very 
proper  for  culture  j  and  the  borders  are 

adorned 
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adorned  with  beautiful  meadows.  The 
entrance  is  formed  by  the  point  of  the  ifle 
of  Bedec  upon  the  lands  eaftward,  and  by 
the  weft  north-weft  point  upon  thofe  to 
the  weft.  Thefe  two  points  being  fouth- 
eaft,  and  weft  north-weft,  are  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  a  league  diftant  from  each  other. 
The  channel,  fttuate  north-eaft  and  fouth- 
weft,  may  Be  about  a  quarter  of  a  league 
in  breadth,  and  from  four  to  five  fathoms 
depth  at  low  water.  After  doubling  the 
ifle  of  Bedec,  the  harbour  divides  itfelf  into 
two  branches ;  one  runs  north-eaft  about  a 

t 

league  and  a  half,  the  other  fouth-eaft 
three  quarters  of  a  league.  In  both  you 
may  caft  anchor  in  four  or  five  fathoms 
at  low  water  :  but  for  greater  fafety 
you  had  better  move  to  the  fouth-weft  fide, 
which  is  thoroughly  protected  from  the 
wind. 

Leaving  the  harbour  of  Bedec,  we  fol¬ 
lowed  the  coaft,  and  reached  the  Travcrfe 
nwr,  where  we  reckoned  only  three  and 
twenty  inhabitants,  but  obferved  that  the 
banks  were  covered  with  very  good  pafture. 
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From  thence  we  proceeded  to  the  River  am 
blonds,  following  the  coall  for  three  leagues. 
This  111  cam  luns  up  the  country  four  leagues 
1101  th.  The  inhabitants,  to  the  number  of 
thirty  feven,  are  fettled  on  both  tides  a  league 
iioni  the  mouth.  1  hofe  lands  which  we 
boy  cultivated,  piomile  very  fair  j  and  thole 
unfilled  are  covered  with  timber.  This 
j-iver  is  navigable  only  for  boats,  and  its 
banks  a.c  eniiched  with  excellent  pafture. 

Keeping  along  the  coall  we  arrived  at 
the  River  of  toads ,  where  we  found  but 
thirteen  inhabitants,  and  nothing  remark¬ 
able.  I  i  o m  thence  we  proceeded  to  the 
creek  north-well.  The  coall  all  along  is 
very  low,  and  covered  with  plenty  of  timber. 
FI  ere  we  reckoned  thirty  inhabitants.  We 
left  this  place  to  return  to  Port  de  la  Joyey 
from  which  we  were  dihant  no  more  than 
three  leagues :  but  before  this  we  landed  at 


the  Creek  oj  the  wild  boar ,  in  order  to  fee 
ten  poor  inhabitants,  whofe  miferv  greatly 
excited  our  cpmpaffion. 

F rom  the  PraverJ’e  river  to  Port  de  lafoye , 
the  coall  fvvarms  with  all  forts  of  wild  fowl, 

efpeci- 
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ifpecially  witli  vaft  multitudes  of  buftards, 
c revans  *,  and  teals.  There  are  a  great 
many  beautiful  meadows  that  produce  good 
crops  of  hay,  and  might  even  furnifh  a 
lufficient  quantity  for  the  remainder  of  the 
illand,  if  they  would  but  undertake  to  mow 
it.  Yet  it  would  be  more  proper  to  increafe 
the  number  of  inhabitants,  efpecially  to¬ 
wards  the  north-weft  creek. 

In  the  woods  you  meet  with  a  vaft 
number  of  foxes,  martens,  and  hares,  but 
very  few  partridges  ;  however,  you  arc 
made  amends  by  the  woodcocks,  which 
keep  together  in  numerous  flocks,  and  fome- 
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times  are  fo  tame,  and  fly  fo  near  the 
ground,  that  you  may  knock  them  dowrn 
with  ftones.  The  plenty  of  fhell-fifh  is 
likewife  a  great  relief  to  the  inhabitants. 

We  are  now  returned  to  Port  de  la  Joye> 
of  which  I  fhall  give  you  a  Iketch.  This 
harbour,  called  the  creek  of  Point  prime , 
is  formed  by  a  point  of  this  name,  fituate 
on  the  lands  fouth  fouth-eaft  of  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  port,  and  by  the  north-weft 

f  A  kind  of  wild  fowl  peculiar  to  that  country. 
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point,  fituate  on  the  lands  north  north# 

weft  of  the  faid  entrance.  Thefe  two 
points  are  the  fouth-eaft  and  north- weft. 
The  diftance  from  one  to  the  other  in  a 
direct  line  is  feven  leagues  and  a  half,  with 
two  in  depth,  and  feven  in  circumference. 

The  channel  is  fituate  north  north-eaft, 
and  fouth  fouth-weft  of  the  entrance,  and 
runs  up  to  Port  de  la  Joye.  The  depth  is 
generally  from  feven  to  eight  fathoms  at 
low  water,  and  in  fome  places  nine.  The 

a 

breadth,  though  variable,  is  reckoned  a 
quarter  of  a  league. 

The  moft  Ikillfui  pilots  of  the  country 
affirm,  that  when  you  are  in  five  fathoms 
water,  you  have  not  as  yet  entered  the 
right  channel,  but  that  you  fliould  fail  near 
the  wind,  according  to  what  diredtion  you 
are  in.  Upon  your  entrance  you  leave  the 
Governors  ijland  to  the  right ;  but  take 
care  of  the  ftioals,  which  run  out  confi- 
derably  into  the  main,  and  are  a  large 
duller  of  rocks.  The  Governor  s  ijland  is 
of  a  round  figure,  about  a  league  and  a 

half  in  circumference,  and  half  a  league  in 
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breadth.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  timber 
of  different  forts,  and  vaft  plenty  of  game. 

To  the  left  alfo  upon  your  entrance, 
you  leave  the  ifland  of  the  Count  of 
St.  Peter,  which  is  much  more  acceffible 
than  the  Governor's  ij. land ,  the  fhore  being 
very  level.  It  is  a  quarter  of  a  league  long, 
and  four  hundred  fathoms  broad,  being 
covered  with  pine  and  fir-trees.  You  may 
even  wade  over  the  bar,  as  it  is  quite  dry 
at  low  water,  beginning  from  the  north- weft 
point.  Upon  this  bar  and  all  along  the 
banks  of  the  ifland,  there  is  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  buftards,  crevans ,  and  woodcocks. 
Port  de  lajoye  is  fituated  at  the  bottom  of 
the  creek  of  La  Joye,  five  leagues  from 
Point  prime ,  making  the  circuit  from 
point  to  point.  It  is  formed  by  tire  Rafberry 
point,  fituate  on  the  lands  to  the  eaftward, 
and  by  the  point  A  la  flame ,  fituate  on  thofe 
to  the  weft.  Thefe  two  points  lie  eaft  north- 
eaft,  and  weft  fouth-weft.  The  diftance  be¬ 
tween  them  is  but  a  quarter  of  a  league. 

i^el  _  hat  runs  juft  in  the  middle 
between  the  two  points,  may  be  three  hun¬ 
dred 
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dred  fathoms, where  it  is  wideft  at  low  watei \ 
The  road  is  a  quarter  of  a  league  from 
the  entrance,  between  thofe  two  points, 
diftant  one  from  the  other  a  quarter  of  a 
league.  There  is  good  holding  ground  in 
nine  fathoms,  and  a  miry  bottom.  Three 
rivers  difembogue  themfelves  into  this  road, 
from  the  weft,  north,  and  north-eaft. 

The  mouth  of  the  weft  river  is  formed 
by  one  of  the  latter  points,  fituate  to  the 
left  afcending,  and  by  the  north  point  at 
the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  league.  This 
river  runs  four  leagues  into  the  land,  and 
is  almoft  every  where  of  the  fame  breadth. 

The  mouth  of  the  north-eaft  river  is 
formed  by  the  north  point  of  the  weft  river, 
and  by  the  eaft  point  of  this  north  river,  di¬ 
ftant  from  each  other  a  quarter  of  a  league. 
It  runs  four  leagues  up  the  country. 

The  north-eaft  river  is  formed  by  a  point 
towards  the  entrance  to  the  right,  and  by 
the  eaft  point  of  the  north  river.  Thefe 
two  points  are  north-weft  and  louthreaft, 
and  the  diftance  from  one  to  the  other  is 
pine  hundred  fathoms.  This  river  runs 

nine 
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nine  leagues  up  the  country.  It  is  one  of 
the  bell  planted  ftreams  in  the  whole  ifland ; 
and  not  without  good  reafon,  for  the  foil 
being  light  and  fomewhat  fandy,  is  the 
more  proper  for  culture. 

After  taking  a  view  of  all  thofe  places,  we 
arrived  at  the  river  of  the  Great  Afcenfion, 
three  leagues  fouth  of  Port  de  la  Joye.  It  is 
formed  by  the  weft  point  and  that  of  the 
birch-trees,  fituate  on  the  lands  to  the  eaft- 
ward.  They  are  diftant  from  each  other 
a  quarter  of  a  league.  This  river  divides 
itfelf  into  three  branches,  which  run  eaft, 
north,  and  weft,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
league.  They  are  navigable  for  fmall  vef- 
fels.  At  the  further  extremity  of  the  north- 
weft  branch,  a  little  rivulet  joins  this  ftream, 
and  is  of  fufficieut  rapidity  for  eretting  a 
faw-mill  upon  this  fpot,  efpecially  as  there 
is  plenty  of  wood  at  hand.  All  thefe  places 
are  more  or  lefs  inhabited,  in  proportion 
to  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil :  but  as  the 
people  live  at  fome  diftance  from  one  an¬ 
other,  as  well  as  from  Port  de  la^oye  ;  when 
I  have  concluded  my  account  of  fuch  places 
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3.S  mei  it  attention,  I  fhall  give  you  ouf 
calculation  of  the  number  of  inhabitants* 
After  furveying  the  rivers  above  mentioned, 
we  went  to  the  little  river  of  Peugiguit, 
irom  thence  to  the  river  of  the  Saw-null , 
and  thence  to  the  River  of  Whites, ,  and  in 
each  place  we  took  notice  of  the  habitations, 
till  at  length  we  arrived  at  tile  Buf -creek, 
lituate  on  the  river  to  the  north-eaft,  and 
from  thence  to  the  Dead-creek ,  to  the  Little 
Afcenfion ,  and  to  the  Pirogues. 

Leaving  the  Pirogues ,  we  fet  fail  for 
the  Court  of  St.  Peter’s  creek ,  doubling 
the  points  of  Marguerite  and  Framboifet 
and  arrived  there  in  half  an  hour.  The 
country  round  this  place  is  pretty  good, 
but  there  are  no  pafture  grounds,  con- 
fequently  no  cattle.  They  have  the  fame 
want  at  the  creek  of  the  Pirogues ,  which  is 
fupplied  from  the  Little  Afcenfion. 

At  a  fmali  diftance  from  Count  St.  Peters 
creek ,  we  found  that  of  the  Seamen.  They 
are  both  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
bay  of  Port  de  la  Joye.  I  do  not  intend  to 
fend  you  a  defcription  of  them,  fince  they 
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are  remarkable  only  for  their  populofitv. 
The  coaft  on  this  fide  is  leparated  from 
the  north-eaft  river  by  a  very  thick  wood, 
which  makes  their  diftance  from  two  to 
feven  leagues .  In  the  middle  of  this  wood 
is  the  royal  road  of  the  three  rivers.  It  was 
undertaken  by  Count  de  Raymond,  and  be¬ 
ginning  from  point  Marguerite,  was  carried 
on  as  far  as  the  peninfula  of  the  three 
rivers.  A  very  good  fettlement  might  be 
made  on  this  part  of  the  ifland,  if  fine 
woods,  pleafant  meadows,  fruitful  lands, 
plenty  of  game  and  fifli,  can  be  any  en¬ 
couragement  to  planters. 

After  having  been  to  fee  the  Creek  of  the 
feamen,  and  the  little  morafs,  we  fet  out 
from  the  latter,  diftant  two  leagues  from 
Port  de  la  Joye,  and  keeping  dole  to  the 
coaft,  which  is  very  low,  and  covered  with 
all  forts  of  wood,  we  arrived  at  the  large 
creek,  and  directed  our  courfe  by  the  Great 
Afcenfion.  On  the  banks  of  this  river,  which 
hath  been  already  defcribed,  we  found  fome 
timber  proper  for  fhip-building. 

Having  paffed  the  Point  of  the  birch-trees , 

Point 
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Point  prime ,  and  pinette y  we  came  to'  the 
laft  plantation  in  the  ifland  j  and  in  all  thefe 
different  places,  including  Port  de  la  Jove, 
we  reckoned  a  thoufand  three  hundred  and 

it 

fifty  four  inhabitants. 

Though  the  fettlements  on  the  ifland  of 
St.  John  increafe  every  day  by  the  arrival 
of  Acadians  and  others,  vet  a  confide- 

9  J 

rable  quantity  of  land,  as  good  as  that 
we  have  been  defcribing,  remains  If  ill 
uncultivated.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the 
fame  advantage  might  be  derived  from  this 
as  from  any  other  part ;  and  with  a  little 
care  this  ifland  might  be  rendered  as  fer^ 
viceable  as  Acadia. 

Indeed  the  winter  is  very  long,  and 
the  cold  intenfe.  If  you  ftir  out  in 
the  froft,  you  are  in  danger  of  perifhing 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  and  the  fnow 
falls  fo  heavy,  that  it  frequently  lies 
four  feet  deep  in  four  and  twenty 
hours.  Flies  and  mufquetoes  are  likewife 
a  'great  inconveniency.  Thefe  abominable 
infers  darken  the  air,  and  fallen  themfelves 
on  the  leaves  of  trees,  elpecially  in  the 

woods  y 


'  s  -  < 


I 


,  the  if  and  6f  St.  "John.  97 

V/oods  ;  yet  it  has  been  obferved,  that  in 
proportion  as  the  lands  are  manured,  and 
the  country  is  peopled,  the  number  of  thefe 
infefts  diminifhes.  But  granting  they  are  very 
troubiefome,  I  want  to  know  what  place 
in  the  world,  is  exempt  from  all  incon- 
Veniency  ?  And  is  not  this  we  have  been 
mentioning,  fufficiently  compenfated  by  the 
advantages  that  might  eafily  be  derived 
from  fo  promifmg  a  colony  ?  Sure  I  am, 
that  notwithftanding  this  barren  defcription, 
you  would  be  glad  to  perufe  it  regularly 
once  a  week,  on  condition  of  being  in- 
veiled  with  the  property  of  the  ifland  of 
St.  John  j  and  you  would  foon  find  your 
account.  I  wifh  it  with  all  my  heart,  and 

S  I  R,  Yours,  &c.  - 

V  let  T  E  R  VI. 

Of  the  different  animals  on  both  if  and s ;  of 
_ ,  the  cod-fijhcry ;  of  the  French  manner  of 
curing  it ,  and  of  the  glue  made  offifi ,  &c.  ' 


SIR, 


pUrfuant  to  the  order  I  propofed  at  firfl 
X  fetting  out,  it  is  incumbent  Upon  me, 

if  after 
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* 
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after  giving  you  a  defcription  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  John,  to  entertain  you  with  that 

-  1  '■  1 

of  the  inhabitants.  In  this  number  I, 
include  all  animated  bodies.  But  in  or¬ 
der  to  preferve  the  gradation  in  which  na¬ 
ture  has  placed  the  human  fpecies,  I  fit  all 

begin  with  that  being,  to  which  we  have 

•  ‘ 

given  the  name  of  animal  by  way  of  pre¬ 
ference,  though  it  too  often  happens  that 
the  diftin&ion  is  only  verbal. 

You  have  not  loft  memory  of  the  ho-- 

nourable  mention  I  made  of  domeftic  ani- 

. 

mals,  in  taking  notice  of  the  labour  of 
their  mafters.  There  are  horned  cattle,  ani 
beafts  of  burden  in  this  country,  and  much 
of  the  fame  form  and  make  as  thofe  in. 
Europe.  They  likewife  enjoy  in  part  the 
fruit  of  their  labour }  though  there  is  no 
merit  in  the  indulgence,  becaufe  it  is  ne- 
ceffary,  and  attended  with  greater  advan¬ 
tages  here  than  any  where  elfe.  The  ma¬ 
nuring  of  wafte  lands,  and  the  changing 
them  into  gardens  or  ploughed  fields,  re¬ 
quires  that  a  proper  care  fhould  be  taken 

of  the  ufeful  animals  employed  for  this 

-  ■'  ’ 
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pUrpofe ;  and  pa  dure  found  for  their  fub- 
fiftence.  It  remains  therefore  that  I  fay 
fomething  to  you  of  thofe  animals,  for 
which  we  have  no  manner  of  regard, 
though  they  contribute  to  our  food  and 
raiment.  There  are  fome  you  are  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  of  which  number  is  the 
beaver,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  would 
be  glad  to  have  fome  knowledge  of  thofe 
animals.  Indeed  the  accounts  that  have  been 
given  of  them  is  not  at  all  fabulous.-  No¬ 
thing  can  be  compared  to  their  fagacity 
and  artful  contrivance.  I  mud  confefs 
that  upon  obferving  the  order,  indudry, 
and  exact  fubordination  that  prevails  among 
them,  I  have  faid  to  myfelf,  though  theft 
creatures  have  not  perhaps  a  foul  like  ours 
furely  with  fo  unerring  an  indincd  they  1 
no  great  lofers.  Yet  indead  of  admiring 
them  for  arts  which  we  have  only  borrowed 
of  them,  we  go  and  didurb  them  in  the 
midd  of  their  work,  in  which  they  difplay 
all  the  ingenuity  of  able  architects.  Indeed 
I  am  oftentimes  grieved  at  this,  and  I  had 
much  rather  be  without  knowing  that  their 

2  fl'  1  vs 
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fkin  is  of  vife  for  covering  my  head  and 
feet,  or  for  other  purpofes,  and  that 
their  flefh  is  of  a  delicate  tafle,  than  be  fo 
ill-natured  as  to  difturb  them.  But  fince 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  preferve  them 
from  fo  cruel  a  fate,  1  mull  benefit  by  their 
misfortunes  like  the  reft  of  mankind  ;  and 
indeed  the  favages  would  ftill  continue  to 
deftroy  them  here  and  in  other  places,  were 
I  to  preach  for  ever  againft  their  bar¬ 
barity. 

I  fliall  much  more  readily  refign  all  the 
large  game,  the  hunting  of  which  is  the 
favourite  and  almoft  only  occupation  of 
thofe  people.  Their  bears  are  much  the 
fame  as  thofe  in  Europe ;  fome  of  them 
are  white.  Their  fat,  or  rather  their  oil, 
is  very  good  to  eat ;  and  the  flefh  of  the 
young  bears  is  a  perfect  dainty. 

The  orignal  is  as  large  as  a  mule,  with 
very  thick  hair,  of  a  dark  brown  colour  in 
fummer,  and  almoft  intirely  white  in  winter. 
A  great  many  are  of  opinion  that  this  is 
the  fame  animal  as  in  other  places  is  called 
the  elk. 

The 

*•  -  *■ 
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The  caribou  is  a  kind  of  deer,  whole 
head,  as  well  as  that  of  the  orignal,  is  or¬ 
namented  with  very  large  horns  like  a  flag, 
and  the  branches  are  almoft  flat.  The  flcfli 
of  this  beaft  is  eatable,  but  they  prefer  that 
of  the  orignal ;  and-  indeed  it  makes  as  good 
loop  as  beef.  As  there  is  no  fpecies  of 
animal,  but  what  hath  its  natural  ene¬ 
my,  befides  man,  that  of  the  orignal  is  the 
quincajou.  This  creature  refembles  a  large 
cat  •  his  hair  is  of  a  red  brown  ;  and  the 
tail  fo  very  long,  that  when  he  turns  it  up, 
it  makes  two  or  three  curls  on  his  back. 
This  is  his  offenfive  weapon.  With  it  he 
entwines  the  poor  animal,  after  firft  feizing 
him  with  his  paws,  then  he  bites  him  in 
the  neck  under  the  ear,  and  does  not  let 
go  his  hold,  till  the  orignal  drops  down 
dead.  But  do  not  imagine  that  the  quin¬ 
cajou  alone  has  the  honour  of  an  engage¬ 
ment,  in  appearance  fo  unequal ;  he  acts 
in  conjunction  with  the  fox,  who  facilitates 
the  attack  by  furprizing  or  decoying  the 
enemy.  Thus  you  fee  it  is  not  our  fpecies 
alone  that  gets  the  better  of  force  by  cun- 

K  3  fling 
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mng  and  flratagem :  nature  is  uniform 
throughout  the.  whole  range  of  beings  5 
and  doubtlefs  to  render  us  more  fenfible  of 
her  liberality  in  the  difpenfation  of  favours, 
fne  diftributes  evil  with  the  fame  impar¬ 
tiality.  The  favages  have  a  furprizing 
acutenefs  m  tracing  the  orignal.  They  can 
diflinguifh  by  the  lcent  whether  it  be  male 
or  female,  young  or  old,  and  at  what 
diftance  neither  do  they  lofe  fcent  of  it, 
even  if  they  were  to  follow  it  feveral  days. 

They  reduce  the  bones  of  this  animal  tqr 
a  powder,  and  afterwards  boil  it  in  water. 
They  gather  the  fat  that  comes  upon  the 
furface,  and  from  thence  extract  five  or  fix 
pounds  of  a  kind  of  tallow,  as  white  as 
fnow,  and  as  firm  as  wax.  This  is  their 
provifion  when  they  are  upon  the  chace  ; 
they  call  it  cacamo ,  and  we  orignal  butter. 

4  "  '  i  ■  »  I-’; . 

They  have  a  great  number  of  lynxes, 
whofe  flefh  taftes  like  veal.  Their  porcu¬ 
pines,  otters,  martens,  vifons,  fichoux ,  roe¬ 
bucks,  and  mufk-rats,  are  not  only  very 
good  eating,  but  afford  excellent  furs.  J 
fliall  wave  giving  you  a  defcription  of  thefe 


/ 
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animals  j  this  has  been  done  to  your  hand 
by  fuch  a  number  of  authors,  that  the 
repetition  would  be  altogether  needlefs. 

With  regard  to  fmall  game,  they  have 
plenty  of  turtle-doves,  and  of  excellent 
quality  in  July  and  Auguftj  as  alfo  black¬ 
birds,  plcds-rougcsy  and  larks,  with  corbe- 
jeaux  very  near  as  large  as  wood-cocks, 
with  much  the  fame  beak,  and  three 
forts  of  partridges ;  the  firll:  like  ours,  the 
fecond  as  big  as  a  pheafant,  and  the  third 
fomething  like  a  water-wag-tail.  Their 
ortolans  are  as  good  as  thofe  in  Provence. 
Their  hares  are  fmaller  than  thofe  in  France, 
grey  in  fummer,  and  white  in  winter.  As 
for  fnipes  and  wood-cocks,  I  obferved 
to  you  already  that  they  have  their 
fhare. 

The  coaft  round  thefe  iflands  fwarms  a 
part  of  the  year,  efpecially  in  fpring  and 
autumn,  with  all  forts  of  wild  fowl,  as 
buftards,  crevans,  cormorants,  wild-ducks, 
canards  branchus ,  a  very  fine  bird,  teal, 
moy  agues ,  cacaouis ,  marchaux ,  cacaos ,  Can¬ 
nes  de  roches ,  goelans ,  ejlerlets ,  margots ,  godes, 

H  4  lea 
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.  ^ea  pigeons,  feringouins  *,  and  a  great 
many  other  forts,  the  names  of  which  I 
emit  for  brevity,  intending  to  make  you 
acquainted  with  them  when  you  are  upon 
the  fpot.  Yet  I  will  mention  a  word  or 
two  in  particular  of  fome  of  thofe  animals. 

The  buftard  lays  its  eggs  only  every  other 
year,  and  changes  its  feathers  during  the 
year  of  repofe  :  but  as  it  does  not  begin 
to  hatch  till  its  fourth  year ;  in  order  to 
repair  the  lofs  of  time,  it  lays  fifteen  or 
fixteen  eggs  at  a  time.  Unfortunately  it' 
builds  its  neft  in  low  marfhy  places,  and 
great  numbers  of  them  are  deftroyed  by  the 
foxes.  It  grows  as  tame  as  a  goofe  ;  and 
then  it  is  much  better  eating  than  thofe 
wild  birds  of  the  fame  fpecies. 

The  crevant  is  a  bird  of  paffage,  fmaller 
than  the  buftard,  and  better  eating  than  a 
wild-duck.  The  goijland  is  bigger  than  a 
pigeon,  and  lives  upon  fifh.  The  eggs  of 
thefe  birds  are  very  good  to  eat,  except  • 
thofe  of  the  cormorant. 

All  thefe  different  forts  of  birds  fly  over 

.  .•* 

.  t  » 

*  The  above  birds  are  local  and  confined  to  that  country/ 

fa  that  we  have  no  Engljfti  names  for  theijw  m 
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in  large  flocks  to  the  ijlands  of  birds ,  which 
belong  to  the  Englifh,  in  order  to  lay  their 
eggs  there  in  the  fpring.  They  generally 
range  themfelves  on  the  white  point  within 
a  quarter  of  a  league  of  Louifburg.  There 
is  then  fuch  plenty  of  game,  that  you  may 
hear  a  thoufand  mulket  fhots  in  a  day. 

This  kind  of  fport  is  a  great  relief  to  the 
inhabitants,  who  are  generally  in  want  of 
frefli  provisions  this  time  cf  the  year ; 
though  moft  of  thefe  wild-fowls  have  a  kind 
of  oily  tafte,  owing  to  the  fifli  and  the 
goimond ,  their  conftant  food.  The  goimond 
is  a  large  glutinous  weed,  of  a  yellow- 

brown,  which  the  fea  throws  up  along  the 
coaft. 

Fifli  being  one  of  the  chief  produ£tions 
of  thefe  iflands,  deferves  our  particular 
notice,  efpecially  the  cod-fifh,  which  is  the 
principal  fupport  of  their  trade. 

The  rivers  and  lakes  in  the  inner  parts 
of  thefe  iflands,  abound  with  very  good 
falmon,  trout,  eels  and  fmelts  :  the  fea 
produceth  thorn-back,  tench,  plenty  of 
(had-fiflt,  fturgeon,  plaice,  mackerel,  ga~ 
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fpamux,  a  fpecies  of  mackerel,  but  fome- 
thing  fmaller  >  bafe  as  firm  and  as  large  as 
pike,  and  the  flefh  as  firm  and  as  white ; 


herrings  on  the  fide  of  Labrador,  whales, 
oy  tiers,  lobfters,  mufcles,  cockles,  &c. 


AH  along  the  coaft  they  catch  plenty  of 
fea-wolves,  porpoifes,  fea-cows,  and  fome- 
times  whales.  From  thefe  fifhes  they  ex¬ 


tract  the  oil,  and  another  thing,  the  ufe  of 
which  you  are  as  well  acquainted  with  as  I* 


There  have  been  inftanees  of  a  glue 
made  of  requiem  ;  and  it  is  prefumed 
they  might  extradl  it  from  all  forts  of 


rough-flcinned  fifh,  as  well  as  from  por- 
•poife,  fcuttle-fifh,  fea-monfters,  and  other 


fifh  without  fcales.  As  the  method  of  pre- 

■V  '  .  i  i  . 

paring  it  is  very  little  known,  I  fhall  make 
you  acquainted  with  it ;  and  this  1  cafi 

affirm,  that  if  ever  you  come  to  ufe  it  here, 

# 

you  will  find  it  will  anfwer  your  expedi¬ 
tion.  And  indeed  if  they  were  to  apply 


themfelves  hard  to  this  kind  of  glue,  France 
might  foon  difpenfe  with  that  which  at 
prefent  ilie  is  obliged  to  import  from  Hol¬ 
land  and  the  Levant.  Though  the  fubjeci 


,\ 
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at  fil'd  fight  feems  to  be  but  of  fmall  im- 

%  ”  *  '  / 

portance,  yet  it  will  appear  in  a  different 
light  to  thofe,  who  know  of  what  confe¬ 
rence  it  is  to  a  kingdom,  not  to  be  obliged 
for  necelfaries  to  any  other  country  what¬ 
ever. 

They  take  the  lkins  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  fifhes,  with  their  fins,  tails,  heads, 
cartilages,  in  fliort  the  whole  body  ©f  the 
fifii,  except  the  flefli  and  the  fat  or  oil, 
All  thefe  they  boil  in  water,  taking  care 
to  preferve  it  from  the  fmoke,  or  from 
.any  thing  that  might  difcolour  the  liquor. 
When  it  is  boiled  down,  and  the  water  has 
extracted  all  the  fubftance  of  the  fifhy 
parts,  they  let  it  Hand  to  grow  cool,  and 
then  flrain  the  liquor  either  through  a  fieve 
or  a  piece  of  linnen.  Then  they  boil  this 
liquor  over  again  with  the  fame  precaution, 
till  the  drops  that  fall  grow  hard  and  con¬ 
fident  as  foon  as  they  cool.  When  they 
can  judge  from  thence  that  the  glue  is  made, 
they  let  it  cool  a  little,  but  not  fo  as  to 
hinder  it  from  running  on  the  tables  of 
ffone  or  Hate  upon  which  they  pour  it. 
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F or  want  of  fuch  conveniency,  fevcral  other 
things  may  be  contrived  to  receive  it,  taking 
care  however  to  put  paper  over  it,  and  to 
raife  the  edges  of  the  paper,  becaufe  the 
glue  ought  to  fpread  itfelf,  and  to  rife 
without  fattening  to  any  other  fubdance; 
As  foon  as  it  is  become  confident,  it  is 
twided  round  like  pade,  and  dringed  in 
order  to  hang  up  in  rows  in  the  fhade : 
and  when  they  are  obliged  to  make  it  upon 
paper  it  is  not  taken  off,  but  they  either 
twid  the  paper  along  with  the  glue,  or  elfe 
they  do  not  twid  it  at  all. 

The  glue  made  in  this  manner  is  more 
or  lefs  perfe6t,  according  as  they  take  more 
or  lefs  care  to  clarify  it,  and  make  it  keep 
its  colour.  It  intirely  diffblves  in  water, 
without  leaving  the  lead  mark  behind  it. 

But  dnce  I  have  begun  to  reveal  our 
fecrets,  I  mud  inform  you  of  the  manner 
in  which  we  cure  our  cod,  which  we  catch 
in  fhallops  during  the  dimmer  j  and  you 
will  foon  perceive  that  it  is  preferable  to 
that  of  our  neighbours. 

The  diallops  come  adiore  every  day, 

and 

- 
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and  the  fifhermen  throw  the  cod  upon  a 
ftage  prepared  for  that  purpofe.  One  of 
them,  who  is  called  the  beheader,  opens 
the  fifh  with  a  two-edged  knife,  fharp*- 
pointed;  then  he  breaks  the  head,  and 
parts  it  from  the  body.  Another  pufhes 
the  fifh  on  to  the  carver,  who  ftands  op- 
pofite  to  him  at  a  table  erected  upon  the 
ftage.  The  latter  with  a  fingle  edged  knife, 
fix  inches  long,  eighteen  lines  in  breadth, 
and  very  thick  towards  the  back  in  order 
to  increafe  its  weight,  draws  the  fkin  off 
two-thirds  of  the  body  near  the  head,  and 
lets  the  cod  tumble  into  a  barrel.  -The 
falter  immediately  draws  it  afide,  and  places 
it  with  the  fkin  undermoft.  Then  he  covers 
it  with  fait,  but  very  (lightly,  and  lays  the 
fifh  regularly  one  upon  another. 

After  leaving  the  cod  in  fait  three  or  four 
days,  and  fometimes  eight  or  longer,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  feafon,  they  put  it  into  a 
tub,  and  wadi  it  well.  Afterwards  they 
heap  it  up  in  piles,  which  they  call  fate 
or  arime.  In  fine  weather  they  ftretch  it 

out  with  the  fkin  undermoft,  on  a  kind  of 

*  _ ..  * 

wattles 
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wattles  called  vignaux,  railed  about  two 
feet  from  the  ground,  or  upon  ftones  called 


graves .  Before  night  they  turn  the  fkin 
«ppermoft,  which  they  alfo  do  whenever  it 
rains.  When  the  Mr  hath  been  dried  a 


little,  it  is  laid  in  bundles  of  five  or  fix, 
always  with  the  fkin  uppermoff:  in  the  night 
time  and  in  bad  weather.  Thus  it  con- 

T  ?  vjC  *4-  i  B  7  ?  f  y  j  ;■  j 

tinues  to  lie  for  a  fhorter  or  longer  time, 
according  as  the  weather  permits,  till  it  is 
half  dry.  Then  it  is  raifed  into  orbicular 
piles,  or  in  the  form  of  pigeon -houfes. 
In  this  pofition  it  continues  for  fame  days, 
after  which  it  is  expofed  to  the  open  air, 
and  turned  according  as  there  is  occafion, 
before  they  raife  it  into  large  piles  in  the 
feme  form,  in  which  manner  it  fometimes 
remains  fifteen  days  without  being  either 
turned  or  ftretched  out.  Once  more  they 
expofe  it  to  the  open  aif,  and  when  it  is 
almoft  dry,  they  gather  it  together,  in 
order  to  fweat.  Then  they  remove  it  again 
to  another  place,  an  operation  which  the 
French  call  recafiler.  ' 

In  fhort,  the  cod  cured  in  this  manner. 
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is  generally  fair  to  the  eye  and  good  to  the 
taile,  more  or  iefs  however  according  to 
the  time  that  has  been  bellowed,  and  to 
the  ability  and  diligence  of  the  perfon  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  preparation. 

The  fifh  cured  in  fpring  and  before  tho 
great  heats  is  commonly  the  faireil  to  the 
eye,  and  bell  tailed,  cfpecially  when  it 
has  been  properly  failed.  Too  much  fait 
makes  it  white,  but  fubjefl  withal  to  break, 
and  to  appear  humid  in  bad  weather.  The 
lingard,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  male  of  the 
cod,  is  by  far  the.  beil  and  the  moil  delicate 
of  the  whole  ipecies.  ■ 

The  cod  caught  in  autumn,  that  is  hi 
Odlober,  November,  and  December,  and 
fometimes  in  January,  continues  in  fait  to 
the  end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of  April. 
Then  it  is  walked ,  and  undergoes  the  pro- 
cefs  above  deferibed.  Yet  it  is  not  falter 
than  the  other,  tnough  it  be  not  fo  much 
eileemed  ;  for  there  is  no  doubt  but  the 
tight  method  of  curing  this  fort  of  fhh. 
depends  on  the  proper  U&ooJ&ls,  as  well  as 
on  the  feafon  of  the  year A  and  the.  de:e. 

‘  "  terity 
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terity  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the 
operation. 

The  boats  that  are  employed  at  fea  from 
twenty  to  forty  days,  in  this  fifhery,  take  off 
the  head  of  the  cod,  and  flice  it  on  board  ; 
and  as  foon  as  the  fifhermen  get  to  fhore, 
they  follow  the  abovementioned  receipt. 
I  have  given  you  the  particulars,  becaufe  I 
think  it  very  eflential  for  thofe  who  have 
any  intention  of  trading  in  thefe  parts, 
to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  this  prin¬ 
cipal  branch  of  commerce. 

The  Englifh.  manner  of  curing  the  cod- 
fiih.  is  very  different  from  ours ;  neither  is 
it  of  fo  good  a  quality ;  firft  of  all,  becaufe 
the  fait  they  make  ufe  of  being  of  a  mi¬ 
neral  nature,  is  confequently  more  corro- 
five,  and  gives  it  an  acrimonious  tafte ;  in 
the  next  place,  becaufe  they  do  not  take 
fo  much  pains.  It  is  true  likewife  that 
they  are  at  lefs  expence,  and  they  catch  a 
greater  quantity.  Hence  it  is  that  they 
fupply  all  Spain,  Italy,  and  even  the  Weft- 
Indies.  To  thofe  countries  they  tranfport 

■a  vaft  deal  of  fifh,  and  fell  it  much  cheaper 
r '  ■  than 
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than  the  French  do  theirs,  who  indeed  fend 
but  very  little  to  thofe  markets.  '  The  En- 
glifh  carry  on  this  trade  even  to  Louifburg; 
and  notwithftanding  its  being  an  article  ex- 
prefsly  prohibited,  yet  whether  it  be  that 
thofe  in  power  connive  at  it,  or  that  they 
do  not  take  fufficient  precaution,  the  con¬ 
traband  trade  continues.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  certain  that  the  French  filli  being  more 
efteemed  by  theEnglifh,  the  latter  buy  up  a 
large  quantity  of  the  former,  in  order  to  gra¬ 
tify  the  moft  delicate  palates.  Would  it  not 
be  therefore  a  much  better  way,  for  both 
nations  to  ufe  equal  care  and  fkill,  to  the 
end  that  they  might  reap  equal  advantages  ? 
I  know  you  are  too  candid  not  to  allow 
this  truth,  and  at  the  fame  time  too  good 
natured  to  difregard  my  diligence,  though 
I  may  not  be  fo  happy  as  to  afford  vou 
fufficient  amufement. 


I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
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Of  the  favages,  and  their  manner s,  &c.  Of 
the  means  •which  the  French  make  ufe  of  in 
order  to  draw  them  over  to  their  party. 

S  I  R,  / 

WERE  I  to  be  directed  by  the  idea 
which  moft  Europeans  have  formed 
of  the  favages,  I  fhould  reprefent  them  to 
you  only  as  part  of  the  productions  of  the 

A  _ 

i (lands  I  have  been  defcribing ;  but  far  am 
I  from  having  the  lead;  particle  of  that  ridi¬ 
culous  felf-love,  which  ufurps  to  itfelf  an 
excluftve  right  to  reafon.  This  is  a  faculty 
I  had  almoft  granted  to  beavers ;  and  indeed 
in  many  refpeCts  we  are  furpaffed  by  thofe 
animals.  I  will  therefore  take  upon  me  to 
fay  that  the  favages  are  upon  an  equality 
with  ourfelves.  Yet  it  is  not  merely  to 
prove  this  afiertion,  or  to  fatisfy  your  cu- 
riofity,  that  I  enter  upon  the  prefent 
difcuffion  concerning  thefe  people.  To 
be  acquainted  with  a  nation  whofe  prin¬ 
ciples  and  cufloms  differ  fo  widely  from 
ours,  is  a  matter  of  great  importance, 
whenever  we  intend  to  enter  into  any  treaty 
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6r  commerce  with  them.  Our  neighbours 
the  Englilh,  whofe  manners  are  not  fo 
engaging  as  ours,  have  negle6ted  this  point, 
without  reaping  fuch  advantage  from  their 
conduft,  as  excites  us  to  follow  their  ex- 
aftiple.  Neither  ought  we  to  be  furpnzed 
that  the  favages  fliould  fhew  lefs  afle£Hon 


towards  the  Englilh  than  towards  us,  though 
the  latter  are  capable  of  doing  them  as 
much  good  as  ourfelves ;  if  we  reflect  that 
to  conciliate  the  benevolence  of  a  people, 
we  ought  furely  to  be  directed  by  a  regard 
to  their  humour  and  inclination.  Neither 
will  I  pretend  to  fay  that  the  French  have 
made  themfelves  intirely  matters  of  this  art 


in  regard  to  the  favages.  Mott  travellers 
have  prefented  us  either  with  too  high,  oi 
too  low  an  idea  of  thefe  people.  Nothing 
but  converting  with  them,  and  carefully 
ttudjing  theii  manners,  can  prevent  our 
fphttmg  upon  one  of  thefe  two  rocks,  which 
are  both  alike  to  be  dreaded.  And  yet  this 
is  generally  the  fate  of  thofe  fuperficial 
obfervers,  who  find  it  more  convenient  to 
exprefs  either  the  highefl  admiration,  or 

^  2  the 
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the  moft  folemn  contempt,  for  what  they  have 
neither  inclination  nor  abilities  to  penetrate. 

Though  the  external  habit  and  cuftoms 
of  the  lavages  may  appear  barbarous  to  us, 

V  I 

yet  it  is  not  true  that  their  inward  fenti- 
ments  deferve  that  appellation.  Neither 
is  their  manner  of  life  exempt  from  all 
thofe  defefts,  by  which  our  focial  hap- 
pinefs  is  fo  often  difturbed.  They  have 
only  the  advantage  of  being  fubje£t  to 
fewer  of  thofe  defeats  than  we :  yet  as 
they  generally  behave  with  the  greateft 
calmnefs,  while  we  are  apt  to  be  whirled 
and  toft  by  a  ftorm  of  paffions;  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  find  the  touch-ftone, 
whereby  we  may  diftinguilh  when  they  fall 
only  into  an  error  of  the  underftanding,  or 
are  guilty  of  a  corruption  of  the  heart. 
No  other  way  is  there  of  coming  at  it, 
than  by  making  a  nice  fubftradtion  of  every 
fentiment  unneceflary  to  the  wants  and 
prefervation  of  the  individual.  But  to  diftin¬ 
guilh  the  gifts  of  nature  from  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  education,  is  perhaps  the  moft 
difficult  talk  of  all,  for  one  who  has  im¬ 
bibed 
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bibed  thofe  very  prejudices  from  his  in¬ 
fancy.  Hence  arifes  that  pity  which  we  think 
due  to  our  fellow  creatures,  whom  we  look 
upon  as  bereft  of  the  comforts  of  life  :  but 
this  is  only  becaufe  we  cannot  confider  thofe 
comforts,  as  altogether  foreign  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  people  who  have  no  idea  of  them. 

The  favages  were  perhaps  the  only  happy 
creatures  upon  earth,  before  the  knowledge 
of  idle  obje&s,  not  in  the  leafl  conne&ed 
with  the  prefervation  of  the  individual,  had 
altered  the  fimplicity  of  their  inclinations 
and  defires.  Notwithftanding  that  our  pre¬ 
judices  of  this  kind  have  as  yet  made  no 
great  progrefs  amongft  them,  yet  if  they 
could  diveft  themfelves  of  thofe  few  which 
they  have  learnt  of  us,  they  would  not  think 
themfelves  -obliged  to  us  for  our  fo  much 
boafted  favours. 

A  mixture  of  manners  the  mofl  oppofite, 
fuch  as  a  brutal  fury,  joined  to  that  amiable 
foftnefs  which  does  honour  to  humanity, 
appeared  to  us  at  firft  a  monftrous  afiem- 
blage.  Yet  we  might  have  obferved,  that 
this  chara&erifhc  of  a  favage  was  a  con- 

I  3  fcquence 
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fequence  of  that  fame  principle,  or  inftinffc 
of  prefervation  and  felf-defence ;  a  princi¬ 
ple  which  circumdances  make  us  confider 
as  variable,  though  it  neither  is,  nor  can 
be  fuch,  but  by  human  contrivance.  They 
who  will  difpute  this  truth  with  me,  need, 
only  to  prove  that  wre  have  cured  thofe  .• 
people  of  their  vices,  or  improved  their 
virtues.  It  is  true,  we  have  made  them, 
niter  their  cuffoms,  but  furely  they  are  no. 
gainers  by  the  change.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I 
mult  defcribe  them  to  you  fuch  as  they  are. 

So  throng  and  fo  general  is  their  averfion 
to  defpotic  power,  that  we  can  confider  it 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  paffion  founded 
in  nature ;  and  if  we  confult  our  own. 
breads,  we  fhall  readily  fall  into  this  opi¬ 
nion  ;  therefore  here  it  is  that  we  ought  to 
act  with  the  greateft  circumfpecHon.  Force 
will  never  do  ;  they  will  yield  to  nothing 
but  perfuafion.  There  is  very  little  rifle 
in  ufing  gentle  means,  becaufe  you  are  al¬ 
ways  fure  of  prevailing  with  a  favage  by 
reafon.  The  light  of  nature  operates  much 
more  effectually  with  them  than  with  us. 

Hence 
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Hence  it  is  that  although  they  know  no¬ 
thing  of  precepts  or  fubordination,  yet 
they  enjoy  almoft  every  advantage  derived 
to  us  from  a  well  regulated  authority.  Their 
laws  and  their  cuftoms  are  imprinted  in 
their  hearts,  and  always  flow  from  the 
dictates  of  good  fenfe,  unlefs  this  internal 
voice  fhould  happen  to  be  filenced  by  their 
neceflities.  Then  inftead  of  having  re- 
courie  to  conftraint,  which  would  only 
increafe  the  flame,  the  way  either  to  fatif- 
fy,  or  to  prevent  thofe  neceflities,  would 
be  to  appeal  to  reafon.  This  method  of 
fubduing  their  wills,  muft  ever  meet  with 
fuccefs.  But  in  order  to  obtain  this  kind 
of  empire,  it  will  be  neceflary  firft  to  gain 
their  efteem  ;  for  they  never  confide  in  a 
perfon,  for  whom  they  have  not  a  value. 
Upon  observing  the  leaft  CGntradi&ion  be¬ 
tween  the  example  apd  the  inftru&ion  of 
their  teachers,  they  would  confider  it  as  a 
defign  to  impofe  upon  them ;  which  they 
never  forgive.  And  though  it  be  certain 
that  a  perfon  intirely  poflefled  of  their 
efteem,  might  condutt  them  with  great 
-  -  -  •  I  4  eafe  ; 
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eafe  j  yet  this  efteem  is  very  difficult  to 
obtain.  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will 
laugh  at  me,  when  I  inform  you  that  the 
favages  are  at  leaft  as  complete  judges  of  me¬ 
rit,  as  thofe  who  pretend  moft  to  that  kind 
of  knowledge  amongft  us  ;  and  yet  nothing 
is  more  true.  They  have  a  method  of 
judging,  which  to  us  appears  equally  de¬ 
fective  and  ridiculous,  becaufe  it  has  been 
too  ftri&ly  reduced  to  the  rules  of  art.  It 
cannot  be  laid  with  them,  that  phyfiognomy 
is  deceitful  j  for  in  this  refpeCt  they  are 
hardly  ever  miltaken  in  their  judgment* 
They  have  an  excellent  tafte  this  way ; 
and  I  believe  for  the  following  reafon* 
i  hey  have  none  of  tnofe  external  appear¬ 
ances  that  deceive  us ;  none  of  that  ambi¬ 
tion  which  dazzles  the  minds  of  thofe,  who 
with  envy  behold  the  golden  chain.  In- 
tered:  with  them  being  only  a  view  relative 
to  their  prefent  wants,  which  are  but  few, 
may  be  coniidered  rather  as  a  momentary 
inftinct,  than  a  pallion  attended  with  dan¬ 
ger.  No  wonder  therefore,  if  being  devoid 
of  thofe  factitious  paffions,  that  have  en¬ 
feebled 
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feebled  the  power  of  fenfation  (a  power  which 
perhaps  was  defigned  by  Providence  to  fupply 
the  want  of  reflexion)  they  have  preferved 
the  force  thereof  whole  and  intire  j  if  con¬ 
futing  only  the  dilates  of  nature,  they 
difltinguifh  its  operations  much  better  than 
we,  whole  attention  is  divided  among  an 
infinite  number  of  objects ;  and  if  refigning 
themfelves  to  her  guidance,  they  are  ac¬ 
quainted  perfedtly  with  ail  her  Heps. 

Indeed  we  have  been  no  great  gainers 
by  depriving  them  of  part  of  this  know¬ 
ledge,  and  of  this  fimplicity.  Surprized  at 
the  inequality  of  conditions  of  which  they 
had  no  idea,  no  more  than  of  power 
diftinct  from  merit,  they  might  have  been 
dazzled  at  firft  by  this  outward  pomp,  but 
it  was  only  for  a  little  while,  till  their  ad- 
mil  ation  was  changed  by  fome  new  objedf, 
Therefoie  if  the  Englifh  were  to  contrive 
fomething  more  ftriking  than  thofe  different 
(hows,  by  which  we  endeavour  to  gain  their 
affeSlions;  we  ftiould  inftantly  lofe  our 
whole  influence  on  all  thofe,  whom  we  had 
not  taken  more  proper  means  to  fubdue, 

namely, 
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namely,  by  convincing  the  mind,  as  well 
as  by  winning  the  heart. 

Of  all  thofe  means,  which  alone  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  having  any  permanent  fuccefs,  re¬ 
ligion  is  undoubtedly  the  mod:  effedtual ; 
and  yet  there  mud:  be  particular  care  taken 
in  the  manner  of  exerting  it.  The  tenets 
of  our  holy  religion  being  invariable,  can¬ 
not  be  rendered  fubfervient  to,  the  inclina¬ 
tions  of  thofe,  to  whom  we  would  willingly 
recommend  it ;  this  I  grant  you  is  beyond 
all  doubt :  but  our  ceremonies  and  religious 
forms  may  be  adapted  to  their  weaknefs. 
The  favages  being  all  upon  an  equality, 
confequently  devoid  of  ambition,  or  jea- 
loufy  of  ranks  and  honours ;  living  in  the 
ftate  of  nature,  and  of  courfe  confining  their 
defires  to  the  prefervation  of  the  individual ; 
have  need  of  a  worlhip  that  fhall  fill  up 
thofe  vacant  moments,  which  are  not  em¬ 
ployed  in  providing  for  their  wants.  They 
were  already  pofieded  of  a  method  of  filling, 
up  thofe  moments,  before  we  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  them  ;  and  when  we  attempt 
to  change  their  amufements,  we  Ihould 

have 

\  *  i.  * 
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have  a  regard  to  thofe  inclinations,  which 
induced  them  to  prefer  our  form  and  me¬ 
thod  of  worfhip.  Thefe  people  had  the 
knowledge  of  a  deity,  whether  they  de¬ 
rived  it  from  the  light  of  reafon  only,  or 
had  formerly  received  it  from  the  fame 
revelation  as  ourfelves.  The  latter  opinion 
might  be  grounded  on  feveral  traditions, 
which  notwithftanding  their  being  disfi¬ 
gured  by  fables,  bear  a  confiderable  refem- 
blance  in  the  main  to  our  religion.  We 
can  trace  the  hiftory  of  the  deluge,  of  the 
creation,  of  the  fall  of  Adam,  of  the  im¬ 
mortality  of  the  foul,  and  even  of  the  re¬ 
demption  of  man. .  There  are  feveral  who 
have  attempted  to  unravel  their  confufed 
principles,  and  whimfical  fuperftitions. 
But  as  I  fhould  tell  you  nothing  new,  were 
I  to  enter  upon  a  tedious  repetition  of 
thefe  different  articles ;  I  fhall  therefore 
only  point  out  the  ufe  we  may  make  of 
them . 

In  the  firfi;  place,  we  may  derive  from 
thence  great  comfort  to  ourfelves,  and  be 
ftrengthened  in  our  faith :  for  whether  we 

fup- 
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fuppofe  that  the  light  of  nature  fupplied 
them  with  the  fame  ideas  as  ourfelves ;  or 
whether  they  were  indebted  for  them,  as 
we  are,  to  the  affiftance  of  revelation ;  it 
mu  ft  be  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  what¬ 
ever  we  are  naturally  taught  by  reafon  to 
believe,  is  inconteftable ;  and  that  which  is 
univerfally  aflented  to,  muft  be  built  on  a 
folid  foundation.  You  will  eafily  judge 
that  what  I  am  mentioning  here,  muft  be 
more  particularly  meant  of  the  knowledge 
of  a  deity,  and  the  nature  of  the  human 
foul,  than  of  other  points  that  have  been 
frequently  determined  by  fancy  and  ca¬ 
price. 

Secondly,  in  confequence  of  the  traces 
we  find  of  thofe  fame  whims  and  capricious 
inclinations,  we  may  determine  the  wor- 
lhip  moft  fuitable  to  the  favages ;  and  all 
prejudice  apart,  this  is  undoubtedly  the 
worfhip  of  the  church  of  Rome.  What 
would  become  of  thofe  poor  creatures  whofe 
active  genius  cannot  take  up  with  thofe 
different  fcenes  of  intrigue  and  intereft 
which  engrofs  our  attention  ;  what  would 

be- 
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become  of  them,  I  fay,  during  their  in¬ 
tervals  of  repofe,  when  they  are  no  longer 
bufied  in  fatisfying,  or  providing  for  their 
natural  wants  ?  Prayers  and  religious  cere¬ 
monies,  which  awe  the  mind  and  engage 
the  attention,  are  alone  capable  of  fupply- 
ing  the  place  of  thofe  fuperftitions,  which 
we  have  baniflied  from  amongft  them ;  and 
the  lofs  of  which  they  would  regret,  did 
we  not  fubftitute  fomething  in  their  ftead. 
The  fingle  article  of  confeffion  is  abfolutely 
neceflary,  The  influence  acquired  by  this 
practice,  appears  to  them  as  a  kind  of  vo¬ 
luntary  fubje&ion,  the  only  one  they  are 
capable  of  bearing ;  and  rivets  their  chains 
in  fo  ftrong  a  manner,  that  they  fub- 
mit  to  the  weight  for  the  good  of  their 
fouls,  while  they  confider  it  at  the  fame 
time  as  a  kind  of  relaxation.  And  this  is 
one  reafon  of  the  inclination  of  the  favages 
in  favour  of  the  French.  True  it  is  that 
our  enemies  may  make  a  proper  ufe  of  it, 
not  only  by  fuffering  thole  people  to  enjoy 
the  free  exercile  of  a  religion  to  which  they 
have  given  the  preference,  but  moreover 

by 
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by  confirming  them  in  their  inclination  t6 
this  worfhip,  as  it  may  even  redound  to 
their  own  advantage. 

O 

I  fpeak  here  merely  as  a  politician  in 
giving  this  counlel ;  and  I  make  no  doubt 
but  our  people  will  find  their  account  in 
following  it.  The  bufinefs  would  be  to 
appoint  fuch  millionaries  for  the  favages 
fubjedft  to  our  dominion,  as  are  incapable  of 
feparating  the  intereft  of  religion  from  that 
of  the  prince ;  by  which  means  they  would 
more  furely  deprive  the  enemy  of  all  pof- 
fibility  of  drawing  them  aftray.  You  will 
be  ftill  more  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of 
this  policy,  when  I  fliall  have  given  you  a 
full  account  of  the  feveral  cufloms  and  man¬ 
ners  of  the  favages ;  and  I  promife  to  en¬ 
tertain  you  upon  this  fubje<5t  in  my  next 
letter.  At  prelent  there  remains  nothing 
further  for  me,  than  to  renew  the  ufual 
proteftations  with  which  I  declare  myfelf. 


Yours,  &c. 
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LETTER  VIII. 

‘The  manners ,  character,  and  ceremonies  of 
the  favages  continued ,  and  of  their  method 
of  exprefling  themfelves.  Speech  of  a  Mick- 
mac  favage. 

S  I  R, 

AFTER  having  given  you  my  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  favages  in  my  laft,  it 
remains  now  for  me  to  demonftrate  on 
what  that  opinion  is  founded.  Even  their 
cuftoms  and  ceremonies  are  alone  fufhcient 
to  prove  my  point.  But  thefe  have  been 
fo  often  and  fo  copioufly  handled  by  other 
writers,  that  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  tliofe 
by  which  they  are  chiefly  characterized. 
And  perhaps  I  fhall  give  you  a  more  exaft 
account,  becaufe  I  have  been  eye-witnefs  to 
the  greateft  part  of  them  myfelf ;  yet  they 
are  all  relative,  as  well  thofe  which  I  intend 

*  *  I 

to  defcribe,  as  thofe  which  I  (hall  omit, 
to  the  plain  dictates  of  nature,  by  which 
alone,  as  I  mentioned  to  you  befote, 
the  favages  are  directed. 

We  generally  form  a  judgment  of  the 
inclinations  of  mankind  from  the  nature  of 

their 


128  Description  of 

their  pleafures  and  amufements ;  and  it  is 

in  thofe  moments  defigned  for  joy,  that  we 

pry  into  the  fecrets  of  their  hearts.  Let 

us  therefore  begin  with  the  defcription  of* 

an  entertainment,  which  the  favages  give 

to  one  another  in  the  cafe  of  ceremonial 

vifits,  either  as  friends,  relations,  or  allies, 

or  as  deputies  from  one  nation  to  another. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  on  thefe  occafions 

they  manifeft  a  kind  of  oftentation,  which, 

"  *  *  * 

one  would  imagine,  implies  fome  degree 
of  vanity  and  pride :  but  as  their  pomp  is 
founded  in  objects  immediately  conne&ed 
with  the  fenfes,  and  not  in  things  of  ima¬ 
ginary  or  arbitrary  value,  they  do  not  de¬ 
viate  from  the  principle  above  eftablifhed. 

The  perfon  who  receives  this  fort  of 
vifits,  and  intends  to  fhew  a  regard  to  his 
gueft,  does  not  difplay  his  rich  cup-board, 
a  fight  that  rather  mortifies  the  fpe&ator. 
His  aim  is  not  to  pleafe  the  eye  of  his 
friend,  but  to  fatisfy  his  defires.  The  fa- 
vage  therefore  hath  no  notion  of  acquiring 
efteem  by  a  difplay  of  his  riches,  but  by 
fharing  them  with  his  friend.  The  fruits 

of 
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of  a  whole  year’s  chacc,  that  has  colt  him 

*'  — '  K 

an  infinite  deal  of  fatigue,  he  frequently 
diftributes  among  his  friends  in  a  (ingle  day j 

and  thefe  diftributions  are  made  with  far 

\ 

greater  joy  on  the  part  of  the  donour  than 
of  the  receiver. 

After  thefe  prefents,  which  are  given 
with  a  tone  of  voice  that  enhances  their 
value,  comes  the  entertainment.  Tire  prin¬ 
cipal  dilli  confifhs  of  the  feveral  dogs  he 
has  killed ;  for  this  is  with  them  a  difh  of 
ceremony.  You  fee,  Sir,  there  is  no  de¬ 
puting  of  taftes  3  not  but  that  this  may  be 
every  whit  as  good  as  a  great  many  others 
to  which  we  are  accuftomed.  Befides,  who 
knows  but  that  the  favages,  who  are  all 
naturalifts,  have  difeovered  that  dor’s  flefh 

o 

is  capable  of  transfufmg  into  the  blood  that 
infeinft  of  fidelity,  which  we  attribute  to 
this  animal  ?  Who  can  tell  but  they  chufe 
it  for  their  food,  to  remind  them  of  a  virtue 
fo  necefiary  to  be  exerted  on  thefe  occa- 

fions  ?  And  indeed  as  they  never  do  any 

** 

thing  without  a  caufe,  I  think  it  more 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  they  act  through  a 


mo- 
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motive  or  this  kind,  than  to  ridicule  an 
action,  which  is  no  more  an  obje£t  of 

laughter  than  many  of  our  European 
cuftoms. 


In  the  mitidle  of  the  cottage  belonging 
to  the  perfon  who  gives  the  entertainment, 
a  laige  copper  is  fet,  in  which  the  vi£tuals 
are  d  re  fled.  The  guefts  bring  with  them 
each  man  a  large  bafon  made  of  the  bark 


of  a  tree,  which  bafon  they  call  an  ouragan. 
Then  they  carve  the  meat,  and  the  por¬ 
tions  being  equally  divided,  they  add  an¬ 


other  lefler  ouragan ,  filled  with  fea-wolf’s 
oil.  Being  all  ferved  in  this  manner,  they 
eat  their  bit  of  dog,  dipping  it  into  the  oil. 
But  do  not  imagine  that  they  eat  in  the 
French  manner,  that  is,  by  flunning  one 
with  eternal  clack ;  no,  they  fit  in  profound 
filence  before  they  utter  a  word.  After  they 
have  eat  fufficientlv,  and  drunk  what  oil  is 
left,  and  wiped  their  hands  with  their  towel, 
which  is  no  other  than  their  hair,  they 
make  a  fignal,  and  the  women  enter.  Im¬ 
mediately  each  woman  takes  away  her  huf- 
band’s  plate ;  and  they  retire  by  themfelves 
to  eat  the  fragments.  In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  eldefl  in  company- 
falls,  or  pretends  to  fall  into  a  kind  of 
revery,  that  lafls  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  during  which  time  they  take  care 
not  to  difturb  him.  He  then  orders  pipes 
and  tobacco.  He  lights  his  own  firlf,  puts 
it  for  a  moment  to  his  mouth,  and  then 
offers  it  to  the  next  in  rank.  They  all  per¬ 
form  the  fame  ceremony,  and  conclude  with 
fmoaking  in  the  utmoft  tranquillity. 

The  pipes  are  hardly  half  out,  when  the 
leading  perfon  in  company  riles  to  return 
thanks  to  the  hoft.  But  as  this  ceremony 
alone  is  capable  of  fhewing  you,  that  the 
favages  have  no  ideas  but  fuch  as  are  relative 
to  the  pafTions  or  inclinations  above  men¬ 
tioned,  I  will  give  you  an  abridgment 
of  it. 

Yet  I  muff  previoufly  acquaint  you  with 
their  particular  manner  of  expreflion,  which 
would  otherwife  occafion  your  furprize.  The 
language  of  the  favages,  and  particularly  of 
thole  I  am  acquainted  with,  viz.  the  Mick- 
macks,  Malecmtes,  and  Abenakis,  bears  a 
great  rcfemblance  to  the  oriental  tonc-ucs. 

/K  2  The 
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Tne  fame  copioufnefs  of  exprefiion,  the 
fame  turn  of  phrafe,  the  lame  turgidity  of 
ftile,  the  fame  ft  rain  of  metaphor  and  alle¬ 
gory.  Some  would  infer  from  thence  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  new  world  are  de¬ 
fended  from  the  Tartars;  a  notion  not' 
defhtute  of  probability.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  following  is  the  fpeech  or  thankfgiving, 
made  by  our  grateful  favage. 

O  thou,  who  heapeft  thy  favours- on  us,, 
“  who  exciteft  the  tranfports  of  our  grati- 
“  tude,  thou  art  like  unto  a  tree,  whofe 
“  wide-fpreading  roots  fupport  a  thoufand 
little  branches.  Thou  art  like  unto  a  be- 
“  nef abler  whom  we  meet  with  on  the  bor- 
“  ders  of  a  lake:  thou  refembleh  the  turpen¬ 
tine  tree,  which  in  all  feafons  impartetlr  its' 
<c  juice.  Thou  may ’ft  be  compared  to  thole 
!1  mild  pleafant  days,  which  we  fbmetimes. 

“  behold  in  the  middle  of  the  rudeft 
“  vvinters,  and  whofe  benign  influence* 
"  giaddens'our  hearts.  Thou  grt  great  ip* 
thyfelf,  and  fo  much  the  more,  as.  the. 
f<  remembrance  of  the  fignal  exploits  of  thy. 
anccftors  does  not  degrade  thee.  And  i'n- 

°  deed 
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deed  thy  great  great-grandfather,  whofe 
memory  is  ffcill  recent  amongft  us,  was 
confpicuous  for  his  fkill  and  agility 

as  a  huntfman.  What  wonders  did  not 

*  *  ,  ;  -  > 

he  perform  in  the  jovial  chace,  and  in 
pu  fiuing  the  origncils  and  the  caribous  ? 
His  art  in  catching  thofe  animals  was 
not  fuperior  to  ours  j  but  he  had  a  par¬ 
ticular  agility  in  coming  upon  them  by 
furprize.  At  the  fame  time  he  flew  at 
them  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  they  have  fuch  great  ftrength  and 
activity,  and  are  even  better  able  to  flap 
over  fnowy  mountains  with  their  legs, 
than  we  with  our  rackets,  yet  he  ufed 
to  run  them  down.  He  would  after¬ 
wards  bleed  them  himfelf,  and  feafl:  us 
with  their  blood  ;  then  he  fleeced  them, 
and  gave  us  the  whole  body  of  the 
beaft. 

u  But  if  thy  great  great-grandfather  ufed 
to  diftinguilh  himfelf  in  this  kind  of  chace, 
what  feats  hath  not  thy  great-grand¬ 
father  done  in  the  hunting  of  beavers  ? 

O 

He  outflripped  the  induflry  of  thofe 

K  3  “  ani- 


r  •"'■Hr- 


-  a-  -  . 
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cuTj.mals  that  are  almoft  equal  to  men. 
By  his  riequent  watchings  round  their 
huts,  and  by  the  repeated  alarms  with 
“  which  he  ufed  to  beat  up  their  haunts 
even  in  one  night,  he  knew  how  to 
oblige  them  to  retire  to  their  form,  or 
“  bed,  by  which  means  he  calculated  the 
number  which  he  had  feen  in  the  day. 
Nothing  could  equal  his  fagacity,  for  he 
coiud  tell  when  they  would  come  to  load 
“  their  tails  with  earth,  and  to  cut  fuch 
pai  Liculai  fhrubs  with  their  fharp  teeth, 
in  01  aei  to  laife  tneir  dikes.  Nothing 
could  be  more  furprizing  than  his  fa- 
cuuy  of  diltingujfhing  in  what  fpot 
tii oIl  ammais  were  houied.  In  regard 
to  thy  great-grandfather,  was  not  he  a 
mOit  clever  man  at  making  gins  for 
linxes  and  martens  ?  He  had  particular 
fecrets  to  oblige  thefe  animals  to  run 
“  mto  Us  fnares,  preferably  to  thofe 
of  others.  He  had  likewife  fo  great  a 
quantity  of  furs,  that  he  was  never  at  a 
lofs  to  oblige  his  friends.  Let  us  come 
c<  to  thy  grandfather,  who  has  made  a 

“  thou- 
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thoufand  prefents  of  fea-wolves  to  the 
youths  of  his  time.  How  often  have  we 
had  the  pleafure  of  greafing  our  hair 
with  oil  upon  thofe  happy  occafions  in 
his  cottage  ?  How  often  has  he  invited, 
and  even  forced  us  to  go  home  with  him, 
upon  our  returning  with  empty  canoes, 
in  order  to  repair  the  damage  we  had 
fu ft ained  ?  But  did  not  thy  father  diftin- 
guifh  himfelf  in  every  branch  ?  Was  not 
he  thoroughly  poflefled  of  the  art  of 
fhocting  at  game,  either  flying,  or  at 
reft ;  and  was  not  he  always  fure  of  his 
aim  ?  But  above  all  he  was  excellent  in 
drawing  the  buftards  towards  his  ftatues. 
We  are  all  of  us  pretty  well  verfed  in 
the  art  of  counterfeiting  the  cry  of  thofe 

animals ;  but  he  furpafled  us  in  parti- 

< 

cilia/  inflections  of  the  voice,  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  difficult  to  diftinguilli  his  cry  from 
that  of  a  buftard  ;  as  he  excelled  in  other 
fineffies  by  which  he  was  fure  to  fuccecd. 
We  were  all  afhamed,  whenever  he 

returned  from  the  chace.  True  it  is, 

% 

that  the  ufe  he  made  of  his  plenty 

K  4  “  of 
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ot  game,  banifhed  all  envy  from  our 

bj.c,. us,  and  filled  us  witli  lentiments 
“  of  gratitude. 

In  regard  to  the  encomiums  I  might 
u  beflmv  on  t^yfelf,  I  confefs,  that  loaded 
a‘J  ^  iiave  'osen  with  the  favours  thou 
hail  juft  now  conferred  upon  me,  I  want 
“  vvords  to  exprefs  them.  Therefore  thou 
may  il  read  my  fentiments  in  my  looks, 
“  and  be  Satisfied  with  the  thanks  which  I 
give  thee,  by  Squeezing  thy  hand.” 

This  Speech  being  ended,  another  favage 
ft  and  s  up,  and  abridges  it.  He  commends 
the  eloquence,  with  which  the  other  has 
celebrated  tne  anceftors  of  their  generous 
non.  He  lays  that  he  has  nothing  further 
to  add  to  his  encomiums }  but  at  the  fame 
time,  he  comiders  that  the  principal  talk 
.*as  been  lext  to  himself,  which  is  to  cele- 
biate  the  festivity  with  longs  and  dances. 
Tnen  he  defiles  the  hofi  to  look  upon  every 
flep  he  is  going  to  make  in  cadence,  as 
a  tranfport  of  his  gratitude,  and  at  the 
fame  time  he  begins  to  dance  with  all  his 
agility.  After  this  dance,  to  which  all  the 

fpec- 
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lpeftators  beat  clue  meafure,  he  begins  his 
panegy;  ic  on  the  fcaft,  and  on  tit e  worth v 
lion.  This  fpeech  dwells  on  the  fame 
points  of  merit  that  were  celebrated  in  the 
former  difeourfe,  and  is  terminated  by  a 
iecond  dance.  Each  gueft  takes  his  turn 
m  ^ie  lame  manner,  and  the  gratitude  of 
tne  whoie  company  differs  only  according 
to  the  genius  of  the  perfon  that  expreffes  it. 

Do  not  you  think.  Sir,  that  this  is  in 


gieat  meafure  a  copy  of  the  harangues  of 
our  celebrated  matters  in  philofophy  and 
eloquence  ?  Tills  lavage,  who  makes  the 
uitt  fpeech,  and  the  others  that  pay  ap¬ 
probation  to  it,  by  improving  on  what  he 
has  faid,  do  not  they  referable  our  Acade¬ 
micians,  who  offer  incenfe  to  each  other  in 
the  moft  fulfome  manner  ?  I  find  only  one 
difference,  which  is  that  the  favages  beftow 
tneii  encomiums  only  upon  necefiary  merit; 
whereas  we  lavilh  ours  on  things  the  moft 
abfurd  and  ridiculous :  and  moreover  they 
enliven  their  adulations  with  elegant  alle¬ 
gory  ;  whereas  ours  is  generally  a  •  moft 
fulfome  and  infipid  clawbing. 


Befides, 


I 
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Befides,  Sir,  would  it  not  be  of  infinite 
life  to  our  parafites,  if  they  were  to  come 
and  take  inftructions  of  thefe  innocent 
people  ?  You  would  not  then  find  them 
fo  ready  to  calumniate  the  generous  hand 
that  feeds  them ;  nor  fo  prone  to  the 
deteftable  vice  of  adulation,  which  inftead 
of  promoting  the  intereft  of  their  bene¬ 
factor,  only  hurries  him  to  his  deftruc- 
tion. 

But  I  beg  you  will  likewife  take  into 
your  confideration,  the  great  ufe  that  may 
be  made  of  this  liberality  and  gratitude  of 
the  favages.  Nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to 
gain  the  hearts  of  the  generous  and  good 
natured ;  yet  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  faci¬ 
lity  is  increafed  by  the  cheapnefs  of  the 
means.  Since  we  are  often  put  to  an  im- 
menie  expence,  in  order  to  procure  allies, 
who  inftead  of  being  really  attached  to  our 
intereft,  only  ftiew  us  an  outward  friend- 
fhip  5  how  generous  ought  we  to  be,  where 
fo  fmall  a  matter  is  fufficient  to  obtain  the 
alliance  and  amity  of  men,  who  are  more 
friendly  difpoled,  more  fincere,  and  at  the 

fame 
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lame  time  equally  capable  of  doing  us 
fervice  ?  This  indeed  is  a  point  not  much 
attended  to  :  fain  would  we  exercife  one 
of  their  predominant  inclinations ;  but  we 
are  too  apt  to  neglea  the  other,  which  is 
neceflarily  conneaed  with  the  former.  We 
endeavour  to  ruin  and  deftroy  a  people, 
whom  we  might  ealily  gain  over  to  our 
inter  eft  by  this  method.  I  hope  that  this 
will  be  at  laffc  hit  upon  ;  and  if  the  reflec¬ 
tions  which  have  interrupted  the  thread  of 
my  nai  1  ative,  and  with  which  I  intend  to 
conclude  this  letter,  fhould  in  any  wife 
contribute  thereto,  I  fliall  not  be  at  all 

forty  for  anticipating  yours.  I  have  the 
honour  of  being,  &c. 


LETTER  IX. 

•72'i?  manners  oj  the  favages  continued ;  of  their 
Jeajls,  and  councils.  Speech  of  a  female 
Jauagc ,  oj  their  wars,  and  Jiratagems. 


l 

S  I  R, 


O  not  imagine  you  have 
my  tavage  entertainment. 


done  with 
I  intend 


r 

I 


m 


1 

\ 
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to  trouble  you  further  with  a  very  mterefl- 
ing  circumftance,  as  it  regards  a  fex  that  has 
a  right  to  engage  our  attention.  In  this 
refpect  the  lavages  are  not  fo  barbarous  by 
far,  as  nations  that  confider  themfelves  qua¬ 
lified  to  inftruet  thefe  poor  people  in  the 
principles  of  civil  fociety.  They  admit  the 
women  into  all  their  parties  of  pleafure, 
which  indeed  may  be  faid  to  terminate  in 
that  amiable  part  of  the  creation.  True 

s 

it  is,  that  their  women  make  a  very  good 
ufe  of  this  privilege:  for  you  are  not  to 
imagine  that  they  taint  their  hufbands  with 
effeminacy,  or  with  any  thing  tending  to 
enervate  their  courage :  far  from  it  5  the 
notions  they  inftil  are  of  a  very  different 
kind,  as  you  fhall  prefently  be  convinced. 

The  men  having  thanked  their  hoft,  the 
women  make  their  appearance.  They  are 
introduced  by  the  eldeif  in  company,  who 
holds  a  large  piece  of  the  bark  of  a  birch 
tree  in  her  hand,  the  very  hardeff  that  can 
be  found,  and  ufing  it  as  a  kind  of  ta- 
bour  (though  the  found  be  fomewhat  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  the  ear)  fhe  excites  the  young 

people 
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people  to  dance.  After  which  fhe  makes  a 
Speech  in  her  turn,  addrefling  herfelf  to 
the  men. 

“  You  who  look  upon  me  as  of  a  frail 
lex,  and  of  courfe  fubordinate  to  you 
in.  all  its  wants ;  know  that  in  my  own 
fpheie,  the  Cieator  has  endued  me  with 
abilities  and  accomplifhments  fully  equi- 
“  valent  to  yours.  1  have  been  the  mother 
“  ef  Sreat  warriors,  of  excellent  huntfmen, 
“  of  voyagers  who  have  been  expert  and 
••‘Mdefatigable  in  the  ulb  of  their  canoes. 
This  hand  Wiiich  you  behold  now  wi¬ 
thered,  lias  more  than  once  plunged  the 
poniard  into  the  bofoms  of  prifoners, 

"  who  were  delivered  up  to  me  for  ray 
“  dlverfion.  The  woods  and  the  banks  of 
livers  can  atteft,  that  they  have  feen 
me  pluck  out  the  heart,  the  entrails, 
and.  the  tongue  oi  enemies  committed  to 
inv  avengmg  hand :  they  can  tell  whe- 
tnwi  I  have  changed  colour;  or  whether 
my  couiage  was  in  the  leal!  daunted, 

“  when  1  was  called  upon  to  ferve  my 
-»  cc,nntiy.  How  often  have  I  bedecked. 

“  my- 


+  . 
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•'  myfelf  and  my  daughters  with  the  fcalps 
**  thofe  traitors  ?  How  ftrongly  have  I 
encouraged  our  young  people  to  bring 
“  me  thofe  marks  of  their  valour,  for 
cc  which  they  were  to  be  rewarded  with 

i 

“  honour  and  glory  ? 

“  I  have  done  fomething  more ;  for  I 
have  removed  every  difficulty  that  ob- 
llrudted  thofe  marriages  which  were 
c<  founded  in  love;  and  Heaven  has  bleft 
“  my  endeavours.  All  the  matches  of  my 
“  making  have  been  fuccefsful ;  they  have 
<c  been  productive  of  men,  who  were  the 
<c  props  of  the  nation,  men  capable  of 
“  perpetuating  our  race,  and  of  fereen- 
“  ing  us  from  the  infults  of  our  ene~  * 
“  mies.  I  am  like  thofe  old  fir-trees, 

“  full  of  knots  from  the  upper  bough  to 
“  the  root;  the  very  bark  of  which  drops 
“  off  with  age,  though  it  covers  their 
“  internal  juice.  No  longer  am  I  what 
<c  1  formerly  was.  My  fkin  is  all  wrinkled 
“  and  furrowed ;  and  my  very  bones  do 
“  almofl  pierce  through  me  on  every  fide. 

“  As  to  my  external  part,  I  appear  to  be  a 
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c<  ufelefs  being ;  but  the  courage  which 
“  flill  infpires  me,  is  as  deferving  as  ever 
“  of  tIie  efteem  of  all  my  acquaintance.” 

After  this  eulogium  upon  her  own  per- 
Xon,  which  is  generally  founded  in  truth, 
and  fo  far  refpectable ;  the  old  woman  adds 
a  word  of  thanks  to  the  founder  of  the 
feaft.  But  in  time  of  war,  and  during  the 
preparatory  folemnities,  it  is  quite  a  dif¬ 
ferent  thing.  Then  the  women  ufe  all 
their  eloquence,  and  the  charms  of  their 
peifons,  to  encourage  thofe  warriors  that 
are  getting  ready  for  battle.  Each,  accord¬ 
ing  as  they  are  more  or  lefs  excited,  re- 
<juiies  3,  ceitain  number  of  the  enemy’s 
fcaips  fiom  her  lover;  and  they  allure  the 
men  that  they  will  grant  no  favours  but  to 
thofe  who  { hall  be  poflefTed  of  fuch  tefti- 
monies  of  courage. 

I  fhail  not  trouble  you,  Sir,  with  a  de¬ 
tail  or  thofe  foolifh  ceremonies,  previous 
to  a  declaration  of  war,  which  the  favages 
ufed  to  practife  in  the  times  of  idolatry; 
jou  will  find  them  defcribed  at  full  length 
in  authors,  that  have  written  the  hiflory  of 

.  -  '  '  thefc 
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thefe  people.  Befides,  will  it  not  be  eafy 
for  you  to  form  an  idea  of  their  abfurdity, 
from  the  knowledge  you  have  of  the  fu- 
perftition  of  other  nations  ?  Could  it  be 
underftood  of  thefe  people  only,  that  fear 
and  hope  had  given  birth  to  the  gods, 
determined  different  worfhips,  and  confe- 
crated  fuperflition  ? 

But  what  I  intend  to  recommend  to  your 
obfervation,  is  the  manner  in  w'hich  they 
ufed  to  begin,  and  do  ftill  begin  hoftilities. 

The  people  that  act  upon  the  offenfive, 
make  an  inroad  upon  the  lands  of  the  na¬ 
tion  they  intend  to  attack.  There  they 
commit  all  the  havock  poffible,  deftroying 
the  prefent  game,  demolifhing  all  the  bea¬ 
vers  huts,  and  breaking  up  the  roads,  which 
are  none  of  the  belt.  After  thefe  opera¬ 
tions  they  hold  a  council  of  war,  at  which 
the  men  think,  reflect,  project,  and  deter¬ 
mine  while  they  are  excited  and  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  women. 

The  refult  of  this  council  is  to  fend  and 

declare  war  againfl  thofe  people,  to  whom 

they  have  already  done  fuch  a  deal  of  mif- 

chief, 
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chief,  and  who  are  their: fore  to  confider  it 
as  duly  and  properly  declared. 

They  fend  off  two  different  forts  of  he¬ 
ralds.  Thefe  carry  along  with  them  their 
bow  and  quiver,  with  their  arrows  and 
Hone  hatchets.  Thus  accoutered,  they  fet 
out  foi  tae  chief  habitation  of  the  enemy, 
and  take  care  not  to  apprize  any  body  upon 
the  toad  of  their  intention,  or  even  to  open 
their  mouth.  Then  they  halt  within  a 
certain  diftance  of  the  village,  and  ft r ike 
the  ground  feveral  times  with  their  hatchets. 
In  confequence  of  this  fignal,  the  enemy 
know  that  their  lauds  have  been  ravaged, 
and  that  they  are  henceforward  to  be  upon 
their  guard  for  the  fafety  of  their  perfons. 
In  the  mean  time  the  heralds,  after  fliooting 

r  ,bcft  arrows  againft  the  village, 
return  very  quickly  to  give  an  account  of 
theft  errand  ;  and  in  order  to  prove  theft- 
having  been  at  the  place  appointed,  they 
bring  along  with  them  fuch  marks  as  put 
it  beyond  all  manner  of  doubt. 

One  day  I  alked  a  favage  for  what  rea- 
fon  they  did  not  declare  war  before  they 

T 
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committed  hoftil,ities ;  and  how  they  came 
to  trouble  themfelves  afterwards  with  fo 
ufelefs  a  ceremony  ?  What,  anfwered  her 
would  you  have  us  be  fuch  fools,  as  to 
give  our  enemy  time  to  fill  their  maga¬ 
zines,  and  to  deprive  ourfelves  of  the  means 
of  drawing  provifions  from  their  territory  ? 
Is  it  not  fufncient  for  us  to  forewarn  them 
to  defend  their  perfons  ?  The  declaration  of 
war,  fo  neceffary  for  mutual  prefervation, 
fhould  not  be  a  foolifh  civility,  fuch  as  the 
cuflom  of  European  nations  has  made  it. 

I  leave  you  to  judge,  Sir,  whether  the 
good  fenfe  contained  in  this  argument, 
ought  to  fuperfede,  or  give  way  to  the 
eftablifhed  laws  of  civilized  nations  ?  But  I 
forefee  that  this  queflion  will  be  fome  time 
or  other  determined  by  abler  mailers. 

In  the  mean  time  the  favages  being  ap¬ 
prized  by  word  and  deed  of  the  intention 
of  their  enemy,  think  on  both  Tides,  either 
of  maintaining  their  ground,  or  of  remov¬ 
ing  themfelves  to  a  better  fpot,  or  of  meet¬ 
ing  one  another,  in  the  field.  In  order  to 
determine  upon  the  properefl  of  thefe 

three, 
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three,  they  hold  both  long  and  frequent 
debates. 

Thefe  councils  however  are  extremely 
entertaining,  being  a  matter  of  curiofity 
and  importance.  .  As  the  favages  are  di¬ 
rected  by  reafon  only,  and  have  no  other 
view  than  the  public  good,  being  no  way 
biafled  either  by  ambition  or  private  in- 
tereft  j  he  who  is  moff  lkilled  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  art,  and  moff  capable  of  conducting  an 
enterprize,  prefides  on  thofe  occafions.  If 
the  perfon  who  has  hitherto  poffeffed  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  perceives  that  an¬ 
other  is  more  deferving  of  it  than  himfeif, 
he  refigns  his  authority  to  him  without  the 
leaft  difficulty.  But  you  will  afk  me,  how 
is  it  poffible  for  him  to  perceive  this  dif¬ 
ference  ?  What  a  queftion  i  Is  there  any 
grea<.ei  difficulty  in  confeffing  that  we  are 
devoid  of  a  certain  qualification  poffeffed 
by  another,  tnan  in  doing  juftice  to  our 
own  merit  ?  And  when  the  love  of  our 
country  infpires  us  with  a  franknefs  fo 
repugnant  to  felf-love,  furely  it  can  meet 
with  no  gt  eat  difficulty  in  dilpelling  thofe 

L  2  miffs 
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nnlts  which  arife  from  that  very  fame  felf-* 
love,  and  are  not  altogether  fo  thick  as  is 
commonly  imagined. 

But  without  making  all  thefe  analyfes 
and  reflections,  the  favages  appear  to  per¬ 
form  by  inftindt,  what  in  our  part  of  the 
world  requires  great  efforts  of  reafon.  And 
indeed  there  are  no  inftances  of  any  of  them 
having  converted  their  popularity,  or  fu- 
penor  art  and  fkill,  to  the  prejudice  of  their 
country.  Yet  it  is  amazing  to  fee  thofe 
very  favages  fometimes  fo  indifferent  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  public  weal,  while  they  fhew 
a  blind  prepoffeflion  in  favour  of  their 
immediate  interefts.  But  thefe  different 
difpofltions  flow  from  the  fame  principle. 
The  fa\  ’age  is  ready  to  knock  a  man  down, 
that  attempts  to  run  away  with  his  faga- 
vnte  juft  as  he  is  going  to  put  it  into 
his  mouth ;  and  he  is  capable  alfo  of  rea- 
foning  cooly  upon  the  fubjedf,  in  order  to 
deprive  that  perfon  of  the  power  of  coming 
near  him. 

In  regard  to  their  military  ftratagems, 
they  are  fo  plain  and  Ample,  that  one 

*  SiJgamiti,  a  di(h  in  ufe  among  the  favages.  WOllld 
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would  think  they  lhould  hardly  meet  with 
fuccefs ;  yet  fo  careful  are  they  in  adapting 
them  to  circumfhmces  and  perfons,  that 
they  feldom  mifcarry.  Sometimes  they  pre¬ 
tend  to  give  over  all  thoughts  of  attacking, 
and  retire  into  the  woods.  Then  they  lay 
wait  in  places  frequented  by  unexperienced 
young  people;  and  counterfeiting  the  cries 
of  animals,  they  impofe  upon  the  fimpli- 
city  of  their  enemies,  fo  as  to  overpower 
them  by  open  force,  or  by  cunning.  For¬ 
merly  their  wars  were  never  ended  but  by  the 
total  deftrudtion  of  the  conquered  party. 

True  it  is,  that  we  have  made  Ibme 
alteration  in  their  manner  of  fighting, 
which  was  not  perhaps  the  worft  in  the 
world ;  but  ftill  they  are  far  from  follow- 
mg  ours.  The  real  fervice  we  have  done 
them,  was  to  infpire  them  with  horror  of 
the  barbarities  they  ufed  to  commit  againff 
a  conquered  enemy ;  barbarities,  which 
though  invented  to  remove  unjuft  quarrels, 

did  but  perpetuate  their  animofities  and 
hatred. 

We  have  like  wife  cured  them  of  the  folly 
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of  divination,  and  refcued  them  from  the 
terrible  fubjeclion  they  were  under  to  the 
malice  and  knavery  of  their  jugglers.  I 
know  not  whether  they  have  the  fame  ob¬ 
ligation  to  us  for  the  changes  we  have 
effefted  in  their  manner  of  performing  the 
ceremony  of  marriage.  I  am  apt  to  think 
that  their  cuftom  was  as  good  as  ours,  and 
better  fuited  to  their  own  ideas. 

The  fa  vages,  though  naturally  very  amor¬ 
ous,  were  accuftomed  however  to  enter  into 

*  \ 

this  engagement  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
reconcile  their  pleafure  to  their  interelf:. 
As  fooil  as  the  parents  had  determined  that 
a  youth  was  of  a  proper  age  to  marry, 

they  agreed  the  matter  among  themfelves, 

/ 

and  faid  to  him  :  “  thou  may’ll:  go  now 
“  and  light  thy  pipe  day  and  night 
in  the  cottage  of  thy  intended  father- 
*5  in-law :  thou  wilt  let  the  fmoke  go 
“  towards  her  who  is  deligned  to  be  thy 

t 

“  fpoufe;  and  a£t  fo  that  fhe  {hall  take 
‘‘  a  pleafure  in  this  fumigation,  and  delire 
“  thee  to  let  her  raife  it  herfelf.  Shew 
“  thyfelf  worthy  of  thy  nation  ;  do  ho- 

“  nour 
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«  nour  to  thy  fex  and  to  thy  youth,  by 
«  providing  that  none  belonging  to  the 
“  cottage  thou  art  going  to,  Hi  all  want 
“  either  for  neceflaries  or  conveniences. 
“  But  particularly  be  fure  to  exert  thy 
“  whole  attention,  in  the  fervice  of  her, 
“  who  is  to  be  one  day  thy  companion  j 
“  let  thy  bow  and  arrows  be  imployed  in 
“  finding  provifions  for  her,  with  the  ne- 
“  ceflary  quantity  of  oil  and  furs.  Four 
“  winters  are  allowed  thee  to  make  a  trial 
“  of  thy  fidelity  and  refolution.” 

This  fpeech  being  finifhed,  the  young 
man,  without  making  any  anfwer,  betook 
himfelf  to  the  cottage  appointed.  His  mif- 
trefs,  being  apprized  of  his  intentions,  lent 
him  a  favourable  ear,  at  firft  out  of  com- 
plaifance  ;  and  then,  if  he  proved  agree¬ 
able  to  her,  fhe  fignified  her  mind  to  him, 
by  a fking  for  his  pipe,  of  which  Hie  made 
no  other  ufe  of  than  by  puffing  the  fmoke 
into  his  noftrils.  This  agreeable  declaration 
would  fometimes  caufe  the  perfon  that  made 
his  aadrefies,  to  fall  quite  fick  upon  the 
ground  :  if  ill  it  was  a  declaration  of  af~ 

J<  4  fedlion  ; 
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lection ;  and  in  what  manner  loever  the 
lover  is  informed  of  a  return  of  his  paffion, 
it  mull  be  attended  with  pleafure.  Neither 
would  the  future  bride  flop  there,  but  fhe 
would  tie  up  the  hair  of  her  paramour, 
and  dye  his  face  with  colours  moll  pleaf- 
ing  to  her  own  lancy.  On  this  occalion 
fhe  would  difplay  that  fkill,  in  which  all 
the  favage  women  excell,  of  pricking  fuch 
marks  in  the  fkin  of  her  lover,  as  are 
relative  to  their  amours ;  and  would  fuit 
her  fancy  in  chuling  that  part  of  his  body, 
which  l'cemed  the  beft  adapted  to  do  honour 
to  her  own  ingenuity. 

If  thefe  little  civilities  made  a  quick  im- 
prefiion  in  the  hearts  of  the  two  lovers,  and 
the  parents  of  the  girl  were  fatisfied,  they 
fhortened  the  apprenticefliip  of  their  fon- 
in-law,  and  faid  unto  him  ;  “  thou  mayfl 
“  whenever  thou  pleafefl,  take  thy  fhare 
“  of  what  covers  thy  beloved  by  night.5' 
This  fpeech,  which  the  lover  underftood  at 
half  a  word,  and  which  he  hardly  gave  them 
time  to  fimfh,  was  the  harbinger  of  his 
happinefs.  Inilantly  he  flew  from  the  cot¬ 
tage 
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tage  with  his  bow  and  arrows,  and  went 
iiome,  where  he  faid  to  his  parents  :  “  you 
“  are  to  expetft  me  no  more,  I  am  going 
“  to  the  woods,  from  whence  I  Ihall  not 
“  return,  till  my  beloved  is  pleafed  to  call 
<c  me  back.”  As  foon  as  he  had  made  this 
declaration,  he  betook  himfelf  to  fome 
neighbouring  foreft,  where  he  exerted 
his  whole  agility  and  Hull  to  procure  a 
large  quantity  of  the  choicclf  game.  In 
three  days  all  the  young  people  of  the 
village  went  in  triumphant  proceffion  to 
fearch  for  him  ;  and  each  man  loaded  him¬ 
felf  with  provifions  and  furs,  which  the 
bridegroom  had  purchafed  with  great  fa¬ 
tigue  and  toil,  to  honour  the  nuptial  feaft. 
In  order  to  give  him  fome  relaxation,  he 
was  permitted  to  bear  no  fhare  of  the 
burden.  Being  conducted  by  the  juggler, 
or  one  of  the  oldeft  relations,  he  repaired 
to  his  miftrefs’s  cottage,  and  immediately 
covered  himfelf  with  her  bed-cloaths.  This 
ceremony  did  not  hinder  the  young  couple 
from  liftening  to  a  long  difeourfe  on  the 
duties  of  the  married  Hate  3  and  ended  with 

a  feaft. 
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a  feaft,  which  in  fome  meafure  put  the 
laft  feal  to  the  union.  The  bridegroom 
being  feated  among  the  lads,  and  the  bride 
among  the  girls,  each  waited  for  their  re- 
fpechve  difh  of  meat.  This  was  brought 
to  them  in  two  ouragans  of  equal  bignefs, 
which  were  placed  in  the  middle  of  the 
cottage.  Then  the  prefident  of  the  feaft 
addreffed  himfelf  to  the  bride  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words :  “  O  thou,  who  art  upon 
“  the  point  of  entering  into  a  relpedtable 
“  ftate,  know  that  the  nourifhment  thou 
“  art  going  to  take,  forebodes  the  greatcft 
ic  of  calamities  to  thee,  if  thy  heart  is 
<£  capable  of  harbouring  any  ill  defign 
“  againft  thy  hufband,  or  againft  thy  na- 
“  tion.  Should ’ft  thou  ever  be  led  aftray 
<c  by  the  carefles  of  a  Granger,  or  fhould’ft 
£C  thou’ betray  thy  huiband  and  thy  country, 

<£  the  victuals  contained  in  this  ouragan  will 
“  have  the  effect  of  a  flow  poifon,  with 
“  which  thou  wilt  be  tainted  from  this  very 
“  inftant :  but  if  on  the  other  hand  thou 
“  remained:  faithful  to  thy  hufband  and  to 
thy  country,  if  thou  wilt  never  infult 

“  the 
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<c  tiie  one  for  his  defers,  nor  give  a  de- 
<i  fcription  of  the  other  to  the  enemy,  thou 
“  wilt  find  this  nourilhment  both  agreeable 
“  and  wholefome.” 

This  fpeech  being  ended,  the  friend  of 
the  new  married  woman,  as  if  by  ablence 
of  mind,  took  the  onragan  defigned  for  the 
hulband,  and  the  friend  of  the  hulband 
did  the  fame  by  that  of  the  new  married 
woman;  but  immediately  recoveung  them- 
felves,  they  cried  out  ;  “  this  miftake  of 
«  ours  is  an  evident  fymbol  of  the  intimate 
“  alliance  this  day  contracted  by  the  two 
“  parties.  It  is  done,  they  are  joined  ;  and 
“  let  them  multiply.”  Thefe  words  being 
repeated  with  loud  acclamations  by  all  the 
company,  were  followed  by  embraces,  fel- 
tivity,  and  dancing. 

I  confefs  thefe  different  circumfiances  of 
foolery  and  nonfenfe  are  hardly  worth  your 
notice ;  but  I  beg  you  will  attend  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  objeft.  Do  not  you  diftinguifh  moll 
evident  marks  of  an  honeft  fimplicity,  which 
we  might  eafily  convert  to  our  advantage  ? 
And  is  it  not  much  more  becoming  a  man  of 

fenfe 
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fenfe  to  draw  a  good  ufe  from  thofe  cuftoms 
and  paffions,  which  appear  to  him  different 
from  his  own,  than  to  make  them  the  fub- 
jea  of  laughter  and  derifion  ?  I  could  men¬ 
tion  many  inftances,  even  of  perfons  -  of 
fhallow  capacities,  who  have  fucceeded  by 
this  method,  the  fureft  of  all  others,  that 
of  winning  the  heart.  And  to  convince 
you  of  this  truth,  I  need  only  acquaint  you 
that  il  has  fiiccceded  with  our  comman¬ 
dant.  In  my  next  you  fliall  have  one  of 
his  fpeeches,  which  produced  a  molt  won- 
dctful  enea.  i  rue  it  is  that  he  only  pro¬ 
nounced  it;  for  it  was  penned  by  another: 
fo  that  you  need  not  be  difcouraged  by 
hearing  his  name.  It  is  enough  for  you 
to  be  tired  with  the  length  of  my  letter ; ' 
therefore  I  beg  you  will  accept  of  my 
excufes,  and  only  permit  me  to  renew  the 
ahurances,  with  which  I  conclude  myfelf. 


Yours,  &c. 
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LETTER  X. 

'fhe  manners  of  the  favages  continued ;  ^ 
Speech  made  to  them  by  the  Count  de  Ray¬ 
mond,  to  hinder  them  from  making  peace 
with  the  EngliJ/j. 


S  I  R, 

AFTER  what  I  have  mentioned  to 
you  concerning  the  favages,  you 
will  eafily  imagine,  that  they  are  to  be 
gained  only  by  perfuafive  means.  Even  in 
our  converfation  with  thofe  people,  we 
fhould  behave  with  an  air  of  approbation : 
for  if  we  only  feemed  to  bear  with  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  they  would  want 
to  know  our  motives,  which  it  is  im- 
poffible  fhould  flatter  their  vanity ;  there¬ 
fore  they  would  fancy  we  a6ted  from 
fome  other  principle;  and  this  might  re¬ 
dound  to  our  prejudice.  Our  diffimula- 
tion  they  would  think  to  be  the  effe£t 
of  weaknefs  and  fear  ;  which  undoubtedly 
would  hurt  us.  On  the  contrary,  if  they 
imagined  that  we  approved  of  their  man¬ 
ners  from  a  conformity  of  inclination,  they 

would 
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would  furely  be  attached  to  us  by  the 
ftrongeft  tie  of  fociety,  that  of  felf  love. 
From  this  ftudy  of  their  paffions  and  incli¬ 
nations,  and  from  a  conftant  endeavour  to 
conform  to  their  cuftoms,  the  Frenchman 
derives  that  magnificent  elogium,  which 
the  favage  thinks  he  beftows  upon  him  by 
faying,  he  is  a  man  like  himfelf. 

You  will  prefently  be  able  to  judge, 
whether  we  are  not  better  acquainted  than 
any  other  nation,  with  the  fecret  fprings 
of  thefe  people’s  aflions  ;  and  the  fpeech 
I  promifed  you,  will  ferve  as  an  example. 
Perhaps  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  this 
fpeech  might  have  been  made  with  a  better 
intention  ;  and  you  will  fay,  that  it  is  nei¬ 
ther  jull:  nor  fair  to  revive  or  to  perpetuate 
quarrels  ;  but  we  give  the  example  fuch  as 
it  is.  They  who  underftand  the  real  mo¬ 
tive  for  which  he  made  it,  may  apply  it 
afterwards  to  other  objects.  What  follows 
is  therefore  the  difcourfe  which  the  Count 
de  Raymond  thought  proper  to  pronounce 
at  a  meeting  of  the  favages. 

“  Liften  to  me,  my  children,  you  call 


me 
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u  me  father,  and  I  accept  of  the  name  with 
“  pleafure.  I  am  the  organ  of  the  king 
<c  my  mailer,  your  protedtor,  your  bene- 
“  fadtor  and  fupport.  Hence  it  is  not 
“  only  in  the  quality  of  father  that  I  fum- 
"  mon  you  together  at  prefen t ;  but  more- 

“  over  as  interpreter  of  the  greateft  mo- 

* 

“  narch  upon  earth ;  of  a  king  that  has 
“  no  fuperior  but  the  true  God,  the  know- 
“  ledge  of  whom  he  has  communicated  to 
“  you  for  the  good  of  your  fouls. 

“  A  report  is  fpread  that  your  bre¬ 
thren  the  Abenakis,  the  Marechites, 
“  and  perhaps  the  Mikmacks  of  the  Heve, 
“  have  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Englilh, 

or  at  lead:  have  granted  them  a  four 
“  year’s  truce. 

“  f  lim'd  not  tell  you  how  odious  it  is  for 
“  thole  falfe  brethren  to  have  concluded 
this  peace  without  my  knowledge,  after 
“  the  late  and  fpontaneous  aflurance  which 
“  you  had  given  me.  Neither  fliall  I  re- 
“  mind  y°u  of  the  oaths,  which  each  chief 
. “  took  in  my  prefence  on  this  occafion  in 
the  behali  of  ail  your  tribes,  at  the  time 

“  I  was 
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<c  I  was  amongft  you,  and  when  I  gave 
“  you  frefh  proofs  of  the  liberality,  affec- 
<c  tion,  and  kind  difpolition  which  our 
<c  unparalleled  monarch  beareth  towards 
“  your  nation. 

“  Thofe  who  have  broken  their  new 
“  engagements,  I  abandon  to  their  own 
“  reflections  ;  but  as  a  good  father,  I  muft 
“  open  your  eyes  to  your  real  and  folid 
“  interefts,  and  to  what  concerns  your 
<c  prefervation.  Neither  will  it  be  difficult 
<c  for  me  to  demonflrate  that  the  ftep  your 
“  brethren  have  taken,  is  diametrically  op- 
“  pofite  to  both. 

“  Upon  my  arrival  in  thefe  colonies, 
ft  over  which  the  king  has  been  pleafed 
‘c  to  appoint  me  governor,  my  firft  care 
“  was  to  call  an  eye  upon  thofe  tribes, 
tc  which  are  cherifhed  and  prote£fed  by 
“  his  majeity.  I  have  been  inquilitive  to 
tc  know  every  thing  concerning  them, 
“  and  efpecially  the  motives  they  had  for 
c{  making  war  againft  the  Englifli  when 
<c  France  was  in  peace  with  that  nation. 
“  By  the  moil  diligent  refearches,  from 

“  fome 
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V  feme  of  your  own  people,  and  from  per- 
“  fons  of  undoubted  integrity,  I  have  learnt 
“  what  follows. 

“  It  is  alledged  againfl  the  Englifh,  that 

in  the  year  i744>  towards  the  end  of  the 
“  month  of  December,  they  committed  the 
“  following  treacherous  acts  and  barbarities. 
“  M.  Ganon  having  the  command  of  a  dc- 
tk  tachment  of  Englifli  troops,  was  fent  to 
“  obferve  the  retreat  of  the  French  and  fava- 
“  ges  before  Port  Royal  in  Acadia,  where 
“  he  found  two  lonely  cottages  of  the  Mik- 
mak  favages.  In  thefe  were  five  women 
and  thiee  children,  and  two  of  the  wo- 
“  men  were  big  with  child ;  but  the.  En- 
“  without  any  regard  to  objects  fo 
“  worthy  of  compaflion,  plundered  and  fet 

“  fire  t0  the  two  cottages,  and  inhumanly 
butchered  the  five  women  and  two  chil- 

“  dren*  Jt  was  even  found  that  the  preg- 
nant  women  had  their  bellies  ripped 
“  open ;  an  a  ft  of  barbarity,  which  not- 
“  withilanding  it  had  been  done  in  time  of 
“  warj  made  thofe  who  informed  me  there- 
-■  to  fliudder  with  horror. 

M 
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“  Five  months  before  this  cruel  action,  one 
c<  David, captain  of  an  Englifh  privateer,  hav- 
“  ing  artfully  fet  up  French  colours  in  the 
“  fhrait  of  Fronfac,  contrived  fo,  by  means 
“  of  a  renegado  who  ferved  under  him  as 
“  an  interpreter,  as  to  inveigle  the  chief  of 
“  the  favages  of  Cape  Breton,  together  with 
“  his  whole  family,  to  come  on  board 
£t  his  Ihip.  This  chief,  whofe  name  was 
“  James  Padenuque,  was  firft  of  all  con- 
“  fined  to  a  dungeon,  afterwards  carried 
sc  to  Bolton,  and  ftifled  at  length  on  board 
“  a  velfel,  in  which  the  Englifh  pretended 
“  to  convey  him  back  to  Cape  Breton.  Yet 
“  they  detained  his  eldefl  fon,  who  was 
“  only  eight  years  old ;  neither  would  they 
“  confent  to  reftore  him,  though  the  fa- 
“  vages  had  returned  feveral  prifoners  with- 
“  out  ranfom,  in  order  to  recover  his  liberty, 
tc  and  notwithflanding  that  this  condition 
“  had  been  accepted. 

“  In  the  month  of  July  1745,  the  fame 
<c  David  by  the  like  ftratagem  took  a  favage 
tc  family,  who  had  no  other  way  to  get 
tc  out  of  his  hands,  than  by  making  their 

“  efcape 
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g‘  efcape  the  very  night  they  were  taken. 

“  At  the  fame  time  one  Barth olemew 
“  Petitpas,  being  appointed  interpreter  of 
"  the  favagcs,  was  carried  prifoner  to 
tc  Bofton;  In  vain  did  you  claim  him 
tc  feveral  times  in  exchange  for  fome  En- 
,c  glifh  prifoners  at  that  time  in  your  cuf- 
u  tody.  In  vain  did  you  grant  two  of 
them,  who  Were  officers,  their  liberty, 
“  °n  condition  that  BartholemeW  Petit- 
tc  pas  was  fent  back.  They  were  deaf 
to  your  offers,  and  infenfible  to  vour 
generofity  ;  and  foon  after  they  put  your 
“  brother  to  death. 

The  fame  year,  Y our  miffionarv 

having  been  invited  to  a  parley  on  your 
"  account  by  feveral  letters  from  one  of  the 
“  chief  officers  among  the  Englifh,  and 
having  received  a  declaration  in  writing, 
that  he  fhould  be  at  his  liberty  to  return 
back  to  you  when  he  pleafed,  ventured  to 
repair  to  Louifburg.  But  when  he  had 
s‘  done  every  thing  that  was  defired,  the 
Englifh,  mftead  of  oblerving  their  pro— 
tc  mife,  detained  him  againff  his  will,  ufed 

hi  2  ,  “  him 
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‘  him  extremely  ill,  and  though  he  was  in 

“  a  very  bad  ftate  of  health,  obliged  him 
to  embark  for  England,  from  whence 

"  he  was  not  remanded  to  France  till  fome 
“  time  after. 

It  was  alfo  in  the  year  1745,  that 
“  the  dead  bodies  of  feveral  of  the  favages 

“  were  dug  up  at  Port  Touloufe,  and 
“  thrown  into  the  fire  by  the  inhabitants  of 
“  Bofton>  who  likewife  infulted  the  bury- 
“  ing  ground  of  your  nation,  and  broke 

down  all  the  crofles  erected  over  the 
“  tombs. 

The  horrid  affair  of  1746  is  another 
“  event  that  ought  never  to  be  blotted  out 
of  your  memory.  The  woollen  goods, 
which  the  favages  bought  of  the  En- 
gliin  mercnants  at  that  time  trading  in 
u  tbe  bafon  of  Mejagoueche,  were  all  poi- 
•c  foned,  fo  that  upwards  of  two  hundred 
"  favages  loft  their  lives. 

What  happened  in  1749  is  an  event 
oi  the  fame  atrocious  nature.  Towards 
“  the  end  of  the  month  of  July,  when 
i  ‘Ue  inhabitants  of  New  France  were 

“  ftran- 
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<c  Grangers  as  yet  to  the  fufpenfion  of 
“  arms  concluded  between  the  two  crowns, 
“  the  favages  had  taken  fome  Englilh  pri- 
<c  foners  on  the  ille  of  Newfoundland ;  by 
“  whom  they  were  informed  of  the  fufpen- 
<c  lion  of  arms  figned  the  year  before  at 
“  Aix-Ia-Chapelle,  to  which  they  gave  credit 
“  upon  the  bare  alfertion  of  the  prifoners. 
“  After  this  eafy  acquiefcence,  they  expreffed 
“  the  great  eft  joy  upon  fo  happy  a  reconci- 
<c  liation.  Nay,  they  treated  them  as  bre- 
“  thren,  untied  them,  and  conducted  them 
“  to  their  cottages,  in  order  to  fhew  them 
“  fome  marks  of  hofpitality  ;  but  notwith- 
“  ftanding  this  generous  behaviour,  thole . 
“  perfidious  guefts  murdered  five  and  twenty 
“  of  your  people,  men  and  women,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night.  There  happened 
"  only  to  be  two  favages  at  fome  diftance, 

“  who  brought  us  the  news  of  this  horrrid 
“  malfacre. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  lame  year, 
“  the  Englilh  being  gone  to  Chebudto, 
“  in  order  to  make  the  fettlements  they 
«  have  there  at  prefent,  f0  prejudicial  to 

••  v  M 
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■  ‘  our  mtereft,  caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread, 

“  that  they  were  going  to  deftroy  all  the 
“  Ravages  ;  and  fmce  that  time,  they  have 
ft  aded  but  too  much  in  confequence  of 
this  menace.  They  even  fent  detach- 
“  ments  of  their  troops  on  all  fides  in 
purfuit  of  your  people. 

Thefe  are  the  accounts  that  have  been 
given  me  :  but  to  the  above  related  fadfs, 
which  muff  have  come  to  your  know- 
let!  ge,  I  fliall  add  a  piece  of  intelligence 
“  which  I  have  received  lately  •  namely, 

;c  that  the  Englifh  traders  have  talked 
ihangely  here  to  one  another,  in  the 
healing  of  people  who  they  imagined  did 
nOi.  uruc aland  them,  and  from  whom 
I  have  received  this  information.  In  the 
courfe  of  their  converfation  they  explained 
tnem (elves  very  clearly  concerning  their 
intention  of  concluding  a  fham  peace 
“  whh  your  nation.  They  faid  that  un- 
"  der  this  fpecious  pretext,  they  fhould 
find  means  to  alienable  as  many  as  they 
could  from  among  your  different  tribes, 

“  and  then  to  maffacre  you  all, 

'  -  '  ,  •  ««  l\  > 
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«  It  is  not  my  intention,  in  reminding 
«  you  of  fo  many  a&s  of  cruelty,  to  excite 
“  you  to  a  barbarous  and  bloody  war.  A 
“  true  chriftian  is  incapable  of  any  fuch 
K  delign. 

«  Befides,  you  are  at  liberty  to  conclude 
war  or  peace.  The  king  lays  you  un- 
“  der  no  reftraint  upon  this  head  ;  but 
“  you  cannot  enter  into  a  peace  under  the 
“  prefent  circumifances,  without  confult- 
“  ing  that  protector,  who  has  never  fail— 
“  ed  to  grant  you  what  fuccours  you 
“  had  occafion  for,  and  who  has  given 
tt  you  fo  many  marks  of  his  affedtion. 
<£  Befides,  the  repeated  oaths  you  made  in 
“  my  prefence  fome  time  ago,  that  you 
<c  would  conclude  nothing  without  my 
“  knowledge,  muft  furely  be  the  more 
“  binding,  as  they  were  voluntary  and 
“  unaficed.  You -called  in  your  patriarch 
as  witnefs  to  this  engagement ;  and  from 
“  the  marks  of  joy  which  you  Ihewed  on 
that  occafion,  there  was  room  to  think 
“  you  would  not  break  it. 

“  But  on  the  other  hand,  have  not  you 

M  4  “  reafon 
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1‘  "f"  ‘°  aPPrehend'  *at  in  ruch  a 

„  '  h‘  “a,efty  wou,d  be  juftly  incenfed 

.  Sa“ft  y°U‘'  bchaviour>  &  as  to  flop  his 
„  bounteous  hand,  to  withdraw  his  f„c- 

„  fOU.rS'  a'ld  abandon  y°u  to  your 
„  ,  3r0US  enemies  ?  A  misfortune  which 

„  j  very  enemies  defire  may  befall  you 
and  to  which  they  would  be  glad  to  fee 

..  y°U  C°^  therefore  that  it 

„  °f  * 16  Smateft  conference  for  you 

a,  "0t  .*°  ‘Umble  int0  the  pit  they  are 

.<  S  you :  and  ruch  is  your  red 


With  regal'd  to  your  prefervation,  in 

„  and  Particular,  ought  not  all 

„  ‘he  raVages  under  ^  protection  of  my 
overeign,  to  be  convinced  by  the  facts 

“  ab0Vf  re'ated>  of  the  ihoeking  extremity 

..  ‘u  WmCi“  ,hey  W0Uld  be  reduced  without 
the  affiftance  of  France  ?  But  if  on  the 

“  0tb<ir  hand  >'ou  will  not  make  peace 
"  W,thout  the  eotifent  of  your  chief  fupport, 

"  you  Wl11  cvcr  find  him  a  bulwark  of  de- 
*ence  betwixt  you  and  your  enemies. 

“  Col,fu|t  your  patriarch,  who  is  a  man 

"of 
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l<  of  fenfe  and  underfianding,  and  has  the 
“  fame  paternal  bowels  for  you  as  myfelf, 
“  and  though  continually  employed  in  the 
care  of  your  fouls,  Hill  endeavours  to 

“  procure  you  all  the  fweets  and  comforts 
“  of  life.  ;  ”, 

Could  the  allies  of  your  fathers,  your 
“  mothers,  your  wives,  your  children,  your 
“  friends  and  relations,  be  raifed  again  to 
c<  life,  and  become  capable  of  utterance, 
“  they  would  fpeak  to  you  in  thefe  words  : 
“  Never  conclude  a  peace  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  and  confent  of  your  fupport ;  be 
fui  e  you  miftruft  an  enemy  who  Ifudies 
“  nothing  but  your  ruin,  and  who  wants 
to  feparate  you  from  your  friends  only 
with  a  view  to  furround  you,  and  to 
make  you  an  eafier  prey.  Beware  of 
their  prelents  :  for  there  is  furely  a 
fnake  in  the  grals.  They  would  fur¬ 
ther  add  :  Send  two  of  your  people 
“  to  your  brethren  ;  let  them  fet  off 
<c  direaiy  and  lofe  no  time,  but  acquaint 
cc  them  with  the  dangerous  ftep  they  have 
-  >  let  them  open  their  eyes  in  re- 

"  gard 
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'*  gard  to  what  I  have  been  faying,  and 
theieoy  they  will  be  prevented  from  en— 
“  tering  into  a  peace,  which  mull  infalli- 
“  bly  terminate  in  their  ruin. 

Thele,  my  children,  are  my  lentiments 
"  concerning  your  welfare,  and  merely  on 
“  this  account  I  called  you  together.  It  is 
“  now  your  bufinefs  to  determine  which 
“  fide  you  will  embrace.” 

Notwithftanding  the  prolixity  of  this 
fpeech,  I  have  judged  proper  to  give  it  you 

almoft  word  for  word,  for  the  reafons  above 

«  • 

explained.  You  muftnot  find  fault  with  the 
Count  de  Raymond  for  his  enthufiaftic  lan¬ 
guage  j  this  is  a  Rile  that  muft  be  ufed 
with  the  favages  ;  and  fure  I  am,  that  with 
a  little  more  exaggeration  and  a  few  me-, 
taphors,  they  would  be  (till  more  ftrongly 
moved.  All  that  I  wifh  for,  is  that  the 
confcience  of  the  orator  may  agree  with  his 
eloquence ;  that  the  facls  he  advances  may 
be  fo  well  afcertained,  as  to  afford  no  room 
to  charge  him  with  having  invented  a  heap 
of  falfities  and  (lander. 

i 

You  may  very  well  imagine.  Sir,  that  if 
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our  favages  were  to  be  told,  “  that  they  ought 
“  not  to  make  peace,  but  to  continue  a  bloody 
“  war,  becaufe  the  enemy  of  their  nation  in- 
“  lifted  upon  their  lowering  a  flag  belonging 
“  to  one  of  their  canoes  I  fay,  you  may 
imagine  they  would  be  as  little  moved  with 
this  important  reafon  for  cutting  one  an¬ 
other’s  throats,  as  with  any  ether  of  the 
fame  kind.  But  the  prefervation  of  the 
individual  appears  a  good  motive  to  them, 
as  well  as  to  us,  and  even  more  fo  •  nay, 
it  is  the  only  one  that  touches  them.  If 
on  the  other  hand  they  had  been  informed, 
that  the  king  of  France  would  not  have 
them  to  make  peace,  or  commanded  them 
not  to  conclude  a  treaty,  their  anfwer  would 
be  ;  but  we  will  have  a  peace  ;  the  favage  has 
no  m after .  Thus  the  neceflaries  of  life  and 
liberty  are  the  only  bleflings,  and  an  at¬ 
tachment  to  thefe  the  only  paflion,  of  thole 
iavagc  nations.  It  behoves  us  to  make  a 
proper  advantage  of  this  knowledge;  but 
hrft  I  will  fliew  you  what  ufe  hath  been 
hitherto  made  thereof  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  what  further  progrefs  may  be 

expec- 
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expe&ed,  confidently  with  the  government 
eftablifhed  in  thefe  colonies.  I  lhall  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  thefe  particulars,  in  the 
manner  as  becomes  a  friend,  and  not  as  a 
courtier*  and  my  fincerity  Mall  be  a  further 
pi  oof  to  you  of  the  attachment,  with 
which  I  have  the  honour  of  being. 


S  I  R 


Yours,  &c. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  XI. 

Of  the  government  of  Cape  Breton  *  of  the 

military  efablijhment ,  &c. 

SIR, 


H  E  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and 


**•  St.  John  are  i object  to  the  fame 
governor,  who  relides  at  Louilburg  *  but  this 
governor,  as  well  as  that  of  Louifiana,  are 
fubordinate  to  the  governor  general  of  New 
France,  who  refides  at  Quebec.  True  it  is, 
that  the  diftance  of  thofe  towns  prevents  this 
fubordination  from  being  any  way  irkfome 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Louilburg.  I 
am  even  of  opinion  that  he  would  agree  to 
be  llill  more  fubordinate  to  the  governor 
general,  upon  condition  of  having  no  body 
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to  rival  him  in  his  authority  in  the  town 
of  Louifburg.  This  rival  is  the  commiffary 
for  regulating  the  colony  j  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  are  their  different  functions.  From 
the  advantages  and  privileges  which  they 
enjoy  in  their  rcfpective  offices,  you  may 
eafily  judge  of  the  jarring  there  muft  be 
between  them,  whenever  they  prefer,  as 
it  but?  too  often  happens,  their  private  in- 
tereft  to  the  public  welfare.  Whatever  re¬ 
lates  to  the  military  eflablifhment,  and  to 
the  dignity  of  command,  belongs  to  the 
governor  only.  It  is  his  province  to  give 
orders  to  the  troops,  to  fee  that  they 
be  well  difciplined,  and  able  to  do  fervice. 
It  is  his  bufinefs  to  make  the  {faff- officers 
give  an  account  of  their  companies,  and 
to  enter  into  fuch  explications  with  them, 
as  fliall  make  them  fenfible  of  their  duty. 
Fie  ought  to  take  care  that  they  commit  no 
injuftice  to  the  men  under  their  command, 
by  withholding  either  their  pay  or  their 
provifions;  and  if  he  finds  any  that  have 
been  guilty  of  this  mifdemeanor,  it  is  his 
duty  to  punifh  them  j  but  the  commiflary 

ought 
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ought  t°  order  reftitution  at  the  expence  of 
tne  offenders. 


The  governor,  together  with  the  com- 
miiiary,  may  grant  abfolute  difcharges  to  the' 
ferjeants  and  to  invalids;  conforming  how¬ 
ever  m  this  refpea  to  the  king’s  edicts. 

The  direchon  of  the  favages,  as  well  as 
the  fecurity  of  the  colony,  belongs  partis 
cularly  to  the  governor.  The  adminif- 
tration  of  the  military  chert,  of  provifions 
and  ammunition,  and  generally  of  every 
article  relating  to  the  magazines,  is  the 
peculiar  province  of  the  commiffary ;  fo 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  payment,  no  fale, 
nor  confumption,  without  his  orders.  Yet 
whenever  the  governor  is  pleafed  to  afk 
foi  an  account  of  the  feveral  ftores,  it 
rtiould  be  given  him  by  all  means,  to  the 
end  that  he  may  be  informed  of  the 


tiue  /late  of  the  place,  dhe  direction  of 
the  hofpitals  likewife  belongs  to  the  com- 
miflary,  though  the  governor  has  a  right 
to  ice  that  every  thing  be  done  according 
to  rule.  The  adminirtration  of  jurtice  is 
abfolutely  in  the  hands  of  the  com  miflary, 
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and  the  governor  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  but  to  affift  the  other  with  all  his  force, 
whenever  his  affiftance  is  neceffary ;  nor 
ought  he  ever  to  refufe  it.  It  is  the  com- 

J 

miliary's  bulinefs,  as  firft  counfellor,  to 
perform,  in  the  abfence  of  the  intendant 
of  Canada,  the  functions  of  prefident  in 
the  fupreme  council ;  for  inftance,  to  give 
hearing  to  the  caufes,  to  colledt  voices* 
to  pronounce  judgments,  &c.  And  when¬ 
ever  he  thinks  proper  to  fummon  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  council,  he  ought  to  acquaint  the 
governor  thereof  by  a  cryer  belonging  to 
court. 

The  governor  and  the  commilfary  give 
jointly  an  account  of  the  conduft  of  the 
officers  of  juftice,  and  propofe  proper  per- 
fons  to  fill  up  fuch  places  as  are  vacant  by 
death  or  refignation  ;  but  it  particularly 
concerns  the  governor  to  fee  that  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  belonging  to  the  army  pay  fuch 
regard  to  the  officers  of  juftice,  as  is  due 
to  the  charadler  with  which  they  are  in- 
vefted,  and  to  inculcate  that  fame  regard 
in  the  people ;  but  efpecially  to  leave  the 
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fupreme  council  to  their  intire  liberty  in 
giving  their  opinions.  The  commiflary  on 
the  other  hand  ought  to  hinder  the  council 
from  meddling  either  dire&Iy  or  indirectly 
with  whatever  relates  to  the  government 
and  general  ad  mm  ideation  of  the  colony  5 
hecauie  he  has  been  entruded  with  authority 
merely  to  do  judice  to  individuals  in  con- 
teded  matters.  Both  the  governor  and 
the  com  miilary  ought  equally  to  prevent 
any  practitioners  of  the  law,  that  Ihould 
happen  to  fettle  in  the  colony,  from  inter¬ 
fering  in  any  manner  whatever  in  private 
caufes. 

The  grants  of  lands,  drands,  &c.  ap¬ 
pertain  in  common  to  the  governor  and 
the  commiflary  j  who  lhould  be  particu¬ 
larly  careful  to  act  in  this  refpect  after 
fuch  a  manner  as  fhall  prove  mod  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  welfare  and  improvement  of 
the  colony. 

As  the  inferior  officers  of  judice  are 
entruded  with ,  the  particular  police,  the 
commiflary  infpe&s  their  condudt.  In  re¬ 
gard  to  the  general  police,  it  is  in  the  joint 
3  hands 
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hands  of  the  governor  and  the  commif- 
fary,  and  is  confined  to  three  objecls;  tlie 
increafe  of  inhabitants,  the  augmentation  of 
the  number  of  planters,  and  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  commerce  and  the  fifhery.  The 
governor  ought  to  take  care  of  the  firft 
point,  by  treating  the  inhabitants  with  le¬ 
nity  and-  humanity,  and  by  hindering  the 
officers  from  ufing  them  with  oppreliion. 
The  commifiary  ought  alfo  to  contribute  on 
his  part,  by  iympathizing  with  the  people 
in  their  feveral  diftreffes,  and  by  not  buf¬ 
fering  the  powerful  to  crufh  the  weak,  or 

the  officers  of  juffice  to  abufe  their  au¬ 
thority. 

With  regard  to  the  fortifications  to  be 
erefled  or  continued  at  Louifburg,  and  in 
fome  other  parts  of  the  iflands  of  Cape 
Breton  and  St.  John,  the  governor  and  the 
commifiary  fhould  agree  together  in  this 
point,  as  well  as  for  the  maintenance  of 
good  order  and  religion. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  fummary  of  the  general 
and  paiticular  inff  ruff  ions,  which  the  king- 
gives  to  the  two  principal  men  employed 
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in  the  government  of  thefe  ifiands.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  their  being  very  good  and  ex¬ 
tremely  well  digefted ;  but  in  my  humble  opi¬ 
nion  they  are  fuitable  to  fuch  countries  only, 
as  are  more  within  the  reach  of  the  eye  of 
the  fovereign.  For  fhould  there  happen  to 
be  any  clafhing  between  thefe  officers  about 
their  refpe&ive  jurisdiction,  it  would  lay  a 
foundation  for  a  perpetual  quarrel  and 
animofity,  if  either  of  them  fhould  not  be 
thoroughly  honed: ;  and  much  more  fo  if 
neither  of  them  was  endued  with  a  difpo- 
fition  to  promote  the  general  good.  Fur¬ 
ther,  let  us  fuppofe  two  men  as  honeit  as 
you  pleafe,  and  fo  free  from  jealoufy  and 
envy  as  to  refpect  this  feeble  barrier  of  their 
jurifdi6tion,  ftill  there  muft  ever  arife  fome 
inconveniency,  from  too  equal  a  diftribu- 
tion  of  government.  Where  can  you  find 
two  men,  who  fee  things  in  the  fame  light  ? 
And  unlefs  they  have  the  pureft  intentions 
imaginable,  how  is  it  poffible  to  prevent 
their  adhering  obflinately  to  their  own  fen- 
timent,  when  they  think  it  founded  on  a 
regard  to  the  public  welfare  ?  In  vain  would 
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it  be  to  recommend  union  to  them,  when 
they  fancied  it  their  duty  to  differ.  Should 
you  obje£t  that  this  is  the  very  form  of 
government  effablifhed  in  all  the  towns  in 
f1  ranee,  I  make  anlwer,  that  it  will  do  very 
well  in  that  kingdom,  becaufe  it  is  eafy, 
in  contefted  cafes,  to  obtain  a  decifion  from 
the  prince ;  but  conlidering  our  great  dif- 
tance,  how  many  inconveniencies  might 
arife  before  we  could  receive  a  plenary  de¬ 
termination  from  the  fountain  head  ?  I  do 
not  think  you  will  have  recourle  to  the 
weak  fhift  of  fubmitting  to  the  decrees  of 
the  government  of  Canada  ;  for  you  cannot 
be  ignorant  that  during  the  greateft  part  of 
the  year,  it  would  be  as  eafy  to  have  intel¬ 
ligence  from  Paris  as  from  Quebec.  I  own 
the  king  s  inffru<5tions  expreflly  take  notice, 
that  in  affairs  requiring  difpatch,  and  where 
the  commiffary  and  the  governor  cannot 
agree,  the  opinion  of  the  latter  fhall  have 
the  preference.  But  then  it  is  neceffary 
that  the  commiflary  lkould  at  leuft  content 
to  the  necdlity  of  this  difpatch,  before  he 
can  1  efolve  to  deliver  out  the  public  money, 
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without  which  nothing  can  be  done.  And 
as  this  confeffion  or  agreement  fubjecis  him 
to  the  will  of  a  perfon  contrary  to  his  ap- 
piobation,  it  is  obvious  he  cannot  come  into 
it  but  in  the  very  laft  extremity,  of  courfe 
when  probably  it  is  too  late. 

I  he  proofs  of  what  I  have  been  here 
advancing,  are  {fill  recent  in  every  body’s 
memory.  We  had  a  late  inftance  of  an 
oppofition,  which  was  not  fo  much  as  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  miltaken  zeal  for  the  public  good. 

In  the  year  1751,  a  new  governor  landed 
on  the  illand,  and  in  fix  weeks  became  the 
com  miliary  s  mortal  enemy.  The  former 
wanted  to  humble  his  collegue,  who  on  the 
other  hand,  being  long  accultomed  to  the 
inhabitants  and  to  the  cuftoms  of  the 
country,  found  a  thoufand  ways  to  mortify 
his  rival.  Do  you  imagine  that  during 
thefe  difputes  the  Hate  was  well  ferved,  or 
a  proper  care  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
colony  ?  Whatever  the  governor  proposed, 
was  fure  to  be  contradicted  by  the  com- 
miifary.  The  latter  ufed  to  deny  that  the 
cafe  was  fo  urgent  as  to  require  his  com- 
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plianee;  neither  would  he,  without  an  ex- 
prefs  order,  deliver  out  the  public  money, 
which  he  has  generally  in  his  cuftody.  In 
the  mean  while  the  fortifications  were 
neglefted  ;  and  a  formidable  enemy  was 
ready  perhaps  to  take  advantage  of  our  di- 
vifions  :  fo  that  before  the  quarrel  betwixt 
two  rivals  in  ambition,  authority,  and  in- 
tereft,  could  be  decided,  the  proper  precau¬ 
tions  were  likely  to  come  too  late.  But 
tnefe,  you  will  fay,  are  not  examples  to  the 
point.  There  is  no  fort  of  doubt  but  thofe 
two  men  were  guilty  of  failings  inconfiftent 
with  the  love  of  their  country.  But  who 
can  tell  whether  their  fucceffors  have  be¬ 
haved  better  ?  The  choice  of  thofe  officers 
is  fubjeft  to  great  miftakes,  without  reck¬ 
oning  the  voluntary  errors  owing  to  par¬ 
tiality  and  favour.  Therefore  fince  it  is 
impoffible  to  dive  into  the  heart  of  man, 
and  it  would  be  too  laborious  a  talk  for 
the  fovereign  to  make  a  general  inquiry 
himfelf,  would  it  not  be  far  preferable  for 
him  to  entruft  his  authority  into  the  hands 
of  a  fmgle  perfon,  in  a  country  where  it  is 
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io  difficult  to  remedy  the  abufe  and  incon- 
veniency  of  dilatory  decifions  ?  At  lead;  the 
apprehenfion  of  fhame,  and  of  not  being 
able  to  throw  the  fault  upon  another  per¬ 
son.  would  be  fome  check  to  this  officer. 
The  mofl  o  elective  plan,  if  it  meets  with 
no  interruption,  is  far  preferable  to  the  mofl 
plaufible  fchemes,  when  they  happen  to  be 
fubjedl  to  contradiction  and  delays. 

1  ou  rnufl  not  however  imagine  that  thofe 
two  gentlemen  had  not  their  admirers  :  but 
I  would  have  you  to  form  your  judgment 
from  this  impartial  account. 

The  commifiary,  who  is  flill  in  the  co¬ 
lony,  is  grown  grey,  as  it  were,  in  the 
fervice.  He  came  very  young  to  this  coun¬ 
try;  and  brought  up  a  Creolian  girl  him- 
felf,  whom  he  afterwards  married.  A  great 
many  people  fay  that  he  perfectly  under- 
flands  the  advantages  and  interefls  of  this 
colony  ;  others,  and  particularly  his  ad- 
verfary,  pretend  that  he  underflands  his 
own  much  better;  that  he  favours  only  his 
friends  and  relations  ;  and  that  through 
an  unjuft  partiality,  he  di /courages  the  in- 
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habitants,  and  hinders  the  improvement  of 
the  colony.  The  governor  upbraided  the 
other  with  the  meannefs  of  his  extraction, 
with  his  firft  employment  as  clerk  to  the 
navy,  and  with  the  mediocrity  of  his  abilities, 
in  every  thing  that  does  not  regard  his  own 
perfonal  interefl. 

But  the  perfon  that  throws  thefe  re¬ 
flections  upon  him,  is  not  exempt  himfelf 
from  cenfure.  In  vain  does  he  pride  him¬ 
felf  of  the  honour  of  being  related  to  one 
of  our  molt  eminent  minifters  of  ftate ;  his 
pretenfion  was  flatly  denied.  You  may  well 
judge  that  after  this,  they  gave  him  no 
quarter.  Even  his  perfon,  for  which  he 
could  not  be  accountable,  was  not  fpared. 
True  it  is,  that  his  figure  is  rather  apt 
to  excite  derifion  than  refpeCt,  efpecially  in 
people  who  feemed  the  more  inclined  to  pay 
him  too  little,  as  he  required  too  much. 
His  imperious  air,  and  defpotic  tone  of 
voice,  are  extremely  ill  fuited  to  a  crab¬ 
bed  countenance  and  diminutive  figure; 
not  to  mention  his  fpindle  flianks,  which 
ffiuft  needs,  difgrace  a  perfon,  whc>  would 
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fain  raiie  himfelf  above  all,  the  world. 
Thefe  however  are  blemilhes  that  might  be 
eafny  effaced  by  an  extent  of  genius,  with 
piudence  and  refolution  ;  qualifications, 
which  our  governor  feems  not  to  be  fo  happy 
<r<s  10  poheis.  It  is  laid  only  that  he  has  an 
rich  to  meddle  with  every  thing,  without 
abilities  to  fupport  him.  And  indeed,  not- 
withftanding  that  the  functions  of  thefe  two 
officers  are  as  di  ft  inch  as  poffible,  ftill  he 
has  enci  cached  to  luch  a  degree  on  that  of 
his  collegue,  as  to  produce  a  very  dan¬ 
gerous  fchifm  in  the  colony.  He  tired  the 
court  with  his  projects ;  and  it  was  to  no 
purpofe  to  defire  lie  would  confult  with  the 
commiftarv,  who  was  prefumed  from  his 
long  experience  to  be  better  informed ;  ftill 
he  would  return  to  the  fame  point.  Obfti- 
nacy  is  the  infeparable  attribute  of  fhal- 
low  capacities.  To  expefi  efteem  merely 
from  the  decoiation  of  their  titles,  is  their 
common  practice.  Befides,  does  not  a 
difdainful  air  exalt  their  perfonal  qualities 
in  the  eye  of  fools  ?  and  are  not  fools  the 
greateft  number  ?  are  not  they  perhaps  the 

only 1 


the  Government ,  &*c.  185 

only  people  that  take  notice  of  one  who  re- 
fembles  themfelves  ?  Thefe  reflexions,  you 
fee,  are  general ;  though  the  perfon  that 
occafloned  them,  may  eafily  point  out  the 
application  :  all  we  can  fay  in  particular 
is,  that  he  appears  to  us  the  man  in  the 
world  we  had  the  leafl:  reafon  to  expeX  for 
our  governor.  He  had  never  fhewn  any 
fpecimen  of  his  abilities  in  an  art  fo  necef- 
fary  to  our  welfare.  As  he  had  been 
hitherto  employed  only  in  the  land-fervice, 
he  was  of  courfe  unpraXifed  in  maritime 
affairs ;  nor  had  he  ever  diffinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  his  own  province.  It  is  faid  that 
he  was  a  great  projeXor ;  but  I  qucftion 
whether  this  iort  of  merit  ought  to  pafs 
lor  any  thing  in  a  country  generally  over- 
burthened  with  fchemes. 

Yet  his  capacity  was  not  the  only  thing 
inquired  into ;  the  commiflary  finding  the 
jiubhc  all  of  one '  mind  about  this  article, 
made  a  clofer  attack  upon  him:  I  fay 
clofer,  becaufe  I  think  as  you  do,  Sir,  that 
the  difpofition  of  the  heart,  is  a  more  pro¬ 
pel  charaXeriftic  of  a  man,  than  certain 
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qualities,  the  want  of  which  ought  rather  to 
be  imputed  to  his  patron  than  to  himfelf. 
He  was  charged  with  having  purchafed  a 
piece  of  ground  of  confiderable  extent,  that 
.nad  been  cleared  at  a  very  great  expence,  and 
with  having  refuted  to  pay  the  money ; 
as  alfo  with  having  obliged  feveral  of 
the  inhabitants  to  difpofe  of  their  poflef- 
fions  on  that  fpot.  It  was  likewife  faid 
that  his  cook-maid,  whom  he  had  raifed  to 
be  his  governante,  fold  every  thing  that 
could  poffibly  be  obtained  by  way  of  favour, 
and  theieby  enriched  herfelf  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  perfons  of  real  merit.  Thefe  are 
acculations  fufficiently  proved  by  the  great 
expence  he  was  at  above  his  income ;  by  the 
testimony  of  fome  perfons,  who,  notwith¬ 
standing  their  obligations  to  him,  could 
not  avoid  .{peaking  the  truth ;  and  laflly, 
by  the  indulgences  of  the  court.  For  after 
all,  this  very  man,  whofe  memory  has  been 
preferved  here  fo  much  to  his  difhonour, 
lias  obtained,  by  way  of  gratification,  a 
remiflion  of  all  his  debts,  which  were  very 
confiderable,  and  a  penfion  of  four  thou- 
fand  livres.  You 
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You  fee,  Sir,  that  neither  doubt,  nor 
certainty  about  this  matter,  is  of  any  confe- 
quence  to  people  who  fuffer  from  both.  The 
inhabitants,  defirous  of  acquiring  a  little 
property,  are  ready  to  undertake  a  thoufand 
things,  though  ever  fo  laborious,  for  the 
advantage  of  the  colony :  but  fome  are 
flopped  by  injuflice  and  oppreffion  ;  while 
others  are  afraid  of  being  flripped  by  our 
divifions,  of  the  fruits  of  their  labour. 
From  what  quarter  foever  thefe  fcourges 
come,  they  put  a  damp  to  all  induflry. 
Once  more  I  fay  it,  to  fupply  the  eye  of 
the  fovereign,  wre  ftand  in  need  of  a  fingle 
reprefentative,  worthy  of  Ins  majefly.  But 
I  was  not  aware  that  my  complaints  and 
w iflres  have  lengthened  out  my  letter  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  I  fhould  find  no  room  for 
the  other  particulars  of  government,  the 
abufes  of  which,  as  a  good  citizen,  I  ought 
to  lament.  As  a  good  friend,  I  ought  alfo 
to  give  you  a  caution  concerning  them, 
fmce  you  are  very  fliortly  to  feel  their  in- 
con  veniency.  Let  us  referve  the  remainder 
for  another  letter,  and  conclude  this  with 
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the  fame  fentiments  as  I  finifhed  all  the 
re^'  f  am,  Sir,  &c. 

LETTER  XII. 

Of  the  fupreme  council ,  and  other  jurifdic- 
tions>  of  thehofpital ,  priefts,  monks-,  and 
of  the  mijjionaries  of  the  Javages. 

SIR,  ,  <  • 

/\  F  T  E  R  having  fufficiently  entertained 
JT\.  you  in  regard  to  the  two  leading 
men  of  the  colony,  to  their  different  func¬ 
tions,  then  divifions,  and  the  inconveniencies 
i-rom  thence  arifing,  I  muff  now  proceed 
to  the  fubaltern  bodies  that  are  entrufled 
with  the  pai  ticular  branches  of  govern- 
ment.  The  fupreme  council  is  compofed 
of  the  governor,  the  commiffary,  the  king’s 
lieutenant,  an  attorney-general,  four  or 
five  counfellors,  afecretary,  and  a  tip-ftaff; 
and  if  any  of  the  council  happens  to  be 
indifpofed  or  abfent,  fome  inhabitant  of  the 
colony  is  appointed  to  fupply  his  place, 
when  there  are  caufes  to  try.  But  fmce  I 
have  taken  the  refolution  to  difclofe  my 

J 

mind  to  you  in  regard  to  the  uneafinefs  I 

have 
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have  felt  from  the  abufes  of  this  place,  I 
lhall  be  fo  free  as  to  tell  you  what  me- 
thods  ought  to  be  obferved,  at  lead  in  my 
opinion,  in  order  to  remedy  thefe  incon- 
veniencies.  And  firlf  of  all,  the  attorney- 
general  ought  to  be  known  at  lead  to  the 
majority,  as  a  man  of  probity.  He  diould 
be  a  per  (on  that  had  dudied  the  law,  been 
fome  time  at  the  bar,  and  a  man  of  found 
judgment.  Each  member  of  the  council 
ought  alfo  to  be  acquainted  with  the  prin¬ 
cipal  laws  of  the  colony.  They  are  gene- 
i  ally  choien  fiom  among  the  merchants, 
and  very  often  without  examining  whether 
they  have  the  requifite  qualifications  ;  a 
negledt  that  may  be  of  very  bad  confe- 
quence.  Foi  as  it  too  often  happens  that 
they  are  fome  way  intereded  in  the  fuits 
that  ate  brougnt  agamd  other  merchants; 

I  could  wifh  that  the  town-major  was 
joined  to  the  council,  but  not  till  fix  months 
aftei  being  named  to  his  office,  during 
which  time  he  fhould  apply  himfelf  to  the 
dudy  of  the  laws,  and  affid  at  all  their 
meetings,  yet  without  haying  a  deliberative 
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voice  during  this  kind  of  noviciate.  It 
would  likewife  be  advifeable  to  introduce  one 
of  the  captains  into  the  council,  without 
taking  him  in  his  rank  of  feniority,  but 
chilling  him  from  among  the  whole  corps, 
upon  finding  that  he  had  the  qualifications 
requifite  for  this  employment,  and  had 
given  full  proof  thereof  for  the  fame  fpace 
of  time  as  was  fixed  for  the  major. 

This  very  method  ought  to  be  obferved 
in  regard  to  the  king’s  lieutenant,  and  the 
other  members.  By  thefe  means  we  fhould 
always  have  a  wife  council ;  at  lead:  it  is 
morally  certain  that  they  would  be  much 
more  fo  than  thole  who  are  taken  at  a 
venture.  Befides,  this  mixture  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  army  with  thofe  of  the  long 
robe,  muft  be  productive  of  a  very  good 
effedt,  and  prevent  a  multitude  of  abides, 
which  you  may  eafily  guefs  at  from  my 
remedies  againft  them.  Another  confi- 
derable  advantage  arifing  from  this  mixture, 
would  be  the  reconciling  thefe  two  orders 
of  men  to  the  fame  way  of  thinking.  This 
is  a  point  that  cannot  be  &®o  firongly  in- 

cul- 
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culcated  ;  for  it  would  prevent  the  con¬ 
tempt  that  prevails  on  one  fide,  and  the  in- 

* 

veterate  hatred  on  the  other;  which  are 
oftentimes  a  matter  of  ridicule  in  flourifh- 
ing  kingdoms,  yet  extremely  prejudicial  to 
a  new  colony.  And  fuppoling  thofe  oppo¬ 
site  paffions  could  not  be  ablolutely  fup- 
p relied,  fome  advantage  might  ftill  be 
drawn  from  them  :  for  as  union  in  coun¬ 
cil  is  of  great  ufe,  moderate  oppofition  is 
alfo  conducive  to  a  good  purpofe;  fince  it 
renders  the  avenues  to  corruption  of  more 
difficult  accefs.  It  likewife  creates  jealoufies, 
which  frequently  end  in  an  emulation  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  community.  This  at 
lead:  I  am  fure  of,  that  in  a  council  confli- 
tuted  aftei  my  manner,  we  fhould  not  fee 
inftances  of  judges  fitting  to  determine 
caufes  without  knowing  any  thing  of  the 
proceedings;  at  lead:  they  would  be  de- 
firous  of  fome  information  by  a  brief  or 
memonal,  weie  it  only  for  the  pleafure 
of  vying  with  one  another  in  fagacity  and 
knowledge.  For  there  is  not  a  man  of 
the  law,  or  even  a  common  accomptant, 

but 
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but  thinks  himfelf  more  knowing,  and  pre¬ 
tends  to  more  learning  than  a  military  offi¬ 
cer.  And  among  the  gentlemen  of  the 
si  my,  finely  there  is  not  one  that  would 
chufe  to  be  noted  for  his  ignorance. 

Next  to  the  fupreme  council  comes  the 
bailiwick,  which  notwithstanding  its  being 
an  inferior  court,  deferves  the  fame  care 
and  regulation  as  the  former.  This  kind 
of  jurifdidtion  extends  itfelf  to  the  civil 
adminiftration,  and  the  particular  police  of 
the  colony  ;  being  compoled  of  a  judge, 
the  attorney-general,  a  fecretary,  and  a  tip- 
ftaff.  It  is  at  prefent  exercifed  by  the 
officers  of  the  admiralty,  which  feems  al¬ 
together  ablurd.  The  bailiff  ffiould  be 
therefore  an  honeft  man,  that  at  lead  had 
fome  tincture  of  the  laws,  and  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  cuftom  of  Paris,  which 
is  tne  fame  as  is  followed  in  the  French 
colonies.  I  his  judge,  and  his  fubaltern 
officers,  ought  to  have  a  competent  fub- 
fidence,  without  being  obliged  to  lqueeze 
upon  the  public.  And  indeed  the  falaries 
annexed  to  this  jurifdiction  are  far  from 

being 
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being  fufficient :  they  have  been  fettled  by 
a  tax,  no  longer  compatible  with  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  colony. 

But  our  misfortune  is,  that  not  only  we 
have  no  fuch  thing  as  a  genteel  mainte¬ 
nance  for  our  judges,  which  may  induce 
them  to  adminifler  juflice  impartially,  but 
we  are  likewife  fo  unlucky  as  to  be  defli- 
tute  of  the  means  of  executing  their  de¬ 
crees.  We  have  neither  a  common  hang¬ 
man,  nor  a  tormentor  *,  nor  fo  much  as 
a  jail.  You  will  %  perhaps,  you  have  no 
occafion  for  them.  Pardon  me.  Sir,  for 
we  are  not  of  a  particular  frame  or  make  : 
and  would  to  God  we  could  do  without 
thofe  things  ;  I  foould  be  under  very  little 

concern  about  the  maintenance  of  our 
judges. 

The  admiralty  conffits  of  a  lieutenant,  the 
attorney-general,  a  clerk,  and  a  tipilaff. 

I  cannot  help  withing  for  the  good  of  this 
court,  that  they  made  choice  of  difinterefted 
Officers,  and  fuch  as  carried  on  no  trade 

>ppoi""1  ,o  '”k  - » M,-a 
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of  any  fort,  but  fire  wed  themfelves  extremely 
active  in  preventing  all  illicit  commerce, 
in  vifiting  the  feveral  fhips  and  veffels  that 
enter  the  harbour,  and  in  fending  to  in- 
fpe£t  the  other  ports  in  the  ifland.  It  is 

I 

at  the  court  of  admiralty  that  the  mer¬ 
chants  enter  the  different  commodities,  that 
are  imported  into  the  colony,  as  well  in 
foreign  as  in  national  bottoms.  The  emo¬ 
luments  they  receive  on  this  account,  are 
very  confiderable.  They  vifit  the  fhips, 
and  verify  the  cargoes  from  the  accounts 
entered  in  their  office.  If  there  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  effects  unentered,  or  prohibited, 
they  are  confifcated,  and  the  captains  con¬ 
demned  in  pecuniary  fines,  and  to  the 
feizing  of  their  cargoes,  &c.  The  judge 
of  the  admiralty,  as  I  faid  a  while  ago,  is 
judge  of  the  bailiwick.  He  was  heretofore 
a  journeyman  peruke-maker,  but  after¬ 
wards  became  clerk  to  a  merchant  in 
Louifburg,  and  fecretary  to  two  jurif- 
didtions.  And  fmce  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  the  fecretary  of  the  admiralty,  upon 
entering  into  a  very  confiderable  branch  of 

trade. 


V 


the  Supreme  Council ’  &>c.  1  g  * 

tiade,  1  aifed  this  . man  to  be  judge  of  that 
court,  and  procured  him  the  pod  of  bailiff, 
in  order  to  render  him  more  ferviceable  in 
his  commerce  at  Louifburg.  This  ma- 
gidrate,  and  the  others  of  fubordinate 
jurifdi&ion,  are  grown  extremely  rich, 
which  is  not  at  all  furprizing,  flnce  they  are 
intereded  in  different  branches  of  com- 
merce,  particularly  the  contraband. 

We  muff  now  proceed  to  the  fpiritual 
government,  which  is  not  the  lead  eflential 
to  the  minds  of  a  people,  who fe  zeal  and 
nmphcity  render  them  fufceptible  of  every 
impreffion.  The  fame  precaution  fhould 
therefore  be  taken  to  chufe  proper  members 
for  this  fort  of  government,  as  for  the 
other  branches  above  mentioned.  Nay,  there 
ought  to  be  more }  for  the  favages  are  ex¬ 
tremely  apt  to  be  fcandalized,  and  carried 
away  by  their  prejudices,  when  they  fee 
religion  expofed  to  ridicule.  The  inha 
bimnts  have  alfo  imbibed  fome  pajfrf 
thefe  notions.  Therefore  you  may  eafily 
imagine  what  havock  and  mifchief  mi^ht 
be  committed  here  by  thofe  turbulent  fpirhs, 

O  2 
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or  by  thofe  hypocondriacs,  who  are  apt  to 
difguife  the  acrimony  of  their  natural  dif- 
pofition,  nnder  the  cloak  of  piety.  As  thefe 
men  ought  to  fet  an  example  to  the  red:, 
do  but  think  what  confufion  there  would 
be,  if  they  were  to  lead  a  diffolute  life,  and 
to  influence  thofe  whole  inclinations  are 
of  themfelves  but  too  prone  to  debauchery. 
But  why  fhould  I  mention  thefe  misfor¬ 
tunes,  as  diflant  and  barely  poffible  ?  Let 
us  be  candid ;  we  feel  them  already,  and 

the  worfe  of  it  is,  we  feel  them  in  both 
extremes. 

We  have  fix  miflionaries,  whofe  conti¬ 
nual  employment  is  to  fpirit  up  the  minds 
of  people  to  fanaticifm  and  revenge.  I 
confefs  that  thefe  arms  are  turned  againft 
our  natural  enemy  j  but  this  enemy  has  not 
as  yet  violated  the  peace  between  the  two 
nations ;  and  I  queflion  whether  the  Chri- 
flian  religion  admits  of  our  raiding,  with¬ 
out  a  caufe,  fuch  fentiments  in  the  minds 
of  the  vulgar,  as  are  conducive  to  envy' 
and  hatred,  and  definitive  to  our  fellow- 
creatures,  I  cannot  bear  thefe  odious  de- 

cla- 
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clamations,  which  our  priefts  make  every 
day  to  the  poor  favages.  “  The  Englifh 
“  are  the  enemies  of  God,  and  companions 
“  of  the  devil :  fince  they  do  not  chufe  to 
“  adopt  the  fame  way  of  thinking  with 
“  us,  you  muft  do  them  as  much  mifehief 
tc  as  you  can.  Our  king  could  not  avoid 
“  concluding  a  peace  with  them,  which  is 
cc  not  to  be  of  long  duration.  But  this 
“  peace  does  not  relate  to  you  at  all :  go 
“  on  with  your  hoftilities  j  till  we  think 
“  proper  to  affifl  you.  •  To  behave  in  this 
manner  is  your  duty  towards  God,  to- 
“  wards  your  neighbour,  whofe  blood  calls 
out  aloud  for  vengeance ;  and,  laftly, 
“  towards  yourfelves,  fince  they  aim  at 
**  nothing  but  your  total  deftruftion.” 

Let  us  grant,  for  a  while,  that  the  gover¬ 
nor,  for  political  realons,  leldom  conliftent 
with  the  gofpel,  may  harangue  them  in  this 
manner ;  but  that  the  mimfters  of  this  very 
golpel  fhould  preach  fuch  fermons,  is  fo 
abfurd,  that  I  do  not  think  our  miniilry, 
notwithftanding  they  may  be  pleafed  with 
the  effect,  can  approve  of  the  caufe.  And 

O  3  what 
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what  anfwer  could  we  give  to  the  Englifh, 
1  to  refute  the  charge  of  being  aggreffors 
whenever  a  war  broke  out,  they  fhould 
fend  us  a  copy  of  one  of  thofe  edifying 
difcourfes  ?  Here  indeed  one  might  juftly 
cry  out,  that  the  God  whom  we  worfhip, 
does  not  approve  of  any  fuch  fanatical  pro¬ 
ceedings.  And  really,  if  his  minifters  were 
to  be  diiedted  by  his  holy  commandments, 
m  ead  of  feducing  thole  weak  ignorant 
fouls,  they  would  fpeak  to  them  in  the 
following  manner.  “  We  are  all  of  us 

“  the  chiIdren  of  God,  the  Englilh  as  well 
as  yourielves  ;  it  belongs  to  our  common 

“  father  alone  to  determine  whether  they 
“  are  difobedient  to  his  orders.  He  has 
not  entrufted  us  with  the  decilion  of 
“  his  cau^e>  but  referved  it  to  himfelf. 

“  They  are  your  brethren  }  and  far  this 
very  reaion  you  fhould  forget  that  ever 
they  were  your  enemies :  nay,  you  ought 
to  be  afraid  left  thofe  calamitous  times 
Ihouid  let  urn ;  and  inftead  of  promoting 
fuch  an  event,  you  fhould  rather  la¬ 


ment  the  unhappy  neceftity  of  a  juft 
“  defence.”  Were 
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Were  our  priefls  but  to  deliver  them- 
felves  to  this  purpofe,  fix  would  not  be 
fufficient  to  difcharge  the  whole  duty  of 
the  miffion ;  but  confidering  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  miflead  thofe  poor 
people,  they  are  rather  too  numerous.  I 
mud:  except  one  perfon,  who  is  in  fome 
meafure  their  fuperior.  He  is  a  very  wor¬ 
thy  man,  endued  with  good  fenfe  and  un- 
derflanding,  of  great  mildnefs  of  temper, 
and  known  probity.  Still  he  is  but  one  to 
five ;  and  let  him  be  ever  fo  much  a  man 
of  fenfe,  it  is  impoifible  for  him  to  make 
the  others  liften  to  reafon,  efpecially  if  their 
manners  are  irreproachable.  For  it  is  but 
too  often  the  cafe,  that  people  of  this  con¬ 
dition  of  life,  who  fleer  clear  of  cenfure  in 
regard  to  their  morals,  imagine  themfelves 
above  controul.  And  yet  it  is  a  moot 
point  which  of  the  two  may  be  termed 
the  mofl  dangerous,  a  debauched,  or  an 
enthufiaflic  priefl :  though  experience  feems 
to  have  determined  the  point.  But,  as  I 
obferved  to  you  before,  we  are  troubled 
with  both  inconveniencies ;  on  the  one  hand, 

O  4  our 
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our  miffionaries  raife  dirturbances  by  their 
dec!amat,oIls ,  and  on  the  other,  the  recol- 

MS  Who  are  jointly  concerned  in 

the  admtntftration  of  Ipiritual  affairs,  fet  a 

c-lTp;t to  the  common  “pe¬ 
nance,  ->o- 

Tn.e  holff aI  is  ferved  bY  fix  brothers  of 
ie  .charitable  confraternity.  With  regard 

°  feoPIej  as  Wc]I  as  the  recollects, 
you  (hall  fearce  meet  with  a  common 

okhei  m  the  whole  army,  but  leads  afar 

better  lift,  than  they.  Nay,  they  do  not 

ihem  to  think  that  charity  is  a  virtue ;  for 

were  it  not  that  the  governor  has  a  careful 

eye  over  their  conduct,  the  poor  people 

.  lat  are  lent  to  this  hofpital,  would  be  fore 

of  being  fent  to  their  grave.  Yet  the  kina- 

pays  them  as  generoully,  as  if  they  deferred 

us  benevolence.  To  each  of  the  fathers  he 

allows  five  hundred  livres  a  year,  a  thoufand 

Jwres  for  their  board,  three  thoufand  for 

the  furniture  and  utenflls  of  the  hofpital,  and 

fix  hundred  for  the  purchafe  of  medicines 

confomed  throughout  the  year.  For  every 

fol- 
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foldier  under  their  care,  they  are  allowed 
lixteen  fous  a  day,  befides  his  ration  of 
bread,  which  is  valued  at  above  five  and 
twenty  fous.  For  the  other  people  of  the 
colony,  who  are  received  into  the  hofpital 
on  the  king’s  account,  they  are  likewife 
allowed  five  and  twenty  fous;  and  they 
expect  more  from  the  burghers,  and  other 
inhabitants  that  chufe  to  be  there  at  their 
own  expence.  They  have  the  larged:, 
ftrongefl,  and  moft  commodious  houfe 
in  the  colony.  They  have  likewife  three 
different  habitations  in  the  bed:  parts  of 
the  ifland,  where  they  breed  poultry  and 
cattle ;  which  indeed  would  perfectly  enable 

them  to  do  their  duty  towards  the  fick,  if 
they  were  fo  difpofed. 

But  I  take  upon  me  to  affirm,  that  they 
never  will  do  it,  and  there  is  no  other  way 
to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  infirm,  than 
to  place  a  furgeon  in  the  hofpital,  with 
a  power  to  infpedt  the  drugs,  it  being 
known  that  thofe  charitable  brethren  ge¬ 
nerally  confult  their  own  profit,  and  not 
the  prefervation  of  the  patient.  Their 

be- 
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behaviour  in  regard  to  the  fuftenance 
of  the  lick  people,  is  equally  fcandalous : 
fo  that  the  fhorteft  way  would  be  not 
to  employ  them  at  all,  but  fend  them 
back  to  do  penance  in  France.  They 
have  great  need  or  it,  for  befides  what  I 
have  been  mentioning,  there  are  many 
other  matters  for  them  to  repent.  As  they 
are  furgeons,  phydcians,  and  apothecaries 
to  the  whole  colony,  they  are  continually 
roaming  about  from  houfe  to  houfe  5  and, 
God  knows,  what  mifchief  they  do :  at 

*  tf 

lead  I  believe  that  if  there  are  feme  married 
women  who  do  not  complain  of  them, 
there  may  be  feveral  hufoands  who  have 
a  great  deal  to  lay  to  their  charge.  Indeed 
in  the  chirurgical  bufmefs,  the  branch  which 
pleafes  them  the  mod:  is  man-midwifry, 
and  probably  they  have  more  reafon  than 
one  to  be  fond  of  it.  In  fhort,  indecent  as 
thefe  things  may  appear  in  the  recital,  they 
are  far  from  being  exaggerated ;  and  as 
thofe  men  who  ought  to  edify  us  in  their 
different  employments,  do  rather  fet  us  the 
word:  of  examples  ■,  I  am  for  abfolutely 

expelling 
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expelling  them  all.  In  their  room  I  fhould  be 
for  fubftituting  the  grey  filters,  who  in  ge¬ 
neral  are  far  more  capable  of  nurfing  the 
fick  than  any  man  whatever ;  and  virtuous 
women  are  qualified  for  every  decent  em¬ 
ployment. 

We  have  fome  religious  women  here, 
that  call  themfelves  of  the  community 
eftablifhed  at  Quebec,  whofe  province  it  is 
to  fupervife  the  education  of  young  girls ; 
and  thefe  are  women  of  true  piety:  but 
they  have  hardly  either  lodging  or  viftuals 
to  eat,  while  the  fturdy  indolent  friar  is 
ready  to  bur  ft  with  fat.  I  confefs  I  am 
fomewhat  angry  upon  the  fubjett,  and  my 
warmth  hinders  me  from  feeing  that  per¬ 
haps  I  am  troublefome  to  you,  by  taking 
up  fo  much  of  your  time  upon  the  fame 
objeft.  Let  us  therefore  proceed  to  the 
military  ftate  of  the  ifland. 

Before  the  war,  the  military  ftate  of  Cape 
Bieton  confifted  of  the  following  ftaff-ofii- 
cers,  namely,  the  king’s  lieutenant,  a  major, 
an  aid-major,  and  the  king’s  lieutenant  in 
the  illand  of  St.  John.  The  troops  on  foot 


were 
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were  to  the  number  of  eight  French  com- 
•pames,  each  of  feyenty  men,  commanded 
7  a  captain,  a  lieutenant,  two-  enfigns, 
with  a  detachment  of  five  hundred  Swifs’ 
cf  the  regiment  of  Karrer.  Thefe  troops 
we^e  in  ganifon  atLouifburg,  from  whence 
a  company  was  fent  to  the  ifland  of  St. 
John,  and  another  to  the  Royal  battery; 
which  were  relieved  ^regularly  every  year. 

leie  was  alfo  a  detachment  ordered  to  Port 
Toiihufe,  another  to  Port  Dauphin,  and 
a  third  io  the  little  ifland  battery.  Since 
tlie  reflitution  of  Cape  Breton,  the  garrifon 
has  been  increafed  to  four  and  twenty 
Fitncii  companies,  of  fifty  men  each.  The 
Raff- officers  have  been  put  upon  the  ancient 
footing, ,  and  there  has  been  another  diftri- 
bution  of  the  garrifon  in  proportion  to  its 
augmentation.  Befides  thefe  four  and  twenty 
companies  of  regular  troops,  the  colony 
Las  been  ftrengthened  once  more  by  a  com¬ 
pany  of  bombardiers,  who  had  been  here 
iome  yeais  before,  and  are  of  very  great 
iervice  in  time  of  war.  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fay,  Sir,  that  there  are  no  abufes  in 
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regard  to  thefe  troops  ;  for  I  muft  be  fincere. 
What  I  can  fairly  declare  on  the  occafion, 
is  that  thofe  abufes  are  not  owing  to  any 

want  of  regulations  and  inftrudlions  from 

♦  % 

the  court  to  the  commanding  officers:  but 
if  we  continue  to  obferve  them  no  better 

I 

l  •  j  »  .  p  #  f  t-# 

than  thofe  which  concern  the  fortifications, 
I  may  fafely  prophecy,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  we  have  fo  many  brave  fellows  to  defend 
us  (not  to  mention  the  inhabitants,  whofe 
number  in  the  town  of  Louifburg  alone 
amounts  to  four  thoufand,  about  eight 
hundred  of  whom  are  able  to  bear  arms) 
we  run  a  rifk  of  falling  once  more  under 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  whenever  they 
fiiall  think  proper  to  befiege  us. 

Is  it  not  therefore  the  part  of  an  honeft 
citizen  to  lament  the  annual  lofs  of  men, 
and  money,  owing  to  the  bad  admin  iftration 
of  thofe  who  abufe  the  ear  of  the  prince  ? 
Therefore  I  have  not  done  with  my  com¬ 
plaints  ;  and  I  know  you  too  well,  not  to 
be  convinced  that  you  muft  fympathize 
with  me  on  fo  melancholy  a  fubjett.  I  am, 
S  I  R,  Yours,  &c. 
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letter  xiii 

ffrlb°Tmj  °f  l°‘b  ^ 

refiel.  ‘  "*  *  **>  »  *' 

SIR, 

T RA°E,  !*  at  Prefen‘  one  Of  the  prin. 

countriTin0^3  °f  gOVernment  “  »oft 
that  flows  from  fource_  .t  ^  to 

and  co  erent  na&0nS  ty  mUtUa!  interofts 
T  oonvemenctes,  which  are  afterwards 

andfo  1  ^  habk  and  rorrefP°ndence, 
fociety.™  'he  ”°ft  M“S  ‘ieS  of  human 

This  maxim  is  fo  well  underlined  by  the 

££  D-».  «*  ^  feems  i 

he  baiis  of  all  their  politics,  fo  that  there 

hardly  a  country  with  which  they  have 
not  eftabhlhed  a  regular  traffic.  And  I 
make  no  manner  of  doubt,  but  that  the 
prodigious  influence  which  thofe  nations 
ave  on  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and  the 
ea  e  with  which  they  fucceed  in  their  fe¬ 
vers  negotiations,  are  owing  to  the  con- 

.  ne&ions 
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ne<5tions  originally  introduced,  and  after¬ 
wards  made  neceffary,  by  commerce.  It 
is  amazing  that  the  French  fhould  not  have 
been  fenfibie  of  fo  effential  an  article,  till 
after  all  other  nations ;  and  that  they  could 
have  fo  long  buffered  the  Dutch  to  run 
away  with  their  trade;  when  they  might 
have  carried  it  on  to  fuch  an  advantage 
themfelves. 

i  Mr  -  f  •  e  •*  *  * 

And  indeed  France  has  within  herfelf  the 
riche!!  materials  of  commerce  of  any  country 
in  Europe.  The  whole  kingdom  almoft  is 
fruitful  and  cultivated.  She  has  a  prodi¬ 
gious  number  of  manufactures ;  and  her 
colonies  alone  afford  a  yearly  fupply  of 
commodities  nearly  to  the  value  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  millions  of  livres,  by  which  a  consi¬ 
derable  navigation  is  fupported.  This  pro¬ 
duces  an  immenfe  quantity  of  fuperfluities, 
which  can  only  be  a  burthen  to  her,  unlefs 
they  are  exported  to  other  nations ;  but 
the  promoting  a  foreign  confumption  of 
them,  muff  neeeffarily  raife  her  to  the 
higheff  degree  of  power. 

Such  a  fund  of  commerce  ought  naturally 

to 
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to  conned- the  French  with  all  other  na-' 
tions.  There  are  but  very  few  that  do  not 
make  ufe  of  our  commodities,  nay,  that  do 
not  eagerly  defire  them,  and  give  them  the 
preference.  We  Ihould  therefore  have  en¬ 
couraged  them  all  to  enter  our  harbours,  and 
have  taken  off  of  their  hands  whatever  they 
were  able  to  import  to  us,  without  preju¬ 
dicing  our  own  national  intereft.  By  this 
method  we  might  have  increafed  the  num¬ 
ber  and  competition  of  purchafers there 
would  have  been  a  much  greater  demand 
for  our  goods,  and  a  quicker  confumption ; 
the  confequence  of  which  would  be,  that 
the  price  of  commodities  would  have  ri fen, 
or  at  leafi:  been  maintained  upon  a  very 
advantageous  footing. 

But  inftead'  of  purfuing  this  meafure,  we 
have  taken  quite  a  contrary  ftep.  With¬ 
out  concerning  ourfelves  about  other  na¬ 
tions,  we  have  relied  upon  the  Dutch  alone 
for  the  management'  of  our  whole  com¬ 
merce.  This  is  the  foundation  of  the  fe- 
veral  tieaties  concluded  with  thole  people, 
wherein  we  have  favoured  them  with  moll 

exor- 
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exorbitant  privileges,  Inch 
patible  vvitli  the  commerce 


as  were  incom- 
of  other  nations. 


If  fo  extraordinary  a  conduct  were  not 


repugnant  to  reafon.  Hill  experience  would 
convince  us  of  its  abfurdity.  Before  thefe 
treaties  our  feas  were  covered  with  fhips 
from  the  north  and  from  the  Baltic ;  but 
fmee  that  time,  for  one  Danilh,  or  Swedilh 
veffel,  that  we  fee  in  our  harbours,  we  have 
a  hundred  Dutch.  Therefore  as  navigation 
is  together  the  means  and  the  caufe  of 
commerce,  our  commodities  were  all  ex¬ 
ported,  to  our  great  national  detriment,  to 
Holland  ;  for  nothing  contributes  fo  much 
to  lower  the  price  of  merchandize,  as  colleef- 
mg  too  large  a  quantity  in  one  fpot.  Befides, 
as  only  a  very  fmall  part  of  our  commo¬ 
dities  was  confumed  in  Holland,  and  the 
reft  were  to  be  forwarded  to  the  north  and 
to  the  Baltic  for  a  fecond  market,  it  was 
the  intereft  of  the  Dutch  to  keep  them 
down  at  fo  low  a  price,  that  they  might 
be  gainers  by  felling  them  again,  and  other 
nations  fnould  not  find  their  account  in 
fetching  them  from  France,  which  indeed 


\ 
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the  extraordinary  duties  prevented  them 
from  doing. 

This  fyftem  of  commerce  had  like  to 
have  been  the  ruin  of  France.  The  Dutch 
difpofed  of  our  moft  valuable  commodities 
in  what  manner  they  pleafed.  They  ex¬ 
ported  our  goods  at  our  own  expence,  and 
at  our  own  rifk ;  and  finding  themfelves 
fupplied  in  fuch  plenty,  they  turned  this 
very  circumftance  to  our  difadvantage,  by 
fixing  our  commodities  at  an  arbitrary 
price,  generally  relative  to  their  markets  in 
the  north.  On  the  other  hand,  this  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  price  at  Amfterdam,  was  felt 
over  the  red:  of  Europe;  for  the  Dutch 
ufed  to  regulate  the  current  price  of  all 
merchandizes,  and  France  was  obliged  to 
follow  them  ;  in  confequence  of  which  the 
price  of  French  goods  was  fometimes  re¬ 
duced  to  fuch  a  point,  that  they  cofl  our- 
felves  twice  the  value  of  what  we  were 
offered  for  them. 

It  was  therefore  of  the  utmoft  importance 

to  fet  afide  thofe  treaties,  which  deftroyed 

* 

the  finews  of  our  government,  excluded 

us 
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us  from  the  Baltic,  of  courfe  prevented  the 
vellels  of  that  part  of  the  world  from  en¬ 
tering  our  ports,  and  almoft  inti  rely  broke 
off  all  correfpondence  between  France  and 
the  northern  Hates.  For  commerce  is  the 
firmed:  and  mod:  lafting  connexion  betwixt 
different  nations.  To  this  ail  other  reafons 
of  ftate  ought  to  give  way. 

How  greatly  muft  we  therefore  have 
buffered  in  our  politics,  from  the  almoft 
total  interruption  of  trade,  to  which  we 
were  reduced  by  our  treaties  with  the 
Dutch  ?  For  this  is  what  happened,  and 
what  will  always  happen,  whenever  we 
take  it  into  our  heads  to  conclude  an 
exclufive  treaty  with  any  nation.  The 
Dutch  in  all  the  treaties  of  commerce  be- 
tween  them  and  us,  have  had  one  fettled 
plan,  to  obtain  conditions  exclufive  of  our 
trading  with  any  other  ffate  but  them- 
felves,  or  advantages  fo  extraordinary  and 
exorbitant  as  muft  be  equivalent  to  an 
exclufion.  By  this  method  they  have  com¬ 
pletely  diverted  the  channel  of  intercourfc 
between  us  and  the  northern  nations.  They 

°  2  have 
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have  eftablifhed  their  own  regulations  to 
our  piejudice.  For  it  may  be  truly  af¬ 
firmed,  that  treaties  of  this  kind,  founded 
in  the  miftaken  notions  of  our  minifters, 
and  where  it  is  evident  that  the  feveral 
articles  tend  to  an  exclufive  commerce  with 
the  Dutch,  can  neither  be  concluded  nor 
maintained  without  a  moft  refined  policy, 
on  their  fide,  fo  as  to  infpire  us  with  jea- 
loufy,  and  even  averfion,  'again#  thofe  na¬ 
tions,  with  whom  it  is  their  interefl  to 
prevent  us  from  having  any  connection. 

The  Englifh,  on  the  other  hand,  though 
fometimes  deceived  by  the  artifices  of  the 
Dutch,  have  been  particularly  careful  to 
watch  their  motions,  and  to  endeavour  to 
pai  take  of  the  benefit  of  the  treaties  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  republic ;  and  perhaps  our 
ill-judged  preference  on  this  occafion  has 
contributed  more  to  their  averfion  from  us, 
than  the  ancient  jealoufy  between  the  two 
nations.  Hence  we  find  that  the  conflant 
aim  of  both  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  is  to 
exclude  F ranee  as  the  only  formidable  rival. 
They  endeavour  to  render  her  either  odious 

or 
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or  obfcure,  to  prevent  their  fubjects  from 
trading  directly  to  her  harbours,  and  from 
contracting  fuch  habits  as' tend  mftnfilfy  to 
remove  any  popular  prejudices  arid  the  feed? 

of  divifion,  to  the  end  4l  at  they  may  be 

able  to  preferve  their  alliances,  and  their 

influence  in  all  public  negotiations. 

Such  being  the  ftate  of  affairs,  our  mi- 
nifteis  muff  meet  with  infinite  difficulties, 
in  making  any  impreffion  on  foreign  courts. 

The  minds  of  the  inhabitants  muff;  be 
difpofed  co  feai  or  jealouly,  according  to 
the  pi  ej unices  icceived  from  our  rivals  in 
commerce  •  fo  that  they  will  have  no  con¬ 
nection  with  us.  The  members  of  the 
government  are  almoft  as  ffrongly  pre- 
poflefled  again  ft  us  as  the  common 
people.  The  prefent  intereft  fpeaks  only 
in  favour  of  the  Engliffi  and  the  Dutch, 
with  whom  they  have  contracted  a  fa¬ 
miliarity’  by  the  old  connections  of  com¬ 
merce  5  fo  that  no  credit  is  paid  but  to 
thefe  people,  who  are  treated  on  the  foot¬ 
ing  of  friends.  With  thefe  they  trade  and 
eonverfe,  and  to  thefe  they  think  them- 

3  felves 
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felvcs  indebted  lor  their  wealth.  But 
^  they  to  open  their  eyes  to  tiieir 
i  e^.1  imeielis,  and  leiolve  upon  ente^m^ 
into  the  ftrictefc  intimacy  with  France, 
they  would  be  diverted  from  any  fuch 
pi.,  pole  by  tne  treaties  fubfifting  be¬ 
tween  the  Dutch  and  us,  which  would 
intirely  deldroy  their  commerce,  their  na¬ 
vigation,  and  their  fifheries.  Befides 
their  commodities  would  be  either  prohi- 
bueo,  01  made  iubjedt  to  impofts  from 
which  the  Dutch  were  exempted  •  fo  that 
they  would  look  upon  us  with  an  eye  of 
indifference,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
paid  the  utmoft  refpeef  to  the  Englilh  and 
tire  Dutch;  and  every  reafon  of  ftate  would 
inauce  them  to  preferve  their  alliance  with 
thole  nations.  It  is  true,  the  abolition  of’ 
thefe  treaties  would  repair  the  damage ; 
but  with  great  difficulty  and  length  of  time. 

t  he  people  s  minds  are  alienated  ;  and  their 

* 

correfpondences  and  acquaintances  are  fettled 
with  otner  nations :  obfracles  that  even  in¬ 
terest  itfelf  does  not  always  furmount. 

This  digreilion.  Sir,  upon  trade  in  ge¬ 
neral, 
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neral,  which  to  you  perhaps  may  appear 
mifplaced,  is  not  fo  however,  confidering 
the  influence  which  the  fubjeft  in  hand  has 
on  the  commerce  of  Cape  Breton. 

Had  we  regained  the  affection  cf  the 
Englifh  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  when  the  two  courts  feemed  to  be 
fo  favourably  inclined  towards  each  other; 
and  had  we  given  to  them  the  preference 
before  a  nation,  of  whom  we  had  far  more 
reafon  to  complain,  and  who  fooner  or 
later  are  apt  to  requite  our  favours  with 
ingratitude,  our  affairs  would  have  taken 
a  very  different  turn.  But  in  vain  did  we 
promife  at  that  time  to  fettle  a  treaty  of 
commerce  advantageous  to  both  nations  ; 
and  in  vain  were  thofe  promifes  renewed  in 
the  treaty  of  1718.  Nothing  of  all  this 
has  been  done.  Hence  it  is  that  the 
two  kingdoms  have  continued  at  as  great 
a  diflance  as  ever  ;  and  in  confequence  of 
their  refentments,  have  mutually  prohi¬ 
bited  all  importation  and  exportation  of 
merchandizes,  and  their  bofoms  nourifli 
the  feeds  of  jealoufy  and  envy,  which  are 

P  4  ready 
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ready  to  fhoot  up.  They  watch,  and  en-, 
deavour  to  defeat  each  other’s  fchemes. 
Whatever  tends  to  the  advantage  of  one  of 
thefe  kingdoms,  immediately  becomes  an 
ofcjedl  of  jealoufy  to  the  other;  and  this 
aifpofmen  is  frequently  the  forerunner  of 


an  open  rupture. 

Yet  France  at  prefent  is  fenilble  of  the 
great  occafion  fhe  has  for  opening  her  ports 
to  all  nations,  and  entering  into  a  general 
comma  ce.  For  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that 
experience  and  necefhty  muft  have  fhewn 
hei  the  means  of  extending  and  fecuring 
her  different  branches  of  trade.  But  will 
her  enemies  confent  to  it  ?  Will  not  the 


Enghfli  oppofe  her  out  of  fpite,  and  the 
Dutch  through  intereft  ?  A  fermentation 
is  railed  m  our  minds,  and  we  ourfelves 
teem  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  a  people,  by 
whom  we  know  ourfelves  to  be  mortally 
hatea.  I  am  afraid  indeed  the  opportunity 
will  offer  but  too  loon.  Yet  how  great  a  dif¬ 
ference  would  it  be  to  thefe  infant  colonies, 
confideiing  the  periodical  calamities  under 


wmcn  they  groan, 


could  they  enjoy  but  a 

fuffi- 
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{Efficient  duration  of  peace  with  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  by  means  of  a  regular  and  juft 
commerce,  {hoot  up  to  a  <  a.  •  e  heighth 
and  improvement.  I  would  venture  to  fay 
that  the  connections  being  once  e.ftablifheb, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  break  them  ;  that 
our  animofities  would  fubfide;  and  we  fhould 
hot  have  always  the  tame  work  to  begin 
again.  Would  to  God  it  was  in  my  power 
to  divert  the  ftonn,  which  I  fee  gathering 
over  our  heads.  It  is  really  my  regard 
for  the  general  good  of  mankind,  and  the 
particular  advantage  of  my  own  country, 
that  excites  thefe  lentiments  within  my 
bread; ;  and  it  becomes  a  cofmopoiirc  as  well 
as  an  honeft  citizen,  to  point  out  the 
means  of  improving  our  commerce  as  1 
have  dqne.  Nothing  further  remains  than 
to  ihew  likewife  the  advantages  thereof ; 
which  I  fhall  be  able  to  effedt  in  my 
next,  f  or  this  end  I  have  only  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  internal  commerce  of  the 
ill  and,  with  the  trade  now  carried  on  with 
foreign  nations,  and  laft  of  all  with  that 
Which  ought  to  be  prohibited.  1  am,  &c. 

LET-' 


/ 


,  LETTER  XIV. 

Account  of  the  trade  continued ;  of  the  com¬ 
merce  which  ought  to  be  efablijhed  at  Cafe 
Breton  ;  and  cj  that  which  is  now  carried 
or  with  the  merchants  of  New-England. 


S  I  R, 

jj  ^  L  m°ft  efiential,  and  almoft  the 
onl^/  bianch  of  trade  at  prelent  carried 
on  in  our  colony,  is  that  of  the  cod-filhery. 
This  is  what  fupports  the  inhabitants,  and 
finds  them  employment,  confequently  is 
the  article  which  the  government  ought 

mold  to  encourage  for  the  general  good  of 
the  country. 

The  exportation  of  dry  cod  is  effeaed 
by  means  of  the  fhips  that  come  from 
fiance,  and  from  the  French  iflarids  in  the 
Weft-Indies.  From  France  they  bring 
every  thing  requifite  for  the  different  vef- 
lels  and  boats  employed  in  the  filhery :  as 
line  wife  to  the  inhabitants  the  necefiaries 
of  life.  I  he  fale  of  thefe  commodities  is 
made  in  the  currency  of  the  country,  ac- 
coiding  to  the  greater  or  lefler  fcarcity  of 


pro- 
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provifions,  in  exchange  for  cod  fometimes 
by  quintal,  a  quintal  and  a  fourth,  a 
quintal  and  a  third;  but  never  higher; 
otherwife  it  woyltl  be  a  proof  that  there  is 
great  fcarcity  of  provifions  in  the  colony. 

The  fame  veffels  are  likevvife  laden  with 
the  neceffary  apparel  for  tire  inhabitants, 
as  well  as  with  the  utenfils  and  different 
moveables  fuited  to  their  ufe.  1  hefe  goods 
the  captains  of  fhips  either  fell  for  fums  of 
money  payable  at  their  departure,  or  for 
ready  fpecie  ;  and  the  produce  cf  this  com¬ 
pletes  the  cargo  of  cod-filh  which  they  take 
with  them  upon  their  return  to  France. 
Sometimes  it  will  happen  that  a  captain  of 
a  fhip,  after  difpofing  of  his  cargo,  fhall 
have  more  fpecie  than  is  neceffary  to  pur- 
chafe  his  lading,  and  then  he  takes  the 
balance  in  bills-  of  exchange.  Sometimes 
the  cafe  may  be  that  the  filh  is  very  dear, 
and  then  he  takes  only  to  the  amount  of 
thofe  goods  which  he  mult  necellarily  bar¬ 
ter,  and  then  it  follows  that  he  brings  back 
a  greater  number  of  bills  of  exchange  with 
him. 


The 
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Tne  ftips  from  the  Weft-Indies  import 
yrups,  ugar,  coftee,  and  tobacco,  but  in 

cod^rT7,  fwT in  exchanse  f°r  ">e 

'  ecaufe  of  the  communication 

between  th,s  part  of  America  for  the  main- 

nntance  of  the  negros  employed  in  the 
Weft-India  trade. 

,  Al  th“  Co!,on)'  of  is  too  inconft- 

o-,abie  for  the  confumption  of  thefe  for, 

»PC,  fogar,  coffee,  &c.  in  order  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  faie  and  exportation  of  them,  as 
well  for  the  advantage  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  place,  as  for  that  of  the  merchants 
or  the  Caribbee  iflands,  the  Englilh  are 
permitted  to  come  and  trade  to  this  colony, 
and  to  export  this  fort  of  provifions,  of 

v  1 IC1  they  ftand  in  great  need.  This  is 
a  very  beneficial  commerce  to  us,  provided 
rt  be  under  a  proper  regulation,  and  that 
the  Englilh  import  no  fort  of  merchandize 
capable  of  prejudicing  the  commerce  of 
r  ranee,  and  efpecially  that  they  import  no 
cod-fifii.  The  prohibition  of  the  latter  is 
t  le  Wronger  for  this  reafon,  as  it  would  be 
infinitely  detrimental  to  the  colony,  fince 

* 

'  ,  ■  this 
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tliis  filhery  is  our  only  fupport.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  we  ought  to  be  very  attentive 
to  this  article,  becaule  as  the  Englifh  have 
more  extenlive  colonies  than  we,  and  a 
greater  filhery,  they  naturally  look  out  for 
a  vent  for  thefe  commodities :  beiides  the 
temptation  of  interofl  might  prompt  fome 
di  (honeft  people  among  ourfelves  to  deal 
vyith  them ;  for,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
our  cod-fifh  is  dearer  than  theirs. 

However,  they  are  permitted  to  import 
provifions  of  various  forts,  as  legumes, 
cattle,  poultry,  maze,  or  Indian  wheat, 
oats,  planks,  fhingles,  timber,  and  bricks. 
As  thefe  forts  of  goods  are  not  always 
fufficient  to  make  their  returns,  they  pay 
the  balance  in  fpecie,  and  they  likewife  fell 
to  our  merchants  a  kind  of  boats,  called 
goelettes ,  which  come  cheaper  than  if  they 
were  made  in  the  country,  and  are  far 
more  durable,  being  of  much  better  wood 
than  thofe  of  Cape  Breton.  As  there  are 
very  fevere  prohibitions  againft  giving  any 
money  to  the  Englifh,  and  on  the  contrary 
we  ought  to  receive  the  balance  in  fpecie 

from 
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from  them,  the  trade  with  that  nation 
muft  needs  be  advantageous  to  our  colo¬ 
nies,  and  make  us  defire  a  peace.  Yet  it 
would  be  Hill  infinitely  more  to  our  in- 
tereft,  were  we  to  make  the  moll  we  can 
of  the  country,  in  the  manner  I  fhall  point 
out  in  •  another  letter.  In  that  cafe,  our 
iflands  being  provided  with  neceffaries, 
would  be  abfolutely  independent  of  every 
kind  of  commerce,  that  did  not  redound 
mtirely  to  their  advantage.  With  refpeft 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  iflands 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  we  muft  give  them 
fome  money  as  a  bait ;  for  they  are  ex¬ 
tremely  greedy  after  it,  as  there  is  profit 
upon  the  fpecie  from  hence  to  the  Weft- 
Indies  :  but  what  little  we  gave  them, 
would,  if  we  pleafed,  be  but  a  very  in- 
confiderable  part  of  the  circulation  of  the 
Englifh  fpecie,  which  as  you  may  eafily 
peiccive,  muft  make  our  fortunes,  if  a 

ftnct  regai d  was  paid  to  union  and 
commerce. 

The  fifliermeu  of  this  country  generally 
go  out  a  fi filing  in  their  fh allops.  For 

the 
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the  better  conducing  of  this  work,  they 
endeavour  to  have  thirty  fix  months  to 
aflift  them,  and  thefe  being  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary,  the  public  good  requires  they 
fhould  not  be  wanting.  Thefe  thirty  fix 
months  are  men  hired  on  the  coaft  of 
Normandy  and  Britany,  to  go  over  to 
America  and  ferve  for  that  fpace  of  time. 
The  captains  of  (hips,  who  come  to  this 
part  of  America,  are  obliged  by  the  king’s 
ordonnances,  to  tranfport  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  them,  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of 
their  veflels.  The  greateft  part  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  even  thofe  who  make  the  bell 
figure  in  the  colony,  came  over  firft  upon 
this  footing.  Thefe  are  the  people,  who 
confining  themfelves  intirely  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  country,  tranfatt  the  whole 
of  it  by  commifiion.  It  is  they  that  employ 
men  in  catching  the  fifii,  and  that  fur- 
nifti  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants.  They 
ftrike  at  every  thing,  and  are  always 
ready  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
ftrangers.  Nay,  they  frequently  advance 
money  t<?  the  inhabitants,  and  then  oblige 

them 
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them  to  fell  their  fifh  at  a  low  price,  when 

they  might  difpole  of  it  to  a  much  greater 
advantage  to  foreign  traders.  They  do 
-  worfe,  for  when  the  poor  people  happen  to 
be  diftreffed  in  winter  for  provifions*  they 
fell  the  lame  fill  to  them  again  at  a  very 
exorbitant  price.  This  fort  of  abufe  does  a 


great  deal  of  damage  to  the  colony  j  but 
there  is  no  remedying  it,  unlefs  you  can 
punifh  forne  of  the  leading  men,  who  are 

oftentimes  the  encouragers  and  tools  of  this 
iniquitous  practice.  , 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  fame  attention 
ought  to  be  paid  to  thefe  points,  as  to  the 
lung’s  edids  concerning  contraband  trade; 
yet  I  will  ingenuoufly  own  to  you  that 
we  are  equally  deficient  in  both  refpeas. 
ISiOt  but  that  the  means  of  obferving  them 
are  pofiible,  as  you  may  judge  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarks. 


It  is  evident,  that  fo  long  as  we  (land 
in  need  of  the  commodities  of  our  neigh¬ 
bours,  we  ought  to  trade  with  them ;  it  is 
alio  evident,  that  when  we  can  do  with¬ 
out  thofe  commodities,  their  trade  with  us 

may 
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nlay  be  doubly  to  our  advantage,  and  of 
courfe  it  is  our  intereft  to  encourage  it, 
and  to  put  ourfelves  into  that  happy  fitua- 
tion.  But  it  is  equally  evident  that  all 
intercourfe  whatever  would  become  preju¬ 
dicial  to  the  Hate,  and  of  courfe  in  time 
to  individuals,  if  by  conniving  at  a  contra¬ 
band  trade,  we  occafioned  the  ruin  of  our 
own  commerce  and  manufactures.  There¬ 
fore  this  inconveniency  cannot  be  too  much 
guarded  againft  ;  for  which  reafon  I  have 
thrown  together  the  following  hints. 

The  contraband  trade  confiffs  in  meal, 
bifcuit,  pitch,  and  tar,  and  all  forts  of  dry¬ 
goods,  as  fluffs,  toys,  and  other  Englifh  mer¬ 
chandize,  but  particularly  cod-fifh.  Yet  thefe 
different  forts  of  commodities  are  not  only 
fold  in  the  harbour  of  Louifburg  ;  but  the 
fame  trade  is  alfo  carried  on  in  the  other 
ports  and  havens  of  the  two  iflands. 

The  following  is  the  common  praClice  at 
Louifburg.  The  captains  of  Englifh  fhips 
are  obliged  to  fhew  their  bills  of  lading  ; 
but  they  take  care  to  mention  only  fucli 
goods  as  are  permitted,  and  fo  ufeful  to 

Q.  this 
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this  colony,  that  we  Can  neither  do  witft- 
ont  them,  nor  have  them  from  France.  I 
own  indeed  that  upon  their  fir  ft  arrival,  a 
guard  is  fent  on  board  to  prevent  breaking 
bulk,  before  the  veffel  has  been  vifited  by 
the  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  who  are  to 
make  their  report  whether  there  are  any 
other  goods  than  thofe  which  the  governor 
and  commiffary  have  permitted  to  be  brought 
afliore,  and  whether  the  bill  of  lading  be 
faithful  and  exacf.  But  thefe  precautions, 
are  of  little  ufe.  Thofe  who  are  en- 
trufted  with  this  office,  are  very  remifs. 
They  make  this  inqueft  in  a  carelefs  man¬ 
ner;  and  after  they  have  done  vifiting,  and 
the  cuftom-houfe  officer  is  withdrawn,  the 
Englifli  captains,  who  generally  hold  a 
correfpondence  with  private  traders  in  the 
town,  find  means  in  the  dark  night  to 
fmuggle  fome  of  the  moll  portable  mer¬ 
chandize,  unmentioned  in  the  bill  of  lading. 
In  regard  to  heavy  commodities,  fuch  as 
cod-fifh,  flour  and  bifcuit,  there  are  like- 
wife  merchants  in  town,  who  contrive  tQ 
get  thofe  goods  removed  in  the  night  from 

on 
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on  board  the  Englifh  into  French  veflels  : 
fome  of  thefe  they  enter,  and  the  re- 
-  mainder  they  fend  to  other  parts  of  the 
colony. 

There  is  alfo  another  manner  of  carrying 
on  a  contraband  trade.  Some  of  our  mer¬ 
chants  in  this  place,  under  pretence  of 
purchafing  a  quantity  of  cod-fifli  at  Gafpe, 
or  at  Paves,  both  of  which  are  dependent 
on  the  government  of  Quebec,  and  where 
it  is  cheaper  than  in  our  iflands,  give  di¬ 
rections  for  buying  it  in  Newfoundland 
and  at  the  ifland  of  St.  Peter’s,  which 
belong  to  the  Englifh. 

Since  the  red  j  tut  ion  of  Louifburg,  we 
have  frequently  feen  merchants  from  the 
Elands  of  St.  Domingo,  Guadeloupe,  and 
Mai  tinico,  who  come  as  pallengers  on 
board  of  Englifh  vefTels.  The  captains 
make  fome  day  here,  under  pretence  Oi 
^  cli.  goods  as  are  permitted ; 

and  when  they  have  difpofed  of  part,  the 
pretended  paffengers  afk  leave  to  purchafe 
thefe  very  fhips  together  with  their  cargo’s, 
i&hich  confld  chiefly  in  cod  and  other 

Q  2 
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merchandize,  not  mentioned  in  the  bill  of 
lading.  Afterwards  they  difpofe  of  thefe 
goods  to  other  parts  of  the  colony,  and 
divide  the  profits,  as  it  is  but  juft,  with 
the  Englifh  owners  of  thofe  fhips,  who  are 
only  at  the  trouble  of  changing  their  flag. 
On  the  contrary,  fhould  the  whole  cargo 
be  fold  off,  the  Frenchman,  in  whofe  name 
tiiis  flnp  appears  to  have  been  purchafed, 
takes  in  a  little  fifh  merely  for  form  fake, 
then  pietends  he  has  completed  his  cargo, 
and  is  going  to  fell  it  at  Martinico.  The 
officers  belonging  to  the  cuftom-houfe  be¬ 
lieve  him  upon  his  word,  and  fign  his  bill 
of  lading,  upon  which  he  returns  very  fafe 
to  Bofton  wdth  Englifh  hands.  At  his  de¬ 
parture  from  Louifburg  he  puts  out  a  French 
flag  $  and  as  foon  as  he  gets  to  fea,  he  hoifts 
Englifh  colours.  The  fame  game  he  plays 
after  he  has  taken  in  what  lading  of  fifli 
he  pleafes  at  Bofton  or  elfewhere,  and  in 
this  manner  he  arrives  fafe  at  the  French 
iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  where  he  fells 
A  his  cargo,  for  the  account  of  thofe  who 
employ  him  in  this  hazardous  practice. 

They 
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They  do  not  ufe  fo  much  precaution  in 
the  other  ports  and  harbours  of  Cape  Breton. 
As  there  have  been  no  officers  yet  appoint¬ 
ed  to  fearch  foreign  veffiels,  the  inhabitants 
have  no  fcruple  to  buy  their  cod  ;  which 
they  afterwards  carry  to  Louifburg,  and  fell 
it  there,  as  the  produce  of  their  own  filhery. 
Further,  there  are  feveral  merchants  at 
Louifburg,  who  have  commiffioners  to  buy 
this  fifh  in  diftant  havens,  and  bring  it 
to  this  town  ;  then  putting  it  on  board 
their  own  veffels,  where  they  have  fome 
fifh  already,  they  export  it  to  the  French 
iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  underhand  prac¬ 
tices,  the  money  goes  out  of  the  country  > 

whereas,  confidering  the  quantity,  and 

*  .  .  ,  ,  , 

efpecially  the  quality  of  our  fifh,  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  trade  fhould  be  in  our  favour. 
Nay,  we  feem  to  connive  at  this  abufe, 
while  we  are  extremely  watchful  in  regard 
to  the  negro  trade,  which  is  alfo  prohi¬ 
bited.  Yet  as  it  is  very  difficult  to  commit 
any  fraud  in  the  latter,  without  being  dif* 
covered,  it  needs  not  fuch  a  vigilant  eye  to 

3  over- 
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overlook  it  ;  whereac  th  .  n 

'  rpnnififo  *  tll£  Utooft  care  js 

,  ^  „  m  leSard  to  the  former.  I  fhall 

asst  “ 

tactf  35  ““  En8'iA  “P*  ““  to  an 

,  f’  OU£ht  t0  fcnd<  «  only  a  cor- 

m“’  acc°rding  to  cuftom, 

.  ont  l,  We  an  officer,  who  ffiould  flay  on 

oai  ti  the  fcarch  was  completed.  Firft 

vwccr,„ fuppo&s  him  »  ™»: 

rf°f  “  311 captain 

e  ilup  from^  bnbuig  the  foJdiers.  Se- 

eonui} ,  ns  pretence  would  induce  the 
cuftpm-houfe  people  to  do  their  duty,  ef- 
peciahy  as  he  would  .  be  commiffioned  to 
give  an  account  to  the  governor,  of  the 
manner  nr  which  every  thing  was  tranf. 

It  would  be  likewife  neceflary,  that  the 
perfons  belonging  to  the  cuttom-houfe,  on 
their  part,  made  a  ftrift  fearch  into  every 

%  Z^10ut  exception,  in  the  pretence  of 
t.  ,e  qgicer  s  and  it  would  be  proper,  now 

and 
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and  then,  to  remind  them  of  the  order  and 
punctuality,  with  which  this  fearch  ought 
to  be  performed.  In  fome  cafes  they  fhould 
make  a  fecond  fearch,  when  thofe  veffels 
are  upon  the  point  of  returning  to  their 
own  country.  This  happens  particularly, 
when  the  bill  of  lading  given  in  by  the 
captains,  mentions  only  fuch  goods,  as 
neither  the  governor  noi  the  commiffaiy 
would  fuffer  to  be  landed  $  and  then  it  is 
right  and  prudent  to  inquire,  whether  they 
carry  thole  goods  away  with  them.  In 
fhort,  this  fearch  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  foreign  veffels,  which  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  fold,  and  to  change  their 

flag. 

The  officers  of  the  cuftoms  ought  like- 
wife  to  vifit  all  French  veffels,  efpecially 
thofe  which  are  faid  to  come  from  Gafpe, 
and  Paboze  or  Pavos ;  for  thefe  are  the 
molt  fufpe&ed.  But  in  order  intirely  to 
put  a  flop  to  this  fmuggling,  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Quebec  fhould  appoint  fome  perfon 
at  Gafpe  and  Paboze,  with  a  commiffion 
to  grant  certificates  to  all  captains  of  fliip.s 

Q  4  that 
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that  took  in  any  lading  of  cod-fiih  in  thofe 
P  ,  pecifymg  the  quantity  .  which  cer- 

iificates  the  captains  ihould  be  obliged  to 
pioduce  at  Louifburg. 

When  a  Ihip  is  fufpeaed  of  having  any 
contraband  goods  on  board,  fte  ought  to 
be  ordered  upon  the  key,  becaufe  there  Ihe 
■»  more  m  pubhc  view ,  beftdes,  no  ihip 
and  cargo  fhould  ever  be  difpofed  of,  with¬ 
out  making  a  thorough  fearch.  The  cap- 
lain  of  the  port  ought  alfo  to  take  his 
rounds  every  night,  in  his  boat  or  canoe, 
with  the  utmoft  diligence. 

A,  ,F°P".  execution  of  'befe  meafures 
would  infallibly  prevent  any  further  fmuv- 
glmg  at  Louifburg.  6 

In  regard  to  the  contraband  trade  carried 
on  m  the  other  ports  and  havens  of  the  two 
liJands,  as  there  are  no  cyftom-houfe  offi 

Cers  to  fearch  fhips,  the  want  of  thefe 
might  be  fupplied  by  means  of  redoubts, 
which  the  government  intends  to  ereft  in 
thofe.  parts  j  and  the  commanding  officer 
ou^ht  to  keep  a  ft  riff  look  out  to  prevent 
the  approach  of  fmugglers  and  interlopers. 

He 
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He  fliould  permit  no  foreign  velfels  to 
anchor  there  at  all ;  confequently  they 
would  be  obliged  to  fail  diredlly  to  Louif- 
burg.  But  if  bad  weather,  or  fome  unfore- 
feen  accident  fliould  con  lira  in  any  of  thofe 
velfels  to  put  into  fome  of  our  harbours, 
the  commander  of  the  neareft  redoubt 
may  permit  them  to  take  fhelter,  till 
they  are  in  a  condition  to  get  out  to  fea 
again.  Still  he  ought  to  fend  a  ferjeant, 
or  trufty  corporal  on  board,  to  prevent  their 
landing  goods,  or  any  of  our  people  from 
going  near  them  :  this  ferjeant  fliould  re¬ 
main  on  board  till  the  time  of  their  depar¬ 
ture.  Thus  the  officer,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  obferves  the  rules  of  hofpitality,  in 
granting  all  neceflary  affiflance  to  hangers, 
may  be  faid  to  confult  the  public  welfare. 

Another  part  of  his  duty  would  be,  not 
to  buffer  any  boat  whatever  to  ftir  out  of  the 
harbour  belonging  to  his  own  jurifdi&ion, 
without  having  obtained  an  exprefs  per- 
miffion  from  himfelf  in  writing,  and  taken 
the  declaration  from  the  captain  or  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  place  he  is  bound 

for  j 
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for  ;  and  at  his  return  he  ffiould  carefully 
examine  whether  he  has  not  brought  back 
any  contraband  goods  with  him. 

It  is  however  to  be  prefumed,  that  when 
the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  come  to 
fee  ledoubts  erected  in  the  different  ports  of 
the  two  lflands,  they  will  likewife  appoint 
a  proper  officer  to  manage  their  interefts : 
io  that  at  all  events,  the  contraband  trade 
will  be  intirely  fuppreffied. 

But  I  begin  now  to  perceive,  that  the 
part  of  legillator,  which  methinks  I  have 
acted  tolerably  well,  has  carried  me  far 
beyond  the  bounds  I  had  prefcribed  to  my- 
felf.  I  have  been  fo  prolix,  that  there  is 
no  room  to  infert  a  ffiort  memorial  of  the 
fteps  necelfary  for  a  private  perfon,  or  even 
for  a  governor,  to  enrich  hitnfelf  in  this 
place.  However,  as  thefe  hints  may  be  of 
lervice  to  you,  I  ffiall,  upon  fome  future 
occafion,  communicate  them  to  you  in  ano¬ 
ther  epifile,  after  treating  of  matters  more 
interefting  to  you  at  prefent :  befides,  the 
fubjeft  being  an  affair  of  calculation,  is  dry 
enough  of  itfelf  to  be  confidered  as  fomewhat 

foreign 
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foreign  to  the  purpofe.  But  enough  for  this 
time.  I  am,  &c. 

LETTER  XV. 

Reflexions,  or  conjectures  on  Cape  Breton ;  of 
a fcheme  for  making  Louifburg  impregnable. 
Flans  and  means  propofed  to  the  court  of 
France  by  Count  de  Raymond. 

SIR, 

\A7" you  imagine  it?  The  plea- 
fure  I  formed  to  mylelf  in  drawing 
up  the  regulations  in  my  laft,  has  been 
disturbed  by  fome  very  ugly  reflexions.' 
X)o  not  think  that  this  is  owing  to  any  de¬ 
fect  in  my  projects :  far  from  it }  it  is  rathe? 
becaufe  they  are  extremely  reafonable,  and 
not  only  ufeful,  but  eafy  to  carry  into  exe¬ 
cution.  The  beauty  of  order  and  method 
is  obvious  to  all  the  world.  It  fixes  the  at¬ 
tention  of  an  enemy,  who  perceiving  the 
benefits  we  have  reaped  from  it,  grows 
jealous  at  lafl,  and  endeavours  to  deprive 
us  of  this  advantage.  Befides,  as  it  is  an 
inconveniency  on  the  one  hand,  to  fland  in 

peed  of  the  daily  afliflanee  of  pur  neigh- 

«-  \ 

bour ; 
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bour ;  on  the  other,  it  is  very  dangerous 
to  have  no  occafion  for  any  dealings  with 
him  at  all,  efpecially  when  we  mull  in  con- 
fequence  attempt  to  deprive  him  of  a  moll 
beneficial  branch  of  commerce.  For  then 
the  old  jealoufies  and  ammofities  revive  j 
difficulties  are  flatted  ;  and  endeavours  are 
-  ufed  to  defeat  our  defigns,  as  foon  as  they 
are  begun  to  be  put  into  execution.  Hence 
we  find,'  that  nothing  gives  us  fo  much 
offence,  as  to  lee  a  neighbouring  llate  at¬ 
tempt  to  fhake  off  a  connexion,  which 
has  been  long  to  our  advantage.  Mutual 
dependance  is  certainly  agreeable  to  the 
views  of  the  creation  ;  but  that  which 
arifeth  from  ignorance  on  the  one  hand, 
and  tyranny  on  the  other,  is  infupportable. 
Thefe  confiderafions  have  infenfibly  led  me 
to  an  enquiry  after  a  proper  remedy  againft 
thole  evils ;  and  the  following  appeared  to 
me  the  moll  advifeable.  In  the  firffc  place,  I 
think  that  we  fhould  begin  with  putting 
ourfelves  into  a  proper  'Hate  of  defence 
againll  a  foreign  force,  before  we  endeavour 
to  roufe  it  j  we  fhould  be  fure  of  the  utility 

J 
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©f  our  fchemes,  before  we  publifhed  them ; 
and  it  would  be  even  prudent  to  relinquifh 
fuch  as  could  be  of  no  great  fervice  to  us, 
becaufe  the  publication  would  be  attended 
with  more  danger  than  profit.  Upon  thefe 
principles,  if  the  government  were  in  my 
hands,  I  fhould  fortify  both  thefe  iflands 
by  degrees,  and  as  it  were  in  the  way  of 
amufement.  Far  from  neglecting  the  fecu- 
rity  of  Louifburg,  I  fhould  endeavour  to 
render  it  impregnable,  without  feeming  in 
the  leafl  to  alter  the  prefent  ftate  of  com¬ 
merce.  Then  finding,  that  to  fupport  this 
colony,  cofts  the  king  upwards  of  a  million 
three  hundred  thoufand  livres,  I  fhould 
calculate,  as  near  as  poffible,  how  much  I 
fhould  be  able  to  deduft  from  that  fum. 
I  fhould  not  think  of  making  an  intire  re- 
du£tion,  nor  trouble  my  head  with  a  thou¬ 
fand  chimerical  fchemes  on  this  account. 
The  example  of  an  able  officer,  whom  I 
mentioned  to  you  before,  would  not  tempt 
me.  Would  you  imagine,  Sir,  that  this 
man  fhould  take  it  into  his  head  to  reflifv 
nature  r  He  found  that  the  cabbage,  and 

lettice, 

1  ' 


238  Reflexions  on  Cafe  Breton. 

ettee  wuh  feme  other  legumes,  did  not 
turn  to  a  proper  account ;  and  therefore  he 

font  1 I  ih°Uld  make  for  «*  real 
fcurces  ot  plenty.  In  confequence  of  this 

nobfe  ambmon,  he  prefented  a  plan  to  the 

lands’  °r  ?eann8  an<i  manuring  all  the 

lands  which  were  afterwards  to  produce 
every  fort  of  grain,  This  memo  ?  , 

dated  at  Louilburg,  and  might,  with  a 

jufter  title,  have  been  r  , 

r  .  ’  :  ve  Deen  dated  from  the  cattle 

of  Alone  or  from  Merlin’s  cave.  It  abound¬ 
ed  in  high  /peculation  ;  in  particular,  the 
rules  of  multiplication  were  /trained  to 
uc  a  egree,  that  whereas  we  have  hardly 
gram  enough  at  prefent  to  maintain  twelve 
men,  we  Zhou  Id  have  been  enabled,  by  his 
magic  art,  to  fupport  all  the  inhabitants  of 
anada,  and  no  doubt  but  in  time,  the 
whole  kingdom  of  France.  But  as,  in  alb 
probability,  he  would  have  difcovered  the 
lecret  of  changing  our  dry  barren  foil,  our 
rocks,  and  our  turf,  into  fruitful  plains  > 
ana  for  my  part,  I  am  po/lefled  of  no  fuch 
wonderful  power ;  I  /hall,  therefore,  con. 
ne  myfelf  t0  what  I  had  been  mentioning 


mention,  is  capable  of  many  improvements. 


eonfiderable  article.  A  company  that  would 
undertake  the  management  thereof,  might, 
with  a  little  ceconomy,  elfablifh  a  due  pro¬ 
portion  between  the  expence  and  profit  j 
and  the  country  being  alfo  more  proper  for 
culture,  might  be  parcelled  out  to  fuch  as 
mull  be  maintained  upon  the  ifland.  The 
fur  trade  with  the  favages,  is  likewife  of 
very  great  ufe  towards  increafing  the  de¬ 


mand  for  our  cod-fifli  ■,  fo  that  all  we 
have  to  do,  is  to  augment  the  num¬ 


ber  of  inhabitants.  By  this  ftep  the  mea¬ 
dow  lands  would  be  improved;  the  cattle 
would  multiply  ;  and  the  feveral  fpots,  fit 
for  fowing  of  corn,  which  are  not  near  fo 
icarce  as  in  the  ifie  of  Cape  Breton,  might 


be 
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be  turned  to  a  good  account.  This  fcheme 
has  been  often  propofed,  but  never  fteadily 
executed  ;  which  has  been  owing  to  the 
great  poverty  of  thofe  who  are  to  put  it 
into  execution,  and  to  the  unfair  and  im¬ 
prudent  diftribution  of  lands.  Neither  has 
there  been  any  greater  progrefs  in  .  peo¬ 
pling  Labrador.  It  has  been  the  opinion 
of  a  great  many,  that  the  fertility  of  this 
lafl:  country,  with  the  commodioufnefs  of 
the  cod-fifhery,  would  draw  over  all  the' 
Acadians,  difaffecled  to  the  new  govern-' 
rnent ;  and  that  the  conveniency  of  enter¬ 
ing  upon  the  fur  trade  with  the  favages, 
who  inhabit  that  country,  would  be  ftill  a 
further  bait.  And  to  obviate  the  inconve- 
niencies  that  might  arife  from  thefe  new 
fettlements,  and  from  the  vicinity  ©f  thole 
very  favages,  care  had  been  taken  to  aliift 
the  foimer  with  advanced  fums,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  neceffities,  and  to  keep  the 
latter  in  awe  by  Uriel  vigilance  and  order, 

and  by  maintaining  a  body  of  regular  * 
troops. 

There  was  likewife  another  fcheme, 

which. 
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which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  was  the 
molt  p!  a  alible  of  them  all.  You  remem¬ 
ber,  that  upon  the  find  foundation  of  this! 
colony,  they  had  fome  notion  of  fortifying 
Port  Dauphin.  I  told  you  their  reafon  for 
giving  the  preference  to  Louilburg.  But 
it  was  not  long  before  they  became  fenfible 
of  their  error.  Louilburg,  which  they 
looked  upon  as  impregnable,  was  taken  in 
the  lad:  war  :  this,  in  all  probability,  would 
not  have  happened  to  Port  Dauphin,  or 
the  enemy  would  have  paid  fo  dearly  for 
the  acquifition,  that  we  fhould  have  no  oc- 
cafion  to  bewail  the  lofs.  Thefe  confidera- 
tions  fir ou Id  have  immediately  determined 
the  government  to  enter  upon  fitch  mea- 
lures,  as  nruft  have  been  efteemed  a  necef- 
fary  precaution,  fince  the  caufe  of  the  quar¬ 
rel  ftill  lubfifted.  But  inftead  of  that,  the 
commandant,  fo  often  mentioned,  and  who, 
if  I  may  take  the  liberty  fo  to  exprefs  nry- 
felf,  had  lulled  the  court  into  a  lethargy, 
propofed  fome  other  expedients  of  fbcu- 
rity.  He  took  into  his  head  to  build  re¬ 
doubts,  and  for  that  purpofe,  opened  the 

•  ^  road 
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road  of  Mire.  True  it  is  that  thereby  he 
facilitated  the  communication  between  Louif- 
burg  and  Port  Touloufe  ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  paved  the  way  for  the  enemy. 
For  the  Englilh  would  have  found  it  very 
difficult  to  march  over  bogs  and  precipices  j 
but  now  the  road  is  like  a  gravel  walk. 
And  very  likely  you  will  alk  me,  what  is 
become  of  the  redoubts  ?  In  truth,  Sir,  there 
have  been  none  built  as  yet;  though  he 
fhould  have  begun  with  this  article.  So 
that  I  am  much  afraid,  as  things  are  now 
conducted,  that  the  enemy  will  benefit  by 
the  conveniency,  without  meeting  with  the 
cbftru&ion  that  fhould  have  been  annexed 
to  it.  In  this  critical  conjuncture,  fome 
well-difpofed  perfons  have  revived  the  fcheme 
of  fortifying  Port  Dauphin.  The  advan¬ 
tages  of  its  fituation  have  been  again  in¬ 
culcated,  efpecially  that  arifing  from  the 
impoffibility  of  entering  the  harbour  with 
more  than  one  fhip  at  a  time.  The  vicini¬ 
ty  of  Labrador,  which  renders  the  commu¬ 
nication  from  hence,  as  eafy  as  from  any 
other  part  of  the  ifland,  is  a  great  addition 

to 


Reflexions  on  Cape  Breton.  244 

to  the  importance  of  the  defign.  I  with 
we  would  fet  about  this  work  in  ^ood  ear- 
nefl,  that  the  affair  may  not  end  in  mere 
fpeculation  ;  becaufe  if  deferred  much 
longer,  it  will  be  too  late ;  and  its  getting 
wind  may  be  of  dangerous  confequence. 
For  I  forefee  we  fhall  have  only  the  glory  of 
being  inventors  of  this  fcheme  ;  and  our 
foie  reward  will  be  the  honour  we  fhall 
claim  from  the  original  plan.  There  is 
reafon  to  believe,  the  enemy  will  foon  ex- 
cufe  our  carrying  it  into  execution.  The 
florm  begins  to  gather  over  our  heads,  and 
we  feem  to  be  but  very  ill  prepared  a  gain  If  it. 
In  this  refpect,  our  imprudence  is  fo  much 
the  greater,  as  it  is  impofiible  for  us,  without 
being  guilty  of  the  moll  abjeft  flattery,  to 
fay,  that  we  have  not  contributed  to  it  our- 
felves.  In  fhort,  we  are  not  only  at  the 
eve  of  a  war,  by  which  we  are  likely  to 
fuffer ;  but  we  have  alfo  the  misfortune  of 
having  given  room  to  fay,  that  however 
untimely,  it  is  our  own  fault.  The  En^lidi 
begin  to  be  roufed  j  which  we  have  been 
convinced  of  for  fo  me  time.  But  in  order 
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to  make  you  fully  acquainted  with  thefe  di- 
fturbances,  and  that  you  may  judge  impar¬ 
tially  between  both  nations,  we  mu  ft  enter 

\  -  ■.  5 

into  a  difcuflion  of  their  old  quarrels,  and 
tlie  different  kinds  of  hoftilities  committed 


on  both  fides  ;  for  as  to  their  mutual  difpo- 
fition,  you  are  no  fir  anger  to  it,  having 
been  fufficiently  informed  thereof  by  my 
letters.  Little  does  it  fignify  which  of  the 
two  nations  declared  themfelves  openly  : 
the  real  aggreffor  is  he,  that  was  the  caufe 
of  the  quarrel.  Happy,  if  we  could  only 
charge  ourfelves  with  having  been  too  pre¬ 
cipitate  in  difclofmg  our  defigns ;  or,  at 
leaft,  if  we  had  been  in  a  condition  to 
bear  the  confequences  of  our  imprudence. 
You  fee  plainly,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  am  un- 
bofoming  myfelf  to  you  with  the  moff  un- 
referved  confidence  ;  which  I  have  always 
done,  and  fhall  always  continue  to  do  on 
the  moft  important  occafions.  As  it  is  the 
greateft  pain  to  me  to  difguife  my  fenti- 
ments,  whenever  I  conceive  a  diflike  ;  fo  I 
am  overjoyed,  when  I  have  an  opportunity 
of  opening  myfelf  to  my  friend,  and  de¬ 
claring 
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daring  the  frncere  attachment,  with  winch 
I  am  devoted  to  his  perfon.  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER  XVI. 


Of  the  war  between  the  favages  and  the  Eng- 
Up.  Curious  nf/exions  of  the  Count  be 
Raymond  upon  this  head. 


S  I  R, 


S  the  war  of  the  Mickmac,  Marichite, 


-*■  -»*  and  Abenaki  favages  is,  to  our  great 
misfortune,  very  likely  to  kindle  a  general 
combuftion,  I  lliall  therefore  begin  to  en¬ 
tertain  you  with  a  narrative  of  this  event. 
With  regard  to  the  origin,  or  fecret 
caufe  of  this  very  fame  war,  it  belongs  to 
men  of  fenfe  and  impartiality  to  determine 
it.  Yet  I  think  fome  hints  may  be  drawn 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  refpeclive  interefts, 
which  each  of  the  two  nations  might  have 
to  infringe  the  peace.  We  ought  alfo  to 
enter  into  another  confideration  of  equal 
lmpoi  tance,  in  o/der  to  produce  a  dilpofi— 
tion  of  doubting,  without  which  it  is  very 
difficult  to  form  a  right  judgment.  I  ffiall 
afterwards  entertain  you  with  the  different 
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interefls,  which  the  enemy  and  we  may 
have  in  going  to  war,  and  fhall  weigh  them 
with  the  utmoft  impartiality.  The  point, 
at  prefent,  is  to  examine  whether  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  the  favages,  our  allies,  had  for 
going  to  war  with  the  Englifh,  were  real, 
or  only  pretended.  If  they  are  folid, 
there  is  no  fort  of  doubt,  but  the  Englifh 
are  to  blame,  for  rendering  us  accountable 
for  their  confequences ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  fhould  appear  to  be  fuggefted  by 
us,  and  invented  only  as  a  pretence,  then  we 
are  certainly  the  aggreffors.  For  after  all, 
it  cannot  be  faid,  that  in  cafe  the  favages 
build  their  averfion  and  hoftilities  on  frivo¬ 
lous  pretences,  that  it  is  not  our  fault. 
Every  man  is  anfwerable  for  the  mifehief  he 
approves,  and  efpecially  when  the  perfon 
that  does  the  mifehief  is,  in  fome  meafure, 
his  dependent.  But  I  fhould  be  glad  they 
could  lay  nothing  more,  than  that  tacit 
approbation,  to  our  charge.  Can  the 
fpeech  of  one  of  our  commandants  to  the 
favages,  which  I  gave  you  word  for  word, 
in  one  of  my  letters  ;  can  it,  I  fay,  be  fo 

favou- 
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favourably  interpreted,  as  to  wipe  off  this 
ftain  ?  The  exhortations  of  priefts,  who 
have  repeated  the  fame  things  a  thoufand 
times,  and  enforced  them  with  the  different 
difpenfations  of  religion,  of  which  thefe 
poor  people  think  them  the  fupreme  depo- 
fitaries  ;  the  purpofes  ordained  by  this  very 
religion,  as  inculcated  by  thefe  priefts ;  all 
thefe  circumftances  make  too  much  againft 
us,  unlefs  our  quarrel  is  founded  in  the 
main  upon  equity  and  juftice.  In  order  to 
decide  this  important  queftion,  we  muft 
firft  of  all  know  what  duties  are  enjoined 
by  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  what  difpofitions  it 
ought  to  promote  in  the  contrafring  parties. 
In  the  firft  place  it  is  certain,  that  a  recon¬ 
ciliation,  folemnly  fworn  to,  ought  to  be 
followed  by  an  abfolute  pardon  of  all  paft 
provocations  and  injuries.  Could  the  hu¬ 
man  breaft  be  fo  generous  as  intirely  to 
forget  every  refentment,  the  merit  would 
be  ftill  the  greater ;  but  thofe  who  perpe¬ 
tuate  their  animofity  and  revenge,  without 
having  received  a  frefh  injury  or  provoca¬ 
tion,  are  guilty  of  the  raoft  horrid  perfi- 

R  4  dioufnefs 
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dioufnefs.  In  the  fecond  place,  a  treaty 
oi  peace  fuppofeth  in  the  contracting .  par¬ 
ties,  either  an  incapacity  of  continuing  the 
war;  or  motives  of  conveniehcy,  which 
make  them  defire  to  fee  an  end  thereof ; 
or  very  cogent  reafons  which  oblige  them 
to  it.  In  either  of  thole  three  cafes  is  it 
not  certain,  that  we  ought  to  refolve  to 
comply  with  a  duty,  which  we  are  con¬ 
vinced,  at  the  fame  time,  is  become  an  act' 
or  neceflity  ?  And  is  it  not  very  proba- 
ole,  that  though  this  refolution  may  be 
somewhat  involuntary  m  the  beginning,  yet 
5t  wiI1  afterwards  fit  eafy  upon  our  minds 
from  our  natural  difpofition  to  fociety  and 
repofe  ?  And  can  there  be  a  more  effe&ual 
method  to  weaken  the  fh  ength  of  the  paf, 
lions,  which  have  operated  under  particu¬ 
lar  circtimftances,  than  to  vary  the  feene 
b>  a  moie  agreeable  courfe  of  amusements? 

1  do  noL  mean  to  fpeak  here  cf  thofe  am¬ 
bitious  ffatdmen,  (to  give  them  no  woric 
epithet)  whole  minds  are  full  of  craft  and 
deceit;  whofe  hearts  are  compounded  of 
ambiguity  ;  who,  in  every  treaty  of  peace. 


con-? 
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contrive  to  infert  fuch  claufes,  as  ihali  fur- 
nilli  them  with  a  pretence  to  renew  the 
war.  I  beg  you  will  remember,  that  I  am 
(peaking  of  lavages,  fuch  as  I  have  already 
defer ibed  to  you,  and  fuch  as  they  are  in  re¬ 
ality  ;  confequently,  that  I  am  (peaking 
only  of  a  fimple  people,  whole  tricks  and 
cunning  are  but  momentary  Karts  •  whofe 
views  and  purfuits  l'eldom  go  beyond  the 
neceflaries  of  life  j  whofe  pallions,  after 
the  firft  indulging,  generally  fubfide  j  who 
moreover  are  of  an  open  difpofition,  and 
remarkable  for  a  certain  franknefs  in  their 
behaviour,  which  though  it  may  be  fome- 
vvhat  ruftic,  yet  is  not  fo  dangerous,  as 
the  addrefs  of  a  polite  diflembler.  Yet 
thefe  are  the  men  that  violated  the  peace, 
to  which  they  had  confented  together  with 
us,  and  who  have  alledged  fuch  motives  in 
their  defence  as  perhaps  we  ourfelves  fhould 
have  been  afhamed  of.  Though  in  the  re¬ 
capitulation  of  the  grievances,  the  memory 
of  which  we  took  fuch  particular  care  to 
pieferve,  you  have  leen  the  greateft  part  of 
what  the  favages  alledge,  Kill  it  is  proper 

to 


■;5°  Qf  the  ffiar  between 

to  lay  them  once  more  before  you.  The 
fame  commanding  officer,  who  knew  them 
fo  well,  has  explained  himfelf  to  court  up¬ 
on  this  fubject,  in  the  following  terms. 
Tire  lavages  have  never  been  able  to 
foi  get,  che  feveral  efforts  which  the  Eng- 
liffi  in  North  America  have  ufed,  at  the 
time  of  their  firff  fettling  in  that  country, 
in  order  to  complete  their  utter  deftruc- 
f‘  ^on :  which  is  the  reafon  that  they  have 
continually  fought  for  opportunities  to 
“  lhew  their  utmoff  refentment.  They 
have  ever  had  prefent  to  their  memories, 

“  tne  actions  I  am  going  to  mention.” 

But  as  this  is  only  a  recital  of  what  I 
wrote  to  you  in  a  former  letter,  I  refer  you 
to  that  once  more,  and  as  loon  as  you 

have  perufed  it,  you  may  return  to  what 
follows  : 

“  Towards  the  beginning  of  the  year 
“  1750,  the  Engliffi,  upon  their  arrival  at 
tc  Chebukto,  caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread, 

<c  that  they  were  going  to  extirpate  the  fa- 
vages ;  and  they  feemed  to  a£t  accord- 
ingly,  by  fending  different  detachments 
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e<  of  their  troops  in  purfuit  of  thofe  poor 
“  people.  The  favages  being  alarmed  at 
“  this  behaviour,  refolved  to  declare  open 
“  war  againft  thofe  whom  they  ever  confi- 
‘c  dered  as  their  enemies  ;  and  notwith- 
“  Handing  the  weak  condition  they  .were 
“  reduced  to  by  the  peace,  which  we  had 
“  concluded  with  the  Englilh,  they  deter- 
<c  mined  to  lofe  no  opportunity,  but  to  fall 
“  upon  them  immediately.  Befides,  the 
“  Englifh  fettlement  at  Chebukto  hath 
“  provoked  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
“  there  is  room  to  believe,  they  will  be 
“  for  ever  irreconcileable. 

“  And  let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  the 
“  miffionaries  of  the  favages  have  any  hand 
“  in  this  proceeding  j  were  we  to  attend 
“  to  the  condu6t  they  obferved  in  the  laft 
“  war,  we  fhould  find  quite  the  contrary. 
“  How  many  acts  of  cruelty  would  have 
“  been  committed  by  this  nation,  who  are 
“  naturally  of  a  revengeful  difpofition,  did 
“  not  the  miffionaries  interpofe  in  the 
“  ftrongeft  manner  to  reflrain  them  ?  It  is 
f‘  very  well  known,  that  the  favages  ima- 

“  gine 
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gine  that  they  may  commit  what  violence 
the)  pleafe  again  it  their  enemies.  And, 
indeed,  it  has  coil  an  infinite  deal  of 
“  Pains  to  check  this  vindictive  difpofition, 
“  which  they  thought  they  might  lawfully 
“  indulge  by  way  of  reprifals  •  and  this 
“  charitable  zeal  has  faved  the  life  of  many 
u  an  Englifhman. 

“  Thele  very  miifionaries  have  it  in  their 
powder  to  fhew  manufeript  copies  of  the 
mfhucnons,  which  they  gave  to  the  fa- 
“  vages,  concerning  the  moderation  and 
humanity  we  are  bound  to  ule,  even  in 
time  of  war.  They  have  likewife  com- 
“  Pofed>  on  this  very  fubject,  a  kind  of 
catechifm,  which  they  teach  the  children, 
and  it  hath  been  already  productive  of 
“  excellent  effeCts.” 

Should  not  you  be  apt  to  determine  from 
this  memorial,  that  we  did  not  blow  the 
coals  ?  Independently  of  the  harangue,  with 
which  both  you  and  I  are  fo  greatly  taken, 
was  I  to  blame  in  faying,  that  fuch  far 
fetched  motives,  the  effeCt  of  which,  in 
purfuance  of  the  principle  above  laid  down, 
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ought  to  have  been  defeated  by  the  peace, 
cannot  but  render  us  fufpedted  ? 

Yet  there  feems  to  be  another  caufe  of 
ill-humour  and  alarm,  of  a  modern  date. 
I  mean  the  fettlemcnt  made  by  the  Englifh 
at  Chebukto,  and  the  menaces  that  follow¬ 
ed.  I  fhould  be  glad  that  the  public,  when¬ 
ever  this  point  comes  to  be  difcuffed,  would 
fufpend  their  judgment ;  nay,  I  Ihould  be 
greatly  pleafed  to  find  myfelf  miftaken  ;  for 
it  muft  be  always  painful  to  a  man  of  ho¬ 
nour,  to  dilbelievc  the  apology  of  thofe  who 
want  to  julfify  their  conduct,  efpecially 
when  he  happens  to  have  an  intimate  con¬ 
nexion  with  them.  But  fince  I  have  the 

•» 

misfortune  of  knowing  fome  facts  which 
determine  my  opinion  ;  and  I  fhould  be 
forry  you  were  to  confidcr  this  as  owing  to 
party  or  prejudice  ;  and  befides,  as  1  pro- 
mifed  to  deal  with  fuch  fincerity  towards 
you,  as  whatever  paffes  between  us  fliouid 
be  an  eternal  fecret ;  I  (hall  continue  to 
communicate  to  you  whatever  I  know  con¬ 
cerning  this  matter. 

In  the  fequel  of  this  memorial,  which 

' 
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was  piefented  to  the  court,  the  commandant 
is  faid  to  have  added  the  following  re¬ 
flections. 

“  In  drawing  up  the  preceding  memo- 
nal,  I  have  had  different  views.  I  was 
“  willing  to  demonftrate,  that  France  had 
no  fhaie  in  the  declaration  of  war,  which 
“  tIie  lavages  made  againfl:  the  Englifh; 
and  that  the  motives  of  the  former  were 
juft  and  well-founded.  The  particulars 
relating  to  thefe  motives  were  communi¬ 
cated  to  me  by  a  miffionary  of  credit, 
who  is  a  very  honeft  man.  Yet  the 
minifter  may  eafily  guefs,  that  I  have 
“  drawn  this  memorial  in  fuch  a  manner, 

“  as  it  may  be  fhewn  to  the  ambaffadors  of 
“  his  Britannic  Majefty  ;  and  that  I  have 
“  taken  care  not  to  infert  any  of  the  barba- 
cc  rous  proceedings  of  the  favages.  Befides, 

<£  I  have  been  at  the  fame  pains  here  to 
“  juftify  our  condudt ;  for  at  my  arrival, 

‘ c  I  found  a  great  many,  who  were  of  opi- 
“  nion  that  we  were  in  the  wrong. 

“  True  it  is,  that  the  officers  who  com- 
“  manded  the  detachments  fent  by  the  go- 
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<c  vernor  of  Canada,  may  have  miibehaved 
“  in  feme  particulars,  efpecially  in  fufFer- 
“  ing  the  favages  to  come  too  near  their 
“  polls,  or  to  join  their  troops  to  ours 
“  within  fight  of  the  Englifh. 

“  I  fancy  I  have  likewife  put  a  flop  to 
“  the  complaints,  which  the  Englifh  might 
“  make  againfl  thofe  favages,  who  being 
“  only  allies,  and  not  fubjedls  of  France, 
“  cannot  be  hindered  by  us,  from  declaring 
“  war  whenever  they  pleafe.  In  a  word, 
“  if  I  have  fufficiently  demonflrated,  as  I 
“  think  I  have,  thejuflice  of  thefe  people’s 
“  caufe  in  going  to  war,  what  have  the 
cc  Englifh  to  fay  to  us,  if  we  only  protect 
“  them  underhand,  and  do  not  fuffer  them 
<c  to  mingle  with  our  troops.  See.” 

What  is  your  opinion’,  Sir,  of  thefe  de¬ 
clarations  ?  a  great  many  oj  our  people  feemed 
to  think  that  we  were  in  the  wrong.  Then 
why  fhould  not  the  Englifh,  and  even 
thofe  who  are  unconcerned  in  the  quarrel, 
be  of  the  fame  opinion  ?  Our  ojjicers  have 
committed  fome  mijlakes ,  that  is,  to  {peak  in- 
genuoufly,  they  have  committed  hojlilities. 

•f 
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How  can  the  Englifh  forbear  making  re- 
piifals ;  and  in  that  cafe,  who  would  be  the 
aggt  elfor  ?  And  what  think  you  of  all  thefe 
reflexions,  and  this  myfterioufnefs  in  re¬ 
gard  to  public  affairs  ?  I  confefs  I  do  not 
like  them.  Independently  of  fo  many  circum- 
ftances,  I  fhould  have  formed  this  Ample  rea- 
fomng  >  the  favages  have  a  thoufand  mo¬ 
tives  for  being  attached  to  the  French ;  for 
inflance,  motives  of  religion,  and  confe- 
quently  of  confidence  in  their  legiflafors  ; 
motives  of  Sympathy,  either  from  a  real 
fimilitude  of  inclination  in  a  great  many 
things,  or  from  a  feeming  conformity,  which 
an  obliging  difpofition  renders  more  eafy ;  and 
laftly,  motives  of  conveniency,  from  their  fi- 
tuation,  manner  of  life  and  converfation. 

In  all  thefe  ref  peels,  the  favages  and  the 
Englifh  aie  diametrically  oppofite  to  each 
other ;  confequently,  no  likelihood  that  the 
latter  could  have  any  influence  over  the  for¬ 
mer.  Befides,  the  ftep  they  took,  by  com¬ 
mitting  molt  barbarous  hostilities  againfl: 
that  nation,  convinces  us  that  they  were 
not  fkirmi flies,  intended  to  bring;  on  a  ge- 
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neral  war.  In  a  word,  which  of  the  two 
nations,  the  Englifh  or  the  French,  had 
moft  intered  in  this  war,  or  at  lead  in  di- 
durbing  their  neighbour,  is  what  remains 
to  be  confidered.  But  I  flia.ll  refer vc  my 
leflexions  on  this  iubje£t  for  my  next,  after 
which  I  promife  you  a  faithful  narrative 
of  what  has  been  tranfacled  on  both  fides, 
as  each  of  them  tell  their  dory.  However, 
enough  has  been  faid  upon  the  prefent  ar¬ 
ticle,  to  leave  very  little  matter  of  doubt. 

I  am,  &c. 

LETTER  XVII. 

Reflexions  on  the  caufe  and  origin  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  war.  Thefe  are  not  the  Count  de  Ray¬ 
mond!  s  reflexions. 

S  I  R, 

T N  order  t0  examine  the  prefent  quedion, 
that  is,  to  know  which  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions  at  variance  had  the  greated  intered  to 

begin  the  war,  we  mud  go  back  to  the 
fource  of  the  quarrel. 

The  famous  treaty  of  Utrecht,  to  which, 
as  the  Englifh  pretend,  France  owes  her 
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prefervation ;  and  which  the  French,  never- 
thelefs,  confider  as  a  dangerous  remedy, 
though  neceffary  at  that  critical  juncture ; 
this  famous  treaty,  I  fay,  muft  have  been 
always  viewed  by  able  politicians,  in  a  point 
of  light  equally  oppofite  to  both  thefe  ideas. 
Firft,  notwithftanding  the  extremity  to 
which  France  was  reduced,  a  treaty  which 
left  her  at  the  mercy  of  her  hereditary  ene- 
my,  was  but  a  temporary  reconciliation, 
and  far  from  being  a  means  to  fave  her 
from  ruin.  Secondly,  we  have  no  reafon 
to  be  plea  fed  writh  a  phyfician  who  docs  no 
more  than  palliate  a  diflemper,  when  this 
very  palliative  lays  the  foundation  of  a 
malady,  which  proves  inevitably  mortal. 
Ambition  had  engaged  us  in  a  war,  which 
we  ought  by  all  means  to  have  avoided. 
'Fhe  apprehenfion  of  its  confequences  made 
us  too  precipitate  in  concluding  a  peace, 
which  we  fhould  not  perhaps  have  pur- 
chafed  fo  dear,  had  we  received  the  law 
from  our  enemies  combined.  For,  let  us 
fuppofe  that  France  had  been  compelled  at 
that  time  to  relinquifn  the  Spanilh  fucceflion 
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to  the  ho  life  of  Auftria,  and  the  barrier 
towns  to  the  importunity  of  the  Dutch, 
would  not  flie  have  been  able  in  time  to 
repair  thefe  Ioffes  ?  But  the  Englilh  would 
alfo  have  infilled  upon  her  fhare  of  the 
fpoils ;  no  uoubt  of  it :  yet  this  Jfha  s 
would  have  been  in  proportion  to  the  lots 
fuftained  upon  the  whole.  Befides,  the 
jealoufy  which  the  allies  began  to  conceive 
of  the  Engliih,  would  have  greatly  dimi¬ 
nished  the  proportion  of  the  latter ;  and 
perhaps  thole  feeds  of  divifion  alone  would 
have  pieferved  a  power,  which  they  want¬ 
ed  rather  to  reduce,  than  intirely  to  demo¬ 
lish.  It  is  however  certain,  that  the  French 
government,  under  that  dread  and  appre- 
henfion,  could  not  think  of  a  worfe  method 
of  attaining  a  little  refpite,  in  the  opinion  of 
all  good  judges.  It  would  have  been  a  hun¬ 
dred  times  better  for  us,  had  the  facrifices, 
which  we  were  obliged  to  make,  been  with¬ 
in  our  reach;  yve  might,  at  lead,  have 
taken  an  opportunity  to  recover  them  again, 
if  ever  we  repented  our  bargain.  But 
when  we  enabled  an  enemy,  almoft  inac- 
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ceffible,  to  aggrandize  himfelf  to  fuch  a 
degree  at  our  expence,  that  nothing  could 
hinder  him  from  fwallowing  up  the  remain¬ 
der  of  our  pofleffions,  whenever  he  pleafed ; 
was  not  this  much  the  fame  as  giving  our- 
felves  up  to  him,  with  our  hands  and  feet 
tied  ?  The  naval  force  of  Great-Britain 
is  formidable,  even  to  nations  that  have 
been  at  greater  pains  than  we  to  rival  them 
on  that  element  5  how  much  more  fo 
mull  it  have  appeared  to  the  French,  who 
have  never  made  the  firft  figure  as  a  mari¬ 
time  power  ?  Upon  yielding  Acadia,  New¬ 
foundland,  and  Hudfon’s  Bay  to  the  Eng- 
lilh,  what  refource  had  we  left,  in  cafe  our 
new  friends  fhould  have  been  tempted  by 
this  bait,  to  covet  the  reft  of  our  pofleffions  ? 
Could  it  enter  into  our  heads,  that  by  ren¬ 
dering  them  more  powerful  upon  an  ele¬ 
ment,  the  empire  of  which  we  have  ever  in 
vain  difputed  with  them,  we  fhould  be  the 
more  able  to  defend  ourfelves  againft  an 
attack,  after  we  had  wantonly  expofed  our¬ 
felves  to  danger  ?  Did  we  imagine,  that  we 
could  invade  them  with  flat-bottomed  boat3. 
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or  fit  out  great  fleets  to  cope  with  them  at 
fea,  with  the  fame  eafe  as  we  might  march 
an  army  into  Flanders,  or  fend  a  hundred 
thoufand  men  upon  any  of  our  frontiers  ? 
No,  it  is  impoflible  our  mimfters  could  have 
dreamt  of  fuch  chimeras ;  and  the  decay  of 
our  marine  but  too  plainly  proves,  it  ne¬ 
ver  fo  much  as  entered  their  heads.  Once 
more  I  repeat  it ;  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
was  the  effect  of  confternation  and  defpair; 
the  articles  were  drawn  up,  without  the 
leaft  regaid  to  prudence,  and  I  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  figned  with  fincerity.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  I  believe  it  was  our  interefl 
J^ot  to  break  it,  till  we  could  form  ourfelves 
into  a  fituation  that  depended  on  a  thou¬ 
fand  concurrent  circumftances,  which  we 
had  put  altogether  out  of  our  power  to 
combine.  But  having  found  fince  by  ex¬ 
perience,  how  difficult  it  was  to  raife  our¬ 
felves  t q  fo  favourable  a  fituation,  and  hav- 
ing  diicovered  to  our  coft,  how  greatly  we 
had  expofed  our  weak  fide  to  the  enemy, 
we  began  at  laft  to  think,  that  in  order  to 
prevent  the  intire  ruin  of  opr  colonies,  it 
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was  incumbent  upon  us  to  make  the  moft 
vigorous  efforts.  Thefe  confiderations  led 
us  back  to  the  treaty,  which  had  reduced  us 
to  that  melancholy  fituation ;  and  we  found 
one  way  to  get  off,  Whether  this  was 
left  open  with  deffgri,  or  whether  our  ne- 
cefiities  unclofed  our  eyes,  if  ill  we  were 
under  the  fame  difficulty  to  make  ufe  of 
it.  To  wreff  a  treaty  to  our  intereft,  or 
even  to  break  through  it  at  once,  is  no 
fueh  great  matter,  when  we  have  the  greater 
weight  of  power  on  our  fide ;  otherwife  it 
is  a  very  dangerous  attempt.  In  the  latter 
cafe,  the  fcheme  may  even  prove  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  projector,  if  he  is  not  a 
perfon  of  fupenor  fkill  and  flratagem. 
It  is  therefore  evident,  that  we  fhould 
have  ufed  all  poffible  endeavours,  to  re¬ 
cover  that  degree  of  force,  which  was 
neceffary  to  loofen  our  chains  and  it  is 
equally  evident,  that  we  ought  not  to 
have  given  time  to  the  enemy  to  rivet 
thofe  chains  too  faff.  Neither  is  it  lets 
manifeff,  that  all  thefe  ffeps  fhould  have 
been  taken  gradually ;  for  inftance,  we 
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ought  to  have  flatted  a  difpute,  as  it  were 
by  chance,  after  which  we  might  have 
infenfibly  enlarged  the  object,  and  gain¬ 
ed  ground  continually,  at  the  fame  time 
that  we  concealed  our  defign  as  much  as 
poffible,  and  were  even  protefling  the  in¬ 
nocence  of  our  intention  j  in  a  word,  we 
ought  to  have  fleadily  purfued  this  meafure, 
till  the  time  came  that  we  were  ftrong 
enough  to  pull  off  the  malk,  and  to  act 
without  conflraint. 

Such  is  the  conduct  we  ought,  in  good 
policy,  to  have  obferved,  and  what  fome 
pretend  we  have  obferved.  Can  we  there¬ 
fore  confider  the  accufation  as  abfurd  ?  No 
furely,  the  moft  we  could  do  would  be  to 
deny  it ;  for  people  very  often  omit  doing, 
what  one  would  naturally  think  they  ought 
to  have  done.  We  fhould  therefore,  in 
that  cafe,  have  recourfe  to  proofs :  but  fup- 
pofing  thefe  are  contradictory ;  fuppofing 
the  fame  actions  are  related  in  a  different 
manner  "by  the  oppofite  parties,  we  muft 
then  have  recourfe  to  the  motives  that  de¬ 
termined  their  actions. 
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But  here  a  notion,  occurs  to  me,  by  which 
this  affair  might  very  eafily  be  determined, 
without  difallowing  the  pretenfions  of  either 
of  the  parties. 

Tne  French  fay,,  they  did  not  want  to  go 
io  wai ;  but  it  was  the  Englifh  who  defired 
it :  they  fay  very  true,  if  they  mean  an  open 
and  declared  war.  The  Englifh  pretend, 
they  were  attacked,  and  obliged  to  de¬ 
fend  themfelves  :  true,  if  by  attacks  they 
mean  feme  little  attempts  made  gradually, 
to  di Hodge  a  formidable  neighbour,  and 
a  few  pi  ecautions  taken  to  put  it  intirely  out 
of  that  enemy  s  power  to  do  us  any  harm. 
You  fee.  Sir,  we  may  reconcile  both  parties, 
fmee  the  events  have  two  different  afpe£ts, 
and  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  examine  them 
thoroughly,  w'hen  there  is  no  longer  any 
poffibility  to  recall  them.  Yet  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  if  the  power  of  enchanting  was 
(fill  in  fafhion,  as  it  is  laid  to  have  formerly 
been,  there  would  be  no  difpute  at  all  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  We  fhould  have 
begged  the  favour  of  fome  magician  to  faf- 
cinate  the  eyes  of  our  enemies,  to  render  the 
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fhi  ps  we  w'ere  building,  and  the  forts  we  were 
ere&ing,  altogether  invifible  till  the  very 
moment  it  was  proper  to  draw  the  curtain  ; 
for  if  we  could  have  difclofed  our  defign 
with  impunity,  they  would  not  have  had 
a  word  to  fay  to  us.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  Englifh  had  fufpected  any  thing  of  the 
matter,  they  would  have  had  recourfe  in 
private,  to  the  fame  good  friends  as  our- 
felves,  and  would  have  learnt  how  to  defeat 
our  defigns,  without  being  fo  brutifh  as  to 
feize  on  our  fhips,  and  to  fire  againfi:  us  the 
firflr.  Pardon  me,  Sir,  if  for  a  moment  I  treat 
a  very  ferious  fubjedf  in  a  ludicrous  manner. 
I  am  diverted  to  fee  people  railing  doubts 
where  the  fubjeel  will  not  bear  any;  and  to 
hear  a  thoufand  difputes  about  an  empty 
ceremony,  with  a  multitude  of  arguments 
to  juftify,  or  condemn  the  want  of  form  in 
a  quarrel,  while  they  give  themfelves  no 
fort  of  pains  to  examine  the  main  point  in 
queftion.  For  my  part,  I  think  that  with¬ 
out  fuch  a  number  of  arguments  and  invec¬ 
tives,  one  need  only  to  fay,  that  it  was  the 
jntereft  of  France  tq  wage  war;  but  fhe 
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was  in  no  hurry ;  for  fhe  wanted  to  gain  her 
ends  by  flow  and  fure  meafures.  England 
had  no  motive  in  the  world  to  defire  a  war ; 
but  her  enemy  fumiftied  her  with  good 
tealons,  and  Ihe  did  not  chute  to  wait  for 
their  conveniency.  The  former  hath  un- 
dei  taken  a  point,  which  good  policy. direct¬ 
ed  her  to  undertake;  the  latter  hath  difco- 
vercd  what  neceflity  obliged  her  to  difcover ; 
one  perhaps  went  too  flowly  to  work,  and  the 
other  too  quick:  both  of  them  are  in  the 
wrong,  till  the  fumming  up  of  the  quarrel, 
when  right  will  be  on  the  ftrongefl:  fide. 

I  grant  you,  that  this  way  of  reafon- 
ing  is  not  agreeable  to  all  the  world  ;  nei¬ 
ther  do  I  write  to  all  the  world,  but  only 
to  you.  Yet,  if  after  reafoning  upon  this 
matter,  as  you  are  very  capable  of  doing, 
you  fhould  be  defirous  of  feeing  how  other 
people  argue,  I  have  promifed  you  the  nar¬ 
rative  of  feveral  tranfaclions  that  have  hap¬ 
pened  in  this  country,  without  being  an- 
fwerable  for  the  truth  of  any  of  them, 
though  they  happened  almofl:  under  my 
own  eye  ;  for,  to  be  plain  with  you,  I  can 

fcarce 
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fcarce  believe  any  body  but  myfelf.  In 
fhort,  it  lliall  be  a  regular  pleading ?  each 
party  is  to  tell  his  reafons,  and  you  fhall  be 
judge.  I  begin  therefore  with  ourfelves, 
which  is  very  natural  befides,  we  pretend 
to  be  the  injured  party,  and  God  grant  we 
may  not  have  reafon  to  fay  fo  hereafter,  in 
the  full  extent  of  the  word.  I  doubt  at 
leaft  whether  the  enemy  will  difpute  with 
us  about  the  juftice  of  our  complaint,  if  ever 
they  carry  their  point ;  but  that  is  a  kind  of 
confolation,  which  neither  you  nor  I  defire 
to  fee.  The  willies  of  an  honeft  man  ought 
to  be  for  the  honour  of  his  country?  as 
thofc  of  a  good  citizen  ought  to  be  for  her 
welfare.  Happy  is  he,  who  finds  no  oppo- 
fition  between  thofe  two  objects ! 

I  am,  & c. 

( £ jT’  •  )f  f  T  (T V ’  *  f  *  -  '  v  -  #  .•*  , 
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^(  >  L  E  T  T  E  R  XVIII. 

Account  oj  what  the  Count  de  Raymond  wrote 
to  the  French  minifry  concerning  the  pre¬ 
tended  grievances  againji  the  Ehglijh,  whom 

he  accufcd  of  being  inclined  tQ  quarrel 
with  us. 


SIR, 

I‘ 

TOLD  you  that  I  fhouid  begin  with 
our  complaints  againft  the  Englifh, 

and  I  intend  now  to.  keep  my  word.  You 
Vvil!  find  nothing  relative  to  the  pretenfions 
ot  oui  enemies,  for  we  do  not  trace  matters 
io  high,  and  you  fir  all  receive  the  infon- 
rnation  from  them.  The  prefent  point 
^elates  only  to  ourfelves,  and  to  the  charge 
we  bring  againft  that  nation  ;  but  in  or¬ 
der  to  ftate  the  affair  clearly,  I  fhall  once 
more  borrow  the  words  of  the  comman¬ 
dant,  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  before. 

“  The  following  extract  (this  is  what  he 
writes  to  court)  contained!  the  tranlac- 
ec  tions  between  the  French  and  Englifh  on 
arf  the  frontiers  of  New  France  and  Acadia, 
u  fince  the  peace  of  1748,  in  which  it  is 
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tc  clearly  proved,  that  the  Engliih,  on  fe- 
“  veral  occalions,  violated  the  laft,  as  well 
“  as  former  treaties. 

“  The  governor  of  New  France  having 
“  received  advice  in  1750,  that  the  Englifh 
“  were  going  to  fend  troops  to  thofe  parts, 
“  which  were  fill  in  conteft  between  France 
“  and  England,  and  at  the  time  when  com- 
“  miffaries  were  appointed  to  regulate  the 
“  limits,  he  ordered  a  detachment  of  troops 
tc  to  advance  that  way.  Yet  he  gave  di- 
“  reftions  to  the  commanding  officer,  to  un- 
“  dertake  nothing  whatever  that  was  capa- 
“  ble  of  altering  the  good  harmony  which 
“  fubfifted  between  the  two  courts ;  to  avoid, 
“  by  all  means,  being  the  aggreffor  ;  but 
“  only  to  repel  force  by  force,  in  cafe  he 
<c  was  attacked. 

“The  Chevalier  de  la  Come,  who  com- 
"  manded  this  French  detachment,  efpied 
“  on  the  1 2th  of  September  1750,  in  Fun- 
“  di  Bay,  feventeen  fail  of  different  fizes, 
“  which  came  to  an  anchor  the  ijthatWef- 
“  kak;  and  the  15th  fome  of  them  parted 
“  from  the  reff,  and  arrived  in  Fundi  Bay. 
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The  Chevalier  de  la  Corne  was  then  at 
Point  a  Beaufejour ,  within  five  leagues  of 

;;  **  r**- which  is 

Fundi  Bay  only  by  a  finall  river,  called 
“  Mefagoueche,  or  Saint  Mary.  He  had 
“  left  part  of  his  detachment  at  Welkak, 
“  under  the  command  of  the  Sieur  de  la 

"  Vadere>  caPtain  of  a  company  of  the 
“  troops  of  Louilburg,  who  perceiving  two 

“  Enghfli  boats,  with  twenty  armed  men 

“  111  each>  and  colours  flying ;  and  judging 

“  that  their  de%n  was  to  make  themfelves 
“  mailers  of  fome  pirogues  in  the  river  of 

“  Wefkak>  which  were  flationed  there  with 
“  a  view  to  fccure  the  communication  be- 
tween  his  detachment  and  that  of  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Corne,  he  difpatched  two 
“  officers,  with  forty  men,  to  enquire  into 
“  the  real  intention  of  the  Englilh.  The 
“  latter  cocked  their  pieces  twice,  doubtlefs 
with  a  view  of  inducing  the  French  to 
fire  firlt.  But  the  orders  to  our  people 
“  of  not  acting  offenfively,  were  too  clear 
to  admit  of  the  leall  contravention  on  our 
“  part.  This  the  Englilh  perceiving,  re- 

_{<  folved 
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«  folved  neverthelefs  to  break  through  all 
«  reftraint  of  treaty.  They  (hot  two 
“  mulket  balls  at  us,  which  we  anfwer- 
“  ed  with  fo  brifk  a  difcharge,  that  they 
“  were  obliged  to  retire,  greatly  confounded 
“  at  their  being  the  firft  infringers  of  the 
‘c  peace.  Yet  they  did  not  Hop  here;  but 
“  immediately  erected  a  fort  at  Fundi  Bay, 

“  which  is  iltuated  on  a  fpot  difputed  be- 
“  tween  the  two  crowns,  and  far  be- 
“  yond  the  bounds  of  that  territory  which 
“  France  lays  claim  to.  It  was  not,  till 
“  after  the  erecting  of  this  fort,  that  the 
“  Chevalier  de  la  Corne  built  that  of  Point 
“  a  Becufejour .  Thefe  are  facts  which 
“  prove,  that  the  Englim,  in  open  defiance 
“  of  the  law  of  nations,  have  in  full  peace 
“  been  the  firft  to  commit  hoftilities  againft 
“  the  French,  and  took  upon  them  of  their 
“  own  heads  to  regulate  the  limits,  for  which 
“  the  two  crowns  had  appointed  commifia- 
“  ries. 

<c  They  likewile  commenced  hoftilities 
u  againft  the  French  the  following  year. 

“  In  the  month  of  June  1752,  a  detach- 

v  **  ment 


272  Raymond  s  Grievances 

“  ment  of  about  three  hundred  Englifh 
tioops,  marched  in  the  dead  of  the  night 
from  a  new  fort,  which  they  had  erected 
“  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  that  of  Fundi 
“  Bay.  By  break  of  day  they  were  within 
“  %ht  of  the  bridge  of  Buot,  where  there 
“  was  a  little  French  poll,  which  the 
“  Englifh  no  doubt  intended  to  furprize, 
fince  they  had  palled  the  river  between 
“  them  and  this  poll,  and  begun,  as  foon 
as  it  was  day,  to  fire  upon  our  peo- 
“  pie.  ■  But  the  Sieur  de  Saint  Ours,  who 
“  was  at  the  Point  of  Beaufejour,  and  had 
“  relieved  the  Chevalier  de  la  Corne  in  the  ‘ 
“  command  of  thofe  polls,  having  had 
“  timely  notice  to  give  them  a  warm  recep- 
“  tion  5  they  were  obliged  to  retire. 

“  Here  we  have  clearly  demonllrated  an 
“  exprefs  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la- 
“  Chapelle,  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh ; 

“  we  fhall  now  give  an  inflance  of  the  fair 
“  proceedings  of  the  French  towards  them, 

“  and  in  what  manner  we  were  requited. 

“  The  15th  of  February  1751,  a  fmall 
“  veflel,  in  her  way  from  Bolton  to  Fundi 
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*'  Bay,  was  driven  by  tempeftuous  weather 
“  on  the  coaft  of  Wefkak.  The  captain 
fc  came  and  put  himfelf  under  the  protection 
“  of  the  Sieur  Bailleul,  who  commanded 
“  on.  that  poft.  This  officer  having  been 
"  apprized,  that  the  favages  were  flocking 
“  from  that  tide,  ordered  the  captain  and 
“  his  crew  to  be  concealed  at  Wefkak  mill, 
“  till  the  favages,  who  wanted  to  kill  every 
<c  man  of  them,  were  retired.  He  then 
“  fent  them  back  to  the  commanding  officer 
“  at  Fort  Lawrence,  who  wrote  a  letter  of 
“  thanks  to  the  Sieur  de  St.  Ours. 

“  the  month  of  July  following,  a  fraali 
“  bound  alfo  from  Bofton  to  Fundi 

“  Bay,  was  forced  by  a  violent  gale  of  wind 
upon  a  coaft  innabited  by  favages,  at 
•  “  which  time  an  Englifli  fhip  lay  over 
againft  them,  that  is,  before  Wefkak. 
“  The  favages  ran  down  to  the  coaft,  and 
“  hid  themfelves  behind  a  bank  or  caufev 
till  low  water,  and  then  they  boarded 
“  the  veflel.  The  Sieur  de  St.  Ours  being 
“  informed  of  this,  difpatched  an  officer  to 
the  Abbe  le  Loutre,  their  miffionary,  to 

T  prevent 
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“  prevent  them  from  killing  the  captain 
“  and  his  crew.  In  fhort,  we  were  obliged 
“  to  ufe  both  entreaties  and  menaces  with 
“  thofe  people  to  get  the  Englifh  out  of 
“  their  hands,  and  the  Abbe  le  Loutre 
“  was  alfo  under  aneceflity  of  paying  their 
tc  ranfom.  Upon  which,  the  Sieur  de  St. 
“  Ours  fent  them  back  fafe  and  found ;  and 
“  Mr.  Henry  Luttrel,  who  had  then  the 
“  command  at  Fundi  Bay,  returned  him  a 
“  great  many  thanks. 

“  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  kind  offices, 
“  the  Englifh  ftill  perfifting  in  their  acts 
“  of  hoftility,  the  foldiers  or  crew  belong- 
<c  ing  to  one  of  their  fhips  which  lay  off 
“  Wefkak,  landed  upon  the  French  terri- 
“  tory,  and  purfued  fome  of  the  inhabi- 
“  tants  that  were  going  to  Point  a  Beaufe- 
11  jour.  The  Sieur  de  St.  Ours  wrote  a 
“  letter  of  complaint  about  this  matter  to 
tc  Mr.  Luttrel,  who  ordered  the  meffengerto 
“  tell  him,  that  he  would  fend  an  anfwer 

I 

tc  the  next  day.  The  fame  night  he  order- 
“  ed  a  detachment  of  his  troops,  with  two 
“  field  pieces,  to  nafs  the  river  of  St.  Mary, 

“  which 
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u  which  is  the  boundary  of  the  French  and 
“  Engiifh  ports,  and  to  demolifn  part  of  a 
bank  or  riling  ground  on  the  tide  of  the 
“  French.  Upon  this,  the  Sieur  de  St. 
Ours  wrote  the  next  day  again  to  Mr. 
Luttiel.  Tne  ])urport  of  ins  letter  was ; 
“  he  could  not  help  being  greatly  fur- 
“  ptized  tnat  the  Engiifh  troops  fhouki  in¬ 
vade  the  territory  under  his  command  ; 
especially  as  it  had  been  agreed,  that  each 
“  Sde  fhould  wait  quietly  for  the  regulation 
of  tne  limits,  and  Meflieurs  de  la  Jon- 
quieies  and  Cornwallis  had  given  orders, 
that  no  hoftihties  lhould  be  committed  on 
either  fide;  laftly,  that  he  would  make 
“  him  anfwerable  for  all  the  confequences 
that  might  happen,  and  for  violating  the 
tieaties.  This  did  not  hinder  Mr.  Luttrel 
“  from  caufing  a  detachment  of  about  an 
bundled  men  to  pafs  the  river  the  fame 
“  night  upon  a  ponton,  with  two  field 
pieces,  in  oidex  to  demohlh  that  caufey 

“  intire}y-  The  Sieur  de  St.  Ours  having 
had  intelligence  cf  this  in  the  morning, 

“  marchd1  with  his  troops  directly  towards 

T  2  “  |-!le 
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<£  the  fpot.  As  foon  as  the  Englifh  favv 
tc  them  drawing  near  the  river,  they  fired 
“  upon  our  men,  and  after  a  few  fhot 
“  exchanged  on  both  fides,  the  former  re- 
“  tired. 

“  The  Sieur  de  St.  Ours  having  writ  once 
“  more  to  Mr.  Luttrel,  defiling  him  to  ex- 

\ 

“  plain  the  motives  of  his  conduct  towards 
“  the  French,  received  an  anfwer,  the  copy 
“  of  which  was  fent  to  the  miniftry.  Thefe 
“  two  pieces  confirm  the  continuance  of  the 
“  hoftile  proceedings  of  the  Englifh. 

“  Neither  did  they  confine  themfelvesto 
,c  this  open  war  by  land,  but  committed  the 
“  fame  violation  of  treaties  in  the  feas  of 
“  North  America,  with  the  utmofl  licen- 
“  cioufnefs,  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
<c  extracts. 

“  Ever  fince  the  year  1749,  the  time 
<c  when  the  Englifh  began  to  come  over  in 
"  crowds  to  Chebukto,  in  order  to  fettle  in 
“  that  country,  the  French  could  not  navi- 
“  gate  with  any  fafety  along  the  eaft  coafb, 
“  or  even  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ifle 
“  of  Canfo  and  the  bay  of  Checabouktok, 

•  “  becaufe 
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“  becaufe  of  the  frequent  menaces  of  that 
"  nation.  They  continued  to  build  veffel3 
“  of  all  fizes,  to  feize  on  every  thing  they 
“  met  with,  and  even  on  the  perfons  of  fea- 
“  men,  which  was  done  on  feveral  occa- 
“  fions.  This  very  year,  at  Petit  Degrat 
“  in  Cape  Breton,  they  took  three  lhallops, 
“  with  all  the  crew,  whom  they  fet  afbore 
“  for  a  while,  but  obliged  them  to  go  on 
“  board  again,  and  fent  them  back  by 
“  land,  after  plundering  them  of  all  the 
“  cod  which  they  had  caught  on  the  coafl 
“  of  Martengo. 

“  When  they  had  made  their  fettlements 
“  at  Chebukto,  they  fent  out  detachments 
“  all  over  Acadia,  without  any  regard  to 
“  ancient  treaties,  to  oblige  the  French  and 
“  their  families  to  continue  there  with  their 
“  goods  and  effects,  as  well  moveable  as  im- 
“  moveable ;  otherwife  to  depart  from  thence, 
“  without  taking  away  the  leaft  thing. 

<c  In  Auguft  and  September  they  feized 
“  on  two  miffionaries,  namely,  the  Sieur 
cc  Girard  at  Cobequit,  whom  they  kept  pri- 
“  foner  upwards  of  three  months  at  Che- 

T  3  “  bukto  j 
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bukto;  and  the  Sieur  la  Goudalie,  whom 
they  obliged  to  return  to  France. 

Since  then  fettling  at  Chebukto,  they 
have  conflantly  kept  fliips  of  force  cruizing 
in  the  panage  of  Fronfac,  under  pretence 
of  tranfporring  cattle  from  Acadia  to  the 
ill  and  of  St.  John,  or  to  Cape  Breton, 
They  have  likewife  committed  feveral 
other  hoftilities  againft  the  French  veffels 
going  and  coming  from  Cape  Breton  to 
Sl.  Jonn  s,  fo  as  to  ufe  the  refpeclive  crews 
extiemeiy  ill,  and  to  feize  on  their  cargoes, 
mid  fometimes  their  veffels,  notwithft&nd- 
ing  that  they  produced  the  moft  authen¬ 
tic  pafsports.  If  they  have  not  acted  this 
>eai  above  manner,  it  is  becauie 


<c  France  being  informed  of  thefe  proceed- 

“  *ngs>  has  kept  fome  frigates  cruizing  on 
“  that  coaff. 


“  In  the  month  of  September  1749,  Mr. 
tf  Jofeph  Gorhron,  an  Englifh  captain  of  a 
privateer,  had  the  aflurance  to  appear  off 
the  coafi:  of  Cape  Breton,  and  even  to 
touch  at  Port  Touloufe  without  permif- 
P  fiofi*  repeated  this  piracy  feveral  times. 

In 
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“  In  1750  they  took,  in  the  Strait  of 
“  Fronfac,  one  John  Michaux,  an  inhabi- 
“  tant  of  Port  Touloufe,  together  with  his 
“  boat,  which  they  towed  behind  their  fhip : 
“  then  they  obliged  this  man  to  pilot  them 
“  as  far  as  Point  Prime,  in  the  illand  of  St. 
“  John,  where  they  made  him  land,  in  or- 
“  der  to  look  out  for  provifions,  and  to  beg 
“  leave  for  them  to  come  afhore  j  and  the 
“  Sieur  Bonaventure,  the  commanding  offi- 
“  cer  in  that  illand,  granted  their  requell. 

“  In  the  month  of  Augull  of  the  fame 
“  year  1750,  Jofeph  le  Blanc,  an  inhabitant 
“  of  Port  Touloufe,  was  taken  by  the  Eng- 
“  glifh,  and  detained  prifoner,  together 
“  with  feveral  other  French  men  and  wo- 
“  men,  during  the  fpace  of  eight  days ;  at 
“  the  expiration  of  which  they  were  fuffered 
“  to  depart,  after  they  Had  been  llripped  of 
“  their  canoe,  and  of  every  thing  in  it. 

There  are  feveral  other  fads  of  the  like 
“  nature,  which  we  pafs  over  in  filence,  and 
which  have  happened  lince  the  peace,  by 
“  reafon  that  we  have  not  at  prefent  the 
names  of  thole  who  have  been  lufferers  by 

T  4  “  the 
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the  Englifh ;  yet  the  fa&s  are  certain, 
“  The  1 8th  of  the  fame  month  of  Auguft 
!75°>  an  inhabitant  of  Cobeguit,  byname 
c<  Jo!m  Fergufon,  was  taken  by  the  Englifh 
“  m  the  London,  from  Quebec,  commanded 
“  by  Captain  Jaluim,  juft  at  the  entrance 
“of  Vixchu.  They  carried  the  veffei 
“  to  Chebukto,  though  there  were  only 
feme  Acadian  families  on  board,  that 
“  wanted  to  retire  to  Port  la  Jove  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  John,  together  with  their 
“  moveables  and  effects :  but  the  Englifh 
“  took  all  they  had. 

“  Thefe  outrages  were  only  a  prelude  to 
“  the  violence  committed  by  Mr.  Roux,  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  f  rigate  belonging  to  the  king  of 
“  Great-Britain,  who  had  the  affurance  to 
“  attack  one  of  the  king’s  brigantines, 
“  named  St.  Francis,  on  the  16th  of  O&o- 
“  ber  J75°>  laden  with  provifions,  clothes, 
“  and  arms,  for  the  French  polls  on  the 
“  riyer  of  St.  John.  This  brigantine  was 
“  carried  to  Elalifax,  and  declared  a  good 
“  prize,  though  the  governor,  upon  re- 
:£  ceiving  an  accouut  of  the  circumflances, 

»  V 
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had  declared  that  Mr.  Roux  was  in  the 

1 

wrong,  and  had  even  ordered  provifions  * 
on  board  the  brigantine,  with  an  intent  cf 
“  fending  her  back.  But  as  the  papers  and 
<c  declarations  of  what  palled  in  regard  to 
“  this  affair,  have  been  tranfmitted  to  court 
“  by  Medieurs  Dedierbiers  and  Prevod,  we 
“  lhall  wave  entering  any  further  upon  this 
cc  article. 

“  It  is  mod:  notorious,  that  there  has 
f‘  hardly  a  month  palled  fince  the  conclud- 
“  ing  of  the  lad:  peace,  in  which  the  Englilh 
“  privateers  have  not  infeded  thefe  coads. 
“  They  have  even  appeared  at  the  mouth 
“  of  our  harbours,  as  if  they  really  in- 
“  tended  to  frighten  us  ;  and  no  doubt 
“  but  their  defign  was  to  found  thefe  har- 
“  bours,  in  order  to  invade  us,  upon  the 
“  drd  favourable  occafion  $  and  fometimes 
“  we  have  feen  five  of  their  fhips  employed 
“  in  this  bufinefs  at  a  time. 

“  The  28th  of  the  fame  month  of  Au- 
“  gud  1751,  an  Engliflr  gar  da  cofta ,  da- 
“  tioned  near  Point  d  Beaufejour,  fired  fe- 
*5  veral  times  upon  a  French  canoe,  in 

y  which 
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“  whlch  there  was  an  officer,  who  had  been 
iciit  fi  om  his  poll  to  RstiuJejour ,  m  learch 
of  provifions.  The  ffiip’s  boat,  with  fe- 
i£  veral  armed  men,  rowed  after  the  canoe  ; 

fo  that  the  officer  and  three  foldiers, 
“  which  was  all  the  company  he  had  with 
“  him>  were  obliged  to  fave  themfelves 
“  afllore-  After  exchanging  a  few  ffiot  on 

both  Tides,  the  Engliffi  returned  to  their 
“  ffiip.” 

ideie,  Sii,  you  have  a  lift  of  our  griev¬ 
ances.  The  commandant  of  Cape  Breton, 
v/ho  dr e w  it  up,  would  have  had  a  more 
fpacious  field  to  difplay  his  eloquence,  if 
he  had  continued  here  much  longer  ;  for 
mice  his  depaiture,  there  have  been  many 
other  fubjects  of  the  like  complaint.  Yet  I 
heg  you  will  take  notice  of  the  evil  genius 
of  tne  inhabitants  of  this  country  :  is  it  not 
amazing,  that  after  fuch  a  feries  of  Engliffi 
ci  uelties,  any  of  our  people  ffiould  have  been 
Jo  weak  as  to  think  we  were  in  the  wrong  j 
and  perhaps,  to  infift  in  this  opinion,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  trouble  the  governor 
took  to  undeceive  us  ?  For  after  all,  this 

charitable 
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charitable  reflexion  on  our  conduct,  was 
fubjoined  to  the  memorial,  which  he  had 
annexed  to  the  juftiflcation  of  the  favages ; 
the  whole,  as  you  know  very  well,  for  the 
infpedtion  of  the  Englifli  commiflaries. 

It  is  however  but  fair,  notwithftanding 
what  the  commandant  may  fay,  (for  there 
was  no  love  loft  betwixt  us)  to  add  a  word 
or  two  in  juftiflcation  of  our  opinion,  which 
he  has  not  refuted  fo  ftrongly  as  he  ima¬ 
gined. 

We  all  believed  at  that  time,  and  for  my 
part  I  do  ftill  believe,  that  we  ought  not 
to  judge  of  the  juftice  of  the  caufe  of  either 
fide,  from  the  actions  of  individuals ;  but 
from  the  nature  of  the  difpute,  which  gave 
rile  to  thole  a£tions  ;  that  is,  we  ought  not 
to  judge  by  the  effe<ft,  but  by  the  caufe. 
As  for  our  upbraiding  the  Englifli,  becaufe 
we  have  done  fome  a£ts  of  humanity  to 
people  of  that  nation,  the  charge  is  not 
only  groundlefs,  but  puerile  }  the  former, 
becaufe  the  generofity  of  a  few  individuals, 
which  has  frequently  met  with  an  equal  re¬ 
turn  trom  the  enemy,  does  by  no  means 

deter- 
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determine  the  intereft  of  a  nation  5  the 
latter,  becaufe  thofe  very  individuals  had  it 
not  in  their  power  to  comply  with  thofe 
impulfes  of  humanity,  but  on  thofe  parti¬ 
cular  occafions  ;  in  every  other  refped,  they 
were  obliged  to  follow  the  orders  of  their 
refpeaive  fovereigns,  to  whom  alone  it  be¬ 
longs  to  determine  the  real  interefts  of  their 
people.  Confequenly  there  is  no  ingratitude, 

where  duty  and  neeeffity  are  both  a  fufficient 
plea. 

With  regard  to  the  true  reafons  of  the 
meafure  that  followed,  I  think  I  may  enter 
into  a  difcuflion  of  them  with  fiich  a  friend 
41S  you  ;  which  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to 
do,  after  I  have  informed  you  of  the 
grievances  complained  of  by  the  Englifli, 
and  of  their  anfwer  to  ours,  which  I  pro- 
pofe  doing  in  my  next.  I  am, 

S  I  R, 

Yours,  &c, 


LET- 
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LETTER  XIX. 

2) Ifcujjion  of  the  caufes  of  the  war  faffs 
proved  by  the  Engl  if,  which  refute  the 
charge  of  their  enemies,  and  jujlify  their 
own  conduff. 

S  I  R, 

r  | "'HE  Englifh,  previous  to  their  an- 
JL  Ever  to  our  complaints,  propofe  a 
queftion,  which  every  body  living  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  anfwering,  if  we  will  not ;  it 
is  this :  the  party  who  has  bore  with  all 
kinds  of  infult,  private  and  public ;  who 
through  moderation,  love  of  peace,  and 
perhaps  through  imprudence,  has  patiently 
fubmitted  to  the  encroachments  of  an  aflive 
and  vigilant  enemy  ;  quaere,  whether  that 
party  is  obliged  to  fit  down  quietly  till 
he  is  completely  ruined,  upon  pain  of 
being  confidered  as  an  unjuft  aggreffor  ? 
Indeed  there  is  fo  very  little  doubt  con¬ 
cerning  this  point,  and  the  law  of  felf- 
prefervation  and  defence,  which  nature 
has  imprinted  in  our  hearts,  is  fo  clear 
and  exprefs,  that  our  enemy  immediately 

pro- 
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pioceed  to  prove  their  charge.  And  fir  ft  0f 
all,  they  condemn  themfelves  for  being  f0 
eafy  as  to  fuffer  our  encroachments  and 
ufurpations  in  the  feveral  colonies  border- 
ing  on  our  frontiers;  and  it  is  very  certain, 
that  here  they  are  in  the  right.  What  a 
blindnels  muft  it  have  been  in  them  to  fuffer 
us  fo  tamely  to  eredt  our  forts  on  the  back  of 
their  colonies,  on  the  Ohio,  and  in  other 
places  ?  Did  they  imagine  we  fhould  not 
have  feni'e  enough  to  conclude,  that  their 
acquiefcence  was  more  than  a  tacit  con- 
feflion,  of  our  right  to  thofe  lands,  which 
they  did  not  hinder  us  from  pofleffing  ? 
Or  did  they  pretend  to  hurt  us  more  by  de¬ 
priving  us  of  a  property  acquired,  than  by 
oppofing  our  acquifition  ?  In  truth,  I  think 
that  either  way  they  were  much  in  the 
wrong.  The  former  was  too  hazardous  a 
pielumption  ;  the  latter,  too  ingenious  a 
xefinement.  But  whatever  they  thought 
about  this  matter,  I  can  hardly  believe  they 
ever  dreamed  of  what  has  happened.  And 
how  could  they  forefee,  that  our  daily  en- 
croachments  fhould  not  only  in  veil  us  with 


t 


Caufes  of  the  War.  287 

the  property  of  the  lands  we  ufurped,  but 
likewife  give  us  a  right  to  exclude  our 
good-natured  neighbours  from  any  fiiare  ? 
Hence  they  were  in  the  utmoft  alfonifh- 
ment,  when  coming  to  look  about  them  a 
little  upon  the  back  of  their  fettlements, 
they  heard  us  fay,  Gentlemen,  pray  re¬ 
tire,  here  are  boundaries,  which  you  mull 
not  pafs.  Where  are  thofe  boundaries, 
they  cried  out,  and  who  has  a  right  to 
prefcribe  any  to  us  in  a  country  that  is  our* 
own  property  ?  Nature,  we  anfwered  them. 
Nature  knew  we  fliould  have  need  of  a 
communication  with  our  colony  of  Miffi- 
fippi  i  that  this  communication  would  be 
very  near  your  fettlements ;  and  fhe  has 
placed  the  Apalachian  mountains  betwixt 
us  ;  this  is  a  natural  barrier. 

What  do  you  think  of  this  dialogue? 
Don’t  you  imagine  the  Englifh  might  fur¬ 
ther  add  :  \es,  indeed,  we  have  in  lome 
meafure  realbn  to  believe,  that  nature  in¬ 
tended  to  favour  you  in  this  refpecl,  fmcc 
fhe  bewitched  us  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  hath 
enabled  you  to  interpret  her  laws  ?  But 

thcv 
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they  made  no  i'ucli  remark.  They  were 
fatisfied  with  referring  to  the  general  laws 
and  culloms  of  nations.  Upon  this  footing 
they  obferved,  that  ever  fince  the  fir  If  dif- 
covery  of  America,  there  had  not  been  the 
leaf!  doubt  about  the  property  now  difput- 
ed  j  that  the  Spaniards,  and  all"  other  na¬ 
tions,  had  been  ever  confidered;  as  mailers 
of  the  inland  country,  wherever  they  had 
taken  poffeffion  of  the  fea-eoaft,'unlefs  Tome 
other  European  nation  had  been  fettled 
there  befoie  them;  that  this  kind  of  pof- 
leffion  being  generally  allowed,  it  was  not 
only  unfair,  but  abfurd,  to  make  excep¬ 
tions  againft  the  Englifh ;  that  their  for¬ 
bearance,  in  regard  to  the  encroachments 
of  the  French,  ought  not  to  deprive  them 
of  the  advantage  of  this  general  rule,  be- 
caufe  a  mere  forbearance  never  was  confi¬ 
dered  as  an  ablolute  agreement,  or  acquief- 
cence,  much  lefs  as  a  renunciation  of  ella- 


blifhed  rights ;  therefore  as  they  never  ima¬ 
gined  there  could  be  any  other  boundaries, 
in  refpeft  to  their  fettlements  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio,  than  the  South-Sea  weft  ward, 

their 
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their  own  pleafure,  or  an  oppofition  from 
the  natives  of  the  country,  they  could  not 
have  prefumed,  that  their  eafy  temper  in 
fuffering  the  French  to  occupy  part  of  a 
country,  of  which  they  had  no  need  at  that 
time,  fhould  make  them  forfeit  their  right 
of  dominion,  and  even  deprive  them  of 
the  country  which  they  actually  occupied, 
or  render  it  more  burdenfome  than  ufeful  to 
them. 

Do  not  you  think  it  is  a  very  eafy  matter 
to  deteimine  a  right,  acknowledged  in  every 
other  cafe  but  that  in  debate,  where  it  is 
the  intereft  of  one  of  the  parties  not  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  it  ?  Do  not  you  think  the  point 
too  clear  to  take  up  any  more  of  our  time  ? 
Would  not  you  fay  boldly,  if  you  were  not 
a  Frenchman,  let  us  do  as  we  would  be 
done  by,  without  wrefting  a  general  rule  to 
our  own  private  purpofe  ?  At  leaft,  I  think 
fo ;  but  fhould  not  you  be  tempted  to 
adapt  this  fame  realbning  to  the  other 
point,  which  we  would  fain  reprefent  as  du¬ 
bious.  between  the  Englifli  and  us ;  I  mean 
the  difpute  about  the  limits  of  Acadia. 

^  When 
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When  the  Englifh,  before  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  difpoheiled  us  of  that  country, 
which  is  comprized  under  the  name  of  Aca¬ 
dia,  did  not  we  demand  it  back  again  under 
the  fame  name,  and  had  not  we  the  very 
fame  idea  of  it,  as  our  enemies  have  at  pre- 
fent  ?  At  what  time  did  we  alter  our  no¬ 
tion  about  its  limits  ?  If  we  had  the  fame 
certainty  concerning  this  article,  as  we  pre¬ 
tend  to  at  prefent,  how  came  We  to  give 
the  denomination  of  the  fmalleft  part  to 
the  whole,  which  we  demanded  back  again  ? 
Do  you  think,  that  if  we  had  taken  pofc 
feflion  of  England,  the  Englifh  would  ima¬ 
gine  they  had  demanded  a  full  reflitution, 
only  by  mentioning  the  county  of  Surry  ? 
But  if  people  would  explain  themfelves  fuf- 
ficiently,  when  the  point  was  only  concern¬ 
ing  a  reflitution  (and  in  that  cafe  it  would 
be  agreeing  they  had  the  fame  notions)  ought 
not  they  atleaftto  explain  themfelves  when 
the  queftion  related  to  a  ceffion  abfolute  and 
irrevocable  ?  What  fhould  we  think  of  the 
Englifh,  if  after  ceding  Virginia,  or  fome 
other  colony  to  us,  they  were  to  fay  :  You 
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are  much  miftaken,  if  you  imagined  that 
we  intended  to  yield  the  whole  country 
called  Virginia  at  the  time  of  the  refignation ; 
we  only  defigned  to  give  you  our  original 

fettlemcnt  ?  This  is  what  we  heretofore 

. '  *  •  , 

called  Virginia,  and  really  belongs  to  you  ; 
all  the  reft  is  ftill  our  property.  This  fubter- 
fuge  in  the  beginning  would  make  us  laugh 
(for  that  is  the  firft  effect  an  object  of  ridicule 
hath  upon  a  Frenchman,  let  the  confequence 
be  what  it  will)  and  afterwards  we  fliould 
rail  in  the  Englilh  way,  with  as  much  ap¬ 
parent  flegm,  as  real  fury.  But  did  the 
French  continue  to  live  in  that  country, 
which  we  are  no  longer  willing  to  confider 
as  part  of  Acadia,  after  the  treaty  of  U- 
trecht  ?  Yes,  furely,  the  Englilh  will  reply  j 
nay,  we  had  made  this  a  condition.  It  be¬ 
hoved  us,  that  the  country  we  had  fo  lately 
acquired,  fliould  not  be  depopulated  im¬ 
mediately  ;  but  at  prefent  we  would  fooncr 
chufe  to  fee  it  intirely  wafte,  than  to  find 
that  our  new  fubjeefs  held  a  fecret  corre- 
fpondence  with  our  enemies,  or  that  we 
fhould  be  perpetually  obliged  to  be  upon 
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our  guard  againit  the  fnares  of  thole,  whom 
we  ourfelves  enabled  to  hurt  us. 

I  know  not  what  anfwer  can  be  given  to 
thefe  reafons:  indeed  the  fhorteft  way  is 
to  deny  their  folidity ;  and  do  you  imagine 
it  would  be  worth  while  to  prove  it  ? 
No  furely;  therefore  both  nations  have 
thought  proper,  for  motives  of  a  diffe¬ 
rent  nature,  but  eafy  to  guefs  at,  to  drop 
the  original  caufe  of  the  quarrel,  which 
was  too  trifling  for  one  fide  to  merit  a 
longer  difpute,  and  of  too  much  confe- 
quence  to  the  other  to  anfwer  all  objections. 
It  remains  therefore  for  us  to  imitate  their 
conduCt  j  and  fince  while  they  amufe  them- 
felves  with  the  expectation  of  a  peace,  they 
only  rail  at  one  another  for  having  com¬ 
menced  the  war,  let  us  follow  their  ex- 

-  -  '  V  -  '  .A  i  k  -v 

ample. 

You  fee,  Sir,  that  with  my  wonted  im¬ 
partiality,  I  have  weighed  our  grievances, 
together  with  the  ftrong  reafons  we  have 
to  complain  of  the  Englifh  ;  you  have  like- 
wife  feen,  that  notwithftanding  my  natu¬ 
ral  inclination,  I  have  fhewn  too  great  a  re¬ 
gard 


Caufes  of  the  IVar.  .293 
*  *•  '  ">  ^  M 

•gard  for  truth  to  make  the  balance  prepon¬ 
derate  on  our  fide.  Let  us  now  inquire 
whether  our  enemy’s  apology  will  anfwer 
their  defign,  better  than  ours  hath  done 
ours.  I  fhall  wave  the  feveral  complaints, 
which  the  Englifh  make  againft  our  en¬ 
croachments  from  the  peace  of  Utrecht  to 
that  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  This  laft  treaty 
ought  to  have  effaced  the  memory  of  them, 
or  at  leaff,  ought  to  have  made  us  hope  for 
mutual  redrefles,  and  neceiTary  explica¬ 
tions.  While  we  waited  for  the  effedf  of 
thofe  promifes,  both  fideS  had  agreed  to  a 
iufpenfion  of  all  hoflihties ;  fo  that  v/e 
muft  confine  ourfelves  to  the  ffeps  that  have 
been  taken  fince  that  period.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  the  account  given  by  the  enemy,  which 

we  fhould  find  extremely  difficult  to  inva¬ 
lidate. 

The  court  of  Verfailles  has  always 
**  l°°ked  upon  North  America,  as  an  ob- 
“  jeft  wortky  of  her  chief  attention,  and 
“  without  all  doubt  has  formed  a  plan 
“  to  make  herfelf  miftrefs  of  it;  a  plan 
_  which  flie  has  ffeadily  purfued,  though 

U  3  “  with 


m 


294  Difcujfton  of  the 

“  with  all  the  privacy  and  art  imaginable. 

However,  fince  the  treaty  of  Aix-la- 
“  Chapelle,  the  French  have  difclofed  their 
£C  views  more  openly,  becaufe  they  have 
“  purfued  them  with  greater  warmth,  their 
c:  encroachments  having  been  more  mime- 
“  rous,  and  their  hoftilities  more  violent. 

“  In  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  here- 
4£  tofore  Acadia,  they  have  ere&ed  a  fort 
“  near  Bay  Verte,  from  whence  they  have 
“  an  eafy  communication  by  water  with 
“  Louilburg,  Canada,  and  the  other  French 
“  fettlements.  They  have  likewife  erefted 
“  another,  mounting  upwards  of  thirty 
“  guns,  which  commands  the  further  end 
“  of  the  Bay  of  Fundi.  They  have  made 
“  themfelves  matters  of  the  river  of  St. 
“  John,  and  built  thereon  two  forts,  from 
“  which  they  have  had  the  infolence  to  fire 

againft  one  of  the  king’s  Ihips.  They  have 
“  runaway  with  all  the  trade,  which  before 
“  this  lafl  peace  belonged  intirely  to  the 
ft  Englifh  ;  fo  that  confidering  all  things 
f‘  properly,  the  French,  and  the  favages 

under  their  eotnmand,  are  more  effec-r 
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“  tually  mailers  of  this  whole  province 
“  than  we.  They  have  afiilled,  and  llirred 
“  up  thofe  people  againll  us,  and  of 
“  courfe  are  anfwerable  for  the  barbarities 
“  committed.  This  is  as  eafy  to  prove 
“  as  the  endeavours  they  ufed  to  break 
“  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  we  had  con- 
“  eluded  the  22d  of  November  1752,  with 
“  the  Mickmaks  and  Malechite  favages:  fo 

O  7 

that  not  content  with  employing  their 
“  mihionaries  to  perfuade  them  to  violate 
“  this  treaty,  even  the  governor  of  Louif- 
“  burg  made  an  harangue  to  thofe  people 
“  himfelf  with  this  fanguinary  delign. 

“  Since  this  fame  treaty  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
“  pelle,  they  have  ere&ed  feveral  forts  in 
“  the  country  of  the  Iroquois,  who  are 
“  under  the  protection  of  the  Endilh  • 
“  among  the  reft,  one  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  lake  Ontario,  direCtly  oppofite  to 
“  the  Englilh  fort  Ofwego.  They  have 
“  built  a  large  ftrong  houfe  to  trade 
“  with  the  favages  between  the  lakes  Erie 
“  and  Ontario,  weft  ward  of  the  great  fall 
4t  of  Niagara,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the 

U  4  “  paffage 
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^  pad  age  of  thofe  favages,  who  afeend  the 
“  Iake  in  their  way  to  Ofwego. 

“  In  the  year  1753,  they  marched  a  con- 

“  flderable  body  of  regular  troops,  militia, 
and  lavages,  into  the  country  of  the 
Iroquois,  though  the  latter  had  entreat- 
'£  ed  them,  feveral  times,  to  delift.  Nay, 
"  tney  threatened  to  deftroy  every  body  that 
“  oppofed  their  deftgn. 

-The  fame  year  they  built  two  forts  j 
“  one  upon  the  river  that  fails  into  the  lake 
Eiie  ;  and  the  other  at  the  diftance  of 
fifteen  miles  upon  the  river  aux  Boeufs , 
which  empties  itfelf  into  that  of  the  Ohio. 

“  Ear]y  tbe  next  year  they  marched 
to  the  little  Englilh  fort  at  the  pafs 
of  Mchagouata,  below  the  river  Ohio, 
which  being  but  weakly  guarded  by 
“  a  few  troops  from  Virginia,  furren- 
“  dered  by  capitulation  at  the  firft  fum- 
“  mons.  Some  time  after,  a  body  of 
“  twelve  hundred  French  attacked  Major 
“  Wafhington,  who  commanded  the  troops 
“  from  Virginia,  confifting  of  about  three 
hundred  men,  and  obliged  him  to  fur- 
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«  render.  This  is  the  very  officer  that  the 
“  French  have  fo  often  charged  with  the 
“  pretended  afi'aflination  of  the  Sieur  de  Ju- 
“  monville  ;  a  charge  they  ought  to  be 
“  a 0 lamed  of,  after  the  murder  of  Mr. 
“  How,  which  was  done  at  their  inlfigation 
“  by  the  favages  of  their  party,  as  he  was 
“  on  his  return  from  a  conference  of  tlvcir 
“  own  appointing,  whither  he  had  went  in 
“  full  reliance  upon  the  law  of  nations. 
“  The  cafe  was  otherwife,  as  every  body 
“  knows,  in  regard  to  Major  Wafhingtori. 
“  He  miilook,  which  was  very  natural,  the 
Sieur  de  Jumonville,  and  the  foldiers  that 
attended  him,  for  a  detachment  of  the 
“  enemy  that  was  coming  to  attack  him  j 
“  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  in  duty  to  him- 
“  felf,  and  to  his  own  prefervation,  he  ought 
“  not  to  have  waited  quietly  for  the  enemy. 
“  The  many  hoflilities  which  he  had  expe- 
“  rienced  on  the  part  of  the  French,  fhould 
have  forewarned  him  not  to  prefume, 
“  that  they  had  fent  an  ambaifador  to  him 

“  with  fuch  a  train.  But  let  the  French 

\ 

'■  make  as  much  noife  as  they  pleafe,  about 
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"  an  accident>  at  which  we  were  more 
**  ?nCyed .  PerllaPs  ^an  they  themfelves ; 
"  t0Ji  .lf  were  not  f°r  this  melancholy 
“  affair>  they  would  have  loffc  one  of  their 
“  moft  difmal  ditties  :  neither  let  us  an- 
“  Aver  them  in  the  fame  tone,  notwith- 
“  Handing  the  advantage  we  have  from  the 

“  date  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  How  :  let  us 
“  return  to  aggreffions,  no  way  owing  to 
“  untoward  accidents. 


“  Befides  feveral  other  forts,  too  tedious 
“  to  enumerate,  which  they  erefted  on  the 
“  territories  in  difpute,  and  on  thofe  in  our 
“  pofleffion,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  confirmed  by  that  of  Aix-la- 
C-h-apeIle  ;  they  have  continually  difturb- 
“  fd  the  commerce  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  s  lubjedts.  They  havefeized,  as  well 
"  in  their  own  territories,  as  in  thofe  of 
’Jt  the  &vages  tlieir  allies,  and  even  in  thofe 
of  the  Iroquois,  who  are  in  alliance  with 
us;  they  have  feized  on  all  the  Englifh 
goods  they  met  with,  and  have  even  de¬ 
clared,  that  they  would  make  every  man  a 
"  pnfoner,  who  pafied  through  the  country 


in 
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in  their  pofleflion ;  a  declaration  made 
«  after  they  had  been  informed,  that  three 
“  hundred  Englilhtncn  were  let  out  from 
«  Penfyl vania  upon  the  faith  of  thofe  trea- 
“  tries,  in  order  to  trade  with  the  favages. 

“  With  regard  to  the  artifices  of  the 
“  miffionaries  to  prejudice  the  favages  againft 
“  us,  and  to  inflame  even  the  minds  of 
“  thofe,  whom  the  moft  folemn  oaths  ought 
“  furely  to  have  reftrained,  they  are  too 
“  notorious  to  be  repeated.  But  if  they  are 
“  fo  fuccefsful  in  impofing  upon  Ample 
“  and  credulous  people,  under  the  cloak  of 
“  religion  ;  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  fuch 
“  wicked  fuccefs  will  prove  fatal  at  length 
«  to  themfelves.  What  can  our  enemies 
“  do  more  ?  They  can  tell  us,  in  plain 
“  terms,  that  they  do  not  declare  war 
u  againfl:  us ;  and  do  not  we  know  it  ?  And 
“  is  it  not  evident,  that  the  reafon  of  their 
“  deferring  this  formality,  is  becaufe  they 
f‘  do  not  think  themfelves  as  yet  a  match 
**  for  us  ?  for  notwithftanding  the  territory, 
“  which  they  have  gradually  ufurped  from 
us,  they  are  not  as  yet  able  to  maintain 

‘c  a  con- 
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a  confiderable  number  of  troops.  AH 

“  had  ,therefore  to  do,  was  to  wait  for 
*  t  e  critical  moment,  when  their  fcheme 

"  Was  nPe  for  execution ;  and  furely  it 
“  was  abominable,  that  we  had  not  pa- 

“  tience  to  wait.  But  we  may  well  deferve 

“  lklS  Cenfure>  after  the  reproach  that  has 
“■been  caft  upon  us  even  by  the  favages. 

An  envoy  of  the  fix  nations  addreffed 
‘  himfelf  publicly  in  thefe  words  to  the 
"  klnS’s  commiffary,  at  a  conference  in 
“  Albany  :  You  talk,  laid  he,  of  your 
“  forces  i  where  are  they  ?  The  French 
“  erea  forts,  and  keep  them  after  they  are 
erected ;  and  the  Englifli  cannot  hinder 

‘‘  tkem;  The  French  ad  like  men  ,  the 
“  Englifh  like  women.” 

How  flinging  mull  this  fpeech  have  been, 
and  how  mortifying  to  men  of  fpirit  ?  Is 
it  then  furprizing,  that  after  the  feveral  al¬ 
legations  of  the  Englifh,  of  which  I  have 
given  a  compendious  account,  they  have 
at  length  been  roufed  to  a  necefiary  degree 
©f  refentment  ?  • 

But  thefe  accufations  being  diametrically 

oppo- 
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oppofite  to  thofe  of  the  French,  you  would, 
fain  know  whether  they  are  well  founded, 
and  which  of  the  two  we  are  to  believe  ?  I’ll 
tell  you  frankly.  In  regard  to  the  fadts, 
you  may  believe  both  Tides ;  only  you  arc 
not  to  depend  fo  much  on  dates  and  circum- 
ftances  ;  and  in  this  re fp eel  we  were  charg¬ 
ed  here  with  giving  it  againft  ourfelves. 
For  inftance,  we  were  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  every  thing  the  Englilh  advanced  ;  we 
knew  for  certain  the  fchemes  that  were 
executed  almoll  under  our  nofes ;  we  were 
grieved  to  fee  the  favages  excited  to  commit 
barbarities,  which  fome  time  or  other  mull 
fall  upon  their  own  heads,  and  you  have 
not  forgot  what  I  faid  to  you  upon  this  fub- 
je<St.  When  the  Englilh  turned  the  tables 
upon  us,  we  were  not  at  all  furprized.  But 
it  was  their  forbearance  that  aftonifhed  us. 
Not  one  of  us  will  deny  that  they  at¬ 
tacked  us  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wefkak 
but  every  honeft  man  will  confefs,  that  all 
they  meant  by  it  was  to  hinder  us  from 
making  any  new  works,  and  to  deflroy 
fuch  as  had  been  already  eredled.  In  regard 

to 
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to  the  torts  which  we  ;  are  blamed  for,  and 
for  which  we  blame  ourfeives,  there  is  not 
fo  much  as  a  common  peafant  in  this  place 
but  would  be  able  to  condemn  us,  without 
going  to  fee  whether  there  was  a  date  on 
the  frontifpiece.  I  own,  indeed,  it  is  a  mif- 
fortune  for  us  not  to  be  able  to  difpute  about 
lafts,  as  you  have  done  m  Europe :  to 
make  us  fomc  amends,  we  have  leifure 

enough  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  thofc 

*  * 

fa&s,  and  we  have  the  fatisfa&ion,  which 
a  generous  bread:  always  enjoys,  of  being 
able  to  do  juftice  even  to  an  injured  enemy. 

I  forefee  very  plainly,  that  this  generous 
difpofition  will  foon  be  tried :  it  feems  as  if 
the  enemy,  whom  we  have  lately  provoked, 
were  preparing  to  return  the  mifehief  we 
have  done,  or  evidently  intended  to  do  to 
their  nation.  I  believe  they  will  fet  about 
it  without  any  manner  of  ceremony,  and  if 
we  come  to  refleft  upon  our  conduct,  we 
cannot  condemn  them. 

How  melancholy  our  fituation !  we  have 
involved  ourfeives  in  a  bloody  quarrel  before' 
we  were  prepared  for  our  defence :  we  have 

taken 
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taken  fuch  fteps  as  are  equivalent  to  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war,  without  waiting  till  we 
had  no  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  performing 
this  ceremony.  How  blameable  our  con- 
dudt  in  every  refpedf  !  Do  you  imagine 
that  he  who  fhall  accufe  the  enemy  of  not 
having  paid  a  proper  refpedt  to  the  law  of 
nations,  by  which  a  cuftom  fo  worthy  of 
humanity  has  been  eftablilhed,  will  gain 
any  great  matter  by  this  recrimination :  or 
that  he  who  fhall  find  it  fo  eafy  to  excufe 
the  enemy,  will  like  to  do  it  at  the  expence 
of  his  own  party  ?  Yet  one  of  thefe  fides 
muft  we  embrace ;  for  there  is  no  medium : 
the  thunder  rattles  and  is  ready  to  burlL 
as  you  will  find  by  the  narrative  in  my  next, 
which  I  have  received  but  juft  this  minute. 
Enough,  and  too  much  for  the  prefent : 
the  lubjedf  is  fo  difagreeable  as  to  oblige  me 
to  break  off,  I  am,  See. 


3°4  *Fhe  Abide  and  Lys 

L  E  T  f  E  R  XX. 

Tihe  taking  oj  the  Alcide  and  the  Lys  by  the 

Englijh  ;  the  far  render  of  Fort  Beaufejour, 

and  other  events  preparatory  to  a  declaration 
of  war.  ’  '  '  ’  ’  '  '  ■ 

SIR, 

T  F  I  have  not  been  able  hitherto  to  fend 
you  any  papers  of  confequence  in  favour 
of  the  French,  it  is  not  fo  much  my  fault  as 
theirs ;  and  you  may  judge  of  the  fatisfac- 
tion  I  fhould  have  in  doing  it,  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  relation,  which  I  fend  you,  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  promife,  without  the  leaft 
abridgment. 

Relation  of  what  paffed  at  the  taking  of 
the  Alcide  by  the  Englifh  fquadron, 
conlifting  of  eleven  men  of  war,  under 
the  command  of  Admiral  Bofcawen. 

“  The  29th  of  May  the  king’s  fquadron, 

“  commanded  by  M.  du  Bois  de  la  Mothe, 

“  lain  by  for  lome  days,  on  account  of 
cc  the  fog  and  want  of  wind.  Towards 
“  fix  in  the  evening,  the  weather  cleared  up 
*£  a  little,  with  a  fmall  fouth-eafl:  breeze. 

“  This 


# 
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This  however  did  not  laft  long,  for  no 
“  foouer  were  the  blips  got  together  again, 
“  than  the  fog  became  as  thick  as  ever. 
“  At  that  time  the  Algonquin,  the  Eipe- 


“  ranee,  and  the  Opini 
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“  the  night  the  weather  grew  excdhve  bad, 

“  there  being  a  ftrong  fouth-weft  wind,  with 
“  heavy  rain,  and  10  thick  a  fog,  that  we 
“  could  not  fee  the  length  of  the  imp.  Wfe 
“  paffed  by  a  huge  bank  of  ice,  which  we 
“  difeovered  only  by  its  whitenefs,  and  by 
<c  a  very  thick  lmoke.  It  was  as  much  as 
“  we  could  do  to  double  it.  The  30th, 
“  the  fouth-weft  wind,  and  bad  weather 
“  lafted  all  day.  I  ftiil  continued  the  fame 
“  courfe  nearly  weft  north-weft,  keeping 
££  with  the  reft  of  the  fquadron,  and  mak- 
££  ing  fometimes  more  and  fometimes  lefs 
££  fail,  in  order  not  to  lofe  company.  All 
££  this  while  we  made  fignals  to  one  ano- 
££  ther,  with  our  bells.  Towards  four  in 
££  the  afternoon  we  heard  no  more  fignals, 
££  whether  it  was  that  the  fhips  had  chang- 
“  ed  their  .  courfe ;  or  that  the  admiral  had. 
££  made  a  fignal  to  tack  about,  and  I  had 


"ft 


u  been 
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“  been  Prevented  by  the  badnefs  of  the 
“  weather  from  hearing  it.  I  ftift  kept  on 

“  ray  courfe  weft  north- weft  till  feven  in 
“  the  evening,  when  I  obliged  my  firft 

“  pilot  to  make  the  point,  which  was  but 
tc  nine  or  ten  leagues  eaft  fouth-eaft  off 
“  Cape  de  Raze.  I  could  fteer  no  other 
“  courfe  than  weft  north- weft,  which 
“  brought  me  juft  upon  it;  befides,  the  bad 
“  weatiier  ftiU  continued,  the  wind  at 
“  nth- weft,  and  a  thick  fog.  At  half 
“  an  hour  after  four  we  faw  no  more  of 
the  fleet,  nor  of  the  admiral;  nor  had  I 
taken  any  elevation  of  the  pole  fmee  the 
“  20th.  I  then  refolved  to  lie  by,  and  to 
“  wait  tll!  ^  cleared  up,  for  it  was  not  pru- 
“  dent  to  run  into  imminent  danger.  - 

“  The  31ft  in  the  morning,  I  faw  the 
“  Lys,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  Aquilon, 

“  which  had  parted  with  the  fquadron  the 
“  lame  day  as  myfelf,  and  nearly  for  the 
“  fame  reafons.  J;. 

The  4th  or  5th  of  June,  the  Aqui- 
“  ion  parted  with  me  in  a  fog.  The  7th 
the  Dauphin  Royal,  which  had  likewile 

**  parted 
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**  parted  company  the  fame  day,  came  up 
«■  to  me  after  we  had  made  fignals  to  each 
“  other.  Towards  fix  in  the  evening,  the 
“  wind  being  very  (lack,  and  weft  north- 
“  weft,  we  efpied  from  our  main  top-maft 
“  eleven  drips  to  the  eaft  north-eaft,  at  the 
“  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues.  Judging 
“  this  might  be  our  fquadron,  I  made  to- 
“  wards  them.  But  ftill  having  Come 
c(  miftruft,  I  was  refolved  to  be  thoroughly 
tC  fatisfied  about  the  matter  before  night. 
“  I  therefore  drew  only  within  fuch  a  di- 
“  ftance,  as  to  find  out  the  fignals.  The 
<c  wind  ftill  abating  and  the  fea  being  per- 
“  fectly  calm,  our  three  veflels  lay  by. 

“  The  8th,  by  break  of  day,  a  frefiv 
“  gale  fpringing  up  in  the  fouth,  I  found 
“  myfelf  advanced  within  three  leagues  of 
‘c  the  fquadron,  which  I  had  taken  for 
<c  ours.  I  made  the  proper  fignals,  to 
“  which  the  enemy  gave  no  anfwer,  but 
crowded  all  the  fail  they  could  to  come 
“  up  with  me.  For  my  part,  I  bore  away 
<c  to  the  north-weft,  which  feemed  to  me 
**  the  beft  courfe  I  could  take  in  mv  pre- 

X  2  cc  fent 
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foliation,  making  the  rear  with  the 
Lys,  and  the  Dauphin  Royal  the  van. 
In  this  order  we  continued  our  courfe, 
“  WIth  a  very  Hack  fouth-weft  wind,  which 
“  is  a  conflderable  advantage  to  the  Ene- 
"  hfh,  becaufe  their  main  fails  are  much 

and  then  other  fails  much  larger 
than  ours.  As  they  fenflbly  advanced  upon 
“  us,  I  hoifted  my  colours,  and  fired  a  gun 
witli  powder  only  ;  they  likewife  hoifl- 
ed  then  s,  but  without  firing.  I  reckon¬ 
ed,  by  the  courfe  I  was  fleering,  and  by 
hoifling  French  colours,  I  fhould  draw 
the  beft  failing  fhips  of  the  enemy  upon 
u  me,  and  give  time  to  the  two  tranfports 
to  make  their  efcape.  Between  ten  and 
“  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  the  Dunkirk 
of  fixty  guns,  in  company  with  two 
other  fhips  of  the  fame  force,  the  ad¬ 
miral  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  the 
reft  of  the  fquadron,  bore  down  upon 
“  me,  within  fuch  a  diflan ce,  that  I 
“  might  have  raked  them  molt  terribly,  if 
<c  I  had  dared  to  begin  the  attack.  The 
“  Aca  w&s  as  fmooth  as  glals,  with  very 

“  little 
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“  little  wind  ;  and  though  I  made  no  doubt, 

“  from  the  enemy’s  motions,  but  they  in- 
“  tended  to  fight  me,  ft  ill  I  was  refolved  to 
“  wait  till  they  commenced  hoftilities.  For 
“  when  I  left  Europe,  there  had  been  no 
“  war  declared;  and  I  was  thoroughly  fen- 
“  fible  of  the  confequence  of  being  the 
“  aggreffor.  I  was  very  fure  the  enemy 
“  would  make  a  handle  of  it  to  charge  me 
“  with  having  begun  the  war,  for  which  I 
“  fhould  be  blamed  over  all  Europe.  Thefe 
“  reflexions  however  hurt  me  greatly. 

“  As  foon  as  the  Dunkirk,  Captain 
“  Howe,  came  near  enough  to  be  fpoke 
“  to,  he  worked  his  fhip  in  fuch  a  manner, 

“  as  if  he  intended  to  board  me  :  and  I 
“  thought  fo  myfelf  for  fome  time.  Yet  as 
“  I  wanted  to  know  what  he  would  be  at, 
“  I  begged  of  Meflieurs  de  Roftaing,  de 
“  Vaudreuil,  Somerville,  and  Drelincourt, 

X  I 

“  to  mind  what  I  was  going  to  fay  to  the 
“  captain  of  the  Dunkirk.  Meflieurs  du 
“  Moulin  and  Geoffroy,  and  the  Chevalier 
“  de  Percevaux,  who  were  upon  the  ftern, 
tf  did  not  lofe  a  Angle  word ;  and  the 

X  3  “  whole 
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“  whole  flip’s  crew  were  very  attentive. 
“  I  therefore  made  our  people  call  out 

“  a,0ud  three  times  in  Englifn,  are  we  at 
peace  or  war  f  They  made  anfwer,  we  do 

“  not  mderP”d  you.  The  fame  queftion 
"  was  then  afked  in  French,  and  we  had 
“  th c  fame  anfwer.  I  then  took  the  fpeak- 

“  inS  trumPCt,  and  afked  twice  again; 
“  “re  <we  at  peace  or  war  ?  The  captain  an- 
“  fwered  me  twice  himfelf,  very  diflindtly, 
and  m  good  French  ;  la  falx,  la  falx , 
Pe<h:‘->  peace.  Yet  the  fignal  to  engage 
“  had  been  made  fome  time  before  on  board 

“  the  admiral  by  a  red  flag.  I  allied  again, 
<c  what  was  the  admiral’s  name  ?  they  an- 
“  Iwered  me,  Admiral  Bofcawen.  I  know 
“him,  fa  id  I;  he  is  a  friend  of  mine  ;  and 
>  Ou,  uii ,  i  v plied  they,  may  we  know  your 
name?  I  made  anfwer,  Hocquart.  The 
“  convention  was  not  long.  No  fooner 
had  I  pronounced  my  name,  and  the 
enemy  the  word  peace ,  but  they  imme- 
“  diately  poured  a  broad-fide  into  us  from 
then  upper  and  lower  tiers,  with  a  dif- 
1  (Ph^rge  of  their  fmall  arms,  which  was 

:l  declaring 
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«  declaring  war.  Their  guns  were  charg- 
«t  ed  with  crols-bar  fliot  and  pieces  of  brals 
“  and  old  iron.  The  fea  was  too  calm  to 
«  lofe  a  fingle  fliot,  and  we  were  fo  near 
to  the  enemy,  that  the  mouths  of  their 
*c  guns  touched  our  flups.  This,  togethci 
. «  with  the  confidence  infpired  by  the  word 
“  peace,  from  the  mouth  of  a  captain,  made 
«  us  lofe  a  great  many  men  ;  yet  our  fire 
<c  was  neither  retarded  nor  llackened,  but 
“  part  of  the  helm  being  carried  away  by  an 
“  unlucky  fhot,  the  pilot  was  forced  to  aban- 


“  don  it.  My  rigging  was  all  cut  in  pieces, 
“  or  become  ufelefs.  In  this  fituation  I 
“  found  myfelf  expofed  to  five  or  fix  of  the 
iC  enemy’s  fhips,  which  furrounded  me  on 
“  every  fide,  and  among  the  reft,  the  vice 
«  admiral’s.  Still  I  continued  firing  for 
fome  time  with  the  utmoft  vivacity,  and 


“  facing  the  enemy  on  every  fide,  as  well 
“  as  the  weak  condition  of  the  men  under 
“  my  command  would  permit.  Some  of 
“  them  had  already  begun  to  fly  from  their 
«  guns.  By  this  time  I  had  loft  a  hun- 
“  dred,  killed  and  wounded,  four  officers 

X  4  “  flain, 


i  c 
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flpin,  and  feveial  difaoled  by  their  wounds. 
‘c  1  iie  nSg*S.  was  damaged,  the  fails  were 

.  '  tore  away’  the  main-maft  was  pierced 
through  the  middle  with  two  cannon 

‘  filot;  lne  fore  top- m  aft  was  fluttered 
"  and  ready  to  come  hy  the  board  j  the 
“  yards  were  cut  i  all  the  mafts  were  da¬ 
maged,  and  feveral  of  our  cannon  dif- 

“  n?ou"ted-  Fading  myfelf  in  this  de- 
(c  plorable  fixation,  without  any  hopes  of 

e*c«ping,  and  bemg  defirous  to  preferve 
;he  llves  oi  a  number  of  brave  fellows,  who 
iiad  fo  valoroufly  fuftained  a  moft  un¬ 
equal  combat,  1  thought  proper  to  fubmit, 
^tili  I  would  not  ftnke  to  any  but  to  the 
“  admiral  ;  and  having  attacked  him  at 
“  length  within  mufket  fnot,  and  killed, 

“  25  he  tokl  me  himfelf,  two  of  his  men,' 

£<  and  wounded  feveral,  I  - received  two 
“  k toad- fid es  from  him,  with  both  his 
‘ '  upper  and  lower  guns.  Then  I  ftruck, 

“  and  was  immediately  furrounded  by  al- 
moft  the  whole  Englilh  fquadron,  having 
•  3  ought  with  every  one  of  them  in  their 


fc  turn 


£f  Whilft 

V  y  '  «  <  ¥  *  ^ 
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Whilft  I  was  thus  engaged,  the  enemy 
sc  had  difpatched  two  fliips  after  the  Dau- 
f<  phin  Royal,  which  could  not  come  up 
“  with  her ;  and  three  more  after  the  Lys, 
“  which  they  took.  I  faw  this  diip  make 
*•  a  gallant  defence,  fo  long  as  die  was 
able  to  make  ufe  of  her  guns  ;  but 
being  put  betwixt  twx>  fires,  and  out 
of  reach  of  mufquet-diot,  die  received 
*  level al  broad-fides,  to  which  die  could 


“  make  but  a  very  feeble  return,  fo  that 
at  length  die  was  obliged  to  fubmit.” 

Now  what  is  your  opinion.  Sir,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  narrative  ?  Do  not  you  think  it 
would  decide  the  matter  in  our  favour,  if 
we  had  always  acted  with  the  fame  candour 
and  fincerity  as  M.  Hocquart.  Indeed 
this  worthy  captain  carried  his  delicacy  as 
far  at  lead:  as  his  bravery.  To  fee  himfelf 
Cjiaced  by  a  fquadron,  which  he  immediate¬ 
ly  pronounced  to  be  the  enemy’s;  to  be¬ 
hold  the  fignal  for  an  engagement,  and  yet 
to  be  fo  obftinate  as  to  enter  into  a  friendly 
converfation  ;  to  give  more  credit  to  a  few 


words  from  a  private  captain,  than  to  the 


decla- 
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declaration  flgnified  by  the  admiral  ;  and 
after  all,  not  to  be  convinced  till  the  fmall 
arms  had  made  a  declaration  of  war ,  is  very 
extraordinary.  In  order  to  heighten  the  glory 
of  this  proceeding,  Ifhould  have  been  pleafed, 
if  M.  Hocquart  had  behaved  thus  at  the 
head  of  a  fquadron  of  eleven  fhips  to  three. 
But  what  excufe  do  you  think  the  Englifh 
pretend  to  make  for  this  behaviour  ?  In 
truth,  they  do  not  trouble  their  heads  about 
any,  but  laugh  at  us.  They  pretend  that 
their  Captain  Howe  had  better  inftru<ftions 
than  M.  Hocquart,  though  the  latter  was 
juft  come  from  Europe ;  that  he  gave  the 
fame  Ixgnification  to  the  word  peace ,  as  the 
French  had  done  in  America  >  that  a  lye 
which  cannot  caufe  a  deception,  is  no  lye, 
according  to  feveral  of  our  cafuifts ;  that 
M.  Hocquart  ought  not  to  have  believed  a 
jeft  which  was  laid  by  way  of  reprifals,  pre¬ 
ferably  to  the  admiral’s  red  flag;  in  a  word, 
that  he  ought  not  to  have  alked  any  que- 
ftions  that  had  been  anfwered  before,  fup- 
pofing  even  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
h«ftilities  on  both  Tides. 


But 
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But  is  this  a  time  for  jetting,  and  will 
the  fubjeft  bear  it  ?  No  furely  ;  and  there 
is  no  manner  of  doubt  but  thofe  who  made 
the  joke,  were  in  the  wrong,  both  in 
the  example,  and  in  the  imitation.  It 
is  fo  precarious  a  thing  to  judge  of  the 
whole  from  a  part,  that  the  Englifli  ought 
not  to  have  believed,  that  becaufe  a  few  tur¬ 
bulent  men  had  perfuaded  fome  people  to 
adopt  a  fyttem  not  at  all  fuitable  to  their 
Intel  eft,  therefore  the  whole  French  nation 
was  in  the  fame  way  of  thinking.  It  is  very 
certain,  that  although  M.  Kocquart  be¬ 
haved  with  fome  fort  of  imprudence  in  re¬ 
gard  to  his  own  fafety,  yet  he  gave  marks 

of  fincerity  and  valour,  worthy  of  ad¬ 
miration. 

_  The  Englifli  alfo  demonftrated  the  opi¬ 
nion  they  entertained  of  our  defigns,  by 
the  ljgoious  treatment,  which  they  are  pre-r 
tended  to  have  fhewn  to  M.  Rigault,  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  three  rivers,  who  was  taken 
on  board  the  Alcide.  M.  Rigault  com¬ 
plained  of  this  behaviour  to  the  French 
miniftet s  and  to  tile  court  of  admiralty:  he 

y 

attributes 
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attributes  it  to  the  notion  the  Englifh  en¬ 
tertained,  that  his  family  had  ufed  their 
credit  to  inflame  the  lavages,  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  ambitious  enterprizes  of  France. 
He  adds,  that  they  charged  him  with  all  this 
in  exprefs  terms  5  which,  I  mull:  own,  feems 
to  make  greatly  againft  us.  How  inclina¬ 
ble  foever  one  nation  may  be  to  throw 
the  blame  upon  another  with  whom  they 
are  at  war,  the  leading  men,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  in  the  military  fervice,  are  not 
fo  mean  as  to  facriflce  one  of  their  equals, 
and  particularly  a  perfon  of  high  rank  and 
birth,  to  a  deflgn  of  this  nature.  There¬ 
fore  the  more  odious  and  unrealonable  this 
behaviour  has  appeared,  the  more  it  proves 
how  firmly  the  enemy  were  convinced  of 
our  defigns ;  and  I  wifh,  with  ail  my  heart, 
as  I  faid  before,  that  we  were  guilty  only  in 
their  eye.  But  while  you  amufe  yourfelves 
with  examining  who  has  been  the  aggreflor, 
and  while  thofe  who  are  in  the  wrong, 

make  a  far  louder  outcry  than  the  party  in- 

•» 

jured,  unfortunately  we  go  on  furnifiiing 
you  with  matter  of  debate.  I  hear  that 


ft  '  #  , 

^ 'ur render  o  f  Fort  Beaufejour.  3i~ 
Beaufejour  is  taken,  and  the  following  is  a 
fliort  account  I  received  of  this  matter  from 
an  officer  belonging  to  that  fort. 

The  15th  of  May  J755  arrived  at 
“  Bay  Verte,  a  fmall  veffel  from  Louilburg 
with  difpatches  from  Meffieurs  de  Dru- 


coui  1  and  Prevoft  to  M.  de  Vergor,  com¬ 
mander  of  that  fort.  They  lent  him 
word,  that  the  Diana,  one  of  the  kind’s 
fiigaies,  was  arrived  fifteen  days  before, 
having  failed  privately  from  Rochfort, 
with  if  riel  orders  not  to  open  her  letters 
till  file  got  two  hundred  leagues  out  to 
fea.  i  o  which  they  further  added,  that 
theie  had  been  a  fleet  of  thirty  fliips  of  the 
line  in  Breft  harbour,  and  in  a  very  few 

“  days  the7  hear  of  its  defoliation  ; 

however,  that  France  was  juft  upon  the 

“  Point  oi?  executing  the  fcheme  which  flic 
ought  to  have  done  long  ago  (this  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  the  invafion  of  Acadia) 
that  no  more  than  two  or  three  fmall 

“  veiTels  from  New  England  have  appeared 
at  Louilburg,  where  they  made  only 

“  ,ia)’  of  a  few  The  2Jth  there  came 
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“  an  exprcfs  from  Louifburg  with  letters  to 
“  De  Vergor ,  but  nothing  has  tranfpired. 
“  They  demand  pickets  and  palifades  for 
“  Louifburg,  and  orders  are  given  to  cut 
“  wood  for  that  purpofe  at  Gafparaux. 

“  Monday  the  2d  of  June  I  was  inform- 
“  ed,  that  the  commandant  had  told  every 
“  body  of  the  Englifh  fleet’s  being  under 
*c  fail  ;  that  it  confifted  of  thirty  fix  veffels 
“  of  different  fizes ;  that  one  of  the  inha- 
“  bitants,  who  had  feen  it,  faid  it  might 
“  enter  as  to  day  into  the  river  of  Mefa- 
tc  goueche;  and  accordingly  it  arrived  there 
“  at  two  in  the  afternoon.  On  Wednef- 
“  day  they  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
tc  bridge  of  Buot,  killed  fome  of  our  men, 
“  and  drove  the  reft  up  to  the  bank  of  Mi- 
“  rande;  which  determined  us  to  fet  fire  to 
,c  the  habitations,  farms,  wood-houfes,  and 
“  even  to  the  church  itfelf.  In  the  mean 
“  time  the  outworks  of  the  fort  were  finifh- 
“  ed,  and  fome  new  ones,  bomb-proof, 
««  were  ere61ed  on  the  baftions.  From 

4  .  ‘ 

“  time  to  time  we  fent  out  detachments,  that 
««  fkirmifhed  with  the  enemy. 


CC 


The 


Surrender  of  F 'ort  Beaufejour.  319 

The  8th  an  Engliffi  officer  was  taken 
"  by  the  lavages,  and  refcued  out  of  their 
“  hands.  Vergor  ufed  him  extremely  well 

“  He  afked  lcave  to  write  to  his  general,  and 
,  to  his  wife,  which  was  granted.  His 

“  JfterS  were  fent  away,  and  the  perfons 
“  that  carried  them  told  us,  at  their  return 

“  that  they  had  feen  only  fix  ten-pounders* 

,c  and  eight  mortars  ;  to  which  the  officer 
“  replied,  that  they  had  not  feen  all. 

“  Tuef(Jay the  9th  fome  favages  from  Ha 

;;  “  us,  that  ^  Lgm  z 

afraid  the  French  fleet  would  be  before 
hand  with  theirs. 
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1  uelday  the  twelfth  of  June  we  receiv- 
intelligence,  that  there  were  three  of 
the  king’s  frigates  at  Louiffiurg,  with 
troops  on  board,  and  defined  for  Bay 

JrtC\  1 1  lday  t,le  we  were  apprized, 
wt  the  Englilh  were  entrenching  them- 

felves  backwards,  and  upon  the  rock  bor- 

£nn5  °n  S!'  °mer’s-  The  works  are 
earned  on  with  vigour.  We  are  about 

fix  hundred  men,  reckoning  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Sonie  cannon  have  been  fired 

'  7 


“  and 
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“  and  the  Englifh  have  begun  to  throw 
“  (hells.  The  16th  one  of  two  hundred 
“  weight  fell  upon  the  jail,  where  it  kill— 

«  ed  an  Englifh  officer  who  was  a  prifoner, 

“  and  feveral  others.  The  ravage  it  has 
«  made,  together  with  the  bad  condition  of 
“  almofl  every  part  of  the  fort,  and  our 
“  being  difappointed  in  the  fuccours  we  ex- 
“  peeled,  have  determined  Vergor  to  capi- 
“  tulate.  The  confufion  was  fo  much  the 
“  greater,  as,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  every 
“  man  of  fenfe,  five  hundred  Acadians  had 
“  been  forced  as  it  were  to  fhut  themfelves 
“  up  in  the  fort,  which  was  only  a  burden 
“  to  us,  and  great  prejudice  to  them.  Thefe 
“  were  fome  of  the  Acadians,  who  had 
«  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king 
“  of  Great-Britain  j  therefore  it  was  ex- 

t 

«  pofing  them,  without  any  good  reafon,  to 

“  be  butchered  ;  fince  they  muft  have  ex- 

“  peeled  either  to  be  crufhed  to  death  under 

“  the  ruins  of  the  fort,  where  it  was  im- 

<c  poffible  for  them  to  fubfifl ;  or  to  be 

«  hanged  like  dogs,  if  they  fell  into  the 

“  hands  of  the  Englifh.  F<jr  my  part,  I 

“  was. 
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”  was  of  opinion,  that  humanity  obliged 
“  me  to  diffuade  them  from  a  defi-m  lb 
“  greatly  to  their  prejudice.  Accordingly 

“  I  prevailed  with  feveral ;  and  after  the 

1 

“  reduction  of  the  fort,  I  made  an  apolo- 
“  gy  for  the  reft,  imputing  it  to  the  im- 
“  plicit  fubmiffion  which  thofe  poor  people 
“  paid  to  their  miffionaries.  And  in  fome 

a 

“  meafure  I  have  fucceeded,  fince  the  Eng- 
“  lilh  did  not  treat  them  with  the  utmoft 
“  feverity,  as  undoubtedly  they  had  a  right 
y  to  do. 


“  The  1 6th  of  June,  in  the  morning, 
the  Sieur  de  V annes,  who  is  a  relation 
“  Vergor,  and  one  of  the  oldeft  lieu- 
“  tenants,  fet  out  with  propofals  for  the 
“  Englifli  camp.  M.  Scherif  returned  with 
an  an  Ever :  we  deputed  him  once  more  to 


“  the  enemy  s  camp,  and  the  capitulation 
was  concluded.  Before  the  Englifh  entered 
the  fort,  we  fent  away  as  many  of  the  mha- 
"  bitants  as  we  poffibiy  could,  and  all  heavy 
“  loaded,  together  with  Vergor’s  domeftics, 
“  who  had  feized  upon  the  moft  valuable 


et  effects. 


The  enemy  took 
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“  the  fort  in  the  evening,  and  though 
“  every  thing  was  conducted  with  tolerable 
tc  good  order  in  the  night-time,  the  bales 
“  of  goods  belonging  to  merchants  were 
“  opened  and  plundered  by  both  parties  ; 
“  but  a  greater  number  by  us  than  by  the 
“  enemy.  The  Englilh  tranfported  the 
“  French  troops,  and  took  care  of  the 
<c  wounded. 

“  The  1 8th  the  enemy  fent  five  hundred 
“  men  to  take  pofTeffion  of  Fort  Gafperau, 
“  which  had  been  furrendered  by  M.  deYil- 
“  leray,  the  commanding  officer,  upon  the 
“  receipt  of  a  letter,  acquainting  him  with 
“  the  capitulation,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
“  with  the  impoffibility  of  refilling  the 
“  enemy.  Jofeph  Broflard,  known  by  the 
tc  name  of  Beaufoleil ,  and  by  the  mifchief 
**  he  has  done  to  the  Englilh,  is  come  with 
“  a  paflport  to  propofe  a  peace  with  the  fa- 
<c  vages.  He  has  only  demanded  a  general 
tc  amnelly,  and  his  own  pardon  in  parti- 
<{  cular,  which  Mr.  Monckton  has  granted. 
“  The  inhabitants  all  around  have  been 
perfuaded  to  bring  in  their  arms  to  the 
\  “  Englifli. 
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“  Englilh.  One  of  them  fa ys  he  came 
<£  from  Louifburg,  where  he  left  five  flilps 
“  of  the  line  and  five  thoufand  men  ;  and 
“  further  adds,  that  they  were  preparing 
“  to  fuccour  Beaufejour" 

You  may  very  well  judge  that  I  have 
abridged  this  journal,  for  upon  thefe  occa- 
fions  the  details  are  generally  the  fame.  Ee- 
fides,  I  think  it  fufficient  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  principal  faffs,  which  if  you  had 
even  been  informed  of  already,  I  fliould 
neverthelefs  have  laid  before  you  again ;  be- 
caufe  they  furnifh  me  with  reflexions,  fuita- 
ble  to  the  view  I  propofed  to'  myfelf  in 
thefe  letters ;  which  was  to  make  you  fen- 
fible  of  the  truth  by  arguments  derived  from 
.thofe  very  faffs,  and  not  to  impofe  upon 
your  undemanding  by  vague  and  indecent 
clamours.  Be  fo  good  therefore  as  to  take 
ilotice  of  the  date  of  the  information  given 
to  Vergor,  concerning  the  thirty  (hips  of  the 
line,  which  were  ready  to  put  to  fea  from 
Breft,  in  order,  as  they  find,  to  invade 
Acadia.  This  was  the  27th  of  May  17  — 
The  Alyide  and  the  Lys  w'ere  taken  the  8th 


3  2  4-  Events  preparatory  to  a 

of  June  the  fame  year.  Obferve  alfo,  that 
the  Alcide  and  the  Lys,  which  belonged  to 
the  fquadron  of  eleven  (hips  of  war  under 
the  command  of  M.  du  Bois  de  la  Mothe, 
made  part  of  thofe  thirty  two  fhips  of  the 
line  that  were  deflined  againffc  Acadia. 
From  thence  pleafe  to  draw  a  very  natural 
conclufion  :  fince  we  have  had  a  public  ac¬ 
count  here  the  27th  of  May,  that  the 

* 

French  fleet  was  fent  to  invade  Acadia,  M. 
Hocquart,  who  was  come  directly  from 
France,  and  belonged  to  that  fleet,  mutt 
undoubtedly  have  known  it  the  8th  of 
Tune  ;  therefore  fince  he  faw  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  pretenflons  of  the  French  to 
peace,  they  were  going  to  wreft  a  pro¬ 
vince  from  the  Englifh,  might  not  he  well 
forefee,  that  the  Englifh  would  hold  the 
fame  language,  and  yet  commit  hoftilities 
againft  his  fhip  ?  Will  you  fay,  that  he  re¬ 
membered  nothing  about  it ;  nor  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fhips  which  compofed  the  French 
fquadron  ?  And  indeed  it  is  very  extraordi¬ 
nary,  that  upon  feeing  and  reckoning  eleven 
Englifh  men  of  war,  he  fhould  have  taken 
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them  for  the  eleven  belonging  to  the  French, 
when  three  were  miffing.  Such  abfurdities 
make  our  enemy  believe  we  were  playing 
tricks  with  them  j  and  they  have  paid  us  in 
our  own  coin.  Yet  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter 
to  finiffithis  game,  for  the  chance  begins  to  go 
againft  us.  Of  what  ufe  is  it  to  difpute,  whe¬ 
ther  we  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  at  war,  if 
the  fword  is  actually  drawn  ?  When  it  is 
become  neceffary  to  fight,  it  is  idle  then  to 
inquire  who  was  originally  in  the  wrong : 
according  to  the  ancient  ufe  of  combat,  it 
muft  be  decided  by  the  fuccefs ;  and  the 
care  of  examining  into  the  foundation  of 
the  quarrel,  and  of  Hating  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  muft  be  left  to  fuch  idle  people  as  us. 
I  therefore  expert  they  will  adopt  this  mea- 
fure  in  France,  the  only  one  remaining. 
In  fliort,  whether  we  come  to  a  formal  de¬ 
claration  of  war,  or  confine  ourfelves  to 
that  which,  in  M.  Hocquart’s  phrafe,  was 
made  by  the  Englifli  fmall  arms ;  or  as  the 
Englifh  pretend,  by  our  unjuft  encroach¬ 
ments  j  I  am  in  hopes  we  fhall  ftrike  a 
terror  into  the  enemy,  by  fending  a  fleet 

Y  3  to 
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to  America  before  theirs;  by  putting  Louif- 
burg  into  a  Rate  of  fecurity  and  defence; 
and  above  all,  by  cutting  out  work  for  the 
Enghfh  at  home ;  or  at  lead:  by  making  a 
vigorous  Hand  againfl  the  numerous  forces, 
with  which  they  intend  to  crufli  us  to  pieces! 
It  is  no  longer  time  to  obferve,  or  pretend 
to  obferve  the  laws  of  peace  In  Europe, 
when  France  is  upon  the  point  of  being 
Gripped  of  all  her  poffeffions  in  America. 
We  have  roufed  the  enemy,  and  are  afleep 
ouifelves.  I  wait  impatiently  for  a  letter 
from  you,  and  hope  it  will  bring  me  an 
account,  that  our  court  has  changed  both 
their  tone  and  their  condinSt.  I  am, 

SIR, 

Yours,  &e. 


LET 


Declaration  of  IV ar  &c.  327 

LETTER  XXI. 

v  *  *  v  ••  ,4 1 .  ? %  *  t  *’  1  i  ^  7 

Anfwer  to  a  letter  from  Europe,  wherein  the 
author  is  apprized  of  the  declaration  of 
war  between  the  two  crowns  ;  clamour 
of  the  French  againf  the  Engli/h ;  the 
taking  of  Minorca ,  and  the  treaty  be¬ 
twixt  France ,  and  the  queen  of  Flun - 
gary. 

S  I  R, 

I  HAVE  received  the  favour  of  yours, 
after  waiting  for  it  almoft  a  whole  year. 
We  had  already  been  informed  of  part 
of  the  contents,  and  I  own  it  was  fuch 
news  as  gave  me  alternately  pleafure  and 
pain.  The  taking  of  Minorca,  as  you  may 
very  well  imagine,  affords  me  great  fatis- 
fadtion,  as  well  as  the  declaration  of  war, 
which  fets  all  things  to  right.  In  regard  to 
the  alliance  which  France  has  concluded 

r 

I 

with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  I  am  affected 
in  another  manner.  Neither  do  you  feem 
altogether  to  approve  of  it.  What !  did  we 
imagine  we  had  to  deal  with  too  weak  a  foe, 
and  therefore  refolved  to  bring  more  powers 

Y  4  upoj 
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,  ,  _  *  •  'a  r'J  .  of  turning  our 

o  e  force  againft  an  enraged  enemy,  who 

accufes  us  of  treachery  and  breach  of  treaties, 
how  could  we  engage  in  a  meafure  fo  pre- 
to  our  real  interefts  ?  The  taking 
of  Minorca  had.almoft  intirely  juftified  us, 
even  in  the  opinion  of  the  Englilh.  They 
were  angry  with  themfelves  for  having  been 
too  much  alarmed  at  our  proje&s.  But 
weakening  ourfelves,  as  wc  are  likely  to  do, 
by  this  fatal  diverlion,  we  fhall  encourage 
our  enemy  to  revive  their  accufations  againft 
ns ;  foi  the  vanquifhed  is.  always  in  the 
wrong.  Pernaps  you  will  fay,  the  ene¬ 
my  are  hill  very  far  from  victory.  We  are 
going  ro  march  fourfeore  thoufand  men 
mto  Germany  ;  and  the  king  of  Pruflia  will 
loon  be  demolifhed.  In  the  firfl  place,  I 
do  not  grant  this  point;  the  king  of  Pruflia 
is  aole  to  withifand  much  fuperior  forces. 
On  the  other  hand  you  muft  allow,  that 
the  land  armies  which  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gai  y,  the  Ruffians,  and  we  are  to  lend  into 
the  field,  will  of  courfe  diminilh  our  fleet, 
by  whicn  alone  we  can  hold  the  balance. 

Our 
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Our  viftory  over  General  Braddock,  wliich 
has  been  founded  fo  high  in  Europe,  is  far 
from  determining  our  fate.  The  maritime 
power  of  the  Englilh  is  a  hydra,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  which  we  ought  to  fet  up  another 
of  the  fame  nature.  France  Ihould  have  em¬ 
ployed  her  people  and  her  treafure  in  build¬ 
ing  and  fitting  out  a  confiderable  fleet,  equal 
to  cope  with  the  enemy,  and  not  in  lending 
her  men  to  be  knocked  on  the  head  in  Ger¬ 
many.  But  fince  the  Englilh  entered  into  a 
continental  alliance,  what  ought  we  to  have 
done  ?  We  Ihould  not  have  followed  their 
example,  if  we  had  a  mind  to  be  revenged 
for  their  treaty  with  the  king  of  Prulfia; 
which  in  the  main,  if  we  purfued  our  real 
intereft,  was  of  very  little  fignification  to 
us :  at  leafl:  we  ought  to  have  confined  our- 
felves  to  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Ver- 
failles.  Fourfcore  thoufand  men  would  not 
have  exhaufted  our  ftrength  ;  we  might 
Hill  have  maintained  the  war  in  America, 
where  every  fuccefs  we  met  with,  would 
be  a  flep  the  nearer  towards  enabling  us 
to  prel'cribe  the  law  in  Europe.  Then 
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we  niigHt  with  a  good  grace  have  determin¬ 
ed  not  only  our  own  right  and  pretenfions, 
but  thofe  of  other  nations}  whereas  this 
diverfion  will  perhaps  fubjed  us  to  the  dis¬ 
agreeable  fituation  of  receiving  the  law  from 
our  enemy.  And  indeed  if  the  Englifh, 
had  not  appeared  to  be  thunderftruck  by 
this  alliance,  which  ought  rather  to  have 
given  them  joy,  I  fhould  imagine  that  their 
treaty  with  the  king  of  Prufiia  had  been 
only  a  fnare  to  entrap  us.  Thofe  who 
have  declaimed  mod:  loudly  againft  the 
Britifh  miniftry  on  the  account  of  this 
alliance }  and  who  have  looked  upon  it  as 
onerofe  to  the  nation,  muff  change  their 
opinion,  now  that  we  have  proved  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  it.  But  why  fhould  I  trouble 
you  with  my  thoughts  upon  this  fubjett. 
Since  they  can  afford  nothing  new  to  a 
perfon  of  your  judgment  and  reflexion  ? 
Would  it  not  be  far  preferable  to  furnifh 
you  with  frefli  matter?  I  thank  heaven,  it 
is  now  in  my  power  to  tranfmit  fome  ac¬ 
counts  to  you,  which  may  be  faid  to  be  ra¬ 
ther  agreeable  than  otherwife,  if  we  confine 

our 
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our  reflexion  to  the  prefent  time.  We  have 
had  fuflicient  fuccefs  on  the  lake  of  the  Holy 
Sacrament.  The  reduction  of  fort  St.  George, 
and  fome  other  advantages,  have  turned  fe- 
veral  of  our  heads.  The  viflt  paid  us  by  Ad¬ 
miral  Holburne  has  finished  the  bufinefs,  at 
leafl:  in  the  eye  of  thofe  who  judge  only  from 
the  prefent  minute.  In  order  to  make  you 
fenflble  of  the  difpofition  of  this  fort  of  peo¬ 
ple,  I  fhall  fubjoin  the  copy  of  a  letter  written 
by  one  of  our  officers.  You  will  find  it  of  a 
confolatory  nature,  and  altogether  different 
from  my  ufual  ftrain  of  lamentations.  But 
I  will  not  keep  you  any  longer  in  fufpence. 

“  Our  fquadron  confifting  of  nineteen 
“  /hips  of  the  line  and  five  frigates,  under 
“  the  command  of  M.  du  Bois  de  la 
“  Mothe,  has  been  thefe  four  months  be- 
“  fore  Louifburg.  The  eye  of  all  Europe 
“  is  fixed  upon  us.  The  formidable  ar- 
“  mament,  which  the  Englifh  had  fitted 
“  out  at  an  immenfe  expence,  and  with 
“  which  they  were  to  ftrike  fuch  a  ter¬ 
rible  blow,  has  proved  the  mountain  in 
“  labour.  They  had  affembled  an  army 

“  °f 
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“  of  two  and  twenty  thoufand  men  at  Ha- 
“  lifax,  fixteen  of  whom  were  tranfported 
<c  from  Europe.  They  had  likewife  a  nume- 
“  rous  train  of  artillery  and  implements  of 
“  war,  two  and  twenty  fliips  of  the  line,  and 
“  upwards  of  two  hundred  tranfports.  So 
“  formidable  were  their  preparations !  Their 
“  view  was  hr  ft  of  all  to  difpofiefs  us  of  Cape 
“  Breton  and  Canada,  and  then  to  drive  us 
“  out  of  America.  But  we  have  defeated  all 
“  thofe  magnificent  projects,  only  with  hx- 
“  teen  fhips  of  war,  ftationed  in  Louifburg 
“  road.  Our  fuccefs  in  Canada  has  been 
“  equally  rapid.  The  fort  of  St.  George  is 
“  taken  •,  and  our  Canadians  are  now  upon 

y 

“  the  frontiers  of  the  beft  provinces  of  the 
“  enemy.  Yet  Admiral  Holburne,  who  had 
“  the  command  of  that  terrible  Englifh 
,c  fquadron,  appeared  off  Louifburg  with 
“  his  two  and  twenty  fail  of  men  of  war, 
“  while  our  fleet  was  detained  in  the 
“  harbour  by  a  very  thick  fog.  M.  du 
“  Bois  had  made  ready  to  put  to  fea, 
“  as  foon  as  the  enfimy  appeared.  Our 
“  people  had  all  but  one  heart  and  one  voice 
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«  to  engage  the  enemy ;  but  this  famous 
“  and  long  expelled  Mr.  Holburne,  took  it 
“  into  his  head  that  our  number  was  nearly 
“  equal  to  his  ;  and  therefore  he  made  the 
“  belt  of  his  way  back  to  Halifax.  But  his 
“  countrymen  will  alk  him,  how  came  you 

“  to  run  away  ?  I  had  not,  he  will  anfwer, 

■ 

“  a  fuperior  force  to  that  of  the  enemy 
“  (venit,  vidit,  fugit).  The  example  of  the 
“  unfortunate  Admiral  Bing  has  not  yet 
“  worked  miracles  in  point  of  bravery. 

“  Ever  fince  our  arrival  we  have  Iain 
tc  flock  Hill,  in  purfuance  of  exprefs  orders 
“  from  court.  Our  matter  will  run  no 
“  rifk.  this  year ;  perhaps  he  intends  to  do 
“  fomething  brilliant  the  next  campaign.  It 
*c  is  vexatious,  that  the  fineft  fquadron 
“  which  France  has  equipped  fince  the  year 
“  1 7° 3j  fhould  be  fhackled  with  orders  only 
"  to  keep  a  look  out.  If  ever  there  was  a 

“  certainty  of  firing  gun-powder  to  the  ho- 

•  » 

“  nour  of  the  French  flag,  it  was  the  19th 
“  of  Auguft,  the  day  on  which  Admiral 
cc  Holburne  appeared  before  our  harbour. 
“  He  returned  afterwards  with  two  and 

“  twenty 
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4‘  twenty  fhips  and  feven  frigates,  and  be- 
“  gan  to  bluffer  greatly  j  but  a  terrible 
“  ftorm  pulled  down  his  courage.  On  the 
“  25th  of  September  it  blew  a  moll  furious 
“  fouth-eaft  wind  upon  the  coaft,  which, 
if  it  had  lafted  but  two  hours  longer, 
“  would  have  deftroyed  his  whole  fquadron. 
“  The  Devonfhire  of  feventy  guns,  and  the 
tc  Salifbury  of  fixty,  were  call  away  j  and 
“  we  faved  two  hundred  men  out  of  the 
“  latter.  There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that 
“  five  or  fix  more  of  their  fquadron  have 
“  met  with  the  fame  fate  as  the  Devonfhire, 
“  out  of  which  we  have  not  been  able  to 
“  fave  a  fingle  foul.  This  however  is  cer- 
‘c  tain,  that  the  coaft  was  ftrewed  with 
“  wrecks  and  dead  bodies.  The  reft  of 
“  their  fhips  that  efcaped  the  danger,  have 
“  loft  moft  of  their  mails  and  rigging. 
“  Here  then  did  the  hand  of  God  difplay 
<c  itfelf  moft  vifibly  in  our  favour.  The 
“  prifoners,  whom  our  favages  took  at  the 
<c  gates  of  Halifax,  inform  us,  that  out  of 
“  eight  or  nine  and  twenty  fhips  or  frigates, 

“  of  which  the  Englifh  fleet  confifted,  no 

“  more 
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“  more  than  fourteen  got  fafe  back ;  but 
**  the  admiral  gave  out,  that  the  reft  had 
“  failed  to  Europe.  It  is  to  be  prefumed, 
“  that  he  has  made  ufe  of  this  language, 
“  to  prevent  the  common  people  from  being 
“  difcouraged  under  the  prefent  critical 
“  circumftances.  The  favages  alone  are 
“  able  to  frighten  them.  And  indeed  it 
“  is  incredible,  with  what  fury  and  bar- 
“  barity,  thele  people  behave  towards  the 

*>*  .  ...  V  *  , 

enemy.  We  lee  them  every  day  return— 
“  ing  with  the  miferable  remains  of  fami- 
“  lies,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  they 
“  have  maflacred  and  frequently  devoured. 
“  I  muft  confefs  that  fuch  fights  are  Ihock- 
“  ing  to  humanity.  I  Ihudder  to  this  very 
“  moment,  when  I  think  of  the  fpeech, 
“  which  one  of  their  chiefs  made  one  day 
“  that  I  was  prefent,  when  he  laid  a  heap 
“  of  Englilh  hair  at  the  feet  of  M.  du 
“  Bois  de  la  Mothe :  aft  fo,  faid  he,  that 
“  my  brethren  may  be  able  quickly  to  have 
**  a  flourilhing  trade  in  this  kind  of  furs. 

“  A  very  favage  requeft,  anfwered  M.dela 
41  Mothe.  However,  the  hand  of  the  Al- 

“  mighty 
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mighty  has  vifibly  protected  us  in  the 
“  ftorm  of  the  25th  of  September.  The 
“  belt  part  of  our  fquadron  was  in  the 
£c  greateft  danger.  The  Ton  nan  t,  the 
“  Formidable,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
“  and  almoft  all  the  reft  of  our  ihips,  were 
diiven  fxom  their  anchors,  and  very 
“  near  being  dafhed  againft  the  rocks, 
when  the  wind  fuddenly  chopped  about, 
tc  and  preferved  us  from  deftruclion.  The 
“  Tonnant  had  already  loft  part  of  her 
cc  keel  by  running  afhore  ;  and  we.  were 
“  ju^  going  to  cut  away  her  mails,  when 
“  the  wind  veered  about  and  fet  her  afloat. 
“  This  accident  has  detained  us  in  this 
c‘  place,  where  our  operations  have  been 
“  confined  to  the  taking  of  a  frigate  of 
“  fixteen  guns.  We  ihail  fet  fail  from 
“  hence  to-morrow,  All  Saints  day}  God 
grant  us  better  luck,  and  enable  us  to 
<(  bring  fome  of  the  enemy’s  fliips  into  our 
“  harbours.” 

I  am  much  miftaken,  if  you  do  not- 
tell  me  that  I  muft  be  ftark  mad  to  fend 
you  fuch  a  letter  ;  but  very  likely  you  will 

fay 
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fay  fomething  more  lev  ere,  when  you  fee 
me  make  a  ferious  comment  upon  it.  Yet 
I  mufl  do  it;  for  this  prefumptuous,  foolifh 
talk,  which  I  know  is  apt  to  give  you  great 
offence,  is  the  language  of  the  multitude, 

whom  you  are  very  fenfible  we  are  fometimes 

•  /  * 

obliged  to  anfwer.  Fir  ft  of  all,  that  bravado 
in  regard  to  the  defigns  of  the  Englifh,  and 
the  conduct  of  admiral  Holburne,  is  exactly 
a  copy  of  the  behaviour  which  the  writer  of 
the  letter  intends  to  expofe.  I  know  that  the 
French  defired  nothing  better  than  to  fight ; 
and  that  they  longed  to  fee  admiral  Holburne; 
but  does  it  follow  from  thence,  that  they  have 
a  right  to  reproach  the  enemy  with  want  of 
courage.  If  upon  a  fingle  ocCafion  we  might 
imagine  they  deferved  this  cenfure,  fure  I 
am,  that  there  have  been  more  than  a  thou- 
fand  inflances,  in  which  there  was  not  the 
leaft  foundation  for  this  charge.  And  as 
for  the  projects  of  the  Englifh,  what  is 
there  in  them  fo  ridiculous  ?  Did  we  ever 
fancy  ourfelves  able  to  make  an  attempt 
upon  one  of  their  ports,  but  immediately 
we  concluded  we  fhould  become  mailers  of 

2  the 
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the  whole  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  ?  Be- 

fides,  every  body  knows  that  thofe  caftles  in 

/ 

the  air  are  built  for  the  populace,  and  not 
for  men  of  fenfe.  Muft  not  we  tell  this 
giddy  multitude  (unlefs  we  chufe  to  dif- 
hearten  them)  that  we  are  going  to  feize  on 
the  enemy’s  country,  and  to  fpread  terror 
and  defolation  around  us  ?  They  who  talk 
in  this  Brain,  are  capable  never thelefs  of 
judging  between  poffibilities  and  impoflibili- 
ties.  Admiral  Holburne  has  retired,  becaufe 
he  faw  we  had  an  equality.  What  equality 
could  there  be  between  a  fquadron  flicker¬ 
ed  under  the  cannon  of  a  fortified  town, 
and  a  fleet,  againfl:  which  that  very  fame 
cannon  was  pointed  ?  Was  the  admiral  fo 
much  to  blame,  for  endeavouring  to  get  a 
reinforcement  in  order  to  balance  this  fu- 
periority  ?  But  even  if  he  was  really  in 
fault,  how  can  we  tell  but  the  chance 
might  have  been  againfl:  us  ?  So  that  perhaps 
we  have  more  reafon  to  thank  Providence, 
than  to  crack  our  illiberal  jokes  upon  this 
commander. 

I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  the  hurricane, 

and 
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and  the  hand  of  God  vifibly  exerted  in  our 
favour.  I  Accept  the  omen,  and  wifli  that 
he  may  always  proteft  us  in  fo  didinguilh- 
ing  a  manner.  I  am  only  furprjzed  that 
thofe  who  complain  fo  ieverely  of  the  in- 
udlion,  c<'.:i  be  overjoyed  at  an  event, 
which  deprived  them  of  the  opportunity  of 
fignalizing  their  valour.  This  I  mention, 
to  fhew  the  abfurdity  of  the  letter  I  have 
been  criticizing  5  for  I  am  very  fure,  that 
^  are  endued  with  too  much  va¬ 

lour  and  humanity,  to  defire  the  abidance 
of  fo  terrible  a  temped.  This  is  manlfeft 
from  the  aversion  we  have  to  the  bar¬ 
barities  of  the  favages.  Nay  it  is  certain, 
that  we  fhould  not  be  content  with  reprov- 
them  for  this  practice,  could  wre  do 

^  e  m ,  or  were  they  intirely  dtbjeel 

to  our  command. 

I  fhall. confine  myfelf  therefore  to  the  re- 
folution,  which  the  minidry  is  faid  to  have 
taken,-  not  to  hazard  any  thing  this  year. 

J  wifli;  |bey  may  not  change  their  minds 
the  next,  and  run  the  rifk  of  lofing  Louif- 
burg  ;  and  that  the  firft  fquadron  which 

ry 
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appears  off  our  coaft,  may  not  be  thofc 
very  Englilh  fhips  (reinforced  by  double  the 
number),  which  we  pretend  to  have  been 
deftroyed.  You  will  tell  me  that  I  am  a 
fecond  Caffandra :  I  perceive  it  too  well, 
and  am  afraid  that  my  predictions  will 
be  fulfilled,  becaufe  our  danger  is  prefling, 
and  the  neceflary  fuccours  are  at  a  greater 
diftance  than  ever.  Befides,  I  am  very 
much  miftaken,  if  while  your  attention 
in  France  is  taken  up  with  the  extraordinary 
fucceffes  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  you  will 
trouble  your  heads  about  us;  and  then 
will  my  alarms  and  apprehenfions  be  ill- 
grounded  ?  Again,  if  our  fortifications  were 
finilhed,  we  might  make  a  Hand.  I  could 
add,  if  we  had  the  able  officer  who  com- 
manded  here  not  long  ago :  but  as  he  has 
fuffered  Cherburg  to  be  taken,  according 
to  the  prefent  reports ;  you  might  look  upon 
this  wifh  as  a  jeft  ;  and  I  aflure  you  I  am 
far  from  being  in  a  jelling  humour. 

I  am,  &c. 


LET- 
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Landing  of  the  Englijh  at  Louijburg,  their 
forces,  and  opening  of  the  fiege.  Situation 
and  difpofition  of  the  Engliflj  ;  attack  and 
defence  ,  particulars  from  admiral  Bof- 
cawens  journals,  and  other  ‘writings  equally 
authentic . 


S  I  R, 
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IO  W  N  myfelf  not  much  affected  with 
the  Iofs  of  the  battle  of  Rolbach, 
and  the  violation  of  the  convention 
of  Clofter  Seven.  Thefe  two  unhappy 
events  would  have  fixed  my  attention  at 
any  other  time  j  but  it  is  natural  to  be 
more  fenfible  of  what  immediately  fir  ikes 
us  j  for  a  misfortune  of  this  kind  abforbs 
every  other  confideration.  From  fuch  a 
preamble  you  may  judge,  that  we  are 
actually  befieged.  Yes,  Sir,  nothing  could 
be  more  unfortunate ;  and  yet  fo  it  is :  hu 
Head  of  that  powerful  fquadron  which 
puffed  us  up  with  pride  lafl  year,  our 
whole  ‘defence  againfl  the  enemy  confifts 
of  five  fhips  of  war,  a  garrifon  of  two  thour 
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!«nd  five  hundred  men,  three  hundred  mi- 
htia,  and  a  fortification  alrnoft  ruinous. 
Such  was  the  fituation  in  which  the  Englifh 
found  us.  1  ou  will  fay,  perhaps,  that 
there  could  not  be  much  glory,  where 
there  was  fo  weak  a  defence.  You  are 
miftaken,  for  to-  our  misfortune,  though 
our  weaknefs  expofed  us  to  the  mercy  of 
ihc  enemy,  it  no  ways  diminifhed  the 
ii.il.  e  or  tneir  conqucfl.  And,  ihcfeed,  from 
following  exact  and  impartial  narrative 
of  the  whole  affair,  you  will  eafiiy  fee, 
LllaL  have  been  poflefied  of  uncom¬ 
mon  bravery  to  furmount  the  firfl  obftacles, 
for  which  we  were  indebted  to  nature ;  and 
which  lefs  impatience  on  our  fide  might 
have  rendered  infuperahle.  And  to  our  coff, 
we  have  experienced  the  truth  of  this  ma- 
mm  y  that  ic  is  impoffiDie  to  he  too  vigorous 
upon  an  attacx,  or  too  cautious  upon  a  de¬ 
fence.  But  to  the  point. 

“  The  28th  of  May  1728,  a  fleet  of 
twenty  three  fliips  of  the  line,  and  eighteen 
frigates,  with  fixteen  thou  1  and  land  forces 
on  boaid,  fet  cut  ironi  Halifax  under  the 


com- 


'  '  at  Louifburg.  343 

command  of  admiral  Bofcawen,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  the  2d  of  June  in  Gabarus 
Bay.  This  armament  concluded  with  a 
proportionable  train  of  artillery,  and  a 
vaft  number  of  tranfports ;  and  what  ren¬ 
dered  it  more  formidable,  was  the  ardour 
with  which  the  breafts  of  the  Englilbi 
glowed,  to  wipe  off  the  difgrace  cf  the 
taking  of  Minorca.” 

£C  As  foon  as  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor, 
general  Amherff,  and  the  brigadier  gene¬ 
rals  Lawrence  and  Wolfe,  went  to  recon¬ 
noitre  the  feveral  parts  of  the  north  fide  cf 
the  bay  proper  for  landing,  and  pointed 
out  three.  Yet  admiral  Bofcawen  had  two 
days  before  made  an  experiment,  to  fee 
what  number  of  men  could  be  landed  at 
the  fame  time,  and  what  conveniency  there 
was  for  forming  the  troops  as  foon  as 
they  got  alhore.  He  had  likewife  ordered 
the  Royal  William  to  cruife  before  Louif¬ 
burg.  Thefe  generals  perceived  that  we 
had  a  chain  of  boats  along  the  fhore  from 
Cape  Noire  to  Cape  Blanc,  protected  by  ir¬ 
regulars,  and  by  batteries  wherever  a  defcent 
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was  practicable.  As  it  was  very  difficult 
for  us,  with  fo  inconfiderabie  a  force,  to 
guard  fo  extenfive  a  coaft,  we  polled  a 
greater  number  of  men  in  fuch  places  as 
were  of  eafier  accefs.  The  creek  of  Cor- 
moian  was  judged  to  be  of  that  nature, 
and  therefore  we  made  feveral  encampments 
along  the  Ihore.  The  firlt  frigate  that  ad-, 
vanced  and  fired  upon  us,  was  the  Kingllon : 
we  leturned  the  compliment  from  a  battery 
of  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  from  our 

r 

fmall  arms.  The  furf  having  prevented 

the  enemy  three  days  from  landing,  it  was 

at  length  refolved  the  8th  of  June,  when 

the  fea  was  not  fo  rough,  to  attempt  a  de- 

fcent  upon  that  very  Ipot,  after  making  a 

feint  to  land  at  Laurenbec.  At  midnight 

admiral  Bofcawen  fent  all  the  boats  with 

the  necefiary  complement  of  officers  to  land 

the  troops.  The  order  of  landing  was  in 

three  divilions ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  the 

#  * 

Sutherland,  Kingllon,  and  Halifax,  &c. 
were  directed  to  fupport  the  difembarking 
with  a  brifk  fire.  The  Sutherland  and 
Squirrel  were  to  the  right,  juft  by  Cape 

Blanc  ; 


I 
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Blanc;  the  Kingfton  and  Halifax  to  the 
left,  near  Creek  Cormoran }  the  Gram- 
mont,  with  the  frigates  Diana  and  Shan¬ 
non,  was  in  the  center.  In  the  mean  time, 
general  Wolfe  had  received  orders  to  fend 
the  light  troops,  and  try  whether  they  could 
not  land  upon  fome  rocky  parts  that  had  al¬ 
ways  been  judged  inacceffible,  and  of  courfe 
had  been  left  unguarded.  Accordingly  he 
fent  a  hundred  men,  who  were  immediately 
killed  or  difperfed  by  the  favages,  and  by 
fome  of  our  people,  who  flew  to  that  part 
upon  hearing  the  report  of  fire  arms.  About 
four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  enemy 
tried  to  land  to  the  left  of  the  creek  of 
Cormoran,  with  fix  hundred  light  troops, 
a  whple  battalion  of  Highlanders,  and  four 
companies  of  grenadiers,  under  the  com- 
paand  of  general  Wolfe.  In  the  mean 
while,  general  Whitmore  pretended  to  land 
to  the  right  of  Cape  Blanc ;  and  general 
Lawrence,  who  commanded  the  center, 
made  a  like  feint  at  the  foft  water  creek. 
Their  intent  was  to  divide  pur  attention ; 
and  this  was  a  very  proper  ftep  for  that 

purpofe, 
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purpofe,  confidering  the  fmallnels  of  our 
numbers  :  but  we  foon  found  out  the  main 
defign  of  the  enemy,  when  we  faw  that 
general  W olfe  began  to  land  his  men  at  the 
creek  of  Cormoran.  Yet  nothing  ought  to 
have  infpired  us  with  a  greater  confidence 
than  fuch  an  attempt :  for  this  being,  as  I 
before  obferved,  the  weakeft  part,  we  had 
thrown  up  fuch  entrenchments,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  an  enemy  to  land  there  with 
any  fuccefs.  We  had  two  thoufand  regu¬ 
lar  troops  drawn  on  the  fhore,  and  feveral 
favages  polled  in  different  parts.  We  were 
behind  a  good  parapet,  defended  by  feveral 
pieces  of  cannon  within  proper  dillances, 
and  by  ftone  mortars  of  a  confiderable  bore ; 
the  whole  covered  by  felled  trees,  which 
were  laid  fo  clofe,  that  it  would  have  been 
very  difficult  to  pierce  through  them,  even 
if  they  had  not  been  defended  by  our  troops 
under  fhelter.  And  as  our  batteries  were 
mafked  by  this  palifade,  .fo  that  at  a  di- 
ftance  the  whole  mull  have  appeared  to  the 

enemy  like  a  fmooth  field  ;  we  might  have 

>  '  /  . 

rendered  this  circumftance  ?  of  the  greatefl 

fervice 
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fervice  to  us.  We  had  even  abfolutely  de¬ 
pended  upon  it,  which  was  the  reafon  of 


our  net  being  fo  much  alarmed  at  the  weak 
condition  of  the  town.  For  what  did  it 
fignify  to  us,  whether  it  was  fortified  or 


not,  if  we  could  hinder  the  enemy  from 
landing  ?  In  fo  advantageous  a  pofition,  on 
which  our  whole  fafety  depended1,  we  mipht 
have  acted  a  much  better  part  than  that  of 
keeping  merely  upon  the  defenfive;  and  this 


would  have  been  the  cafe  were  it  not  for 
an  imprudent  Hep,  for  winch  we  cannot 
condemn  ourfelves  too  much.  As  the  ene¬ 
my  would  naturally  march  up  to  us,  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  finding  only  a  few  paltry  en¬ 
trenchments,  which  they  could  ealily  force, 
it  was  our  bufinefs  to  iet  them  continue  in 
this  error,  till  they  had  all  landed.  Then 
we  fiiould  have  faluted  them  with  our 
batteries  and  fmall  arms;  and  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  every  man  of  them  would  have 
been  either  killed,  or  drowned  in  reim-, 
barking  in  a  hurry  :  and  fo  great  a  lofs 
would  perhaps  have  difheartened  the  enemy 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  would  never 


make 
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make  another  attempt.  But  wherever  fuccefs 
depends  on  command  of  temper,  the  French 
ftand  but  an  indifferent  chance ;  as  it  ap¬ 
peared  unfortunately  on  this  occafion. 

# 

Scarce  had  the  enemy  made  a  movement  to 
draw  near  the  fhore,  when  we  fhewed  our- 
felves  in  a  hurry  to  difcover  the  fnare,  into 
which  they  muff  have  inevitably  fallen. 
By  our  firing  upon  their  boats,  they  perceived 
our  difpofition  ;  nay,  we  were  fo  precipitate 
as  to  unmafk  it  ourfelves,  by  removing  the 
boughs  out  of  their  places,  whereby  we  un¬ 
luckily  convinced  them  of  their  great  dan¬ 
ger.  Immediately  they  put  back,  and  the 
lofs  they  fuflained  on  this  occafion,  inftead 

of  difheartening  them,  only  ferved  to  redou- 

\ 

ble  their  ardour.  They  now  thought  no 
place  fo  proper  for  landing  as  that  which 
we  judged  inacceffible.  Major  Scot,  upon 
this  occafion,  performed  a  moft  gallant 
action.  General  Wolfe,  who  at  that  time 
was  bufy  in  reimbarking  the  troops,  and 
putting  off  the  boats,  ordered  him  to  climb 
up  the  rocks,  where  they  had  already  fent 
a  hundred  men.  The  major  went  thither 

with 
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with  the  troops  under  his  command ;  but  his 
own  boat  arriving  before  the  reft,  and  being 
ftaved  to  pieces  the  inftant  he  landed,  he 
climbed  up  the  rock  by  himfelf.  He  was  in 
hopes  that  the  hundred  men  who  had  been 
fent  before  him,  were  engaged  by  this  time 
with  our  people ;  but  feeing  no  more  than 
ten,  he  refolved  with  this  fmall  number  to 
get  a-top  of  the  rocks.  There  he  found  ten 
favages,  and  threefcore  French,  who  killed 
two  of  his  men,  and  wounded  three.  Still 
this  brave  Englifhman  would  not,  even  in 
this  extremity,  abandon  a  poft,  on  which 
the  fuccefs  of  the  whole  enterprize  depend¬ 
ed.  He  defired  the  five  foldiers  remaining 
not  to  be  difmayed ;  and  even  went  fo  far, 
as  to  threaten  he  would  fire  upon  the  firft 
man  that  would  flinch.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  had  three  balls  lodged  in  his  clothes,  and 
would  have  had  all  the  feventy  Frenchmen 
upon  him  at  once,  were  it  not  for  a  copfe 
that  was  between  them,  and  through  which 
he  fired  a  few  fhot.  At  length  this  hero 
(for  I  cannot  help  doing  juftice  to  his  va¬ 
lour)  was  feconded  by  the  reft  of  the  Eng- 

'  hih 
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lHli  troops,  who  perceiving  there  was  no 
other  way  to  fucceed,  determined  to  run 

**  *  w  » 

all  rilks  in  order  to  carry  this  point.” 

£c  It  is  the  filtered:  of  the  conquered  not 
to  diminilh  the  glory  of  the  victor  j  and 
befides,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  juftice,  even 
to  our  mortal  enemy  :  for  which  reafon  I 
confefs,  that  the  Engliih  on  this  occa- 
fion  behaved  with  fuch  valour,  as  before 
the  event  mu  ft  have  appeared  temerity.  Yet 

it  mufl  be  allowed,  that  at  the  fame  time 

'  •  ■■■  , 

the  difficulty  of  the  enterprize  does  them 
infinite  honour,  it  faves  ours.  Who  could 
have  forefeen  that  they  would  venture  to 
climb  up  rocks,  till  then  reckoned  inacceffi- 
ble  i  that  notwithflanding  their  boats  were 
every  inftant  dallied  in  pieces,  and  notwith- 
Itanding  the  furf  vvhich  drove  them  back, 
and  drowned  great  numbers.  Hill  they  pej> 
fifted,  with  their  clothes  all  wet,  and  their 
fpirits  almoft  exhaulted,  to  mount  the.  rock, 
in  defiance  of  our  batteries,  from  whence  we 

-  -  *  «  *  J 

m  J 

plyed  them  moll  vigoroully,  as  foon  as  we 
perceived  their  defign?” 

“  The  furprizp  we  were  thrown  into  by 

the 
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the  boldnefs  of  this  attempt,  contributed 
greatly  to  its  fuccefs ;  fo  that  when  the  ene. 
my  attacked  the  battery  which  took  them 
in  flank,  they  carried  it  with  eafo.  Be- 
fldes,  it  is  very  certain  that  notwithftanding 
we  might  have  hindered  their  defcent  with 


a  little  more  prudence  and  circumfpedlion  j 
yet  neither  one  nor  the  other,  nor  even  the 
rnoft  heroic  bravery  would  have  availed  us, 
when  once  they  had  effefted  their  defcent. 
The  belt  thing  therefore  we  could  do,  was 
to  retire,  which  we  did  the  more  precipi¬ 
tately,  as  we  were  informed  that  general 
Whitmore,  in  the  confufion  we  were  under, 
had  landed  to  the  right  of  Cape  Blanc. 
We  had  great  reafon  to  be  afraid  that  he 
would  cut  us  off  from  Louifburg,  where 
we  had  left  only  three  hundred  men ;  for  in 
that  cafe  all  would  have  been  over  with  us. 
Though  our  lofs,  on  that  fatal  day,  amounted 
to  about  two  hundred  men  killed  and  taken 
prifoners ;  and  though  our  town  was  in  fo 
bad  a  ftate  of  defence,  ftill  we  did  not  de- 
fpond.  We  had  reafon  to  expect  we  fliould 
not  be  defected  5  and  that  M.  de  Montcalm, 
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as  we  had  been  promifed,  would  come  with 

a  fquadron  to  our  affiftance.” 

“  Befides  fo  well-grounded  an  expecta¬ 
tion,  the  council  of  war  confidered,  that 
by  retarding,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  place,  (upon  a  fuppofition 
that  no  fuccours  at  all  arrived)  we  fliould 
retard  alfo  the  expedition  of  the  enemy 
againft  Canada,  and  even  render  their  de- 
fign  abortive,  at  leaft  for  this  year.  For 
this  reafon  we  detained  five  French  men  of 
war  in  the  road,  though  the  commodore 
had  afked  leave  to  retire ;  and  we  prepared 
to  render  our  defence  at  leaft  of  fome  fer- 
vice  to  our  country,  if  it  could  be  none  to 
ourfelves.  Befides  this  refolution,  we  prayed 
heartily  that  the  enemy  would  fhew  lefs  con¬ 
duct  and  bravery  in  their  other  enterprizes : 
fo  greatly  was  our  tone  altered  fince  the  mis¬ 
fortune  and  retreat  of  admiral  Holburne.” 

“  In  the  mean  while,  we  had  left  the 
enemy  in  poflelfion  of  fome  provifions,  and 
arms,  and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon,  with 
twelve  ftone  mortars,  and  two  fourneaus 
for  red-hot  balls,  one  of  which  was  ready 

charged. 
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charged.  As  our  flight  could  not  be  effe&ed 
the  direfteft  way,  and  a  great  many  of  us 
were  obliged  to  make  our  efcape  over  rocks 
and  morafles,  we  did  not  get  under  the 
cannon  of  Louifburg  till  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  And  then  we  ended  this  affair, 
in  the  fame  unlucky  manner  as  we  began  it, 
with  an  aft  of  imprudence.  By  a  difcharge 
from  our  ramparts,  the  enemy  were  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  reach  of  our  batteries,  when 
we  might  very  eaflly  have  forefeen,  that 
they  were  at  too  great  a  diflance  to  receive 
any  detriment.  Thus  we  regulated  the  fi- 
tuation  of  their  camp,  which  accordingly 
they  kept  during  the  whole  fiege.” 

“  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  who  was  cruizing 
at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  to  prevent 
our  receiving  any  fuccours,  could  not  hinder 
a  French  man  of  war  from  pafling  through 
his  fquadron  by  the  help  of  a  thick  fog. 
In  vain  did  admiral  Bofcawen  order  this 
vefi'el  to  be  chaced  ;  it  got  fafe  into  Louif¬ 
burg  load  ;  fo  that  we  had  now  fix  fhips 
of  the  line,  and  as  many  frigates.  After 
the  jun&ion  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy’s  fqua- 
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dron  to  that  of  admiral  Bofcawen,  occa- 
fioned  by  a  ficknefs  on  board  the  fleet,  the 
Echo,  one  of  our  frigates,  ventured  to  put 
to  fea.  She  was  to  fail  to  Canada,  and  to 
run  all  hazards,  in  order  to  apply  for 
fpeedy  afliftance  :  but  fhe  was  flopped  fhort 
in  her  voyage.  Admiral  Bofcawen  ordered 
the  Scarborough  and  the  Juno  to  give  chace 
to  her,  and  fhe  was  taken.  In  the  mean 
time,  fome  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  had  advan¬ 
ced  as  far  as  Lorembec,  with  fafcines,  am¬ 
munition,  and  artillery.  The  ninth  day 
after  the  enemy’s  landing,  they  pitched  their 
camp  within  about  three  hundred  fathoms 
of  Louifburg.  They  had  likewife  pofted  fome 
troops  in  the  creek  of  Cormoran,  and  other 
adjacent  parts,  in  order  to  prevent  the  incur- 
fions  of  the  favages.  There  was  alfo  another 
detachment  to  fecure  the  communication 
between  the  camp  and  the  fea- fide.  The 
eleven  hundred  men,  under  the  command 
of  major  Scot,  with  three  hundred  irregu¬ 
lars,  were  continually  beating  the  rounds 
in  order  to  prevent  any  furprize  from  the 
favages  or  Canadians,  whom  we  expected 
to  come  to  our  afiiflance.  All 
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All  thefe  precautions,  however,  did  not 
hinder  four  hundred  of  the  regiment  of 


Cambife,  from  throwing  themfelves  into 
the  town,  after  landing  at  Port  Dauphin, 
nor  the  men  of  war  that  brought  them, 
from  getting  fafe  back.  In  the  mean  time. 
Sir  Charles  Hardy  returned  to  his  former 
ftation,  with  a  view  to  block  up  the  harbour, 
left  our  fhips  of  war  Ihould  take  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  a  fog  to  make  their  efcape. 

The  1  ith,  whilft  the  enemy  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  cutting  through  rocks  and  in  drain¬ 
ing  morafles  in  order  to  open  the  neceftary 
paflages  through  the  camp  ;  and  while  our 
men  were  endeavouring  to  repair  the  forti¬ 
fications  j  a  ferjeant  major,  and  four  foldiers 
of  Fifcher’s  regiment  of  foreign  volunteers, 
deferted  to  the  Englifh.  No  doubt  but 
they  encouraged  the  enemy’s  workmen  by 
letting  them  know  our  fituation,  our  inca¬ 
pacity  of  bettering  it,  and  the  great  de- 
fpondency  of  the  garrifon,  who  were  ready 
to  defert.  They  likewife  told  them,  that 


we  had  deftroyed  the  great  battery,  together 
with  that  of  the  light- houfe,  and  every 
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thing  that  we  could  poflibly  deftroy  around 
the  town. 

Upon  this  intelligence,  major  Scot  was 
commanded  the  next  day  to  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  five  hundred  men,  and  to  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  light-houfe  battery. 
He  was  followed  by  brigadier  general  Wolfe, 
who  had  under  him  four  companies  of 

grenadiers,  and  twelve  hundred  men  de- 

1  ,  ^  , 

tached  from  the  lines.  They  found  that 
the  deferters  had  informed  them  right,  and 
that  we  had  left  only  four  cannon,  and 
thofe  nailed  up.  The  fituation  of  this  poft 
being  extremely  advantageous  to  the  enemy, 
as  they  might  eafily  annoy  our  fhips  from 
thence,  and  throw  bombs  upon  the  ifland 
battery,  they  fent  away  immediately  for  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  artillery  and  machines. 
But  the  impoflibility  of  maintaining  this 
poft  obliged  us  to  abandon  it  j  for  it  was 
more  than  we  could  do  to  guard  the  bat¬ 
teries  and  ramparts  of  the  town.  Not  far 
from  hence  there  was  a  little  creek,  very 
convenient  for  landing  of  provifions  and 

artillery,  or  any  other  neceflaries and  to 

complete 


at  Louljburg.  357 

complete  their  good  fortune,  on  that  very 
fame  fpot  they  found,  in  two  fmall  camps 
which  we  had  abandoned,  all  forts  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  among  the  reft,  fome  Lovem- 
bec  fifh  and  very  good  wine.  True  it  is, 
that  we  had  not  any  reafon  to  be  forry  for 
this  laft  capture.  For  we  had  no  fcarcity 
at  all;  nay  we  could  have  wifhed  that 
we  had  mouths  enough  to  confume  our 
provifions.  This  plenty  was  the  caufe  of 
great  wafte ;  and  the  foldiers  were  fo . 
ufed  to  profufion,  that  they  would  neither 
work  nor  go  upon  a  fally,  unlefs  they  were 
half  drunk.  A  perfon  rauft  have  been 
witnefs  to  the  indulgences,  which  a  com¬ 
mander  is  obliged  to  fhew  to  difheartened 
troops,  when  there  is  no  longer  a  poflibi- 
lity  of  concealing  from  them,  either  their 
own  weaknefs,  or  the  fuperiority  of  the 
enemy ;  before  he  can  be  a  judge  of  the  fi- 
tuation  we  were  now  reduced  to.  Honour 
and  glory  are  the  incentives  of  gentlemen  ; 
but  as  for  the  common  people,  when  the 
bounds  of  fear  are  once  broke  through, 
we  muft  fubftitute  thofe  of  intereft  and 
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condefcenfion,  though  even  thefe  do  fre¬ 
quently  prove  inefficient  and  dangerous  to 
officers  who  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
fuch  an  extremity. 

As  there  was  a  poffibility  of  landing  in 
thofe  places  where  the  Englifh  took  poft, 
we  had  erefted  parapets  and  palifades  in  the 
fame  manner  as  at  the  creek  of  Cormoran, 
but  had  not  time  to  deftroy  thofe  defences. 
The  Engiifh  however  knew  how  to  apply 
them  to  a  proper  ufe.  Early  the  next 
morning,  in  order  to  divert  the  enemy  from 
their  works,  we  fent  out  a  party,  who; 
made  a  feint  as  if  they  intended  to  advance 
towards  general  Wolfe  :  but  this  officer  hav¬ 
ing  received  the  alarm  by  a  meffienger  from 
major  Rofs„  who  commanded  a  detached 
guard  betwixt  the  camp  and  town,  our  men 
immediately  retired,  after  making  a  fhew  as 

it  they  had  no  other  intention  than  to  burn 

* 

a  few  paltry  houfes.  We  could  not  fpare 
to  'ole  many  of  our  men,  and  yet  we  Ihould 
have  been  glad  to  retard  the  enemy’s  works. 
At  length  we  refolved  to  truft  fomething  to 
fortune,  when  we  faw  them  all  hard  at  work 
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in  their  great  camp,  and  that  they  had  al¬ 
ready  raifed  three  redoubts  between  the 
right  and  left  of  the  eminence  where  they 
were  polled.  For  which  reafon  three  hun¬ 
dred  of  our  men  made  a  fally  in  open  day 
upon  their  advanced  parties,  but  were  re- 
'  pul  fed  with  lofs. 

Nothing  now  remained  but  to  annoy 
the  light-houfe  camp  as  much  as  poflible 
from  the  illand  battery,  which  we  did  with 
fucccfs,  till  the  Englilh  judged  proper  to 
remove  their  line  to  a  pofition  out  of  our 
reach.  True  it  is,  that  they  acted  on  this 
occafion  like  men  of  fpirit,  for  their  grena¬ 
diers  continued  on  this  dangerous  fpot  till 
the  next  day. 

This  fame  14th  we  feigned  another  attack 
on  the  right  fide  of  major  Rofs ;  or  rather 
we  fhould  have  really  attempted  it,  if  a 
body  of  troops,  much  fuperior  to  ours,  had 
not  come  up  to  his  afiillance.  We  towed 
afterwards  a  fhailop  to  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour  \  and  mounted  two  twenty-four 
pounders  upon  it,  with  a  view  of  annoying 
Mr.  Wolfe’s  new  camp,  which  was  fituated 
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n^ar  the  fhore.  This  fhallop  call  anchor 
near  the  ifland  battery,  and  after  firing 
her  guns  for  fome  time,  returned  to  her 
former  fituation  in  the  harbour.  This 
operation  the  renewed  feveral  times,  which 
caufed  more  uneafmefs  than  real  damage  to 
the  enemy.  She  like  wife  played  upon  the 
two  men  of  war  that  had  drawn  near  to 
obferve  us ;  but  as  they  returned  the  fire, 
fix  of  her  men  were  killed  :  yet  the  enemy 
did  not  venture  to  purfue  her,  becaufe  fhe 
was  covered  with  ten  forty-two  pounders  on 
the  ifland  battery. 

Notwithffanding  all  we  could  do  from 
the  14th  to  the  19th,  we  had  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  to  fee  the  entrenchments  round  both 
the  camps  of  the  enemy  completed  j  neither 
was  it  in  our  power  to  hinder  the  trans¬ 
porting  of  the  feveral  implements  and  uten- 
ii!s  deftined  for  the  fiege.  It  was  about 
tms  time  that  the  frigate  Echo,  which  I 
mentioned  to  you  before,  was  taken  •  and 
t.iut  Sir  Cnai les  Hardy’s  fquadron  returned 
to  the  petition,  which  it  had  quitted  in  order 
to  join  the  admiral.  ‘  .  .  ;  -it  ,  L  ,fJ 
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Yefterday,  the  19th,  towards  evening, 
the  enemy  in  the  light-houfe  camp  opened 
a  battery  of  cannon  and  mortars,  which 
played  very  brifkly  upon  the  ifiand  battery, 
and  upon  the  (hips  till  morning.  We  an- 
fwered  them  with  the  fame  vivacity,  but 
not  with  the  fame  advantage,  becaufe  the 
lituation  of  the  enemy  upon  an  eminence 
hindred  us  from  doing  them  any  great  harm ; 
and  befides,  they  have  a  good  fhelter  be¬ 
hind  the  precipices  and  high  grounds.  In 
ihort,  this  very  morning  the  light-houfe 
battery  continued  to  thunder  upon  our 
fhips  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  draw  fix  hundred  yards  nearer  the  town, 
which  indeed  keeps  them  a  little  more  out 
of  cannon-fhot,  but  at  the  fame  time  leaves 
more  room  for  the  enemy  to  approach, 
and  makes  it  lefs  inconvenient  to  advance 
their  works,  which  the  fire  from  our  fhips 
had  greatly  obftruaed. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  upon  the  receipt 
of  this  letter,  which  I  am  going  to  fend  you 
by  the  Arethufa,  a  frigate  juft  ready  to  fail, 
you  will  be  under  the  greateft  inquietude- 

yet 
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yet  what  would  you  fay  of  me,  were  I  to 
negledt  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you 
with  our  misfortune  ?  doubtlefs  you  would 
receive  the  news  from  others,  and  would 
be  difobliged  with  me  for  leaving  you  in 
fuch  an  uncertainty  in  regard  to  our  fate. 
I  promife  to  continue  a  faithful  narrative  of 
the  fiege :  if  the  town  is  taken  by  ftorm, 
this  account  perhaps  will  never  reach  you ; 
but  as  a  good  citizen,  more  than  as  a  fol- 
dier,  I  hope  we  lhall  capitulate,  when  we 
are  no  longer  able  to  defend  ourfelves.  In 

t  v 

all  probability,  I  fhall  fee  you  very  foon 
after  my  next,  if  I  do  not  bring  it  myfelf. 
In  the  mean  time  you  will  allow,  that  I  was 
not  fo  much  miftaken  in  predidting  and  la¬ 
menting  what  has  happened  ;  and  I  had 
reafon  to  fay,  that  your  fatal  war  on  the 
continent  would  prove  the  ruin  of  this  va¬ 
luable  and  flourifhing  colony.  What  an 
immenfe  fum  it  will  coft  to  reflore  it  to  its 
former  condition,  fuppofing  that  the  Eng¬ 
lifh,  who  are  but  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  value  of  it,  fhould  confent  to  part  with 
it  again,  or  that  we  fhould  be  able  to  com¬ 
pel 
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pel  them !  What  an  infatuation,  that  wq 
fhould  thus  neglect  a  fettlement,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  which  was  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  to  us  ;  and  to  negledt  it  for  paltry 
concerns,  no  way  interefting  to  us,  and  in 
which  we  are  very  likely  to  be  duped! 
Adieu  ;  I  fhould  never  have  done,  were  I  to 
give  a  full  fcope  to  my  lamentations :  I  fliall 
be  imitated  in  Europe,  when  it  is  too  late. 

g+m  4*  4  - 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

fege  of  'Louijburg  continued.  Reffancc 
of  the  garrifon,  who  are  at  length  obliged  to 
capitulate .  Treatment  of  them  and  the  in¬ 
habitants ,  &c. 


S  I  R, 

not  receive  my  lafr  letter' fo 
early  as  I  imagined  ;  neither  fliall  I 
follow  this  fo  foon  as  I  could  have  "i  fhed. 
TheArethufa  tarried  here  fifteen  days  longer 
than  I  expedted  ;  but  as  file  only  waited  for 
a  favourable  opportunity,  and  was  every 
minute  ready  to  fail,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
add  to  my  former  accounts,  the  operations 

that 
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that  have  been  carried  on  during  that  time. 
Since  this  colony  has  fallen  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  the  Englifh,  my  ailments,  and  the 
inquietudes  infeparable  from  our  difmal  fi- 
tuation,  have  prevented  my  embarking  for 
France.  Very  likely  I  fhall  ftay  here  fome 
time  longer ;  thanks  to  the  humanity  of 
our  conquerors.  And  in  truth,  nothing 
but  their  valour  can  equal  their  generofity : 
but  my  narrative  and  encomiums  fhall  keep 
pace  together  j  therefore  let  us  continue  to 
recount  the  effects  of  that  virtue,  for  which 
we  have  paid  fo  dear ;  and  we  fhall  after¬ 
wards  come  to  the  other,  of  which  every  one 
of  us  ought  to  preferve  the  moft  grateful  re¬ 
membrance.  I  left  off,  if  I  am  not  miftaken, 
at  the  recital  of  a  fituation,  which  had  re¬ 
vived  my  expreffions  of  furrow ;  and  you 
will  now  be  able  to  judge  whether  they 
were  juft  or  not. 

The  21ft  of  June,  our  fhips  made  a  moft 
terrible  peal  upon  the  light-houfe  battery, 
which  was  faid  to  have  been  fomewhat 
damaged.  We  fired  againft  the  enemy  from 
all  fides,  as  far  as  our  ftrength,  or  the 

fhowers 
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fhowers  of  bombs  would  permit.  All  the 
next  day  there  was  a  very  thick  fog,  of 
which  the  enemy  availed  themfelves  to  ere£t 
an  advanced  redoubt,  betwixt  the  center  of 
the  grand  camp  and  that  to  the  right.  By 
this  itep  it  became  eafier  for  them  to  get 
poflellion  of  an  eminence,  which  com¬ 
manded  the  part  of  the  camp  towards  the 
town,  at  the  diflance  of  about  eight  hun¬ 
dred  yards  from  the  glacis.  They  likewife 
erected  a  battery  of  fix  cannon  at  the  light- 
houfe,  in  order  to  filence  the  illand  battery, 
by  which  they  were  greatly  incommoded. 
They  erected  another  againft  our  Ihips; 
and  laft  of  all,  they  made  an  epaule- 
ment  to  facilitate  their  approaches  to  the 
town  by  the  eminence.  This  work  was 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  fixty 
feet  wide,  and  nine  deep  ;  conlifting  of 
gabions,  fafcines  and  earth.  Four  days 
were  fpent  in  thefe  preparations,  and  the 
25th  we  experienced  their  effe£t.  One  of 
the  embrafures  of  the  illand  battery  was 
damaged,  fo  that  we  could  onlv  make  ufe 
of  bombs.  This  defeat  was  fupplied,  as 

much 
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much  as  poffible,  by  our  battery  of  Capd 
Maurepas,  and  by  the  cannon  of  our  fhips; 

The  26th  we  refolved  to  fet  fire  to  the 
enemy's  new  fort ;  but  thofe  who  attempt¬ 
ed  it,  were  repulfed  without  effedting  their 
defign, 

•  The  27th,  perceiving  that  the  enemy 
was  continually  advancing,  we  redoubled 
.  our  fire  without  being  able  to  interrupt  the 
workmen  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  ourfelves 
were  terribly  incommoded  by  the  enemy’s 
bombs.  Befides,  the  admiral  extending  his 
vigilance  to  every  part,  caufed  four  hun¬ 
dred  foldiers  to  be  landed  in  the  creek  of 
Cormoran,  a-precaution  of  great  ufe  to  the 

befiegers. 

Two  davs  after  we  funk  two  frigates  and 

J 

two  fhips  in  the  narrowed:  part  of  the  mouth 

of  the  harbour ;  and  fattened  them  toge- 

♦  » 

ther,  to  the  end  that  if  the  enemy’s  imps 
fiiould  attempt  to  force  their  way  through, 
there  might  not  be  room  for  above  one  at  a 
time.  During  this  operation,  our  frigate 
Arethufa  ventured  out  as  far  as  ihe  could ; 
and  her  guns  extremely  incommoded  the 

enemy’s 
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enemy’s  workmen.  The  Englilh  returned 
the  fire  with  the  fame  vivacity  j  and  being 
impatient  to  make  their  approaches,  they 
ufed  all  their  endeavours  to  drive  our  (hips 
back.  Mattel  s  were  thus  pretty  uniform 
on  both  fides  during  the  fpace  of  four  days. 

The  1  ft  of  July  a  detachment  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  Tallied  out  of  the  wood,  and  advanced 
about  a  mile  beyond  the  pond.  Upon 
which  Mr.  Wolfe  went  to  meet  them  with 
five  or  fix  hundred  regulars.  There  was  a 
very  brilk  Ikirmilh ;  but  at  length  our  men 
were  obliged  to  retire.  This  they  did  in 
good  order,  firing  all  the  time  upon  the 
enemy,  who  gained  neverthelefs  two  very 
advantageous  eminences,  on  which  they 
immediately  threw  up  a  redoubt.  On  our 
fide  we  funk  two  frigates  more,  and  left 
their  malts  Handing  above  water.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  days  the  enemy  formed  their  lines, 
and  their  light  troops  defended  themfelves 
againft  the  favages,  who  hovered  about  the 
camp  in  order  to  pick  up  any  ftragglers. 

There  is  no  manner  of  doubt,  but  not- 
withftanding  the  advantages  the  Englifh 

had 
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had  over  us,  in  the  valour  and  ability  of 
their  general  officers,  they  were  fenfible  of 
the  arduoufnefs  of  their  enterprize.  For 
our  part,  the  length  of  our  defence  had  fur- 
pafled  our  expe&ation ;  and  we  could  not 
help  fighing,  when  we  confidered  that  it 

been  impoflible  for  the  enemy 
to  fucceed,  had  we  been  but  upon  an  equal 
footing. 

,  «  w  - 

Yet  as  we  were  determined  not  to  fur- 

.  .  ■■  '  '  *  '  >  r. .  «  » •  -*  *  ■ 

render  till  the  laft  extremity,  we  made  a 
felly  the  8th  upon  a  detachment  of  work¬ 
men,  commanded  by  brigadier  general 
Lawrence.  We  furprized  them  by  the 
help  of  a  very  dark  night :  but  what  could 
nine  hundred  men  do  againft  the  whole 
van-guard  of  the  enemy,  who  immediately 
flew  to  the  affiftance  of  the  fappers  ?  We 
had  two  captains  and  a  few  foldiers  killed. 
The  day  following  we  fent  a  flag  of  truce, 
to  beg  leave  to  bury  the  dead.  ■  . 

The  ioth,  the  admiral  fet  two  hundred 
miners  to  work.  In  the  mean  while,  we 
fired  chain-fhot  at  them,  and  ■  made  as 
much  noife  as  poffible.  The  Arethufa  em¬ 
ployed 
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ployed  the  time  fhe  was  hindred  from  failing, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  made  us  amends  for 
this  involuntary  delay.  The  night  of  the 
nth,  we  perceived  a  great  fire  in  the 
woods,  and  as  it  was  a  fignal  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  M.  des  Herbiers  with  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  Canadians  and  favages,  we  began 
to  pluck  up  our  fpirits.  Befides,  we  knew 
that  as  M.  de  Herbiers  piqued  himfelf  more 
for  his  bravery  than  for  his  humanity,  there 
was  no  doubt  of  his  haraffing  the  enemy 
as  much  as  poflible  with  the  troops,  which 
he  would  keep  hovering  about  their  camp, 
after  he  had  reinforced  the  garrifon.  This 
fame  officer  had  the  good  fortune  to  fnap 
up  an  Englifh  foldier  that  was  driving  a 
cart,  and  being  apprized  by  this  fellow  of 
t  e  fituation  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  he  im 
mediately  let  us  know  it,  to  the  end  that  we 
might  point  our  batteries  accordingly. 

The  15th  a  thick  fog  arifing,  the  Are- 
thufa  embraced  the  opportunity  to  flip  away 

thC  ™ght’  and  thouSh  the  enemy  ufed 
all  poffible  expedition  in  giving  chace  to  this 

ffie  got  clear  off.  Yet  I  am  of  opinion 
‘  ‘  B  b  that 
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that  her  departure  gave  more  pleafure  to 

the  Englifh  than  to  us. 

The  1 6th  Mr.  Wolfe  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  poft  occupied  by  our  piquets,  fituated 
within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  weft  gate ; 
and  there  he  maintained  himfelf  in  fpite  of 
all  our  fire  from  our  cannon  and  bombs. 
A  deferter  from  the  camp  having  informed 
us  where  the  enemy’s  magazines  lay,  we 
directed  our  fhells  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
alarm  them  greatly.  The  enfuing  days 
their  approaches  towards  the  town  were 
carried  on  with  fucefs,  as  were  alfo  the 
new  batteries,  one  of  which  began  to  ptey 
very  brilkly  on  the  Dauphin  baftion,  and 

the  weft  gate. 

The  2 ift  proved  fatal  to  us :  our  fliip 
the  Entreprenant  of  fix  ty- four  guns,  having 
been  fet  on  fire  by  a  cannon-lhot  from  the 
enemy,  blew  up  in  the  middle  of  the  har¬ 
bour  j  and  in  its  fall  the  fire  fpread  itfelf  to  two 
more  fhips,  the  Celebre  and  the  Capricieux, 
which  were  both  burnt.  The  other  vefiels 
efcaped  with  very  great  difficulty  and  rifle, 

being  obliged  to  pafs  between  the  enemy’s 
°  '  battery. 
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battery,  and  the  cannon  of  the  fhips  on  fire, 
which  played  upon  us  as  well  as  upon  then/ 
Several  of  our  finall  craft  were  burnt  ;  in 
Ihort  it  was  a  night  of  horror  and  defla¬ 
tion.  The  Prudent  and  the  Bienfaifant  of 
nxty-four  guns,  which  had  efcaped  this  time 
Toon  after  fell  a  prey  to  the  enemy! 

Admiral  Bofcawen  had  given  orders  for 
each  fhip  under  his  command  to  get  ready 
two  boats,  two  pinnaces,  and  a  barge, 
aimed  with  mufquets,  bayonets,  cutlaffes, 
batchets,  and  piftols.  Thefe,  under  the 
command  of  the  captains  La  Forey  and 
Balfour,  entered  the  harbour  in  great  fi- 
ence,  on  a  very  dark  night.  As  our  bat¬ 
teries  and  ramparts  had  been  very  much 
damaged  thefe  three  days  ;  and  as  the  fire 

?  t  e  enem?s  bn  all  arms  made  it  almoft 
impracticable  for  us  to  maintain  ourfeives 
on  thofe  fame  ramparts,  which  we  were 
endeavouring  to  repair;  and  laftly,  as 

a  reach  had  been  already  made  in  the 
auphm  bafhon  and  the  weft  gate ;  we 
id  not  want  for  work.  Befides,  we  had 
feen  the  befiegers  bring  ladders  to  the 

^  k  2  trenches  ; 
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trenches  ;  and  as  we  apprehended  a  fcalade 
every  moment  ;  we  kept  firing  continually 
from  our  fmall  arms  on  the  ramparts,  while 
the  enemy  plied  us  in  the  fame  manner 
without  intermiffion.  It  is  not  therefore 
at  all  furprizing,  that  in  fuch  confufion 
and  alarm,  we  did  not  perceive  the  boats, 
which,  as  I  mentioned  to  you  before,  flipped 
into  the  harbour.  Their  aim  was  againft 
the  two  only  fhips  we  had  left,  and  they 
fucceeded.  Captain  La  Forey  attacked  the 
Prudent,  and  captain  Balfour  the  Bienfai- 
fant.  The  report  of  the  guns  made  us  fen- 
fible  of  our  frefh  misfortune ;  but  it  was 
too  late.  In  yain  did  we  direft  every  bat¬ 
tery  that  was  ftill  in  a  condition  to  play, 
againft  the  enemy’s  boats  :  we  could  not 
hinder  the  Bienfaifant  from  being  towed 
clofe  by  our  walls  into  the  north-eaft  har¬ 
bour,  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  enemy’s 
batteries ;  nor  the  Prudent,  which  was 
aground,  from  being  fet  on  fire. 

I  muft  confefs,  Sir,  that  this  a£tion  did 

as  much  honour  to  the  Englifh,  as  damage 

to  us.  And,  indeed,  fo  long  as  our  fhips 

remained 


•iSfr  -‘V 


I 


I 


Siege  of  Louifburg  continued.  373 
remained  in  the  harbour,  it  would  have  been 
difficult  tor  them  to  make  a  general  afTault. 
-Here  then  was  our  coup  de  grace.  Of  this 
we  were  convinced  the  next  day  by  the 
blocking  fpeftade  before  us.  We  were 
under  the  great  eft;  concern  to  fee  our  har¬ 
bour  defolated,  and  laid  watte  :  it  was  co¬ 
vered  with  the  wrecks,  as  well  of  thofe 
thips  that  had  been  burnt,  as  of  thofe 
which  either  we  or  our  enemy  had  funk. 
When  we  turned  our  eyes  to  view  the  fix¬ 
ation  of  the  town,  our  affliction  was  heigh¬ 
tened.  Our  batteries  were  almott  ruin¬ 
ed,  not  above  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  were 
m  a  condition  to  fire,  a  breach  had  been 
rendered  practicable,  our  numbers  were 
-  Sreatly  reduced,  and  the  redoubling  of  the 
enemy’s  fire  had  nearly  deftroyed  us.  Add 
to  this,  no  ways  and  means  to  repair  our 
olles ;  no  appearance  of  relief;  nay,  we 
iad  feen  the  enemy  a  few  days  before,  feize 

on  two  Spanifh  veffels  that  were  bringing- 
us  fuccours.  0  ° 

In  fo  melancholy  a  fixation,  there  was  no¬ 
thing  left  but  to  capitulate ;  fo  that  we  llif- 

^  k  3  pended 


* 
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pended  our  fire,  and  fent  to  demand  a  truce  in 
order  to  regulate  the  articles  of  furrender. 
We  infilled  upon  terms,  far  more  ho- 

4-  4  r 

nourable,  and  more  advantageous,  than 
we  had  a  right  to  expedl ;  and  in  cafe  of 
a  refufal,  we  were  refolved  to  hold  out  to 
the  'laft.  The  officer  charged  with  the 
propofals  of  our  commandant  M.  de  Dru- 
court,  returned  with  the  following  letter 
from  general  Amherft. 

“  In  anfwer  to  the  propofal  received  on 
“  the  part  of  your  excellency,  I  have  no- 
“  thing  further  to  fay,  than  that  his  ex- 
“  cellency  admiral  Bofcawen  and  I  have 
“  determined,  that  our  men  of  war  (hall 
“  enter  the  harbour  to-morrow,  in  order 
“  to  make  a  general  alfault.  Your  excel- 
“  lency  knows  full  well  the  fituation  of  the 
“  army  and  fleet,  as  well  as  of  the  town  ; 
“  but  as  admiral  Bofcawen  and  myfelf  are 
“  both  defirous  of  avoiding  any  further 
“  effufon  of  blood,  we  give  your  excel- 
“  lency  an  hour  to  determine  on  the  only 
“  capitulation  we  are  willing  to  grant, 
<c  which  is  to  furrender  yourfdves  prifoners 

,  -v 

“  or 
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“  of  war,  otherwife  your  excellency  mull 
“  be  anfwerable  for  all  the  fatal  confe- 
tc  quences  of  fo  ufelefs  a  defence.” 

M.  de  Drucourt  being  extremely  exaf- 
perated  at  thefe  hard  terms,  refolved,  in  a 
council  of  war,  to  defend  the  town  to  the 
laft  extremity.  In  confequence  of  this  re- 
folution,  he  was  going  to  fend  an  anfwer 
to  the  enemy,  intimating  that  he  would 
wait  for  a  general  aflault ;  when  the  com- 
miflary,  M.  Prevoil,  came  and  prefented 
a  petition  to  him  in  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 

'  ’  J  M  k  -  ^  ■ 

tants.  During  this  interval  an  officer  had 
been  fent  back  to  Meffieurs  Bofcawen  and 
Amhei  ft,  in  order  to  obtain  more  favoura¬ 
ble  conditions  :  but  as  they  perffted  in  the 
fame  anfwer,  nothing  further  remained  but  to 
comply  immediately,  either  with  the  defire 
of  the  officers  of  the  garrifon,  who  were 
ready  to  defend  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
extremity;  or  with  the  petition  of  the 
commiiTary,  which,  without  all  manner 
of  doubt,  was  the  moil  prudent  ilep  that 
could  be  taken,  under  our  prefent  fituation. 
He  laid  a  very  great  ilrefs,  not  upon  the 

^  b  4  inutilitf 

£  « 
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a  '  r%  '  ,s  ^  / 

inutility  of  the  defence,  for  that  was  vi- 
iiblej  but  on  the  duty  of  a  good  citizen 

»  •  •  **  > .  v  _.v.r ,  k-  ,  , 

in  preferving  a  colony,  the  ruin  of  which 
muft  be  attended  with  that  of  all  the 
French  polTeffions  in  North  America.  He 
obferved  further,  that  the  councils  which 
M.  de  Drucourt  had  hitherto  called,  con- 
fifted  only  of  military  gentlemen,  whofe 
deliberations  were  intirely  diredted  by  the 
glory  of  the  king’s  arms,  and  their  own 
honour :  but  that  thefe  confiderations, 
though  of  as  great  weight  with  himfelf  as 
with  any  man  whatever,  ought  to  give  way 
to  the  public  welfare,  for  which  he  thought 
they  wrere  accountable.  In  fhort,  that  in 
their  prefent  condition,  the  moil  heroic 
valour  could  be  regarded  only  as  an  act  of 
defperation. 

So  folid  did  thefe  arguments  appear,  that 
there  was  no  anfwering  them  ■,  fo  that  M. 
de  Drucourt  acquiefced,  and  fubmitted  to 
the  law  of  the  conqueror.  The  capitula¬ 
tion  was  foon  drawn  up>  and  the  articles 

were  as  follow.  ;‘ 

“  Firft,  the  garrifon  of  Louifburg  fhall 

“  fur- 
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“  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  and 

“  be  tranfported-  to  England  on  board  of 

'  '  ••  '  "  *  ‘  • 

“  veflels  belonging  to  his  Britannic  majefly. 

“  Secondly,  all  the  artillery,  ammuni- 
“  tion,  as  well  as  arms  of  what  kind  foever, 
“  at  prefent  in  the  town  and  Elands  of 
Cape  Breton  and  St.  John,  fliall  be  con- 
figned  into  the  hands  of  commiflaries  ap- 
~  “  pointed  for  that  purpofe,  in  order  to  be 
“  delivered  up  to  his  Britannic  majefty. 

“  Thirdly,  the  governor  fliall  give  or- 
cc  ders  to  the  troops  in  the  ifland  of  St, 
“  John,  to  furrender  to  fuch  fhips  of  war 
“  as  the  admiral  fliall  pleafe  to  fend  to  take 
“  them  on  board. 

v  #  »  jf  '  t  v  • 

“  Fourthly,  the  gate  called  Dauphin  fliall 
“  be  opened  to  his  Britannic  majefly’s  troops 
“  by  ten  o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  and 
■  :  “  the  garrifon,  as  well  as  thofe  who  have 
“  borne  arms,  fliall  be  drawn  up  to-morrow 
,  “  upon  the  efplanade,  where  they  fliall  lay 

“down  their  arms,  colours,  and  military 
l.  .  “  accoutrements  ;  after  which  they  fliall  go 
“  on  board  thofe  veflels  which  are  to  tranf- 

t 

“  port  them  to  England. 

“  Fifthly, 
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“  Fifthly,  the  fame  care  lhall  be  taken 
“  of  the  fick  and  wounded  in  the  hofpitals, 

as  of  the  fubjefls  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
“  jelly. 

“  Sixthly,  the  merchants  and  their  clerks, 
“  that  have  not  borne  arms,  lhall  be  fent 
“  to  France,  on  board  fuch  vefiels  as  the 
“  admiral  lhall  judge  proper  to  appoint.” 

This  capitulation  was  made  the  26th  of 
July,  and  of  courfe  after  a  bloody  liege  of 
two  months,  which  we  could  never  have 
maintained  for  fo  long  a  time,  had  it  not 
been  for  thofe  four  Ihips  of  war,  which  we' 
were  unfortunately  obliged  to  facrifice. 

The  day  following,  at  the  hour  agreed  to, 
major  Forqhar  took  pofleffion  of  the  gate 
Dauphin  at  the  head  of  three  companies 
of  grenadiers.  By  noon  general  Whitmore, 
who  had  fo  greatly  contributed  to  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  the  place,  had  the  honour  due  to 
him  of  receiving  the  fubmifiion  of  the  gar- 
rifon  in  the  efplanade.  He  then  caufed  the 
arms  and  colours  to  be  carried  off,  ordered 
corps  de  gardes  and  fentinels,  and  in  Ihort, 
acted  as  governor  of  Louifburg. 


We 
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We  had  only  one  misfortune  more  to 
apprehend;  though  perhaps  this  gave  no 
great  uneafmefs  to  thofe  filly  fools  (and 
many  fuch  there  were  amongft  us)  who 
never  troubled  their  heads,  either  about 
what  is  paft,  or  to  come.  For  would 

you  imagine  how  our  officers  were  em- 

■ 

ployed  during  the  heat  of  the  fiege  ?  When 
they  were  not  upon  duty,  they  affembled 
together,  and  gamed  fo  very  high,  that  to 
fee  them,  one  would  have  thought  they 
were  certain  of  the  future  inutility  of  their 
money.  Perhaps  it  was  a  mark  of  cou¬ 
rage  ?  I  ffiould  fay  fo,  if  a  tranquillity  du¬ 
ring  the  moment  of  deftrudtion  merited  that 
name;  but  I  am  very  far  from  being  of 
this  opinion.  I  could  not  help  cenfuring 
the  folly  of  thofe  bold  gamefters,  whom 
a  Angle  bomb,  out  of  a  thoufand  that  fell 
every  day,  might  have  cruffied  to  pieces  in 
the  midft  of  fo  laudable  an  occupation. 
You  will  tell  me,  perhaps,  that  I  am  going 
to  turn  preacher.  Not  I,  indeed  ;  at  lead: 
I  fhall  give  no  lecture  of  morality ;  but  as 
to  an  elogium  on  our  conquerors,  I  hope 

you 
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you  will  indulge  me  in  it;  both  juftice  and 
gratitude  demand  it  of  our  hands ;  and 
therefore  I  have  only  to  return  to  the  fub- 

je<5t  which  preceded  this  digreflion. 

*• 

Yes,  Sir,  we  had  one  misfortune  more  to 
apprehend  3  viz.  that  our  enemies  fhould  on 
the  prefent  occafion  copy  after  our  example^ 
They  had  not  forgot  the  extraordinary 
barbarities  and  cruelties,  which  we  had 
fuffered  the  favages  to  pra&ife  upon  them 
after  the  taking  of  Ofwego,  and  Fort  Henry 
William,  which  had  furrendered  neverthe- 
lefs  upon  a  more  advantageous  capitulation, 
than  that  which  we  had  but  juft  concluded. 
There  had  not  been  time  enough  to  efface 
the  memory  of  that  a&ion ;  and  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  war  had  kept  up  the  fpirit 
of  juft  refentment.  Befides,  though  we 
were  conquered,  we  frequently  let  fall  fome 
expreflions  that  fhewed  our  animofity,  and 
.were  far  from  Toothing  exafperated  minds. 
The  evening  before  the  Englifh  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  town,  we  fuffered  the  foldiers 
to  .plunder  the  magazines ;  and  the  priefts 
fpent  the  whole  night  in  marrying  all  the 

girls 


Capitulation  of  Louijburg.  381. 
girls  of  that  place  to  the  firft  that  would  have 
them,  for  fear  they  thou  Id  fall  into  the  hands 
of  heretics.  Belides,  the  exhaufted  ft  ate  of 
the  military  cheft  had  raifed  a  fufpicion, 
which  was  likely  to  create  more  ill  blood  j 
but  notwithftanding  all  thefe  circumftances, 
the  probity,  honour,  and  humanity  of  the 
Englifh  chiefs  prevailed.  Meffieurs  Bof- 
-  cawen  and  Amherft,  after  ailing  with  that 
fpirit  of  harmony,  which  is  fo  uncommon  in 
joint  commanders,  and  redounds  fo  greatly 
to  their  honour ;  and  after  conducing  this 
enterprize  with  equal  valour  and  ability  * 
fliewed  themfelves  pofleffed  of  thofe  virtues 
that  form  the  man  of  honour,  as  much 
as  of  thofe  that  diftinguifh  the  hero. 

The  vigilance  of  the  admiral  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  fxege,  his  application  in 

i  Y  *  «r  |  , 

fearch  of  the  proper  means  to  bring  it  to  a 
happy  iffue,  his  judgment  in  the  choice  of 
thofe  means,  as  appeared  moft  evidently  in 
executing  the  fcheme  againft  our  two  men 
of  war ;  his  aflivity,  which  was  not  Tatis- 
fied  with  the  bufmefs  of  the  fleet  committed 
to  his  cat  e,  but  induced  him  to  come  every 
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day  to  the  camp,  in  order  to  concert  matters 
with  general  Amherftj  thefe  are  objects, 
which  the  Englifh  will  never  lofe  fight  of, 
and  which  undoubtedly  muft  command  the 
perpetual  gratitude  of  his  country.  Our 
acknowledgment  is  alfo  due  to  him  upon 
a  very  juft  title,  though  of  a  different  kind  j 
and  our  efteem  is  a  tribute,  which  he  moft 
richly  deferves  on  both  accounts. 

To  be  brief,  Sir,  no  body  here  can  per¬ 
ceive,  at  leaft  by  any  perfonal  inconve- 
niency,  that  we  are  in  a  conquered  town. 
The  garrifon  has  embarked  with  as  much 
tranquillity,  as  if  it  had  been  going 
upon  a  voyage  of  pleafure.  Every  fol- 
dier  has  taken  away  whatever  belonged  to 
him,  without  fuffering  the  leaft  injuftice. 

M.  de  Drucourt  has  received  all  the  ho- 

'  1 

nours  which  a  perfon  of  his  rank  deferved. 
The  admiral  has  fhewn  all  the  refpects  to 

Madame  de  Drucourt  as  were  due  to  her 

«  •  '  *  ‘  /  #  **•'  ‘  * 

# 

merit  :  every  favour  fhe  afked,  was  grant¬ 
ed.  True  it  is,  that  fuch  behaviour  does 
honour  to  the  difcernment  of  the  gentlemen 
that  ftiewed  it.  This  lady  has  performed 
■-  -  fuch 
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{'uch  exploits  during  the  fiege,  as  muff  en¬ 
title  her  to  a  rank  among  the  moft  illuftrious 
of  her  fex  :  for  fhe  fired  three  cannon  every 


day,  in  order  to  animate  the  gunners. 
After  the  furrender  of  the  town,  (he  inte- 
refted  herfelf  in  behalf  of  all  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  people  that  had  recourfe  to  her  me¬ 
diation.  In  this  number,  M.  Maillet  de 
Grandville  was  a  firiking  inftance  of  the 
inftabilitv  of  fortune.  He  left  France  at 
the  age  of  feventeen,  and  arrived  at  Quebec 
in  very  indifferent  circumflances.  But  by 
his  induftry  and  application  to  bufinefs  he 
foon  advanced  himfelf  in  the  world,  fo 
as  to  be  able  to  purchafe  the  lordfhip  of 
Mount  Louis,  which  coft  him  fourfcorc 


thoufand  livres.  But  now  by  the  taking 
of  Louifburg,  he  lofes  upwards  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand,  and  is  left  quite 
deftitute  with  a  numerous  family.  Yet 
what  have  thefe  private  Ioffes,  you  will  fay, 
to  do  with  our  country  in  general  ?  A  great 
deal,  I  allure  you ;  though  the  perfons  en- 
truffed  with  the  reins  of  government,  feem 
to  adt  as  if  thefe  were  matters  of  no  con¬ 


cern 
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cern  at  all.  Do  you  imagine,  that  there 
will  be  fuch  numbers  henceforward,  fo  ready 
to  quit  their  country,  and  to  fpend  their 
days  in  inceffant  toil,  when  they  might 
pafs  them  agreeably  at  home ;  if  they  find 
that  they  are  to  be  dripped  of  the  fruit 
of  all  their  labour,  by  a  mod  fhame- 
ful  negledl  of  our  colonies  ?  But  this 
revives  my  old  lamentations  ;  and  in  all 
probability  you  have  had  enough  of  that 
drain  already  in  France.  Nothing  there¬ 
fore  remains  but  to  let  you  know,  that 
I  propofe  very  foon  to  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  embracing  you;  if  my  departure, 
which  depends  on  my  date  of  health, 
fhould  be  fo  near  at  hand  as  I  ex¬ 
pend.  Yet  I  fancy  you  will  have  another 
letter  before  that  time.  I  have  contrafted 
a  particular  intimacy  with  an  Englifhman 
of  extraordinary  good  fenfe,  with  whom  I 
have  been  feveral  times  in  company.  I 
propofe  giving  you  an  account  of  our  con¬ 
vention  ;  and  I  fancy  you  will  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  to  hear  what  our  enemies  think  in 
regard  to  the  importance  of  their  conqued ; 

and 
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and  you  will  be  able  thereby  to  form  a  better 
judgment  of  the  reafons  we  had  to  be  fo 

■J  ♦  *  .  .  .  -  t  <  »  . 

ffrenuous,  both  for  the  defence,  and  reco¬ 
very  of  that  fortrefs.  But  I  fhall  conclude 
with  giving  you  a  commiflion,  which,  I 
fancy,  will  be  extremely  agreeable  to  your 
dilpofition  :  this  is,  to  tell  our  merchants 
that  the  enemy  have  done  no  injury  or  vio¬ 
lence  here  at  all  to  people  in  trade,  but 
have  buffered  them  to  dlfpofe  of  their 
effe<5ls  in  what  manner  they  pleafed  ;  to  let 
our  officers  know,  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  army  have  been  treated  with  all  the  re- 
lpe6t  and  moderation  imaginable  j  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  common  people,  that  the  moll 
humane  ufage  has  been  fhewn  to  perfons  of 
their  condition ;  and  laftly,  to  apprize  all  our 
countrymen  in  general,  that  if  this  reverfe  of 
foi  tune  fhould  increafe  their  natural  antipa- 
thy  againft  the  Engliffi,  it  furnifhes  us  with 
another  motive  to  endeavour  to  get  out  of 
their  debt ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to  em¬ 
brace  the  firft  opportunity  of  making  them 
a  proper  return,  not  fo  much  for  the  lofs 
we  have  fuftained,  as  for  their  humane  be- 

C  c  haviour 
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haviotir  to  our  people.  I  think,  and  doubtlels 
you  will  think  fo  too,  that  fuch  ought  to 
be  the  wilhes,  and  fuch  the  conduct  of  a  ge¬ 
nerous  mind.  Your  moft  &c. 

LETTER  XXIV.  and  laft. 

Converfation  between  an  Englijhman  of  merit 
and  the  author  ;  reflexions  on  the  importance 
of  Cape  Breton  to  both  powers. 

SIR,  . 

IS  H  O  U  L  D  not  be  willing  to  augment 
the  chagrin,  which  France  mull  receive 

from  the  lofs  of  Cape  Breton ;  I  am  fenli- 

.  ,  + 

ble,  that  in  general  our  difcourfe  Ihould  be 
on  fuch  topics,  as  rather  give  pleafure  than 
uneafinefs  to  thofe  with  whom  we  converfe ; 
and  that  there  are  very  few,  who  chufe  to 
think  of  future  difficulties,  let  this  forethought 
be  attended  with  ever  fo  great  an  advantage. 
But  I  am  writing  to  a  friend,  who  chufes  to 
hear  the  truth,  be  it  ever  fo  difagreeable  > 
and  to  fix  his  eye  on  fuch  a  point  of  view, 
as  fliall  reprefent  the  real  pollute  of  affairs. 
I  may  therefore  inform  you,  that  our  lofs, 

in  all  probability,  is  irreparable.  And 

why 
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Why  fo  ?  you  will  reply.  Did  not  the  Eng- 
liOi  take  Louilburg  in  the  lad  war  ?  And 
did  not  they  reftore  it  at  the  concluding  of 
the  peace?  I  propofed  this  very  queffion  to 
the  Englilhman,  whom  I  mentioned  to  you 
m  my  preceding  letter,  and  one  day  that 
I  pre/led  him  very  hard,  not  fo  much  front 
any  doubt  I  entertained  of  his  way  of 
thinking  upon  the  fubjeft,  as  from  a  glim¬ 
mering  hope,  which  I  would  willingly  have 
grounded  on  the  infatuation  of  our  enemies' 

he  gave  me  the  following  anfwer  . 

You  talk,  faid  he,  of  the  reftitutioh 
Which  we  made  to  you  of  thefe  iflands  in 
t  e  lad  war,  as  if  you  eypefted  we  Ihould 
obferve  the  like  conduft  again  ;  but  our 
minds  as  well  as  the  times  are  changed 
Three  motives  which,  upon  %ning  °the 
peace,  appeared  very  cogent  to  our  p-q- 
vernment,  determined  us  to  agree  to  that 
meafure.  The  firft  was  the  lofs  of  the 
batty  of  Fontenoi.  joined  to  the  inteffinc 
divtfions  which  you  had  raifed  in  our  conn- 
tiy,  in  order  to  compel  us  to  mate  peace , 
and  which  you  might  have  revived  in  good 

f"  c  2  earned:, 
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earneft,  if  we  had  not  complied.  The 

'*•  '  j  "  t  *.  **•  '  ,  '/  ••  £ 

fecond  was  the  expectation  of  feeing  the 
limits  of  Acadia  fettled  to  our  fatisfaCtion,  as 
no  explication  had  been  given  as  yet  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  article.  The  third  and  laft 
was,  that  we  had  but  an  imperfeCt  idea  of 
the  utility  of  our  conqueft ;  and  befides, 

•  ,  •  .  •  if’  .  •  -c  -  •  •>  ■  j 

the  weak  condition  of  your  navy  made  us 
very  eafy  in  regard  to  all  your  projects. 
Thefe  three  motives  no  longer  fubfift,  and 
in  all  probability  will  not  return  again. 
The  war  on  the  continent  does  not  turn 

*.•  .  .  .  ,  v  ^  *  i  7  "v  *  'jf'  ..  3 ‘~£  <  "T 

out  to  your  advantage ;  and  you  have  to 
contend  on  that  fide  with  generals  of  too 
much  bravery  and  fkill,  to  flatter  yourfelves 
with  any  hopes.  I  am  even  of  opinion, 
that  this  continental  war  will  do  as  much 
in  our  favour,  as  we  ourfelves  (hall  be  able 
to  effeCt ;  of  this  we  have  a  demonftration 
in  the  negleCt,  which  France  has  lately 
fhewn  with  regard  to  this  colony.  The 
attention  of  your  government  is  fixed  upon 
Germany ;  you  have  almoft  loft  fight  of  the 
original  quarrel ;  and  we  ought  to  profit  by 
your  miftakes,  as  no  doubt  but  you  would 
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profit  by  ours.  And  is  it  pofiible  for  us  to 
commit  a  greater,  than  to  follow  your  ex¬ 
ample,  and  forget  our  real  interefls  ? 
This  would  be  quitting  the  fubftance  to 
run  after  the  fhadow  ■  no,  let  the  fuccefs 
be  what  it  will  on  that  fide,  we  fhall  free¬ 
ly  refign  your  palms,  and  keep  our  own. 
Befides,  the  univerfal  bent  of  the  nation  is 
againft  any  fuch  defign,  which  might  even 
prove  dangerous  to  thole  who  fhould  ven- 
tut  e  to  propofe  it.  With  refpecl;  to  the  ar¬ 
tifice  you  had  recourfe  to,  in  order  to  bring 
about  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  you 
are  too  much  exhaufted  to  employ  it  again: 
the  maintaining  of  three  powerful  armies  is 
too  great  an  expence  for  you,  to  be  able 
to  fpare  any  money  upon  that  fcheme. 
And  befides,  how  do  you  know  they  could 
be  decoyed  again  ?  Do  you  imagine  they 
would  be  your  tools  and  dupes  a  fecond 
time?  And  would  they  venture  to  truft 
you,  without  a  moral  certainty  of  fuccefs  ? 
But  perhaps  you  will  attempt  to  invade  us? 
Can  you  think  of  fuch  an  enterprise,  with 
the  leaf:  probability  of  fuccefs  ?  The  hatred 

^  c  3  1  between 
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between  the  two  nations  is  too  ftrong,  for 

v  ’  •  •  ‘  ; 

either  of  them  to  fubdue  the  other.  In 
cafe  of  a  foreign  invafion,  even  tire  ftocks 
and  irones  would  turn  foldiers.  Such  a 
project  has  never  fuccecded,  hut  by  means 
of  inteftine  divifions,  either  in  France  or 
England. 

%  *  V.  *■ 

■  But  perhaps  we  may  imagine,  that  you 
will  reiign  to  us,  bond  fide ,  ail  that  you 
had  ceded  to  us  already  at  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht.  And  did  not  you  promife  to  do 

.  f  V .J?  t  ,  ■,*''*  <-  •  - , 

fo  by  the  daft  treaty?  Surely  your  former 
fubterfuges  mu  ft  make  us  fenfible  of  what 
we  are  to  expect  for  the  future.  Befides, 
fo  great  is  the  difference  between  your  pre- 
tenfions  and  ours,  that  we  have  not  the  leaft 
profpect  of  obtaining  any  fatisfaction,  but 
by  means  of  the  longeft  fword. 

In  fliort,  we  have  had  time  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  convinced,  at  our  own  coft, 
of  the  real  value  of  this  colony ;  to  know 
what  it  enables  you  to  undertake  and  exe¬ 
cute  ;  confequently,  of  what  value  it  may  be 
to  us :  and  we  own,  if  ever  we  fhould  give  it 
pp,  it  would  be  too  late  to  recover  it,  when 

you 
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you  were  better  able  to  defend  it  by  the 
augmentation  of  your  navy. 

You  fay  you  will  not  make  peace  but  upon 
this  condition  ?  Well  then,  let  us  fee  who  will 
be  able  to  hold  out  the  longeft.  For  our  part, 
we  entered  into  the  war,  only  in  order  to  hin¬ 
der  you  from  ruining  our  colonies,  and  from 
robbing  us  of  thofe  which  you  had  yielded  by 
treaty.  And  how  were  you  Ijkely  to  fucceed  ? 
Cape  Breton  alone  would  have  enabled  you 
to  effect  your  purpofe.  By  keeping  pofleffion 
of  this  important  conqueff,.  we  put  an  end 
to  the  difpute  about  the  limits  of  Acadia  ; 
we  confine  you  within  the  bounds,  which 
you  had  preferred  to  yourfelves  j  and  we 
deprive  you  of  the  power  of  enlarging  and 
changing  them  at  pleafure.  The  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence  muff  al¬ 
ways  be  commanded  by  thofe  who  are  in 
pofleffion  of  Cape  Bicton.  And  who  ought 
to  be  in  pofleffion  of  this  ifland,  but  they 
who  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  have  moll 
territories  bordering  upon  it  ?  Confequently 
it  ought  to  belong  to  Great-Britain.  But 
you  difpute  about  your  own  free  gift  •  and 

C  c  4  for 
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for  this  very  reafon,  we  ought  not  to  pique 
curfelves  upon  Ihewing  you  any  act  of  ge¬ 
nerality,  as  you  would  foon  give  us  reafon 
to  repent  it.  Ought  a  peace  to  deprive  us 
of  the  fruits  of  a  fuccefs,  fo  dearly  pur- 
chafed,  and  even  fo  neceffary  for  the  end 
we  propofed  in  going  to  war  ?  Our  bufmefs 
is  to  enlarge  our  commerce,  to  fecure  our 
colonies,  and  to  protedt  them  from  being 
continually  a  prey  to  your  invalions,  or  to 
the  cruelties  committed,  at  your  mitigation, 
on  the  part  of  the  favages.  By  keeping 
Louilburg,  we  lhall  not  be  afraid  of  be¬ 
ing  molelted,  or  Itreightened  in  our  co¬ 
lonies,  much  lefs  of  hearing  you  difpute 
the  legality  of  our  poiTeffions.  Neither 
will  you  come  to  dilturb  us  in  our  fifhery, 
and  thereby  deprive  us  of  the  greatelt  ad¬ 
vantage  we  can  poflibly  derive  from  this 
country.  Befides,  you  wall  be  no  longer 
the  foie  pofleflors  of  the  fur-trade  ;  the 
favages  mult  deal  with  us ;  and  as  foon 
as  they  ceafe  to  be  animated  by  your 
mitigations,  and  cultom  has  familiarized 
the  intercourfe  between  them  and  us,  wre 
-  -  lhall 
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fhall  have  an  end  of  that  periodical  defla¬ 
tion  with  which  thefe  provinces  are  fo  often 
afflicted.  We  are  matters  of  all  the  coaft 
from  Newfoundland  to  Florida  ;  and  the 
jealoufy  you  may  conceive  againft  our 
power,  will  be  a  letter  evil,  botli  to  you  and 

I 

to  us,  than  the  vicinity  of  our  colonies, 
which  will  be  always  a  fource  of  difputes 
and  quarrels.  Thefe  are  the  real,  and 
prefent  advantages  accruing  from  the  poflef- 
fion  of  Cape  Breton.  With  regard  to  oc- 
cafional  benefits,  they  are  ttill  equally  great 
on  our  fide,  if  reducing  the  power  of  our 
natural  enemy  can  be  reckoned  fuch.  And, 
indeed,  if  you  ceafe  to  be  matters  of  Cape 
Breton,  you  are  intirely  driven  out  of  the 
cod-fifhery  j  and  then,  as  you  lofe  at  the 
fame  time  your  imaginary  rights  to  Acadia, 
the  territories  remaining  in  your  poflettion  in 
North  America  will  be  rather  a  burden  than 
an  advantage  to  you.  Louifburg  being  your 
ttaple  town,  and  the  center  of  communication 
for  vettels  that  come  from  France,  as  well 
as  from  the  Weft-Indies,  your  navigation 
will  be  in  as  ruinous  a  condition  as  your 

com- 
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commerce.  Befides,  this  will  be  ftriking 
at  your  navy,  as  the  fifhery  alone  furniflied 
you  with  bailors ;  whereas,  you  ufed  before 
to  hire  them  of  your  neighbours. 

At  length  I  interrupted  him,  with  fome 
little  acrimony :  and  fo.  Sir,  you  would 
reduce  us  to  our  old  poffeffions  in  Europe  ? 
Is  not  this  what  you  would  be  at,  and  what 
you  defire  ?  Yes,  anfwered  the  Englifh- 
man  very  cooly,  if  it  depended  upon  me, 
and  it  were  poffible.  But  would  not  you 
have  dill  enough  to  make  you  amends, 
continued  he  :  are  not  the  productions  of 
your  own  country  preferable  to  thofe  of 
our  two  i (lands  in  Europe  ?  Befides,  do  you 
look  upon  the  great  extent  of  your  do¬ 
minions,  and  the  beauty  of  your  climate, 
as  nothing  ?  And  is  not  your  wine  alone 
an  article  equivalent  to  whatever  we  might 
acquire  in  America  ?  Indeed,  replied  I 
fmiling,  we  will  not  fit  down  contented 
with  this  equivalent.  I  fee  very  plainly, 
continued  I  more  ferioufly,  that  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton  is  likely  to  be  the  Dunkirk  of  North 

America,  and  that  the  longed  fword  will 

carry 
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carry  it ;  yet  as  after  a  very  long  conteft, 
we  gained  our  point  in  regard  to  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Dunkirk,  perhaps  we  may  have  the 
fame  good  fortune  in  refpect  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can.  You  are  fenfible  how  greatly  it  be¬ 
hoves  us  to  run  all  rilks  m  order  to  recover 
it ;  too  fenfible  indeed  to  prefume  we  can 
be  ignorant  of  fo  important  an  intereft.  Hi¬ 
therto  we  had  fuppofed,  or  rather  we  added 
as  if  we  fuppofed  you  ignorant  of  this  point; 
but  the  more  you  feem  to  be  convinced  of 
the  greatnefs  of  our  lofs,  and  the  more  buftle 
and  nolle  you  make  about  never  delivering 
this  place  up  to  us  again,  the  more  fhall  we 
diredd  our  attention  to  this  objedd.  As  to 
what  you  mentioned  concerning  the  preju¬ 
dice  it  would  do  us,  and  the  advantage  you 
would  reap  from  it,  I  have  nothing  further 
to  add ;  and  even  if  I  thought  of  any  thing 
that  you  had  omitted,  I  fliould  take  care  to 
conceal  my  mind.  It  would  not  be  at  all 
natural  for  me  to  ftrengthen  your  argu¬ 
ments  ;  but  you  mull  allow  me  to  tell  you, 
that  things  may  turn  out  quite  different  in 
event  j  neither  are  your  pretenfions  to 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs  fo  juft  as  you  imagine.  I  do  not  fee 
that  tne  pofteffion  of  Acadia,  even  in  the 
extent  you  give  it,  ought  to  include  that 
of  Cape  Breton.  Nay,  you  did  not  think 
fo  yourfelves,  fince  you  left  us  the  latter, 
at  a  time  when  perhaps  we  could  not  have 
refufed  to  deliver  it  up  to  you.  And  be- 
caufe  we  have  made  you  a  prefent,  is  this 
any  reafon  we  fhould  be  ftripped  of  our 
lawful  poffefiions  ?  Not  at  all,  anfwered 
the  Englifhman  j  but  your  attempt  to  re¬ 
voke  that  very  prefent  j  your  infincerity  in 
your  promifes,  and  in  all  your  dealings ; 
your  obftinacy  in  reviving  the  quarrel ;  arid 
laftly,  your  artifices  in  throwing  the  blame 
upon  us  ;  thefe  are  the  motives  that  in¬ 
duced  us  to  enter  into  a  refolution  fo  greatly 
to  your  prejudice.  It  was  mere  neceffity 
that  forced  us  into  this  meafure,  when  the 
whole  tenour  of  your  condudt  had  convin¬ 
ced  us  of  your  treacherous  defigns.  But  you 
will  not  find  it  fo  eafy  a  matter,  replied  I,  to 
put  your  threats  into  execution.  The  feveral 
European  ftates  that  are  poflefied  of  foreign 
colonies,  have  the  fame  intereft  to  preferve 
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lance  of  power  in  America,  as  they  can 
poffibly  have  in  Europe.  The  Spaniards 
and  the  Dutch  will  join  us,  in  order  to  re¬ 
duce  you  within  proper  bounds  j  bcfides,  you 
have  a  country  on  the  continent  to  ranfom  5 
an  ally  to  fave ;  and  there  we  fhall  be  even 
with  you.  But  you  are  not  as  yet  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  former,  replied  the  Englifh- 
man ;  neither  have  you  conquered  the  latter; 
but  I  anfwered  this  objection  before.  In  re¬ 
gard  to  the  alliance,  with  which  you  threat¬ 
en  us,  a  thoufand  circumftances  may  pre¬ 
vent  it ;  and  if  there  was  nothing  elfe  in 
our  favour,  you  may  depend  upon  this,  that 
the  powers  fuppofed  to  form  fuch  an  alli¬ 
ance,  are  equally  divided  in  their  fentiments 
in  regard  to  both  nations,  that  is,  they- 
have  the  fame  difinclination  to,  the  fame 
fear,  and  the  fame  diftruft  of  both.  Thus 
being  dubious  which  fide  to  take,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  they  will  determine  to  Hand  neuter, 
in  order  to  let  us  weaken  each  other :  and 
in  that  cale  you  mull  allow,  that  the  party 
which  comes  off  the  winner,  mud  by  means 
of  his  conquefts,  and  other  coincident  ad¬ 
vantages. 
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vantages,  be  enabled  to  fecure  his  acquifttions, 
before  the  ftorm  arifing  from  a  combination 
of  powers  breaks  out.  And  befides,  do  not 
you  fee  that  we  mutt  abfolutely  play  double 
or  quits  ;  that  as  we  can  have  neither  peace 
nor  reft  in  our  colonies  without  the  pofief- 
fion  of  Louifburg,  we  muft  refolve  to  keep 
It,  let  the  confequence  be  what  it  will  ? 

The  above,  Sir,  is  a  fpecimen  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  I  had  with  a  man,  whofe  franknefs 
and  plain  dealing,  I  am  fure  would  command 
your  efteem.  With  French  vivacity,  conver- 
fations  of  this  kind  would  take  quite  a  diffe¬ 
rent  turn ;  moft  of  us  would  break  out  into 
fome  angry  expreffion*  "br  elfe  would  ma¬ 
nage  the  argument  with  craft  and  infincerity. 
I  do  not  fay  but  there  are  a  great  many  na¬ 
tives  of  England,  who  behave  in  this  refpedft 
like  Frenchmen;  fori  flatter  myfelf,  that 
they  have  not  all  the  fame  coolnefs  and  refo- 
lution  as  my  honeft  friend.  It  is  fome  com¬ 
fort  that  every  nation  hath  its  weak  fide ;  the 
Englifhman  is  inconftant,  and  his  manner  of 
viewing  the  fame  objects  frequently  arifes 
from  fuch  imprefiions,  as  would  fhock  him 

greatly. 


to  both  Powers.'  399 
greatly,  if  they  had  been  recommended  to 

v  f 

him  by  any  other  perfon.  '  To-day  he  fees 
nothing  equal  to  the  poffeffion  of  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton  ;  to-morrow  perhaps  he  will  fancy  that 
the  value  of  Minorca  rifes ;  and  then  he 
will  imagine  that  an  exchange  of  thefe  two 
iflands  may  be  a  very  proper  meafure.  But 
let  us  not  depend  too  much  upon  fuch  un¬ 
certainties  ;  neither  let  us  forget  any  ftep  that 
is  capable  of  producing  fo  favourable  a  dif- 
poiition  in  our  enemy.  The  ingenuity  of 
men  in  regard  to  expedients,  is  generally 
a  confequence  of  the  exigencies  to  which 
they  are  reduced  ;  the  refource  indeed  is 

as  precarious,  as  hope  in  the  utmoft  di- 
ftrefs.  - 

But  this  word  dijlrefs  puts  me  in  mind, 
that  I  neglected  to  adminifter  lbme  confola— 
tion  to  you,  for  the  difappointment  you  met 
with  in  regard  to  your  voyage  to  this  part  of 
the  world.  Of  what  ufe  is  a  minute  defcrip- 
tion  of  thefe  two  iflands  to  you  at  prefent ; 
to  what  purpofe  this  account  of  the  manners 
of  men,  who  appear  to  us  in  fo  ftrange  a 
light,  and  we  in  as  ftrange  to  them ;  to  what 

end 
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end  thefe  advices,  thefe  inftru6lions  upon  trade 
and  government  j  in  a  word,  all  that  I  have 
been  fcralling  ?  My  intention  in  this  epifto- 
lary  correfpondence,  was  to  entertain  and  im¬ 
prove  you ;  while  perhaps  I  have  only  afford¬ 
ed  you  matter  of  uneafinefs.  But  this  is  not 
the  ftrongeft  impreffion  you  will  receive :  I 
know  you  toowell  not  to  be  convinced  that 
I  fhall  hear  you  fay,  as  foon  as  we  have  the 
pleafure  of  embracing  each  other  :  the  fa- 
tisfaction  a  man  of  honour  feels,  in  con- 
verfing  with  a  friend  who  is  of  a  generous 
way  of  thinking,  and  who  fpeaks  his  mind 
with  a  ftridt  regard  to  truth  and  juftice,  is 
a  pleafure  of  fo  delicate  *  nature  as  to  abforb 
gvery  oth^r*  fen&ciOIl# 
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